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Sirs 


After donating my services as a volunteer in the Army Signal 
Corps, feel that my position can be easily filled by any girl 
of average intelligence. I definitely know that my services 
can be utilized in a more profitable manner. 


Herewith, I take the libertyrof offering nyseif to the Intelligence 
Service, where I trust I could perform a greater service to my 
cour sry than many others under the present circumstances. 


During the last ‘orld War the British through Lawrence of Arabia 
incorporated the help of the Arabs, having as their leader my 
uncle, the late King Feisalg naturally the Moslem world would 
follow a Cheriff, direct descendant of the Prophet Wohamede 


The inhabitants of Mindanao, as one Imows are Yoslems end if lead 
by the philosophy and psychology of Islam can be encouraged and 
brought to a certain degree, whereby, they could damage enemy ope 
erations permanently, such a deed cannot be ignored in wartime. 


I believe that my services can be used in such lines, born a direct 
descendant of the Prophet Mohamed, thoroughly acquainted with 
Oriental customs, Easterners would certainly cooperate with me, 
thereby, executing your orders and comnands through a person of 

my birth with zealous confidence, so necessary for such worke 


Shall be at your call for further detailss May I state that I 
was born in the United dates of America. 


I have the honour to be, 


Gazelle bent Tahar Muly Ali Chertffe os 


Gaughter of . 
150 West 95th Street es 
New York, Ne Ye Prince Hadji Tahar ben Mohamed Cheriff ie 
Apte 7 A 
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Sirs 


I am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the letter I sent 
to Cole Donavan, at the suggestion of Commander Se Me. Riis, whom 


you knows The contents of the letter are se feexplanatorye 


In connection with the subject matter Commander Riis, further 
suggested that if Cole Donovan should become interested: Cmir. 
Riis will if deemed necessary, be glad to act in the advisory 
capacity, in connection with the technicalities of carrying out 
the idea proposed by me, in as much as far as I am personally 
concerneds my part in the scheme would naturglly be on the 
psychological mental effect that I might have upon the Moslem 
Morose 


Cmdr. Riis, as you know, has been in the Far East for many yoars 
and is thovoughly acquainted with the Moro question in the Pe Ie 
and their tie-up with the Moslem Japs. 


The whole proposition may seem farfetched and yet their is 
nothing to farfetched for our wnemy to undertake and if we are 
to counteract any such enemy activities, we can't very woll use 
easy going methods, as unfortunately has been the habit of the 
&gloeSaxon in dealing with slimy enemies. 


f have the honour to be, / ; ] 9 7 ) a 

le bent Tahar Mply Ali Cherifra LG = 
daughter of MS 
Prince Hadji Tahar ben Mohamed Cheriff 

150 West 95th Street 

New York, Ne Ye 


Apt 7A 


es 


ER NAOTES 


4q 
COORDINAFGR OF INFORMATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


| FOREIGN NATIONALITIES || November 15, 19L21 
MEMORANDUM ; BRANCH 


TO: Mr. Wiley . Se -S 


FROM: Walter L. Wright, ur. 


SUBJECT: Personnel for Mr. DeWitt C. Poole's Organization 


1. I attach a copy of a memorandum dated November , 1941, summarizing 
my conversations wit: Professor Philip K. Hitti at Princeton, New 
Jersey, on November 1 and 2, 19)1. 


2. Dr. John Van Ess, hl) Alexander Street, Princeton, New Jersey 


Professor Hitti talls me that Dr. Van Ess is the only American 
whose use of spoken Arabic is sufficiently good to justify his broad= 
casting in that language. Dr. Van Ess is a retired missionary who 
spent his life for the most part in Iraq where he had very extensive 
experience, both in dealing with private Arab individuals and with 
government officials. He knows Turkish also, just how well I cannot 
say, but in the brief conversations in Turkish which I have had with 
him he seemed to me to have a fine command of the language. I believe 
Dr. Van Ess to have an intimate knowledge of the psychology of the 
Arabs in general and to be a person much respected by them. 


2. Dr. Philip K. Hitti, Department of Oriental Languages and Literature, 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey 


Dr. Hitti is the only Arab historical scholar who has completely 
mastered the technique of European scholarly work without losing touch 
with the traditions of Arab culture. He is a man of first-rate ability 
and of well-balanced judgment, an American citizen of many years stand 
ing and interested in the Arab National Movement |but very much of a 
moderate in his views on this subject. He is disposed to give us every 
help within his power. The respect in which he is held by Arabs both 
in this country and throughout the Arabespeaking world and his very 
wide acquaintance combined make his help of the greatest value tO USe 
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3. Nabih Amin Faris 


Nabih Amin Faris is a Palestinian Christian Arab and one of 
Hitti's best stude ts in the field of 1rab history and literature. 
is about 30 years of age, and being younger than Hitti is much less 
well balanced in his opinions. For example, he is strongly anti- 
Zionist, as one might expect of a man who is a native of Palestine. 
Faris has an excellent knowledge of both Arabic and English and writes 
in excellent style in Arabic. 


h. Kerim Key, International House, Berkeley, California 


Kerim Key is a Turk, partly of Azerbaijani origin, a graduate 
ef Robert College in Istanbul and now a graduate student in the Univer- 
sity of California. His knowledge of both Turkish and English is 
excellent, and he might be useful as a broadcaster or translator. I 
believe him to be entirely trustworthy. 


5S. Raif Erishken, 18 Waverly Place, New York City, New York 


Mr. Erishken is an Istanbul Turk of very good family, in fact 
a close relative of Ismet Inonu, the President of the Turkish Republic. 
Hisspoken Turkish is of the very best and his knowledge of English 
is excellent. He has had some experience in broadcasting and translating, 
and is a person whom we should by all means employ if possible. Mr. 
James Warburg is in touch with him at my suggestions and has promised 
him work in connection with the Short Wave Broadcasting Company, Inc. 


6. Ae D. Sarkissian (Application on file with Mr. Byron Lindsley at 
the Library of Congress) 


Mr. Sarkissian is an Armenian born in Turkey. He is now 36 
years of age and is employed in the Catalogue Preparation Division of 
the Library of Congress. He has a doctorate in the subject of history 
obtained at the University of Illinois. I do not know him well per- 
sonally, but believe that he is worth investigating as a possibility 
for work among Armenians. 


° Rouben Gavoor }\Application on file with Mr. Byron Lindsley at 
EEE the Library of Congress) 


Mir. Gavoor is an Armenian who has done a good deal of work in 
connection with the Armenian colony in the United States. I had an 
interview with him and got the impression that Mr. Gavoor is an intelli- 
gent and well-intentioned fellow, capable of being useful to us in 
work connected with the Armenian colony. 


8. James R. Gordon, Valley Cottage, New York 


Mr. Gordon was formerly Assistant Manager of the American Express 
Company in Athens and in Istanbul and formerly Treasurer of the Near 
East Foundation, which carried on social work in Greece, Bulgaria, 
Albania, and Syria. Gordon is a native-born American of considerable 
ability. He has some knowledge of Greek and might be useful in dealing 
with the Greek population of the United States, among whom he has a 
certain measure of popularity. 


So much for the present. I shall be glad to look up other 
names as the occasion offers. 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris 

Subject: The Emir Abdullah of Transjordan 
era =Gharb, New York, March 13, 19423 
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New York, March 12, 1942; al-Bayan, New York, 


set rp an ye tae eA” 


March 14, 1942.) 

All these Arabic-speaking papers have copied the 
special cable to the New York Times, dated Jerusalem, March 
11, 1942, reporting the interview of C. L. Sulzberger with 
the Prince of Transjordan. 


For the gist of the interview and my remarks, see 


please accompanying report on the Emir Abdullah. 
peice: re aes ecto 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris Ae te! 
ae 


Subject: The Emir Abdullah of Transjordan [. ac ® ute 
[ 


A special cable to the New York Times, dated Jerusalem, a! 
March 11, 1942, reports an interview which C. L. eu rener eee) ab: WusAyvl | 
correspondent of that paper had with the Emir Abdullah of ha ; 
Transjordan. The gist of the interview is that the { 
of jerusaten” had, by virtue of his Axis relations, forfeited ae 
position among the Arabic-speaking people and lost the greater part 
of his influence among them. The Emir, according to the cable, 
went on to say that he alone could speak for the "Arabs", because 
he was the only remaining leader from the first Arab Revolution, 
and, therefore, would not allow any other Arab to mix in or 
attempt to deal with the “uture,of these lands 

Var \ ~ cm ix 2 Vee &., breve wh thot dy Ww bude Te Chet 

That the Grand Mufti has lost a great deal of his fellewing 
and influence is, indeed, true. But the Emir Abdullah, despite 
his former connexions with the original Arab Revolution, is in no 
position to speak for the Arabic-speaking peoples, not even those 
of Transjordan whom he governs, It would be extremely dangerous 
for either Britain or the Allies to depend on the Emir, just as 
it would be dangerous for Britain to depend on any of the Indian 
princes. The Emir's loyalty, as well as those of the Indian princes, 
is the result of convenience not conviction, and neither the Emir nor 
the princes could be depended on to form the opinion of the masses, 
or echo their sentiment, or lead them in their aspirations. 


tn 
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A brief sketch of the Emir Abdullah might, under the circum- 
stances, be helpful. 


The Emir Abdullah is the second son of the late King Husayn 
of al-Hijaz, scion of the House Hashim, the noblest family of Islam, 
brother of the late King Faysal of Iraq, and uncle of the present 
regent, the Emir Abd-al-Ilah. As descendants of the Prophet of 
Islam through his daughter Fatimah, and for generations the guardians 
of the Sacred Places (Mecca and Medina), the family enjoyed para- 
mount prestige through the Moslem world in general and the Arabic- 
speaking world in particular. It was natural, therefore, for the 
leaders of the Arab Revolution to look to them for supreme leader- 
ship. Of course the movement coincided with the ambitions of 
the late King Husayn who had hoped to assume the dignity of a 
caliph, as indeed he did in 1925. The real leadership, however, 
passed into the hand of Faysal, the only member of the House who 
was sincere and worthy. It is noteworthy that Abdullah's role in 
the Revolution was a secondary one. 
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After the conclusion of the war Faysal was proclaimed King 
of Syria (March 8, 1920); and at about the same time Abdullah 
was proclaimed King of Iraq. Faysal's reign lasted until July 
28, when he was driven out by the French. Abdullah never 
ascended the throne to which he was elected, and never recovered 
from the disappointment. He had to give way to his brother 
Faysal who ascended the Iraqi throne on August 25, 19213; instead, 
Abdullah was placed by the British over the Trans jordan(1921), 

a buffer-state between the sand and the sown, reminiscent of 
the Ghassanid and the Lakhmid states prior to the rise of Islam. 


The Emir's record in Transjordan has not been creditable. 
During the first five years of his rule he squandered the whole 
imcome of the state. The British finally intervened and placed 
the Emir on an annual pay. His dependence upon the British for 
the maintenance of his position alienated the nationalist g.oup, 
while his extravagance estranged his honest supporters. The 

high hopes placed in him by the people sodn vanished, his respect 
among them dwindled, and even his noble descent from the Prophet 
no longer shielded him from lampoon and insult. 


Regardless of his motives, he may be in earnest about his 
support of the Allied cause. But few “Arabs" would heed his 
advice or follow,leadership. If Britain, or the United States, ne 
is interested in enlisting the active cooperation of the Arabic- z= 
speaking world on the side of the Allies, the Emir is the wrong = 
person’ tq depend upon, He may succeed in keeping the tribes in 

_~ Trans jordan quiet, but he cannot move others outside to any action. 
we The people of Iraq are for the most part Shiites hostile to the 
ae Sunnites whom the Emir represents. Even Faysal had his trouble 
7 ck with them. The people of Iraq object also to the Emir's mercenary 
aw UR eae In Syria he is not popular, because he withheld his aid 
€ ro from them in the revolution of 1925-27. In the Lebanon the descent 
of the Emir is not an asset but a liability, and his record is worse. 


uw In Palestine where the anti-Zionist feeling is highest, the Emir 
f is a suspect, because of alleged friendly relations with the Zionist 
. Cab leaders. Egypt is politely casual. In Arabia proper [bn-Sand.c—~ id 
reigns supreme. In fact he is the only Moslem figure who enjoys 


the universal respect of all Moslems. He is the man Britain, 
and, indeed, this country should cultivate. 
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Number 12 March 31, 1942 


The Emir Abdullah of Trensjordan 


In a special cable to the New York Times, dated Jerusalem, 
March 11, 1942, C. L. Sulzberger reports an interview with the Emir 
Abdullah of Transjordan. The New York Arabic papers Meraatul—-Gharb, 
As-Sameer, al-Hoda, and al-Bayan have all copied this cable. The gist 
of the interview is that the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem had by virtue of 
his relations with the Axis forfeited his position among the Arabic- 
speaking people and lost the greater part of his influence among then. 
The Emir said that he alone could speak for the "Arabs" because he was 
the only remaining leader of the first Arab Revolution, and that he 
would not allow any other Arab leader to interfere with the future of 
these lands. 

Professor Nabih Amin Faris of Princeton University kindly 
supplies the following commentary on the interview: 

That the Grand Mufti has lost a great deal of his following 
and influence is indeed true. But the Emir Abdullah, despite nis 
former connections with the original Arab Revolution, is in no posi- 
tion to speak for the Arabic-speaking peoples, not even for those of 
Transjordan whom he governs. It would be extremely dangerous for 


either Britain or the Allies to depend upon the Emir, just as it would 


be dangerous for Britain to depend upon any of the Indian princes. 
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The Emir's loyalty, like the loyalty of the Indian princes, is the 
result of convenience rather than conviction, and neither the Emir 
nor the princes could be depended upon to form the opinion of the 
masses, or to echo their sentiments, or to lead them in their 
aspirations. 

The Emir Abdullah is the second son of the late King Husaya 
of al-Hijaz, scion of the House Hashim, the noblest family of Islsn; 
he is a brother of the late King Faysal of Iraq, and uncle of the 
present regent, the Emir Abd-al-Ilah. As descendants of the Propiiet 
of Islam through his daughter Fatimah, and as guardians of the Sa- 
cred Places (Mecca and Medina), the family enjoyed paramount pres- 
tige throughout the Moslem world in general and the Arabic-speaking 
world in particular. It was natural, therefore, for the leaders o* 
the Arab Revolution to look to them for supreme leadership. The 
movement coincided, of course, with King Husayn's ambition to as- 
sume the dighity of a caliph, as indeed he did in 1925. The real 
leadership, however, passed into the hands of Faysal, the only 
member of the House who was sincere and worthy. It is significant 
that Abdullah's role in the Revolution was a secondary one. 

After tne conclusion of the war (Professor Faris continues) 
Faysal was proclaimed King of Syria (March 8, 1920); at about the 
same time Abdullah was proclaimed King of Iraq. Faysal's reign 


lasted until July 28, when he was driven out by the French. 
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Abdullah never ascended the throne to which he was elected, and 
never recovered from his disappointment. He was forced to give 
way to his brother Faysal, who ascended the Iraqi throne on August 
238, 1921. In the same year the British installed Abdullah in the 
Transjordan, a buffer-state between the sand and the sown, remi- 
niscent of the Ghassanid and the Lakhmid states prior to the rise 
of Islam. 

The Emir's record in Transjordan has not been creditable. 
During the first five years of his rule he squandered the whole 
income of the state, witn the result that the British ‘finally in- 
tervened and gave him an annual subsidy. His dependence upon the 
British for the maintenance of his position alienated the nation- 
alist group, while his extravagance estranged his honeet supporters. 
The high hopes placed in him by the people soon vanished, their 

. respect for him dwindled, and even his noble descent from the 
Prophet no longer shielded him from lampoon and insult. 

Regardless of his motives, he may be earnest in his support 
of the Allied cause. But few "Arabs" would heed his advice or 
fellow his leadership. If Britain or the United States desires to 
enlist the active cooperation of the Arabic-speaking world on the 


side of the Allies, the Emir is the wrong person to depend upon 


(Professor Faris coneludes). He may succeed in keeping the tribes 


in Transjordan quiet, but he cannot control others. The people of 
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Iraq, for the most part, are Shiites hostile to the Sunnites whom the 
Emir represents. Even Faysal had trouble with them. The people of 
Iraq object also the Emir's mercenary attitude. In Syria he is not 
popular because he withheld his aid during the revolution, of 1925-27. 
In the Lebanon the descent of the Emir is not an asset but a liabil- 
ity. In Palestine, where anti-Zionist feeling among the Arabs is 
highest, the Emir is suspect because of alleged friendly relations 
with Zionist leaders. Egypt is politely casual to him. In Arabia 
proper, Ibn Saud reigns supreme. In fact, Ibn Saud is the only Mos- 
lem figure who enjoys the universal respect of all Mosler He is 


the man Britain and this country should cultivate. 
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~* a signed article by one of the regular contributors, 


Tlyas al-Khuri al-Murr, | 
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community in this country is @iscussed and the mission which. it 


the subject of the future of the Lebanese 


should fulfil is set forth. This mission is to promote under- 
standing between the Lebanon and the United States. It is, there- 
fore, advocated that the Lebanese should preserve their heritage, 
including their language, and as 4 unit render their contribu- 
ton. But the language, which is the best unifying factor, has 

been forgotten by all but the immigrants -- the second generation 
of Lebanese in this country have not retained the language of 
their parehts. To remedy this ill, it is proposed to establish either 
a Lebanese University in Washington or community schools in each 
locality where a Lebanese community resides. 

(The Lebanon has always been aeparatist (see my reprt of 
feb. 15, 1942 on “Syrian versus Lebanese in New York"). This is 
but an extreme manifestation of the same phenomenon, but does 
not necessarily echo the sentiment of the majority of the Lebanese 
Americans. In fact the editor of al-Hoda himself has repeatedly 
urged his readers that their first loyalty was to the land of their 
adoption. Nor does it represent the wishes of the second gene- 
ration Americans of Lebanese stock. These resent being anything 
but American, and know no Arabic, the language of their parents. 


The subject will probably be discussed again in the Arabic press, 


ee 
A Lebanese University in Washington + (cont.) 
it 

but it is extremely doubtful that,will meet any enthusiasm; 
it is almost certain that nothing will be done about it, to 
interpret the idea in action. 

It is, nevertheless, the sympton of a tendency. As 
such it is worthy of atttention and watching. The genius of 
America has been the welding of divers cultures and heritages, 
not their isolated perpetuation. There is no harm for a minority 
to be bi-lingual, but it cannot be bi-national in the "melting 


pot.] 
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At 
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the occasion of patriotic speeches on the part of Syrian Ameri- 
cans who renewed their oath of allegiance to the United States. 
The number of enlisted men from Washington Street is 130. One 
has already died in action. 

[Washington Strest is synonymous with Syrian Americans, 
since it was there where they first sttled, and there many of 
them still live and conduct their business. In its editorial 
comments on the event, the Meraat-ul-Gharb says that "Washington 
Street was the first school where the Syrian immigrants received 
their initial lesson in.Americanism, the cradle of their business 
enterprize, in which it grew and finally reached Fifth Avenue." 

Whether they are first generation American citizens 
or second generation, old and young alike, they are all loyal 
to the land of their adoption, and are proud that their children 
are receiving their baptism of fire in defence of the United 


States and what it stands for. ] 
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SECRET Appl 24, 1942 


Feofessor 7, ‘Leslie Shear 
“Frinecton, New Joraey 
~ Dear Leslie: a 
| Tho reports fron. your office are 
— coming in in great style and we are most =p 
o. preciative. 

We have: eee revely ed fom Professor: 
ohn Ay Wilson of the Near East Section of Researdn 
and Analyeia the. enclosed monorandun, together with 

“the report on the Avab-Speaking Community: an the 

United | States. Perhaps: you will be good enough 
to’ ‘submit this to Profesgor Hitti and Professor 
Paris. — Their comiontanies would ba read ne 
the ercatost interest here. | 


Sincerely yours, 


Signed = = De Witt C. Poole 


Dette C, Poole 


Ce ees ae 


Cc. 0. I. = r, W.-MA“TER COPY 


Document Rua 
Di fry ons 

Orie’ 2" 

Copies 


: (FOREIGN N NATIONALITIES | 
io BRANCH | 
5 
April 5: 1942 


On the basis of recent conversations in New 
York Harold w. Glidden of the Near East Section makes 
the enclosed report on Arab nationals in the United 
States. This information has perhaps come directly 
from other sources to the Foreign Nationalities % 
Branch. 


I do not know whether action is indicated on 
the subversive tendencies in the situation. It does 
not seem to me that there is any need for a round-up 
of Arab nationals who continue certain loyalties which 
they had before the war. However, it does seem to 
me that F.B.I. should be aware of the situation to 
exert whatever restraining influence is possible. 


Mr, Glidden and I would be happy to talk to 
you or to anyone whom you may suggest about the matter. 


JAW: jr 


CC: Dr. Langer 
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THE ARABIC-SPEAKING COMMUNITY IN TH® UNITED STATES 
AND THE WAR 


The purpose of this memorandum is to explain the 
divisions of the Arabic-speaking community in this country, 
their internal discords and their effect upon the United 
States at war. Traditional sympathies and antipathies vy 
condition their present loyalties and make a considerable ej, te 
portion of them a fertile bed for Axis propaganda. This 
danger is not yet acute but warrants careful watching on 
the part of Government authorities. 


Geographic and Religious Origins 


Of persons of Arab blood or descent in this country 
about 80 percent are Lebanese, 15 percent Syrians, two or 
three percent Palestinians, and one or two percent Druzes. 
The great majority are Christians (Maronites and Greek 
Orthodox), and only about 5,000 or 6,000 (perhaps one per- 
cent) are Muslims. These figures are estimates but pro- 
bably represent the proportions. 


The Lebanese are principally Maronites and want 
their native land, where the Maronites are the large Sv 
majority, to be independent of Syria, which they look down 
on as dominated by medieval, outworn Muslim ideas. They 
do not as a whole identify themselves with the arab 
nationalist movement, but instead look to the West, with 
the culture of which they identify themselves. On the 
whole, they are the most Americanized and reliable group 
among all immigrants of Arabic-speaking origin. 


iv 


The Greek Orthodox element, on the other hand, b -| 


? 


comes principally from Syria and Palestine, both countries (\.\¥ 
with a larzse Muslim majority. They have expressed the 

cause of Arab nationalism and of the Mufti and call them- 
selves Arabs. They are thus constantly at odds with the 
Lebanese, who pride themselves on being descendants of 

the ancient Phoenicians. 


Antipathies 


Probably the most important cause of the present 
divisions among the Arabic-speaking community is the old 
rivalries and jealousies which have been transplanted 
here from their native lands. These are often of a tire- 
some and petty character, but are important when judged 
from the standpoint of their cumulative effect. The 
rivalry is not only religious (Maronites against Greek 
Orthodox), but national (Syrians and Palestinians versus 
Lebanese), local (people from one town versiis those from 
another), family, and personal. Rival newspaper editors 
malign each other for the purpose of increasing their 
circulation, etc. However, behind all this smoke there 
does exist some fire. 


Arab Nationalism ol \ 


rab lI Ne) mesere.,.was founded in this Pee 
by immigrants of Poetics -speaking origin (principally Syrians 
and Palestinians) to collect money for the defensé of Arab 
nationalism in the Near East; in other Orcs to.*help the 
exiled Mufti of Jerusalem, Hajj LbeBUSBTNI., CArry on 


a” 
his opposition against Jewish expansion in Palestine. CAS 


In ordinary times this activity was perfectly legitimate, 
just as much so as the Jewish activity in collecting 

money for the promotion of the Zionist settlement in Pales- 
tine. 


Now, however, that the Mufti is the ally of the 
enemies of the United States and is openly aiding their 
cause from Berlin, the Arab National League finds itself 
unable to shake off its old alliance with the Mufti. The 
reason for this is that by repudiating the Mufti they feel 
that they are thereby giving up their support of the Arab 
fight against Zionism. They have thus been forced to put 
their loyalty to the Mufti before their loyalty to this 
country. It was this irreconcilable conflict of loyalties” 
which led Dr. Futad Shatarah, formerly president of the 
Arab National League, to commit suicide when this c try 
entere he war. He was replaced by Elias J. Audi of New 
York, who continues the defense of the Mufti. 2, 
The Arabic Press A‘ 


This aecenaened given rise to a bitter controversy 
between Salloum Mokarzel (Lebanese Maronite), editor of 
the New York Arabic daily paper al-Hoda, and the Arabic 
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paper Sees aasan ae Brooklyn. al-Hoda attacks as-Sameer 
for defending the Mufti, who is now the enemy of this 
country, while as-Sameer counters with the accusation 
that al-Hoda is subsidized by Zionist money. Mokarzel 
says he has received letters threatening his life. 
BN kor pes) 

But the controversy spreads beyond the borders of 
this country. al-Hoda has been and“is being attacked by 
various Arabic papers in Central ad South America as 
Jewish-inspired. Two of these papers the writer has seen 
himself. They are Sgwnt.al-Shérg_("the Voice of the Hast"), 
published by Basharah Qustandi at Bernoza Num. 110,-Havanay septs | 
Cuba, and al- i T'eferm);- published in both Arabic ( 
and Spanish by Jorge Sabaj Z at Bellavista 265, Santiago, 
Chile. This last-mentioned paper is definitely pro-Axis, 
so that its defense of the Mufti cannot be divorced from 
sympathies for Germany and Italy. These papers reach the 
United States regularly on exchange with Arabic newspapers 
in this country, and apparently hothing is being done to 
stop them. Their articles are naturally copied and quoted 
with approval by pro-Mufti papers\in th. United States. 


chlo 
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How the atmosphere thus created has affected war- 
time activities is illustrated by the dispute between 
Syrians and Lebanese over collecting money for the Red 
Cross. A Syrian group received from the Red Cross the 
exclusive right to solicit among the Arabic-speaking commnu- 
nity in this country. Since no mention of the Lebanese 
was made on the letterheads of the organization, the 
Lebanese protested to the Red Cross, who are too bewildered 
to be able to do anything about the situation. The net 
result is that whereas the Arab National League was able 
to collect $40,000 for the Mufti in a comparatively shcrt 
time, the Syrian Red Cross committee has so far produced 
only about $12,000. This information was gained from both \ \ 
Mr. Mokarzel and from Mr. George-Gy-Deghen, 25 Beaver. 
Street, New York City; the latter has been appointed by 
the Treasury Department to stimulate the purchase of 
defense securities by the Syro-Lebanese Commnity. 


Mr. Dagher says that one of the principal obstruc- 
tionists is *he Greek Orthodox Archbishop Bashir, an 


ex-contributor to the Arab National League. \ 
V9 


Conclusions 


The situation thus created is a difficult one, 
which mast be treated with tact but at the same time with 
energy and firmness. In the first place, if the Arab 
National League is suppressed the cry will surely go up 
that it was at Jewish instisation. An attempt should be 

made to separate the sheep from the goats. Probably many 

of those adhering to the Myftewould be brought to their 
senses by a sharp personal reminder that these are no 

times for divided loyalties. The ringleaders, who are 
consciously responsible for the mischief, should be given 
special treatment. These include besides Arab National 
League officers, organizers” for the so-called "Iron-Shi itt. 
(al Umsan a ah ) movement of sath Satad 
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Mr. DeWitt C. Poole 

c/o Office Coordinator of Information 
25th and E Streets, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear DeWitt: 


Enclosed are the reports which you requested from 
Hitti and Faris in commentary on the "Memorandum Submitted 
by Harold W. Glidden on 'The Arabic-speaking Community in 
the United States and the War'", 


Both men have prepared these criticisms with the 
utmost care, and Hitti made a special trip to New York in 
connection with the matter. Since this study required 
considerable time, you will understand the delay in getting 
these reports back to you. 

Everything is going well at this branch of the work. 


With best regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 


RL; Shear 


T. Leslie Shear 


Ramee i ea cw Les. 


a. 0. 2. 


Document OMG Ze. fon woteae 


Original . 


i Copies | LBL PEM. WES 


See ead 44 1 
cr. Se ie eo {OnWAFIES: 

_ Professor . Lesiie & Shear ope a PR ARAN 

_ Battle Road. ae er [og BS 

* Princeton, New Jersey - pg ee ee ee 


Dear LesLior 


agwle cee cd 


and Professor Paris on , Harold W. Gldddents. ‘sonora ol 


“da ‘on the Arabic-speaking, Conmuntey tn the United | 
“States are euch: appreciated, « -E- think’ At was: ‘very 
goed: of both’ of then te ‘take oe much’ trouble. They 
may. be assured that the information whieh hea have: 
"supplied will be put to edod Uses 

1 note that Professor lig bea nade ' a 
- epeetal fvip to New York. I do not think: that he 
“should ‘be aLlowed to be out. of pocket, Please tot 
“me arrange to reimburse hia ‘through’ ‘the: nieans. of. 
your "petty. gash account. 

With warmest thanks and kindest: 


¢ 


[. Spegards, I am 


- Yours ag every 
Gnitieled = D.C.B, 


DeWitt C. Poole 


To: DeWitt C. Poo r 
From: Phi*ip Ke Habib dess | 
Subject Ph siOrandum Sues by Harqld We “elidden on | 


and the War", 


I. The Arab National League, whosé activities the memoran- 
dum holds in suspicion, held its last meeting on April 28, 1941 
and passed resolutions two of which read as follows: 


"Resolved that the welfare of the Arab peoples will be 
better served by a victory of the Democracies, regard- 
less of temporary Axis triumphs and any alluring pro- 
mises that might be made by the Axis powers to win the 
favors of Arab Nations, 


And be it further resolved that the Officers of the Arab 
National League are hereby directed and authorized to 
communicate by whatever means possible with the Arab Lea-~ 
ders in the Near East, cautioning them against the fallacy 
of assuming an Axis victory and advising them of the daily 
increase of America's military might as well as her deter- 
mination and ability to support Great Britain until victory 
is achieved." 


A copy of these resolutions, I am told, were sent to the Departe 
ment of State. Since then the office of the League (New York) 
has been closed . Its president, Dr. Shatara, died Jan. 8 of 
this yearjand its secretary has been away from New York. He is 
now in California. Mr. Elias J. Audi, with whom I happened to 
have lunch yesterday, is not the president. Archbishop Yashir, 
whom I have known since he was a student-teacher at the American 
University of Beirut (1919-22) I also happened to meet at dinner 
last night. No more loyal American citizen of foreign birth can 
be found. 


In the last note penned by Dr. Shatara to his wife, as re- 
ported in the New York Times, Jan. 9, 1942, he wrote, "My nerves 
are frayed, my hee¢lth undermined, and I cannot go any Longer." 
His widow showed me the original note from which the Times re~ 
port deleted “thanks to the Cumberland conspiracy". Private 
conversations with Mrs. Shatara, two colleagues of his, his bosom 
friend and lawyer (a Palestinian fellow villager of Shatara) and 
other close associates of Shatara failed t» elicit more than this 
information: His suicide was motivated primarily by losing his 
connection with the Cumberland Hospital, on whose staff he had 
veen for over twenty years. The “conspiracy” was worked out by 
colleagues who discovered irregularities in the professional du- 


ties of a subordinate and appointee of Dr. Shatara. Some of 
these colleagues, as well as members of the Board of the Hos-~ 
pital, were Jews, but no one of those of Shatarats relatives 
and friends with whom I spoke is willing to admit more than 
this: Shatara's activities in the Arab National League may 
have disposed some of the Jews unfavorably against him, but 
that disposition was of no determining influence. A few weeks 
ago Mrs. Shatara showed me a copy of the last letter her hus- 
band wrote to the chairman of the committee investigating the 
professional charges against Shatarats appointee, and it con- 
firms the general impression I gained as to the antecedents of 
his suicide. The reference to his "undermined health" in his 
last note is explained by the fact that a colleague of his told 
me that there was suspicion of cancer in an internal organ of 
which Shatara had knowledge. 


The Arab National League was organized in the early twenties 
and raised thousands of dollars in North America and parts of 
South America, not “for the Mufti" but to liberate and unite 
the Arab nationalities of Western Asia. Its main activity cen- 
tered on combatting Zionist prongganda and British conduct in 
Palestine. To that extent it was anti-British. But that is 
one thing and being pro-Nazi is another. Even to be pro-Nazi 
a few years ago, it should be remeinberéd, was not then necessa- 
rily in itself anti-American or clearly anti~democratic. ‘To 
inject ideas which were not clarified until 1939 - 1942 into 
situations in the early twenties and thirties is to distort the 
facts of those situations. 


It is true that the Arab National League over a period of 
some twenty years raised from the two Americas much more tran 
tue "Red Cross Syrian Group - Syria - Lebanon - Palestine" (that 
is the way their letterhead reads, indicating that "Lebanon" was 
expressly mentioned) raised in a few weeks from New York City 
alone, but, I am told, the Syrian group raised per capita more 
than any other foreign group in New York City and came third on 
the liat of large contributors, 


II. The reference to the "Iron Shirts" is evidently to 


Syrian National Party (al-Hizb al-Suri al-Qawmi) organized about 
eight years ago by Antun Sa*adah, who taucht German at the Ame- 
rican University of Beirut. The Party is unquestionably Fascistic 
in its organization and part of its ideology, but here again we 
should guard against injecting our present ideas about Nesism ine 
to a Lebanese situation in the middle of the thirties.: In other 
words, if we find in Lebanon at that time a group of nationalisti- 
cally-minded youths admiring Italian and German methods of or- 
ganization and intent’using that organization for driving the 
French and Britigh out of Syria, Lebanon and Palestine ana 


uniting the three into one strong united. whole, we have no right 
in 1942 America to assume that such a.party was then anti-Ameri- 
ean. The official organ of this party I received from Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, where “the leader" sought refuge from the Lebanon govern- 
ment, until the government of Brazil prohibited the issuance of all 
foreign-language publications. The party struck no root among 

the Arabic-speaking peoples of the United States, because the 
vast majority among them are sither Separatist Lebanese or pan- 
Arabs. The Syrian Nationaligt Pa. big is interested in Greater 
Syria alone. TI know only or about nalf a dozen in this country 
who professed sympathy with this Party. One Arabic paper, As- 
Sameer (Brooklyn) once wavered on the border line of espousing 

its cause. Fakhri Ma“luf, cited in the memorandum as an "organizer" 
of this body, was graduated from the American University of Beirut, 
where he taught before coming to the University of Michigan in 1939. 
as an exchange student. He attended our Sumber Seminar in Arabie 
and Islamic Studies, 1941. If I remember correctly he acted on a 
friendly advice offered him and consulted last summer with an 
officer of the Department of State in Washington about the advisa- 
bility of organizing a branch in this country, but was discouraged 
from attempting it. 


The Memorandum on the whole illustrates what happens when 
someone lacking the proper frame of reference seeks information 
“rom one source only which happens in this case to be a highly 


prejudiced one. 


Note: Dr. Faris and I prepared each his commentary 
without consulting with the other, 
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The author of the memorandum has been An intimate frien 
of mine for many years, and I have the highest esteem for his 
scholarship and abilities. Issues are, howevbr, moré ‘important 
than personalities, and in this case I believa_that ihe anther 
is entirely wrong. 


For facets, in themselves, are like statistics -- when 
taken out of their context and manipulated without regard to 
sequence or history, they can prove any @sired position. Un- 
wittingly, and certainly in good faith, the facts contained 
in the memorandum have suffered from such a treatment. 


Again, not all the statements contained in the memorandum 
and accepted by its author are true. Considering the source of 
his information, the editor of al-Hoda and a certain Mr. George 
C. Dgaher, he should have been a Tittie less credulous. The 
editor of al-Hoda, as well as his associate, has been at odds 
with all the other Arabic-speaking editors in this country. 

The controversy is solely personal. The crux of the matter lies 
in .aet, not unnoticed by the author of the memorandum, that 
"rival newspaper editors malign each other for the purpose of 
increasing their circulation." (Vol. MeCormick and Marshall 

Field have been exchanging such courtesies before and since 
December 7; but the one is not“ally to Hitler nor the other 

an advocate of communism.) Such charges as the editor of al-Hoda 
makes are irresponsible, and, indeed, malicious. Their accept~ 
ance, on their face value, by my friend Glidden is naive. 


Taking his points one by one, let me make the following 
remarks: 

With the exception of the last paragraph in this section 
(Geographic and Religious UVrigins) the statements are fairly 
accurate. The Lebanese element forms the majority among the . 
Arabic-speaking groups in thiscountry (see my report on "Syrian 
versus Lebanese in New York", Feb. 15, 1942). This element is, 
likewise, principally Maronite. It is not true, however, that the 
Greek Orthodox element is principally Syrian; still less is it a 
partisan of the Mufti. Many of the Lebanese are Greek Orthodox. 
They are, also, like the bulk of their compatriots, not favor- 
ably disposed towards either Islam or Arab. nationalism, which 
they cannot differentiate from pan-Islamism. Like the Maronites, 
they too are separatist. 


The attitude of the Greek Orthodox element towards the 
Mufti is identieal with that of the Maronite and the other Arabic- 


speaking elements. They are aware that the Mufti came into 
prominence as the chief opponent of Zionist aspirations in Pales- 
tine. They are, like all Arabic-speaking peoples, hostile to 
Zionism, and as such, they might be described as supporters 

of the Mufti. They will not, however, follow the Mufti into 

the Axis camp, any more than the All India Congress would follow 
Bose into the Japanese camp. The halo of martyrdom adorns 
both in the eyes of the two nationalist groups} but the reins 

of leadership have dropped from their hands. Wo Indian would 
denounce Bose’, and no nationalist Arab would denounce the Mufti, 
noimatter how much they might disagree with the. wisdom of their 
actions. 


Antipathies. 


Herein the memorandum reveals accurate iasight, especially 
when it points out that "the rivalry is not only religious... but 
Lalso! national, ...local,...family,... and personal. Rival 
newspaper editors malign each other for the purpose of increasing 
their circulation." I would however, place the national factor 
last, and believe it to be the least important, especially among 
the different Arabic-speaking communities in this country, where 
the greater number are fully Americanized. The rivalry of the 
newspaper editors is to my mind the mos. important, and is re- 
sponsible for the articulate character of the controversy. In 
this respect, the editor of al-Hoda sheuld shoulder most of the 
blame. It is interesting to mention that this latter time 
champion of Lebanese rights, has been until recently the editor 
of an English quarterly the name of which was The Syrian World, 
while his own printing establishment wnaere al-Hoda is published 
is called The Syrian Press. That the Jebanese are separatists 
is, indeed, true. Likscwise, the Syrians have shown a greater 
enthusiasm for a vague ineffable pan-Arabism. (See my report 
on Lebanese versus Syrian in New York", Feb. 15, 1942) But this 
is a far cry from the charges of Axis sympathy on the part of the 
Syrians. The fact of the matter is that, in their clamour for 
political iniependence, it was natural for any of these countries 
to b@® hostile to the particular power which ruled its land ~- in 
Tray and Palestine, Britain; in Syria and the Lebanon, France. 

In the Lebanon this hostility was tempered by a vraditional 
friendship towards France, dating from the last century. Were 
Germany $44 maniatory power in any of these countries, the hos- 
tility would have been directed against it. iThe remarkable thing 
is that, despite the hostility of those peoples towards their 
foreign rulers, no noticeable sentiment is manifest in favour of 
the Axis. Were there a genuine and popular sympathy towards the 
Axis, the Tray incident, for example, would have been most serious. 


Arab Nationalisn. 


The origins of the Arab League in New York is correctly 
and fairly set forth. But no mention is made that this League 


has dissolved itself abou ‘he middle of 1941, because its 
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continued existence would have been embarrassing both to Britain 
and to itself. It was Dr. Shatara'ts reluctance to embarrass Britatn 
in this critical moment that led to the closing down of the League 
and the complete cessation of all its activities. Speculations 

as to the cause of Dr. Shatara'ts suicide have been many. But his 
loyalty as an American citizen should not be impugned. A week 
after Japan's assault against the United States, Dr. Shatara 
placed himself at the disposal of the United States Army, to b6 
sent as a medical officer to the Far East. ‘this fact has been 
attested by the editor of al-Hoda himself. Dr. Shatara made known 
to me personally his offer, and added that he expected to see 
action in the Philippines. 


Of Elias J. Audi, who is supposed to have pplaced Dr. 
Shatara, I have no information whatsoever. But I know that thére 
is, at present, no League. I further know that no public 
defence of the Mufti has been made in any of the Arabic-speaking 
papers in this country since December 7. Mr. Audi may or may 
not have defended the Mufti in private. This belongs to the realm 
of rumour. The Mufti has, however, been defended by Arabic papers 
in South America (see my report "Grand Mufti to be Honoured in 
Argentina and Chile", April 4, 1942). In that report I said, "The 
fact that only one Arabic-speaking paper [in this country], 
namely al-Hoda, has openly attacked the Mufti, while the others 
observe a discreet silence, is proof that despite his mistaken 
judgment, he remains an idol to many." But, as I said in the 
same report, few, indeed, would follow him into the Axis camp; 
fewer would either condemn or denounce him. As already stated 
this is similar to the case of Bose of India. Reluctance to 
condemn either stems fom the desire to acknowledge their past 
services to a cause shared by te overwhelming majority of both 
peoples. But the silence of the Arab nationalist should not be 
interpreted as a sign of approval of the Mufti's course since he 
made Berlin his abode. In fact this silence is proof of diminished 
influence. He is becoming the "forgotten man". Al-Hoda's con- 
tinued attacks keep the Mufti in the limelight, and brightens the 
aura around his head. 


The Arabic Press 


The raging controversy between al-Hoda and As-Sameer is in 
the mair personal. As-Sameer has not defended the Mufti since 
December °. As-Sameer, as my reports have shown, is the principal 
advocate of a United States mandate over Syria and the Lebanon. 
This has incensed al-Hoda, who champions Lebanese independence. 
This is one important factor behind the controversy. Like most 
controversies that reach the press, the real reasons are often 
concealed, and a more popular pretext is selected as a vehicle 
of attack. The issue of the Mufti is such a vehicle, while 
the real reason is a combination of persoml antipathy between the 
two editors, Lebanese separatism on the part of al-Hode, and the 


desire to increase circulation by both, through a lively contro- 
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versy which wiil entertain their audience. As-Sameer's 

attacks against al-Hoda have been for the most part, personal-- 
ridiculing the literary style of the latter, and finding fault 

with his diction. It is noteworthy that this controversy has been 
confined in ths country to these two papers. The other papers, 
representing various shades and loyalties, have ignored the 2 
whole thing, and in personal talks with me, have regretted its % 
continuation. This leads me to the belief that while lines of 
demargation exist between Syrians and Lebanese, already discussed 
by me in my report of February 15, the controversy now raging is 

not an echo of these differences. Furthermore, this controversy 

has 10 bearing on the loyalties of these goups to the United States. 


The position of the Arabic-speaking press in South America 
is important. Some papers, as I have already reported, have 
Axis sympathies and Axis connexions. This is in marked contrast a> 
with the Arabic press in this country, where all are independent, ee 
and certainly loyal. It seems rather irrelevant to inject the yt 
question of the Arabic press in South America in determining 
the loyalty of the Arabic-speaking ccmmunity in this country. 


Again the memorandum has failed to subject the statements 
of its informants to any criticism. ‘Yhe editor of al-Hoda, sus- 
pecting cr knowing that his interviewer had some official standing, 
has sought to seize the opportunity to take a sling at his personal 
adversaries. It is extremely difficult to elicit accurate in- 
formation from anyone when the interviewer has official gowern- 
mental connesions.. This is the more difficult when the inter- 
viewer does not fully understand the thinking processes, back- 
ground, and motives of his informant. 


Loyalties Under War Conditions 


The incident of the Red Cross is not stated accurately, and 
the interpretation placed upon it is at variance with the truth. 
The Labanese were mentioned in the letterheads of the organizations 
They were not, however, given as prominent a place as the Syrians, 
simply because all the Arabic-speaking peoples who have come to 
this country have been classified by immigration authorities as 
Syrians. Syrian is the only term known to the authorities. — 
Consequently the committee was. called Syrian, and a sub-title 
explained that the contributors were Syrians, Lebanese, and 
Palestinians. Al-Hoda took exception to this. The roots of 
the controversy were discussed in my report of February 15 on 
"Syrian versus Lebanese in New York", 


The controversy has, in all likelihood, adversely affected 
the success of the campaign. This is most wfortunate, but has 
nothing to do with lack of léyalty and zeal for the American Red 
Cross in contrast with the enthusiasm shown in aiding the Mufti. 

The Arab League did raise a considerable sum of money for the aid 
of the Palestine movement, But the period involved was over several 
years, and the funds were not for the Mufti but for Palestine. 


The memorandum should have known these facts before deducing from 


al-Hoda'ts statements such serious accusaticns. 


More malicious is the accusation that the Archbishop 
Bashir of the Syrian Greek Orthodox Church is the principal 
obstructionist. The Archbishop is himself a Lebanese. But he 
insisted on united effort rather than divided @fforts. Were 
the editor of al-Hoda placed @&h the head of the committee, no 
controversy would have ensued. Incidentally, al-Hoda fought 
and attacked the Lebanese Exposition et the World Fair beeause 
ita editor was excluded from some official function. 


All these tings are silly and trivial; but they offer an 
explanation and a background. Unfortunately the memorandum 
was written without any regard to, or knowledge of, all these 
details. The reeult was to take isolated facts out of their 
context. 


Conclusion 


A false premise inevitably results in a false conelusion, 
There is no Arab League to suppress, and no ringleaders to be 
brought to their senses. The League, as already stated, dissolved 
itself. 


One word about theso-called "Iron Shirts" movement. This 
I discussed in my report of March 8, on "A Syrian Fiihrer in 
Buenos Aires." No doubt the movement is a Nazi-Fascist one. It 
is, however, irresponsible as well as malicious, to involve innocent 
people, and dubfp them organizers. It was my duty last summer 
to teach this same Fakhri Matluf at the S$. -mer Seminar in Arabie 
and Islamic Studies at Princeton University. The boy is a 
nationalist and used to be a member of the Nationalist Syrian 
Party. Since he came to this country he has been a student at 
the University of Michigan. Before he came to this country 
he was a member of the faculty of the American University of 
Beirut, to which he'expected to return. He is definitely not 
an organizer. We believes in a Greater Syria, but he does not 
subseribe to the racial and religious ideas of that party. He 
himself is a Lebanese, a Greek Catholic, and in idee@logy pacific. 
His field of specialty is philosophy. The writer of the memorandum 
has met Matluf at the Seminar, and had the opportunity Qy ascer- 
tain for himself that the latter was and is not an organizer. 
Here again the word of the editor of al-Hoda was taken without 
criticism. 


‘In short, the memorandum suffers fron lack of critical 
insight into the background of the whole problem. It is naive 
in accepting irresponsible charges made in bad faith. Isolated 
facts, taken out of their context, give a picture wholly removed 
from truth. I would not blame the editor of al-Hoda, because he 
has an axe to grind. But I wish the writer of the memorandum 
had subjected the statements made to him by the former to gome 
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criticism, of 


professor Hitti an? I have each written his 
remarks without consulting each other. 
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- Dane Harolde 

| tA Battle later on T expect that we ‘ghall. as ‘out 
8 ) earefully considered report on the Arab world in the 
United states. in the meantine you may ‘gare to have some 

 habfaprocessed material. ‘Thereforey. I send. yoo beter 

“8 copy. ofa membre a nda prepared by ‘Wtr.. @hidden an thie 

, Near Hastern Division of Research and analysiay ‘ogee 

wath ‘opie, of commentaries thereon by Professor Bite. 

> and Profesnor Faris. of Princeton. i ae 

thas inatertel is sent to you, of course, ‘without 

- preguttoe and: for whatever interest. ana value ae me | 

-Ponsesss . Et anyone, in ‘the ‘Department ‘should care to 

- comment: upor aby ‘that would be of such interest to uss 

Later ON, as +s aay, we Hope to ‘present you with a 

- finished report. | _ 

Sincerely om 


“Galtiated =D.C.P. 


DeWitt C. Poole 


DEP/cpe 


ant 


TION IALITIE 5 
ANCE 


ae oa 3 é 


Edo net lmow whether action £3 ‘indleated on 
rensive tendenctes in. the seh p Sean e aS 
: sane hot me Bast Pespuiker 4s any | 
ne 3. 


ORRLITIES 


Le 


AYIOH 
RANCH 
Nt: 


5 


\pril 18,- 1942 | 


dene mntenme - 


THE ARABIG“SPEAEING COMMUNITY. In THE UNITED STATES 
_ AND THE - 


7 a ‘The. eeces ef this nemondndus is to pial the 
étyintons oe the Arabicespeaking eommamity in this country, 
thels internal discords and their effect upon the United 


 «*Statbey at var, Traditienal aympathics and antipathies — 


| gomditien theds present loyalties and mike a considerable — 
persion of thos a ferbile bed for Axis prepagande. This — 

. @angor is not yet acute bub. warrants careful “a on. 
_! She part of Goverment. authorities. 


Of persoan of Arab, bldod Uf descent tn thid ma 


about 80 pereent are Lebanese, 15 percent Syrlangs, wo or 
three percent Palestinians, and one or two percent DPY BOB «’ 
‘Ere great majority are Christians (Haronites’ and Greek: 
Orthodox), and only about 5,000 or 6,000 (perhaps one per- 
cent) are Muslims, ‘These figures ere est tmat es but cia 
bably represent the proportions. 


| fhe Lebanese are principally Haronites and want 
their native lend, where the Naronites area the large . 
“majority, to be independent of Syria, which they look down 
‘emas dominated by modieval, oubworn Muslim ideas, Shey Bed 
G6 not as -a "whole. identify themselves with the Arab 
mationalist uievenent, but instead look ta the Yest, with 
the tigg conc ‘of whieh they identify themselves. On the 


whole ere the most Americanized and reliable group ere 
"all 2 herd i. chess 


= amen grants of Arable«speeking origin. .. wee 
he Greek Orthodox element, on the other hand, a ee 
gones principally from Syria and Palestine, oth: countries 
with a Iavece Muslim majority. They have expressed the 


'' gauge of Apab nationalism and of the Muft4 and call them~ — | 


- selves Arabs. ‘They are thus constantly at odds with the 
Lebanese, whe pride themselves om being descendants . of. 
the anéient Rp eee 


ed . Probably the most important cause of the present 
divisions among the Arabic-speaking commuity is the old 
rivalries and jealousios which have been transplanted 
here from their native lands. These are often of a tire-~ 
ome and petty character, but are important when a 
from the standpoint of thelr cumulative effect. ne. 
rivalry is not only religious (Maronites against Greek 
Orthodox), but national (Syrians and Palestinians versus 
Lebanese}, local (people from one town versus those from . 
another), family, and personal. Rival newspaper editors > 
- ‘malign each other for the purpose of inereasing their 
 @ireulation, ete, However, ben ind all this smoke there 
does. exist some fire. ° ar or er oe 


- Apaly Bationaliem 


The Arab National League was founded in. this comtry 


by fumigrants of Arabieespeaking origin (principally Syrians — 
gna Palestinians) to collect money fer the defense of Arab. .’- 
nationalism in the Near Lasts in other words to help tha | ~°-— 
. extied Muftt of Jerusalem, Hajj Amin al-Huseyni, car?y on, 
his opposition. aceainst Jewieh expansion in Palestine, | 
Im ordinary times this activity was perfeetly legitimate, 


: §aab.as sueh so as the Jewish activity in collecting 


ee . 


- poriey: for the promotion of the ‘Zionist settlement in Pales- 


» Binee 


<. 3 * Now, however, that the Mufti is the ally of the 
~~ gnemg@es of the United States and is openly afdine their 
gauge from Berlin, the Areb National League finds itself 
. utiable te shake of f its old alliance with the Hufti. ‘The -- 
pega a for this is thas by repudiating the ‘Hufti they feel 
tht they ‘are thereby giving up their support of the Arad 
 ‘£4ghG against Zionism. They have thus been forced to put 
‘ Bhedy loyalty to the Hufti before their loyalty to this 
eountry. It was this irreconcilable conflict of loyalties 
which led Dr. Putad Shaterah, formerly president of the 
»bpab Netional League, to commit suicide when this country 
‘‘embered the war. ie wan replaced by Hlias J, Audi of New 
York, who continues the defense of the tufti. Die h 


The Arabic Press 
‘This defense has given rise to a bitter controversy. 


between Sallowunm Mokarzel (Lebanese Maronite), editor of 
the New York Arabic daily paper al-Hoda, and the Arabic 


paper ga-Samesr of Brooklyn, al-iUoda attacks as~-Sameext 
for dele g the Bulti, who la now the enemy Of this. 
country, while as-Sameer counters with the accusation 
that al-Hode is subsidized by Zioniat money. Mokarzel . 
Says he has received letters threatening his life, 


But the controversy spreads beyond the borders of 


 -thig eountry, al-Hoda has been and 13 being attacked by . 


various Apabie papers in Central and South Americe a5 
Jewisheinspired., Two of these papers the writer has agen 


published by Basharak Gustand! eb Bernoza Num 110, Havana, 
Cubes ond aisisieh ("Reform"), published in both ‘rabie 
and Spanish by Jorge Sabaj Zurab at Bellavista, 263, Ssintiag 


ager t 


himself, They ere sawnt aleSharg ("the Voies of the East"), >|: 


Chile. This lastementioned paper is definitely prowAxig, 


0 thet its defense of the Mufti cannot be divorced fron . 


" sympathies for Germany and Italy. These papers reach the 
United States. regularly on exchange with Arable newspaparis: 
in this country, and apparently nothing .s being done to ° 


with approval by pro-Hufti papers in the United States, 
Loyalties Under war Conditions a 


stop them, Their articles sire naturally copied and quoted 


... How the atmosphere thus created has affected ware 
Gime activities 13 illustrated by the Gispute betwoan 
'‘Syriene and Lobanese over collecting money for the Red 
Cross A Syrian group reeeived from the Red Gress: the 


- * exelusive right to solicit among the Arabie-speaking comme. 


nity in this country. Since no mention of the Lebanegs 
wa3 made on the lotterheads of the organization, the _ | 


Lebanese protested to the Red Cross, who are boo bewildered _ 


‘to be able to do anything about the situation, The net 
result is that whereas the Arab National League was able 
to.collect $40,000 for the Huftt In a somparnttvely short — 
time, the Syrian Red Cross com ittes has go far produced 
only about $12,000. This information was gained from both 
Hr. Mokergel and from kr. George C, Dagher, 25 Beavar 
Street, New York City; the latter has been appointed by 
the Treasury Department to stimulate the purchase of 
defense securities by the Syro-Lebanese Community. 


- _ Se, Dagher says that one of the principal obstruce _ 
tionists is the Greek Orthodox Archbishop Bashir, an 


execontributor te the Arab National League. 


“Genolustons 


ae ‘the petaatien thus created 4s a dirt Loult one, | 
which. mast be treated with tact but at the same time. with 
merey. and firmness, In the first place, 1f the Arab 
; nal Leazue is suppreasad the ery wiil surely’ ‘go up 
it ‘as a Jewish instigation. . An sttemps should be 
. inde $0 separate the sheep Irom the goats, Probably zany 
: ge phose adhering te the Mufti would be brought ta their 
;8@ngea by a. sharp personal resiinder that these are no 
tines for divided loyalties, The Pingleaders, who are . 
eonselously reaponsible for the misehie?, ghould ‘oe given 


ie Special treatments These inelude besides Apab Hatt, 


ais, ess organi serst for the so-called "Ino 
meen =e See an) movement of Antun Satad n (oar 
Welt AEDs Hitler-youth inapired organization, | wh 
‘Oo Yee arm eleeelation in this country and trying to eis 
the: support: of Arab graupa. The whole situation provides 


 & BGed sarmle of the working of the Axis policy of Fonenédui = 


fae Sheir owl ends the rivalrtes, jealouatis and prejudices. 
“.gteups. in- other countries, and of these weaknesses, phe . 

_ Redble-speaking teaereats an this counery have: hore: : a 

ae share, ee 
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‘Fakir: “uatiue, a student at the University: of idtehtgen, 
and his eolleague Raji Zahir, 


soe eewip sic 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BR. 
in OUT 


2 Hillside CourdiL 6 9 06 AM “d2 


rn OF oa Cs papimaTor OF INFORMATION 


Prof. Benjamin D. Meritt 
School of Humanistic Studies 
Princeton, N.J. 


Dear Meritt: 


Fakri Malouf is registered with Dean Bursley as “ 
ne ane been President of Al-Thagafa for the year 194l- 
1942. 

Al-Thaqafa is a club or society consisting of 
students from Syria, Palestine and Iraq, every one of 
whom I believe to be definitely Arab Nationalist, though 
the sonstitution of the club states that its aims are 
purely cultural, as the name indicates, My impression 
was definitely confirmed today by Williem Merhab, a 
loyal American, long known to me, born in Toledo, Ohio, 
and well acquainted with the club and its members. 

I camnot determine whether Malouf maintains any 
connection with the Arab Nationalists other than that 
above indicated. 


Though you have not asked me, I will volunteer 
the information that Professor Philip Hitti himself 
is definitely an Arab Nationalist, as attested by stu- 
dents of mine who only a year ago studied with him in 
Princeton and found his teaching so dominated by that 
political bias as to be disagreeable. 

From my experience I should never employ any 
foreign-born speaker of Arzbic, though naturalized, 
in any confidential capacity. American-born Syrians 
rarely have a good cormand of newspaper-Arabic if 
they are sufficiently americanized to be employable. 
MeGhab id thoroughly reliable, but notyrapid. He 
was 4 student of mine in Arabic. He no a F 

Spanis ‘ome eua g rtment 


some Government service as yet unknown. 

American-born missionaries seldom have a good 
enough command of Arabic. They are usually pro- 
Beitisn and pro-Arab, but also pacifist and anti- 
Zionist. 


Faithfully yours, 


\ nit 
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a <n MAY 45 1942 
nes Alen Croneteny Boas Figures ‘S N E..=6 : 
_. Mabrary: of Congress Annex 
Washington, DG. - 
3 Dear Alane 
Our. friends who are reading te us. ‘the Avabic- 
- “language press report that the Lease Lend program aid ae 
te fraq and Iran cemes aS. very geod news to our | vat ' i 
_ Avablo~speaking minorities. If the help which goss 
50 this part of the Middle East can be played up in 
the appropriate foreign-language press. in this country, 
at will be con¥ineing proof that the United States is. 7 
backing. words Fits deeds Py and will tend to counter ub. a - | 
| any Axis propaganta that the United States is ao in- | Hos 
| a volved with Japan that, 1% can spare no material for 
ether fronts. 
«This suggestion is sent to you pursuant. to your 
request mad during our aa pleasant and helpful con~ 
ference - this morning. 
| | Sincerely yours, 


Bniti- eg ~D.2 p 
| 


DeWitt Ce Poole 


To: 


SUBJECT: 


LM t..L» 


COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION vA Z. Rob 
en / 
INTEROFFICE MEMO 


B. D. Meritt DATE May 15, 1942 


et ee 
Mr. DeWitt C. Poole PARELGY NUTIOng 


Fui: BRA NCH 


Suggestion for Mr. Alan Cranston 


A report from Faris indicates that 
the Lease—Lend Program of aid to Iraq and Iran 
is very good news to the Arabic-speaking mi- 
nority in the United States. If any help that 
goes to this part of the Middle East can be 
played up in the appropriate foreign language 
press in this country, it will be convincing 
proof that the United States is backing words 
with deeds, and it will counter any Axis prop- 
aganda that the United States is so invoived 
with *apan that it can spare no material for 
any otner front. 


I have gathered from Faris! earlier 
reports that the Arabic Press is in fact quite 
loyal, put it seems to me that news of this 
kind about our growing activity in the Middle 
East, with the successful sending of supplies 
to that part of the world, will increase the 
prestige of the United States in the eyes cf 
our Arabic-speaking friends. 


B.D.M. 6 
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Harry Zinder, special correspendent of the Baltimore 
Sun, writes from Aden that the magic name of the United States 
has become a potent weapon .n counteracting Axis prop@ganda in uel 
the Arab and Moslem World, and points out that Saudi Arabia is 
"the keystone of united Nations! Middle East position." He 
speaks of the enthusiastic welcome with which the United States {> 
agricultural mission has been received, and of the growing be- 
lief in the Arabic-speaking world that with the aid of this 
great democracy the Allies will ultimately muster sufficient 
strength to smash the Axis. He also points out that Axis pro- 
p&ganda is active trying to exploit Arab hostility to politieal . 
Zionism and to make capital of the seizure of Syria from Vichy 
France which they [the Axis] insist is a death blow to the future 
gevelopment of pan-Arabism. The writer is aware of the fact that | 
Britain, in her relations with the Arabic-speaking world has to 
cope with the disfavour which its past policies wrought. The 
United States is, hovvver, free from such disadvantages, and 
its influence is already producing favourable results. 

[The unique position of rhvesaud and his Saudi Arabia has 

werent caren 

already been stressed in my report of March 29, 1942, on "United 
States Farm Mission to Saudi Arabia", and the unique service 


which the United States can perform was pointed out in my re- 


Qe 


Saudi Arabia and the United States (cont.) 


port of April 4 on "The United States and Ibn Saud". The sug- 
gestions I made in my report of March 29 have been partially 
carried out. Since, however, there is a tendency to leave 
diplomatic activities in that area in the hands of Britain 
because of its unique position in the Near East, it must be 
pointed out that, like the problem of India, the problem of 
Arab relations with the democracies is no longer a Britésh 
concern only. It is vitally important to all the United 
Nations, and the government best able to carry out such 


delicate diplomatic relations is the United States', not 


Britain. Britain suffers from many handicaps: grievances 


Legitimate and otherwise, the association of its name with 
imperialism, and the frequent errors of its government. The 
United States is in a more fortunate position: it is not handi- 
capped by the spectre of territorial ambitions and imperialistic 
designs. In the mind of the Arabic-speaking world it is fighting 
for an ideal, for a way of life congenial to them. Should the 
United States decline to assume this grave responsibility, the 
disappointment resulting therefrom will be serious and costly to the 
United Nations. 

In view of this, I submit again the suggestion that the 
United States supplement the agricultural mission with a poli- 
tival one; and that as soon as possible a son of the house be 
invited to visit this country. Tbn Saud is the key to the en- 


tire Near East, as well as the Arab and Moslem World. 
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February 23, 1942 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES |) 
| BRANCH | 
Honorable James ©, Dunn 
BDepartnent of State WE -§ 
Washington, D. C. ee 
Deer Jinay: 
| E believe that you will find of interest 
the enclosed memoranda relating to The Grand Mufti of 
Jerusalem and The Emir Emin Arelan. The suthor ie 
Profegeor N. A. Faria of the Department of Oriental 
Languages at Princeton, Copies are being sent alsa 
to Hareld Hooking. 


Sineerely yours, 


(Signed) JOEN 0, WILEY 


EngLlosures: 2 
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two copies were sent to Lefty Lewis 
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for distribution by him; one copy 
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each for Hoskins and Dunn to go 


x 


with letters prepared for your 
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snd Mufti of Jeruszslen ea o ~ 


Al-Haj Amin cl-Husaynig Crand Mufti of Peat cleeeh ae | 

"Sf the Supreme Moslem Council in Pelestine is the | 
“rrankenstein”™ which the cdministration cf Sir Uerbert Sam-: 
uel (now Lord Samuel}, British High Commissioner of Palestine . 
from 1920-25, created. 

The Mufti belongs to the Fusayni family, one of the 
leading Moslem families of PalestTvwev “The femily claims des- 
cent from al-Husayn, second son of "Ali the third caliph and gue 
Fatimah the daughter of Muhammad. For sometime this family 
had a monopoly over the office of the mufti of Jerusalen, 
whose main duty was to interpret the law when the courts 
disagreed. The office had no special powers nor special 
prestige, since final authority rested in the offices of the 
Shaykh al-Islam in Constantinople. But when the Great War 
put to end the supremacy of Constantinople, each country 
turned to the mufti residing in its csepitsi e1 7 and vested 
in him, informally, final authority over ecclesiastical court sy 


Le 
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Amin al-Husayni was then a youth in his early twenties} 
His aged uncle was the Mufti of Jerusalem. He himself had a 
“secular education, mcinly in St. George’s School. He became 
involved in the uprisings against the 4icnists in 1920, ana 
was sentenced to death, Ee fled the country, but was shortly 
afterwards pardoned by Sir Herbert Pamuel. 


on his uncle's death he succeeded as Mutti of Jerusalem, 


in spite of a great deal of protest on the part of more learned 
candidates. 


The Government created at that time a council to | 
have charge of the Moslem religious endowments. The Head ls 
of the newly organized council was to be elected by the Mos- 
lem themselves. The result of the election gave Amin al- ; 

Husayni the least number of votes among four candidates; UU [wee 
but Sir Herbert insisted upon appointing him to the new ets 
office; the appointment was followed by the issuance of a 
new constitution for the religious endowments, giving the 
Mufti a term of office amounting to twenty-seven years [nine 
years to be avtomatically renewed twice]. At his disposal 
was placed the entire income of the religious endowments, 
an income exceeding $500,000 annuzlly. 


Only then did the Mufti of Terusalem become the Grand 
Mufti of Palestine and Head of the Supreme Moslem Council. 


With his family prestige, his position, and an unli- 
mited source of patronage, the Grand Mufti began to build his 
power. The Government recognized him as the head of all the 
Moslems of Palestine. The rest was easy. He exploited Moslem 
hatred to "infidel" rule; he also assumed the Leadership of ; 
the Arabs of Palestine against both the Pritish and the sgionists. 


- The robés of the martyr should be removed from the Mufti. 


Outside Palestine, only in North Africa could the Mufti suceeed 


ee 


It was in this latter capacity, his leadership against the 
4icnists, that he gained reputation both as a patriot and 
as a martyr. He became a symbol of opposition to foreign 
rule. 7: 


As the Jewish Problem became more a in Europe, 
the Zionist problem became more afcpte in alestine, and the 
name of the Mufti became known throughout the Arabic-speaking | 
world. Up to that time, it is generally belleved, the Mufti | jel 
- was a sincere leader trying to win a cause in which he believed ©. 
But when after the 1936 troubles in Palestine he.” 
was compelled to flee the country, the agents of Italy ard 5. SS 
Germany courted his favour, and he succtmbed to their intrigues. 
The person who served as intermediary between Mussowlini and 
the Mufti is none other than the Emir Shakib Arslan, a Druse 


nobleman living in Geneva and dedf@é¥ed to international 
intrigue, 


With Italien and German money, the Mufti has been 
able to continue his Opposition to the British, first from amet Sat 
Juniah, a village in the Lebanon, with french consent and . . 
encouragement, then from Baghdad, Teheran, and now from ‘6 
Rome and Athens. | : 


The influence of the Grand Mufti is based on - 
a negative foundation, and, therefore, can be easily counter=° 
acted. He has a great following, and, likewise, many enemies. 
But so long as the Arabic-speaking majority of Palestine he . 
continues to have a gelevance against Great Britain, so long 
will his influence last. The moment the fears of the Palestin- 
fan Arabs are alleyed, the Mufti's influence will CeaB6, 


This could best be done by Showing him up as a Quisling who 
has accepted money from. the Nazis and the Fascists, the same 
Fascists under whose yoke the Moslems of Italian North Africa 
have lost half of their number during the past twenty years. 


Sentiment in Syria is now pro-British; in Iraq ,a S ot 
new regime intends to throw its lot with the 26 anti-Axis 
Powers; in Lebanon, which is Christian and Separatist, the 

Mufti's influence is nil; Transjordan would follow the Enir 

Abdullah, who is the Mufti'ts mortal foe; Egypt is too close 

to the Axis in Lybia to induige in such luxuries as the Mufti. 


in reaching a sizable public. But no one contaminated with 
Italian money could win the confidence of the poeple of North 


Africa, 
Kb llreine fence 
Feb. 15, 1942 Nabih Amin Paris’ 
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The Arslan family claims descent from the princes of 
Lakhm, a buffer-state whien separated the Persian empire of 
the Sassanids from the marsuding be‘ouins. They were settled 
in the Lebanon, according to their ciaim, by al-Mansur, the 
second tAbbasid oflgiph, in the middle of the eighth Christian 
century. For centuries they were the ruling family among 
the Druses, though now the government is in the hands of the 


Atrash family. oN pagyee : 
oo One vt | 


Two members of this family have beén very active during 
the last decade on behalf of Italy, ang’ subsequently on be- 
half of Germany. The Emir Shakib ArsFan, resident of Geneva, 
and the Emir Emin Arslan, resident ae Aires, where he 
edits an Arabic bi-weekly, Al-Ist Lil abe The two Emirs are 
first cousins. The Emir Emin of Buenos Aires is the more 
fanatical, and, therefore, has been more articulate. The 
Emir Shakib is more iiterary and subtle, and, therefore, 
has remained in the background. But because there is in 
Brazil and the other South American countries 4 sizable .. 
Arabic-speaking community, the Fmir Emiu is, perhaps, capable 
of more mischief. 


ia ee EN 
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It should be remehered that the Emir Shakib has acted 
as intermediary between the Mufti and Mussoulini; and what 
is decided on in Rome is carried out in Buenos Aires by 
the Emir Emin. It is a part of the wide fifth column activi- 
ties with which the Axis attempts to spread confusion and 
fear. 


The Emir Emin has little influence himself; put he 
continually appeals to the religious fanaticism of Moslems, 
although he himself is not a Moslem, and tries to inflame 
them against the "imperialism c* the infidels". 


fart ba4 we ce i 
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Feb. 15, 1942. Nabih Amin Faris 
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January 28,1942 ._ 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: B.D.Meritt 


Subject: Syrian Lebanese reaction in New York 
to the Grand Mufti{s ean in Berlin 


Eee 
: st 


(Information fu ished’ by Nabih Amin Feris from 
the Arab repeals da of Jan. Wee N 
ey ALONE: 

The arrival of the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem 
in Berlin, sequel to the ; int British-Russian 
operations in Iran, was the signal for a series 
of attacks upon the Mufti by the leading Arabic 
daily of New York. While favoring the Arab 
cause in Palestine, al-Hoda feels that in this 
present crisis, both Arabs and Jews should realize 
that their own little fight is of secondary 
importance, and that its solutions could and 
should wait until the final defeat of the Axis 
powers. It also feels that the Grand Mufti has 
been giving comfort to the enemy, and, therefore, 
should be repudiated. The same paper takes 
other Arabic papers in the country to task, and 
4n no uncertain terms condemns their silence 
on this issue. ~ 

ee 


Be Se, 
ae 


Dewstt' ¢ Role , AES ATOUREIMES 
aes Dewitt ¢ Ale (to) ERA 


Zionism and the ‘mericay “‘iandate over Syria and FEB. 61942 fs | (S 
3b 
“he subject of an wmerican mandate over “wa and the 

Lebanon still avitates the readers of tne .s- ameer. So far 
the reaction has beon unanimously in favom rT the mandate 
though the danger of increased -ionist activity under an 
American mandate is pointed out. Tt is felt that Aborbeme Ct 

is perhaps more influential in this country than CEOREGA AIATION 
Britain, and, therfore, those who advocate such 2lmanda+PBRANGH 
should be pr-pared for sreater Viontst penetration, unless 
the arabs of Palestine the:nselves stop selling thqir land. 
os | NE- we: 

AsS-Saneer, Teb. 2, 4, Bae 


Arabs of Iraq Veerins towards Britain, 


o 


Nuri Fasha al-g3 ae» TEL ue ‘inister of Iraq announced 
“emer 
that Iraq intends to join the twenty-six anti-Axis Powers 


and take a more active part in the war on the side of Britain, 
her ally. This announcement has been received enthusiastically : 
in Arabic-speakins circles in this country, and it is hoped uh, 
that Iraq will immediately join the Democracirs in the Picht 
against the Axis. 2 .f 
Matact 
wirtat al-Gharb, Feb 2, 1942, 
Seraeaersaeresgirs ettste PA MERON AIT stab gs ba, any acs 


The Grand Muftits Axis Contacts Condemned, 


As further evidence is revealed that the Grand “urti or 
Terusalen was anc is still in the pay of the axis Power rs, and 
conducts on their behalf anti-llied prov@cvanda amons the Arabs, 

‘the Arabié-speaking press in this country has called upon all 
the Arabs to declare the ‘turfti a @uisl: ing and to remember that 
their future welfare is linked with the Allied victory end the 
couplete defeat of the axis. 


‘ 
& 


Aib-toda, eb. 4, “ata 


the Grand Mufti and Rashid ‘011i al-gilani Organizing Rxist 
Prpoganda among the ATPa@bs. 4.9 
fn anticipation of their sprin: offensive throue sh North 
Africa and through Turkey, the “ermans are conducting inten- 
Sive propaganda among the Sue ren their 5 ee the 
Grand Mufti and tho former prime -inister of aa who are 
are urging upon the Arabs a seneral revolution, Such a re- 


voultion is to dein simltaneously with the Corman ofvensive, 


og arene 
: e5salany Blas aa. 
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Fob. 1\ 442 Jabih amin, Faris. 
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ne from: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: Grand Mufti to ve Honoured in Argentina and Chile. 


DS pvt } 
[Al- reign. Arable weekly, Santiago, Chile; January 
9 : e 

According to al-Islah, the Arabic-speaking papers 
in South America, which are still free from the "microbes 
of eae a are planning a meeting in honour of the 
Haj. Amin al- -Husayni,,ggrand Mufti of Jerusalem. Al-Islah 

entra nt ELIE TE aaa are amare 

also promises to sponsor a similar meeting in Chile "to 
honour the leader who is beloved by over 80 4 of the Arabic- 
speaking immigrants in the Republic of Chile.” 


[Quite likely 80 % of the Arabic-speaking immigrants 


in Chile, as well as in Argentine, Brazil, and even the United = 
yal 
"i 


States, sympathize with the Grand Mufti, and regard him as 


a martyr, driven out of his home land by imerialistic tyrants. 


In the South American countries this sympathy is strong ehough 
to drive those communities to the side of the Axis. In the 
United States, however, it is only sentimental. Few indeed 
would follow the Mufti into the Axis camp, although few would 
condemn him. His prestige has diminished greatly since he 
made Berlin his abode, but he still remains the symbol of 
patriotic struggle. The fact that only cne Arabic-speaking 
paper, namely al-Hoda, has openly attacked his position, while 
the others observe a discreet silence, is sufficient proof 
that, despite his mistaken judgement, he remesins an idol to 


many. J 


| FORE! Pj 

(a 
To: DeWitt C. Poole | APR 9 i962 
From: Nabih Amin ¥Yarig NE-F- A 
Subject: Statues for Rashida“? 


[Al-Islah, Arabic weekly, Santiago, Chile; January 
31, 1948.] | 


Commenting on the death sentence passed on Rashid 
Ali al-~Jilani, former prime minister of Iraq, al-Islah be- 
rates the present Iraqi administraticn for condemning a "great LO 
patriot who rebelled against British arrogance", and suggests 
that Iraq should erect statues for him and for the Grand Mufti, 
both of whom “have and are expending their lives for the eman- 


cipation of the Arab world." 2 ore i 
[Al-Islah does in Chile what + ‘Istiklal re rat 
Argentina. Its connexions with the Axis, unlike tie latten, 
are not well-known. Its influence is, therefore, more danger- 
ous. Incidentally, in the recent presidential election, this 
paper supported General Ibanez. 
Most Moslems are sentimental about the Mufti, who 
has succeeded in cloaking himself with the mantle of a martyr. 
The influence which he now exerts, however, is not as great 
as the sympathy which he enjoys. His flight from his home- 
land has been likened to that of the Prophet's hegira. The 
best way to counteract this propoganda is to show the Moslems 
that this champion of Islam is giving comfort and aid to Italy, 


whose twenty years of misrule in Tripoli has resulted in tls 


decimation of fifty per cent of its Moslem population. | 
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Princeton, N. J. 
1942 Nay ©, 1942. 


MAY 7 
To: vewitt C. Poolle Nv ee 
from: Nabih Amin faris 
Subject: the Mutti and the Aratic Press in the United states 
rea eens York, April £0, 1942; al-Hoda, New York, 
April 27, 1942.) 

Under one of its special features, entitled "Tunes and 
Rkunes", As-Sayeh write the following singie statement: “Phat 
newspaper man continues to say, ‘Allah be preised! We have 
attacked the Mufti; what more does Americs need as proof of 
our loyalty.'" further down the columr, the folloving state- 
ment is also made: "lhe Americsn government would take into 


custody anyone aiding the enemy. Accor“’ing to that comic paper, 


this means anyone who does not attack the Mufti." 
.% 
(The man pene that newspaper man and that comic paper 


MoRKats el . 
Mean the Bditor~éT7al-Hoda and al-H-da respectively.] 
acento ee 

In a very lengthy editorial, al-Hoda replies with the 
charge that As-sNayeh, like As-Sameer, is a Mufti partisan and 
a disloyal American. 

[The presumptuous attitude of al-Foda that it is the only 
loyal Arabic paper in this country seems to have exasperated the 
other editors. Thet al-Hoda is the only paver t° attack the Murti 
openly is true (see my report on "Grand Mufti to be Honoured in 
Argentina and Chile"; April 4, 194°). The silence of the other 
papers cannot, and shoul4 not, be construed as evidence of their 
€isloyalty. In its finsl analysis, the acrimonious controversy 
between al-Hoda and the other Aralic pnpers is personal. In this 
connexion it must be remembered that the orimary vourpose of Ara- 


tic press in this country is not to form or influence the opinion 


of its audience, but to entertain it. Al-Hoda aims at pleasing 


a Dn 


The Mufti and the Arabic Press in the United States (cont. ) 


the separatist Lebanese element which is the majority. His attempts 
to bait other editors to attack the Murti, and his insistance that 
this is the only test of loyalty, seem to the others silly. No 
Arabic-speaking editor would attack the Mufti -- the limit they 
would go is silence. But their silence does not mean approval of 

of the Mufti's aid to the Axis. Nor does it mean that they are 
disloyal Americans. 


The best that could happen would be to ban the mention of 


the Mufti in the Arabic press. This could be achieved through 4 


gentlemanly agreement among the editers. There is nothing more 


impotent than a forgotten martyr.] 


Princeton, N. J. 
! 942 » 
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To; DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris MAY 22 19 
Subject: The Arab National plague pee. Mur) 
| [Al-Hoda, May 13, 15, 1942.) 

Subsequent to the charge, made by the editor of 
al-Hoda (April a that the Sayeh, along with As-Sameer and 
the Arab National League, is disloyal (see my report sane Mufti 
and SHS eens Press in the United States", May 4, 1942), Mr. 
Habib I. Katibah, secretary of the National Arab League, add- 
ressed an open letter to al-Hoda. The letter was written at 
Miami, Arizona, and was dated May 2, 1942. 

Mr. Katibah says: "You accuse the Arab National League 
of disloyalty, and even treason; that it is in sympathy 
with the Mufti's stand on the side of Hitler. Such grave 
accusations cannot pass unnoticed, especially because, if 
true, they expose several individuals to punishment;and if 
allowed to go without refutation, might bring innocent men 
pefore the law. 

In the first place the Arab National League was dis- 
solved before the United States entered the war, and before 
the Mufti's flight to Berlin. How can you, then, say that 
the Arab National League supports the Mufti in his present 

| policies? 

In the second place the National Arab League was or- 


ganized for the defence of the Arab cause in general, and 


that of the Palestine cause in particular. How could this 


- 


The National Arab League and the Mufti (cont.) 
be interpreted as disloyalty to the United States? How does 
it differ from the stand of the Founding Fathers of this 
country who rebelled against British tyranny; and fought 
against Britain, their mother country, whose people were 
racially the same as the Founding Fathers? The Arabs, on 
the other hand are trying to free themselves from the yoke 


of a foreign power who is exposing their future to economic 


salvery. 


Thirdly, the overwhelming majority of the members of 
the National Arab League, like mygelf, do not approve either 
of the Mufti's present policies or his flight to Berlin. We 
regret that he did not seek political refuge in Egypt or in 
Saudi Arabia, both independent states who have the right to 
offer asylum to political refugees. You must not forget, 
however, that it was British imperialists who have driven 
the Mufti to the lap of Hitler; the Mufti and others be- 
Sides him, who were so driven, have ceased to distiguish 
between British imperialism and Nazism, especially because 
Nazism was being presented to them in other than its real 
colour, seeking their friendship while the imperialists who 
professed democracy were driving bhem out of their home lands. 
Do you for a moment think that Britain acted with equity to- 
wards the people of the Near Bast and-India? Do you think 
that it tried in earnest to gain their confidence before 


the present crisis? Even among the leaders of Britain itself 


and America we find many who have criticized the reactionary 


a= 


The Arab National League and the Mufti ¢cont.) 


policies sometimes displayed by the British government. 


Constructive criticism of such policies and the free 


discussion of topics which concern the future webl-being 
of democracy should not cease, even now, 

The National Arab League does not exist anymore. If, 
therefore, you have political enemies among the other Arabic- 
speaking editors, please confine your criticism to them and 
let the members of the dissolved Arab League alone. If you 
desire to accuse them or the League of such grave offences, 
you had better base your charges on records and documents, 
not on rumours and hearsay gossip heard in restaurants and 
coffee houses. Times are grave and critical; adherence to 
facts is best under such circumstances. Othewise your false 
charges are more disloyal to the ideals of real Americanism 


than the acts of its outspoken enemies." 


{{ The letter speaks f6r'itself. Mr. Katibah, I be- 
lieve, echoes the sentiment of the majority of the members of 
the dissolved League, especially in their disappointment with 
Mufti's course. The question of loyalty and disloyalty is the 
ereation of the editor of al-Hoda. It is irresponsible and mis- 
chievous. Mr. Katibah, in way of background, is a Christian 
Arab, educated at Harvard Divinity School, author of several 
books and articles on Near Eastern problems. He has been in 
this country for over thirty years. His loyalty as an American 


citizen is beyond reproach. Though a champion of Arab claims in 


The Arab National League and the Mufti (cont.) 


Palestine, he was quick to see the dangers inheisnt in continued 


political agitation both to the Arabs themselves and to Britain. 
This belief led him and the late Dr. Shatara, the president of 
the League, to dissolve the League as an organization, and to 
urge upon Arab leadership in the Near East the necessity of 
avoiding any act that might be embarrassing to Britain and her 
allies in the conduct of the war against the Axis menace. (See 


my special report of May 2, 1942.) j] 
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PRESS READINGS: NEAR EAST 


TTITUDE TOWARD FREE FRENCH AND ‘VICHY FRANCE. 
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PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


January 28, 1942 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
Prom: B.D.Meritt 


Subject: Support for Free French fiom the Syrian 
Lebanese Americans Zyl 


(Information furnished by Nabih.-Amin Faris from 
the Arab papey’ r'et al-Gharb of Jan. 164, 5 
WI Goal ~ 


Over sixty PéYstns were present at a dinner ~— / 
held on Saturday, Jan. 10, 1942, at the Hotei 
Pennsylvania in New York in honor of J es de 
Sieyes, General Charles de Gaulle's répresentative 
in the United States. §. Mokarzel.,. editor and 
proprietor of Al-Hoda, prééided. De Sieyes is 

on his way to the Lebanon where he will assist 
General Catroux, the Free Frenchcrepresentative 

in the Lebanese Republic. 
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PUREE RAT TTTTES wap 9 1940 
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Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 


fo: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: N. A. Faris 


[Information obtained from Al-Hoda, of New 
Work, of February 25, 19427] 


Vidy France's philandering with the Axis Powers 
is severely condemned in an editorial in al-~Hoda, while the 
State Department's cool rélations with deGaulle and the Free 
French is regretted. 
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Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 


To: DeWitt C. Pool ———__,_-<_ 
From: N. 3. Faris 


Subject: DeGaulle's Personal Representative among the Lebanese 
Gammunity in Mexico. | 


w' [Infomation obteined from_Al-Hoda, of New York ,. 
yore of February 26, 1942.] 
Yr, 


General de Gaulle has e--pointed the Lebanese merchant 
Niax ho al-'Abd_as his personal r°presentative among the 
ebanese of Mexico. 


Like the Lebanese of this country, those 
of the sister republic are partisans of de Gaulle. 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole . 


. | “FOREIGN NATIONALITIE 
From: Nabih Amin Faris BRANCH s 


Subject: Vichy France and the Iraq Rebellion of 1941. NE€E-to-@R 


{Al-Hoda, Arabic daiiy published in New York b 

Salloum A. Mokarzel, Shristian Lebanese; March. 

Dy 1942. ] ) i OG gt ae er 

fy PA 
In a letter from Beirut, dated November 22, 1941, and 
published im al-Hoda, Mar 3, 1942, it is stated that Nuri | 
Pasha A.<Sadd, present p¥ime minister of Iraq and staunc 
supporter of Britain, d declared that the recent rebellion 
of Rashid ‘Ali al-J ni has been inspired and supported by 
Vichy France, while the Japanese agents worked on behalf of ' . 
the Axis Powers. NL-Wos AYN . 
/o\t 


Rashid ‘Ali, it will be remembered, fled Iraq first to 
Turkey and then to Iran where he joined ene eee Upon 
the abdicatmwh of the former Shah and the arfival of the British 
and Russian armies, both found shelter in the Japanese embassy 
at Teheran. It was the Japanese embassy too that arranged for 
their escape and final arrival in Rome. 


The representatives of Vichy France have been active on 
behalf of the Axis Powers in Egypt as well. It was their 
activities on behalf of the Axis that led to the severance 
of diplomatic relations between Vichy and Egypt, and precipi- 
tated the last cabinet crisis. 
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MAY 13 194 | Princeton, N. J. 
W C-lOr | April 25, 1942. 


ak 2: peWitt Ck_Poole 


4 From: Nabih Amin raris ee 
peck por" \* 
aed ta Subject: Syria and the Lebanon and the War Effort 


/ {[Al®Hoda, New York, April 28, 1942.) 


In a lengthy editorial al-Hoda takes the question of 
Hitler's next move, and the possibility of his using Laval 
for the re-congquest of the Syria and the Lebanon for Vichy 
¥Yrance and ultimately for himself. The attitude of the Syr- 
ians and the eevesens towards such a move is studied, since 
it is regarded to be of the utmost importance. Would they 
rise in support of the Allies as the people of the Philippines 
rose in support of the United States, or would they intrigue 
against them as the people of Burma did against Britain? 
| Were Vichy France still in control of these re@ions, 
the inhabitants would have teen, in all likelihood, indifferent. 
They felt no loyalty toward a regime which starved them. Now, 
the situation has changed. The Fres French and the British _ 
doing their best to feed the people; the people themselves have 
a larger share in the conduct of their government, thanks to 
the British and the Free French. They have something to fight 
for. It is , therefore, certain that they will rise in support 
of the Allies in the event an attempt is made by either Hitler 
or Laval to re-capture the country. The suggestion is made. that 
no more should be expected of them, since they have no say in the 
conduct of the war. Nevertheless, they shoul@ go on record and 
declare their stand. No matter how small or weak a country may 


be, it should let it be known where her loyalties lie. 


o 
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syria and the Lebanon and the War Effort (cont.) 


be 
Nor should it forgotten, the editorial continues (quoting 


from a radio speech which the eadtou made recently), that the 
rights of people are judged at the peace conference in accordance 
with their war effort. 

[ The people of Syria and the Lebanon have no reason to 
help Laval, still less Hitler. It is unlikely that they will 
aid either in any way. I# fact the Allies can count on their 
loyalty and active support. 

But the fear persists that at the peace conference nai: 
nations like Syria and the Lebanon will receive no consideration 4,V 
except in proportion to their participation in the war, irres- 
pective of justice. This is not conducive to confidence. They 
feel that they have done what they could by welcoming the British 


and the Free French. It is not within their power. to do more.] 
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JUN 5 1942 | Princeton, N. J. 
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To: DeWitt C. Wagle.. eau 
$ 
ww} ag > 
From: Nabih Amin fraris \ ww Jun 3 3 29 AN 42 
ee COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
Subject: Syrian oe Lebanese Me ants Marooned In Marseilles 
a\t 
{[As-Sameer, Brooklyn, May 23, 1942.] 
elite Ab TENES rine INEST a 
Seventy Syrian and Lebanese merchants from the Senegal amd 
the Ivory Coast were forced by the Vichy administrations there to 
close shop and return home. On their arrival indy Marseilles, the 
British and the Free F¥r-nch had already entered Syria and the Le- 
banon. Consequently the Vichy authorities would not permit them 
to continue on their way home, and landed them in Marseilles, where 
they still remain destitute, living on the charity of fellow country- 
mene. 
LI wonder wheather the services of the Red Cross or 


those of the Society of Friends couid be enlisted to relieve 


the distress of these men, and perhaps aid in returning them hom ] 


Princeton, N. J. 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris ee oe ze jm 10 9 o7 AM U2 
{[Al-Hoda, New York, Tune 3, 1942.] - 

- j An air mail letter to the editor of al-Hoda, dated Beirut, 
ol” man, 20, 1942, speak of an accelerated literary activity on 

the part of the Free French, and particularly of the formation 

of a special company by some leading Free French writers, with 

a capital of 60,000 Lires, for the express purpose of spreading 

French culture in the Near East. 

{This is indeed strange and interesting. Why should French- 
men go to a lot of trouble to spread French culture in Syria 
and the Lebanon when only yesterday more French was heard spoken 
on the streets of Beirut than any “ther European tongue? Ever 
Since 1860 France had the favoured position in those lands, and 
the French language was the lingua franca, not only in Syria and 
the Lebanon but also throughout the entire Near East including 
Egypt. Modern Arabic literature is saturated with French in- 
fluence. 

Why then this activity? It is true that in recent years 
English has been steadily replacing French as the lingua franca 
in the Near East, partly because English has become the language 
of science as well as commerce and even diplomacy. But this is 
not the whole answer. Perhaps the most important factor behind 


the new project is ‘he fear on the part of the Free French that 


with the collapse of French political power and loss of prestige, 


-2- 


French Literary Activity in Syria and the Lebanon (cont.) 


the favoured cultural position which France has hitherto held 


in the Near Hast will also be lost. This is an attempt to 
check the gradual disappearance of French influence in those 
lands, in the hope that its survival will aid in restoring and 
maintaining the Freneh favoured position after the war. 

Rivalry between France and Britain in those lands is of 
long standing. This rivalry never disappeared, not even during 
‘the most critical period following the outbreak of the war. it 
contributed greatly to France's choice of collaboration with the 
Axis against Britain and the United Nations. Jt seems to per- 
sist among the Free French whose relations wit. 3ritain in the 
Near East is not as smooth as should be. 

In itself the new project may or may not have any bearing 
on the war effort. But as a sympton of fear and distrust, it 


should be carefully watched, ] 


Princeton, N. J. > 
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EOCHDINATOR OF INF Harial BpINATOR OF INFORMATION, | 
Subject: Sultan Pabha al-Atrash and the Free French -Iio— 1 | 
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[Al-Hoda, New York, June 10, 1942.] JUN 201042 


HSEARETURN TO LIBRARY 2 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


During the visit of General Catreaux to the J pat 


' f \ ja BUELBING 158 
a4 | Druze, Sultan Pasha al-Atrash declared that the Druzes are 


loyal to France and to the Allied cause. 

[Sultan Pasha al-Atrash is the same Druze leader who 
fought France for about three years in the famous Drusge re- 
pellion of 1926-7. On the surface, therefore, the news are 
welcome. The Jabal al-Druze was autonomous until recently, 
when under British influence it was reunited with Syria. 

(See my report of May 4, 1942, on "Union ef caret al-Druze 
with Syria".) Prior to that Hasan Bey @)=Ateaciy member of 
the same ruling family was made minister of defence in the new 
Syrian cabinet (see my report of April 25, 1942, on "A New 
Cabinet in Syria"). That was evidence of increasing British 
influence, since the Druze are traditionally pro-British from 
the time of Palmexston and the erratic Lady Stanhope. Now the 
Free French are trying, not so much to rectify previous errors, 
but to regain lost influence. This militates against the uni- 
ted war effort of the United Nations. The war effort is perhaps 
similar to a chess game, but the influences which ought to be 
checkmated are those of the Axis not those of Britain. That is 


why this otherwise welcome news is indeed disturbing. ] 


Princeton, N. J. 8. 
June 14, 1942. aay WATIONALITIES Hin 


To: DeWitt C. Poole dua rT 9 1s AM *? 


From: Nabih Amin Faris COGROINATOR OF INFORMATION een aE 
OORDINATOR OF INFORMATION - 

q bject: Egypt R izes the Free French eine Oe 

Phe oe) ubjects: ecognizes e Free Frenc “1d — oa 
E Subj 6yP é RECEIVED 


[As-Sameer, New York, June 10, 1942.] JUN 201949 


PLEASE RETURN TO LIBRARY | 
A dispatch from Cairo reports that the E tian ee 
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government has recognized the Free French, and that the. 
latter's representative will receive diplomatic privileges 
without, however, enjoying the prerogatives of an ambassador, 
[French interests in Eeypt are of long standing and 
many. French nationals are also numerous. French influence 
is, Likewise, deep and widespread (see my report of June 7, 
1942, on "Free French Literary Activity in Syria and the 
Lebanon"), It is, therefore, natural that the Egyptian 
government should recognize some French body. Vichy's 
representatives, however, were, because of their activities 
on behalf of the Axis, expelled (see my report of March 8, 
1942, on "Vichy France and the Iraq Rebellion of 1941", pa- 
ragraph 3.) That left French interests without diplomatic 
representation. The news should, however, be viewed from 
the standpoint of the French who are fearful that their in- 
fluence in Egypt may wane unless they do something about it. 
This reflects continued Apglo-French rivalry, and the persis- 
tence of a mentality which approached Near Eastern problems 
from the standpoint of zones of influence. This ': in line 


with the Free French embarkation upon intensified literary 


Reypt Recognizes the Free French (cont. ) 


activity in Syria and the Lebanon (June 7). Neither could be 


held as conducive to the best conduct of the war. They fore~- 

shadow post war rivalries between Britain and France. In this 
connexion, it should be pointed out that there prevails a feel- 

what 
ing among the French in general that no matter/outcome the war 
wh, 

may have they cannot lgose. If the Axis wins the Vichy gang qe 

will carry on; and if the United Nations win the Free French 

will step in. In either case the French empire will be pre- 


served. Neither this approach nor its implication of empire 


is a thing to be viewed with tranquillity. ] 
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I called y Bing on Ur. Clie Ds” edey, : 
and editor of the § Baeble newspaper "AS ASSSANE. 
Atlantic Avenues, : Ya 


Ps sg 

Kr, Madey pceree among the cyrians as one of Ut, tae 
their great poets te a rabid anti-Zionist, 
Ye held forth atgam : “nd stakes of “reat Britain, ese 
pecially on the ¥ ~ Geclaration, Ye feels that there is 
some undergroungiiaae rried on in Washington by certain Jews 
who are endeavog # influence U.S.SRnators as Well ap Lord 
Halllax sgeardy® palestine queation. 


Accordg mr, “adey, neither the U.5.do0vernment nor Ul.” i 
tho Oritish heg Belcht to dispose of Pelestine and divide 
it into three@ Caristiens, Jews and Arabs, for Palestine 
telongs to th@® fend while the Jews have an equal right te 
Live there tha id do so as Falestinians, not as Jews. 


Ure Uae Seca not want Syria to be under a Freneh 
mendete for Qiewemech £211 the country with Jesuits - the 
very prissts WIO"G@R not destratle in france, Tne 2rench, he 
seid, wanted to make the Syrians French instead of letting Aner yy 
them remain Syrlense at 


we 

Although in the last war the ‘rebke fought with the * 
Uyttish and although they prefer British to French rule, they 
hate the British superior-rece-attitude towards them, Nedcy's 
paper udvocates American manavement of Syria, somewhat slililar 
to the American administration of the Philippines, In his 
connection he aent out ingquirtes to nis readers end the replios 
were to the effec& that this solution would be ideal for Syria 
tut ee fesred it was Vtopla as fmuriLcea is too far awaye 

\\ 
“Pe Uadey went on to say blip t a tig controversy is 
between his paper and "ALeigost, of which Wire Scllown 
~isg the editez, The latter favors a French mandate 
9 in addition, advocates complete seperation between Syria oan 

and Lebanon, The latter theory is entagonizing e great number 
of Syrians as well as most of the ‘yrian [ross lnm America. Teo 
prove ir, Moxargel's lack of sincerlty in the cause now ade 
vocated ty him, Madey geve me a copy of an article, which I 
now enclose, and which was written by Mokarzel seversl yerrs 
aco and which the "ASeSAMEER" reproduced recently, di stributing 
e lerge number of copies all over fmericee 


According to him, the Syrians therefore would only welcome 
en indepencent government should Amcrican wuiagement not be feasiblel® 


mee Py geeiane. written. ‘and’ -pabliehed: ae sar Louth Ae -rolearged,: editor. of 
(Nae the "Al-Hode" severely years: 8E0s reproduced: by. the As Sarieer! 


We. svould ike ‘to: make. ‘our: Sand: vi fe ince ey 
“clea on- the matter. We: donot ape 00 
* prove é either of. -the* broad. or ot the oS, sid we Ga 
“2 apatrietiad term, iexcept., ‘among. our as De ae 
ie _Selvés,: and: in: ‘cages. requiring. -elaritica- SETS 
-: tion) we would not. approve: of the ‘tem 0 
/.* Lebanese. or Palestinian’ Syrians. mor ots 
ee cg the’ term. ‘Gyrian-Arabs:: ‘Syria,’ we “hold, oe. i. ee 
ve ise an ‘independent, geographical. witty ne aa. ee 
Ure wet gee» which We are. bound to: recognize, “Eom co LA et Be 
WHATS WN A NAME?» aoa “ a » there: we. come™ “and - by its: name’ we. * ek seh 3 aa 
oa + ry violent ~ controveray seems ‘to. - ss" should be: snows. We have. been known 0 
, ee have developed as & result Of. the: adop-° “ AR: Ameriéa. by ‘this name tor over half. ee ; 
eee tion of a dual name- for. the’ Syrian ate e re = accentury and it would bea decided loss* ae 3 a Rh oi Be SOROS ge 
Be pace ne i Boston: ‘We are info1 2 os Ps . ‘for. us ‘to- undo the work, it has: taken pik eee Se 
cee by. the Boston. correspondent of’ a. New” “*s"'g0 tong. to: build and): begm-anewsthe © 
oe York: Sytian. newspaper that the ditter: °° - “work, ‘of. education with all its resultant ibe en . 
ae ence is being aired in’ the. ‘columns ‘of © os ont and . Hossible mice eee Ce “aks 
ae eee the: American: press. 0 ~ Boston, i ‘This, fof hea ae Reg Orn : 
oe indeed, 48. ‘regrettable, . ‘and it was Top. ~ ie It is through: no, preju dice ‘er am - ees pie “ 
moe tear of just: such. @ result ‘that_we’ ee “teal: ‘feeling’ that we’ are_ ‘pronipted to: a ta 
one our former. stand ‘in the: matter. ~ ey - take ‘this. stand. It -is. ‘rather, jn fulfill ERS 
peices “held that inasmuch as. we had: been: all ee ment of duty to our tace’in ‘sameri¢a. aoe Se 
ae along: known‘in this country; as Syrians; — ae : as. we: conscientidusly¢: feel it, We:fail 2 
es “Dy. such” a name ‘only: Ww “should: remain - ; oe ee “to see any penetit in the change of name a © ae ENE 
to be’ ‘Known whatever the internal ad- ° -: a OF the adoption of a dual:name. ‘Rather, et a ears 
pe *. | ministrative | ‘divisions’ if. the: mother — woe) we believe , that® such. a: course fould Se ae 
Woe ye dands Syrians, | Lebanese. “and Pales-. - oy ok, - result ain; injury to. “our standing Bh oR ae 
— — tinians. could ‘be includéd in this” clas- a a oe America, . in. the” ‘sense- that: we would ee ee a o 
aaa aitication, because their. ‘respective coun- fs Oe, ee tose: our former identity ‘of- jong. stand-. aeons S 
i tries: are. Within: thé “natural ‘geograph- Ee ane and’ be confronted with the = ecés- 
~ jeal;. boundaries of Syria. Besides, all... "sity -of .pstabiishing © ourselves anew. “0557 
"Arabic-speaking elements in the’ ou S. oO And.-we': ‘cannot too. srongly : emphasize ee ee 
* States: come’. “trom: Sryia, “and to: Imerge « £7) oe . _ the “fact that: we ‘stand: pledged. to. up- oe oe : 
“them in’ the all-inclusive term - “ Arabs” | ei eA fold’ our: ‘national. name and ‘defend our: PE ga oe 
would destroy: our. ‘work’ of half A, cen=* . Es ae racial interests as an’ ethnic. group ins cours aie oe : oe 
tury. in, America and: ‘necessitate: our. S “oy  America . pefore and ‘above - any. other: _ a ercen ‘ on 
"Starting the. work: ot” education. as to or, epiyee of: “old- country - politics. ces a oe 
: Our ethnological: descent. ‘all. over. again. Pee ‘Phe “Syrian World’: ‘is for: the: service: :, aren ae 
~ It: behooves. us: to bear in-mind. the - S oe and. defense of the Syridns | im: America, Laeats See 
alr important. fact that. we" jn America ee first’ and it is owing to these considera see er eee 
“are Americans. tirst: and: ‘preeminently, © na ee tions: that ibs -is.. hasan to. take. this, ae S 
5 and. that. to: our posterity; in- America * 4 : . ee 
=f _Wwe-owe. our prime duty. “Dhis sary is ike ee We. ‘giooedingly. rearet, that. stich roo Abe, 
~ partly: to identify. -ourselyes. by. on ae “situation ~ ‘has’: “developed. | Regardless: eee 
“scountry- of origin. ‘knis . country, Mapp ara Of: our, aftinations OL ‘sympathies with - ree er meee ce 
oye happens to enjoy. an, : _independefit _ sees : -old-country. politics; we should. never oe eee ae 
historical: record ‘as: well as. a disty eee “have. lost. sight ofthe fact, xthat. our. cee ees es aoe 
us ee ae eons “duty: ‘towards © ‘ourselves. as. a.% racial Pe ME aE Sea i 
oes oie vd group |in., America . is. “paramoint. and ie BOR es nt Py. one 
ik: ie preeminent. the: ‘conditions - we. havef 2 Eee a 
~~. ehosen to leave. cannot’ claim. oug-inf 
i . terests. in. the same: degtee | as: “those: we os : a pt tas oI ee 
.-fiave. chosen to live in. We must be fpir. ae eat peas oe 
“could: ever hope to gain. by a change of. ue va, to ourselves and give first considerat! Gao ee goes oe 
- name. “( At. best: this: ‘would. only: ‘intro- ; ae oe ee : to our standing in. our ‘country of adop- a a ge ee a 
Ce a tee duce in our. status an: “element. of. con- oP tom ‘We must. be per to.our children pe eC Wo ala, ae 
ne Me eo ‘Fusions Oe ar a ee es, aha ene ie ae 8 oe ‘and: ‘considerate of: their ‘immediate. n= See ; : a . oabSs - 
ee EES et Dr a eteotes da Bee ~~ Merests by clarifying, their stand instead rg ee 
BS OF complicating - ite We. maintain’ thaty = ear er ‘ 
BEG HO gets Tee a Re ae Los the term “Syrian” is the “only jogical. Ba he ee 
ee eee be oe “name BY: ne they should be known. ee ie 
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.. statistical: records is the United” 
- dq: not classify” “by our” 
~ tongue. “but. by - ‘ie " epatitey ot” origin. Se ei 
x = ik. will theretore—pe. ammediately. seen eo ae 
“that ‘we stand.to- lose, more’ than. we. 
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‘Damascus regarding the independ- | 
ence of Syria and engieey issued at 
Beirut, November epi) 
Lebanon independeige 
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Syria and Lebanon 


h 


Independence Slated ' 
For). S. Recognition . 


iq 
a 


Hope ‘for Early Start : 
Of ‘Negotiations Voiced | 
By State Department 


The United States held out of- 
pects hopes yesterday for formal 
‘yecognition of the independence of 
‘Syria and Lebanon, French Néar 
‘East mandate territories which have. 
‘been taken over by Free French 
forces. in co-operation ,.with the 
‘British. a , 


» Amnouncement ‘of this: Govern- 


erit by Secretary of State Hull that 
Ametican,celations with-tlie <Vichy 
regime ‘in: France were utider review 
Yin the: Jight of developments point- 


* 


fing to closer French-Nazi collabora- 
7 pela cade . OE 
née “State” Department” issued a 
sigiement formally welcoming recent 
ptoclamations of independence“ for 
Syria and Lebation, expressing the 
hope that negotiations for Ameri- 
can recognition of the territories as 
sovereign states may be undertaken 
“as ston as international conditions 
permit.” 


NY 


: Independenct Move Welcome. 


; che American Government and 
people have always sy:x.pathized with 
natural and legitimate aspira- 
tions of the people of Syria and 
Lebanon,” the statement said. “This 
G6vernment therefore welcomes any 
stips toward: the realization of these 


| 
| 


birations; ¢iiief among which is, . 


of course, the. full enjoyment of 


| sovereign “independence.” 


Joint British atid: Free French force 
défeated the Vichy French defend-. 
in June, after evidence of Ger- 
an and Italian infiltration de- 
oped in those territories, 


vi 
_paen. Charles de Gaulle, the Free 


‘Bench leader, and’ Gen. Géoyges 
C§troux, his> commanael—in the 


ar Bast, proclaimed the independ- 
e of Syria on September 16. Great 
Britain formally recognized the new 


| tepublic on October 28. Last Wednes- 


dgy Gen, Catroux proclaimed the 
iridependenice of ‘Tabanon and 
termination of the French mandate, 
atinouncing that armed forces of the 
new state will be ‘at the disposal of 
the British afd Free French allies, 


| 


Cj 
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Princeton, New Jersey 
February 28, 1942 


To: DeWitt C. Poole , 
From: N. A. Faris FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
| : BRANCH | 


Subject: Heifa-Tripoli Railroad. | Vv E-13-R 


[Information obtained from the Al-Hodg, of Ds 
New York, of February 26, 1942. a 
In an editorial, the editor of al-Hoda discusses 
the importance of the newly constructed railroad line between 
Haifa and Tripoli which, in effect, links Europe with Africa, 
and hopes that it will enable the Allies to augment their 
preparation against any possible attempt by the Axis Powers 
to sweep through the Near East. The peace time importance 
of the new link is also treated. 


I FOREIGN RATIONALITICS || 
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MAR 93 1942 


Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 


uneieoen 


To: DeWitt C. Poole [ FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
From: N. A. Faris. DRANCH | 


a HWE- IBA 
Subject: Italian Consul Expelled from Juddah.% 


(Information obtained from As-Sameer, OfMmmmene 
Brooklyn, of Februsry 21, and from o1~-Hoda, 
of New York, of February 2c, 1342, 


The action of the government o Saudi Arabia in 
expelling from Juddah the Italian Consu. has been haile 
in the Arabice-sneaking press as a step in the right rection, 
and is cited as evidence of the readiness of Ibn-Sa a to 
cooperate with the Democracies. — 


Note.: A weak link in the solidarity of the Arabic-speaking 
world behind the Allied cause may be found in the 
Yemen where the Italians had some commercial concess-— 
ions and where they expended a great deal of money 
for gaining a foothold in that region. It is not 
uhlikely that some of the leaders there are pro-~ 
Italian. 
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| Cyl . | WAY 1 1949 Princeton, N. J. 
ey. | | | April 25, 194s. 
. \ a DeWitt Oe Poole “!_ = J 
from: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: A New Cabinet in Syria 
{Al-Hoda, New York, April 21, 1942.) 
A dispateb from Damascus anmounces the formation of a new 
cabinet in which the ministry of defence is headed by eae 
{Hasan Bey al-Atrash is a member of the famous Druse 
ruling family which led the rebellion of 1925-27 eee the 
French. This might be quite significant, since he could be de- 
pended upon “check the influence of Vichy France. Again the 
Druse are traditionally friendly to Britain from the times ot 
Palmerston. Whether the appointment of al-Atrash to the 
Ministry of defence was inspired by Britain or not is not 
possible to determine. Very likely it was. It will satisfy 
the Druse minority, cheek Vichy influence, and insure suppuort 


for Britain. ] 


Princeton, i. 
May 24, 1942, 


To: Dewitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: American Soldiers in Syria 


[As-sameer, Brocklyn, May 21,! 


The news of the arrival of United States troops in Syria 


to re-inforce the Pritish garrison there is featured and hailed. 
The hope is again expressed that the United States will go beyond 
military aid, an“? that it will agree to remain is Syria after the 
conelusion of the war, for the purpose of being "to its people 
anf aid and a guide, an’ to its independence a guariian and a 
watch.* 

(As-Sameer seizes the opportunity to reiterate his idea, 
in which he believes, of a United States marvtate over Syria and 
the Lebanon. He has been, as my reports have shown, advoeaating 
a United states mandate over that region since the beginning of 
the year. But besides his earnest and sincere belief in the 
idea and the fret that he had had widespread support in his canm- 
paign, he might be also echoing a general hostility, common among 
the people of Syrie and the Lebanon, particularly the former, 
to the possibility of a post war continuation of French influence 
in the Near Hast. Outside the Lebanon such a continuation of Fren 
influence is heartily iisliked. Some feel that a foreign period of 
political tutelage seems ineviteble, and prefer to have the United 
States as a mentor. It is free of territorial ambitions, and could 


be trusted to leave when the time of political meturity arrives.] 


(FOREIGN NATIONALITIES ) | 
| BRANGE DW 


JUN 5 1949 | Hay 31, ygaponatiouaumes BR 


To: DeWitt Cc. Poole 


From: Nabih Amin gett> | A. 3 9 26 ANU? 


Subject: George Antenius v ede ow POOAD HEAT oS OF CAFORMANSH 


[Al-Hoda, New York, May 23, 1942; As-Sameer, Brooklyn, 


Ea | \s 
a George Antonius is dead. 

0 The death of George Antonius, prominent Christian 
Arab leader is a great loss to all friends of the Near East. 

He had the confidence of the British, the Moslems in and out 
of the Near Rast, and the Christians. 

He served Britain in Palestine and more importantly in 
concluding two freatifee of far-reaching results: The Anglo- 
weyptian treaty and the Anglo-Arabian treaty with Wbn-Saud. 

By virtue of his English education he understood the English 
mind; and because he was son-iixlaw of Faris Nimr Pasha, dean of 
Kgyptian journalism, he had an entrée to the political circles 
of Egypt. He was an ideal go between. He served Britain also 
in the court of ibn-Saud when he all but did the work of the 
late Sir Gilbert Clayton. . 

He also represented the Institute of Current Worla 
Affairs. He was often accused of being the power behind the 
throne in aledeadian polities. This is perhaps the result of 
his being a Christian, which precludes his occupying the positim 
or titular leadership. He had therefore to advise and work 
behind the scenges. His sanity and moderation would, if he were 
spared, been invaluable for the cause of the Allies now and in 


the pos& war period. No Arab can take his place.] 
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Princeton, N. 
March 29, 1942 


om 


\ ae Wo: DeWitt ©. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 


subject: United States farm Mission to Saudi Arabia 
[Meraat-ul-Gharb, Arabic-speaking semi-weekly in ™% 
York; Mar > 1942.4 . 


The United States is sending an agricultural mission 
to Saudi Arabia to examine the possibilities of developing 
that countries resources and to conduct experimental plant- 
ings; the mission is headed by \° S. Twitchell, for some 


time technical advisor to Tbn—Saud. The mission, the State 
gee RTI 

Department announced, was organized at the request of Ibn 

saud himself. 

[Ibn Saud'ts confidence in the United States has been 
demonstrated by his granting of the oil concessions through- 
out his domain to American firms and his exclusion of other 
nations despite their generous offers. He is convinced that 
this country has no territorial ambitions or imperialistic 
designs. This view of the United States is also held by 
all the other Arabic-speaking countries, and is a great 
asset to the Allied cause in the present crisis. 

Most important of all is the fact that Ibn Saud is the 


most beloved and most respected Arab figure in the Arabic- 


med 
4% 


. speaking and Moslem worlds. Indeed he is fhe key man in the 


whole Near East situation. By virtue of being the keeper of 
the Two Sacrea Cities of Islam (Mecca and Medina), the expo- 
nent of Islam, and his accomplishments in we? iing together 

the warring tribes of the Peninsula, he is the central figure 


in a resurgent Pan-Islamism. To insure his active goodwill 


-~2Qe 


United States ferm Mission to Saudi Arabia (cont.) 


will insure the active goodwill of all the Moslems. 

I suggest that this farm mission be followed, at the 
earliest possible time, by a political mission which will 
address itself to the task of cementing the friendship 
between the two countrties. Such a mission will demonstrate 
to Ibn Saud that the United States is indeed interested in 
obtaining his goodwill and in dealing with him on equal 
basis. 

It is important that the membership cf the mission 
include one well versed in the history, culture, religion, 
and language of the land. It is likewise important that 
the head of the mission have some military rank, even 


temporary. 


VY 
If such,mission should be seriously considered, I am 


ready to make some further suggestions, setting forth 4 


practical programme which might be tollowea.| 


To: DeWitt C. Poole APD 3 ok 
ne-14-6& 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


= sheds oes ME 


Subject: Turco-American Relations Strained 


oon 3\.\ 
a ty LAl-Islah, Santiago, Chile; January S1, 1942.] 


————— 
4 Al-Islah reports a cable from the Turkish capital 


Ser 
=A 


which purports that Turkish re-action to the appointment, 
as United States ambassador to Turkey, of, Jewish American, 
has been most unfavourable, since Turkey deems such an appoint- 
ment &s an insult to the Turks who cannot forget the intrigues 
of Mr. Henry Morganthau, Sr. during the last War. This re- 
action, the paper continues, has strained the relations bet- 
ween the two countries, and might even modify Turkey's re-~ 
lations with the Axis in favour of the latter. 

L\This is in keeping with the Islehts pro-Axis and 
anti-Semitic policies. An editorial in the same issue is 
entitled "Jews! The Source of all Evil." Theeditorial as- 
cribes to the Jews all the evils which afflict the world, 
and charges that the Jews throughout the world are Jews first 
and Americans, or British, sr Russian, ete. in the second 
place. Further investigation will reveal that Axis money 


supports this paper. ] 
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APR 9 (342 appil 4, 1942 PY 
NE ~14-%% 
ff To: DeWitt C. Poole 
Lol watins Nabih Amin faris 


Subject: United States “ailure to Recognize the Independé 
of Syria and the Lebanon 


[Al-Islah, Arabic weekly, Santiago, Chile; January 
2, 1942.) 


Under the title: "News of the Fatherland", aleIslah 
informs its readers of the independence of Syria and the Ly “e 
Lebanon, and adds pserentheticaliy that Graet Britain has 
forgotten Palestine because it is Jewish, and the United 
States in turn has ignored the independence of these two 
"Arab" lands, because of its Vichy connexions, despite 


American sympathy with Syria and the Lebanon. 


[Al-Islah, judging from its pages,is rabidly pro- 
Axis. Nevertheless, United States failure to recognize the 
independence of Syria and the Lebanon is regretted in Arabic- 
speaking circles. Few appreciate the delicate nature of tk 
relationships between the United States and Vichy, and are, 


therefore, critical.] 
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Princeton, N. 


Tos DeWitt C. Poole 


From: Nabih Amin Fari 


Subject: The United States and Ibn gang 


([Meraat-ul-Gharb, Arabi” semi-weekly, New York, 
March 30, 1942; As-Sameer, Arabic daily, New 
York, March 30, ° 


Both Meraat-ul-Gharb and As-Sameer featurs a cable 
from Vairo that the Hon. Alexander Kirk, the United States 
minister at Cairo, is proceeding to Juddah, where he will 
present his credentials as United States States minister to 
Saudi Arabia. Mr. Kirk will not relinguish his position at 
Cairo, but will hold both comissions jointly. 


Both papers also state the fact that Mr. Kirk is 
carrying with him a Garland rifle and two revolvers with 
studded pearl handles. 


More important is their comment that throughout 
Egyptian, Arab, and Indian circles, public opinion is 
agreed that nothing which Britain might pledge will in- 
duce these peoples to throw their active support on ths 
side of the democratic powers unless those pledges are 
guaranteed by the United States. 


{The dispatch of Mr. Kirk to Juddah will be en- 
thusiastically received in all Arabic-speaking circles, 
especially as it comes at the heel of the American agri- 
cultural mission to Saudi Arabia (see my report of March 
29, 1942). The carrying of presents to the King would, 
likewise, be welcome. This is © gesture which an Arab 
potentate will understand and appreciate. The importance of 
such gestures cannot be overemphasized. 


It is regrettable, however, that a separate represent- 
ation was not sent to the court of Ibn Saud. Perhaps this will 
be soon remedied. The job is indeed a full-time undertaking, 
and the King probably thinks so. The court of Ibn Saud offers 
the Allies, particularly the United States, a challengs and 
an opportunity. As I said in my report of March 29, the King 
is the key figure in the Near HLastern and Moslem situation. 
His goodwill and confidence is a surer guarantee to the safety 
of the Allied cause in those lands than any armed force -- and 
much cheaper. 


The question of British pledges and their guarantee 
by the United States is as important as it is ticklish. In 


ae 


The United States and Ibn Saud (cont.) 


approaching these peoples, it must be remembered that the first 
task which confronts the Allies is that of counteracting Axia 
propoganda, a propoganda which relies mainly not on radio, but 
on rumour spread by paid agents and quislings. Most of the 
rumours centre around the bad faith of Britain, the insincerity 
of its pledges, and the Axis desire to free these peoples from 
the imperialist yoke and to help them achieve their individual 
aspirations. 


These peoples have aspirations as well as apprehensions. 
It might not be advisable from the standpoint of the Allies to 
encourage and support these aspirations. But the Allies must, 
at all cost, dispel their apprehensions. 


This is where the United States, working with and 
through Ibn Saud, can render invaluable, and indeed indis- 
pensable, service.) 


Dear Harold: 
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. at Princeton on articles in the Apabiselanguage. 
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Princeton, N. J. 
May 4, 1942. 


Yo: Dewitt C. 
from: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject : me NST ems of the United States and its Possessions 
LaliHods, New York, May 1, 1942.] 
a 
An article by Sirdar Ikbal Ali Shah, which first appeared 
in the Arab Listener, a publication in Arabic issued by the Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Corporation in London, is auoted on the pages 
of al-Hoda. The gist of the article is that the United States, yk 
like Great Britain, can be considered among the leading Moslem 
powers, by virtue of the 500,000 Moslems who live under the 
American flag (the Moslems of the Philippines are included in 
this nurber.) ‘the article dwells also on the freedom, prosperity, 


and culture which these Moslems have anjoyed and still enjoy under 


the benevolent American rule. 


{I mention this article only to emphasize the importance f 


American-Moslem relaticns in the present crisis. The United 
States enjoys the highest esteem among the Moslems throughout 


the world. Indeed, the United States is not the "Moslem power" 


Great Britain is; nevertheless, Moslem affairs are of vital im- 
portance to the war effort. It is, therefore, worthwhile to give 
the question of issuing an American nyersion® of the Arab Listener. 
he publication is one of the best things the British have done. 
the contents of the publication are in the main cultural and literary, 
sociological and historical. It is the sort of publication which 

f 


any Arabic-speaking reader would enjoy, and its inluence upon him 


is deeper and more lasting than anything the radio can impart.] 


Rectvel 


MAY 4 i942 


[A Leah oe New York, May 3, 1942; Meraat-ul-Gharb, 
“New York, May 6, 1942.] 


The arrival of ‘Ali Tawdat al-Ayyubi , fraq's first minister 
to the United stated ds the signal for a lengthy editorial by 
the aat-ul-Gharb. Under the title "Arabianism in the Hos- 
pitable Stronghold of Democracy", the event is heralded as one 
of supreme importance to all the Arabic-speaking peoples in 
particular and to the entire orient in general, 

[The sentiment expressed by the Meraat-ul-Gharb is not only 
genuine, but also echoes the high regard in which the United 
States is held throughout the Arabic-speaking world. The 
Arabic-speaking peoples, by history, religion, and temperament 
democratic, feel a genuine kinship with the United States. 
They feel that their future is bound with that of the demcc~ 
ratic countries. This is why, despite many grievances, legi- 
timate and otherwise, against Britain, there is no Portes 
hostil’ sy towards the United Nations. This is particularly 

~ ii the Near East where the majority of the leadership are 
American educated, steeped in American ideas and ideals. In 
the case of democratic ideals, the Arabic-speaking peoples see 
an identity with what they call shura, an institution of govern- 
ment through consultation and agreement, which antedateg Islam, 
Though family fuedalism has replaced the shtra in practice, the 


latter has always remained the ideal towards which all turn their 


The First Representative of Iraq at Washington (cont. ) 


eyes. It is therefore more than mere words when an Arabic 
paper writes editorially of the spritual kinship between 
American and Arab ideals. This is an advantage which the Axis 
powers can never have. 

The minister himself, ‘Ali Jawdat al-Ayyubi, as his 
surname indicates, is ostensibly a descendant of Saladin, founder 


of the Ayyubid a aaa He belongs to the same school of thought 


now headed by Nuri Pasha al-Said, the prime minister of Iraq, 
Oi a ac a ii 


and the chief advocate of col!laboration with Britain. Under 
Nuri Pasha, Iraq can be depended on to live un to the letter 


letter and spirit of the Anglo-Iraq Treaty.] 


(FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
BRANCH 


} MAY 18 1942 
To: DeWitt C. Poole | NE-I4- A 
- qe 


’ 


ce Nabih Amin Faris= 
Coy 


. aa Subject: Lend-Lease to [raq and Tran eA cS, 
wy {[Meraat-ul-Gharb, New York, May = 1942. ] | : : Caras ; 

Featured on the front page is the news of extending the 
lease-lend programme to both Iraq and Iran. 

[No doubt American aid to these countries is aid to Bri- 
tain and her allies. But its effect will go beyond re-inforcing 
the "Middle" Rast. It will convince the psople of the Near East, 
as nothing else van, that the United States is actually backing 
words with deeds; it will also help to counter any Axis propé- 
ganda that the United States is so involved in her war with 
Japan that it cannot spare the material for any other front. 

Many in the Near East feel that Anerican relatives (immigrants) 
have helped in the making of thess tools of war and defence. 
This will further aid the United Nations in gaining the active 
support of the Near East. It might ve helpful to emphasize 
this point. The Near East is loyal in its sympathies towards 
the United States, and its active support can be secured and 
counted on - not by Britain - but by the United States. By 
and large their sympathies are also on the side of Britain; 

but they would not give their whole-hearted and active support 
if the United States were actively engaged on the side of Bri- 
tain. United States participation is the symbol of ultimate 
victory and a just peace. At least this is what the overwhelming 


majority in the Near and Middle East firmly believe,] 


Princeton, N. 
TA May 24, 1942. 0 A 
\ | FOREIGN NATIONALITIEN ) 

7 BRANCH = [-1f 


i | MAY 28 1949 
subject: aerate and the Arads NeE- Ler 


To: DeWitt Cc. Pools 


From: Nabih Amin faris 


[Al-Hilal, Cairo, Egypt, Jan 

ian aie Vitis "America and the Arabs®™, and a sub- 
title "a Good Reputation and Pure Aims", Hehib Jamati, a noted 
writer, discusses the spectal favoured position which the United 
States occupiss in the minds and hearts of the Arabic-speaking 
peoples, and stresses the increased zeal with which these people 
are supporting the Allied cause since the entry of the United States 
indto the present conflict. The reasons given ‘ee this favoured 
position are first, the extensive immigration of Arabic-speaking 
peoples to the United States and the generous hospitality with 
which they were encompassed; second, the friendship which the Ame- 
ricans themselves display towards the Arabic-speaking world; third, 
the cultural contributions of American orientalists, like Cornel- 
ius Van Dyck, etc. to the Arabs themselves; and fourth, the humani- 
tarian work of the Near East Relief in those Kands during one of 
darkest hours of their existence, 


Over and above these reasons, the writer treats of the 


a’ 


United States sympathy with the political aspirations ef the 
Arabid-speaking peoples as manifest in the pronouncements of the 
Late Woodrow Wilson and the resent statement of exosiacnt Roosevelt 
that "the United States is pleased that the national aspirations 
of the Syrians and the Lebanese have been fulfilled, and hopes that 
both peoples will long enjoy their complete independence.” 

No Arabic-speaking individual, the writer adds, can hesi- 
tate which side to choose: Democracy or Dictatorship. The choice 


is the Democracies with the United States at the head. The Arabs 


aa ee 


America and the Arabs (cont.) 


will stand shoulder to shoulder with the United States in its 
struggle against tyranny and oppression. 


{Tt has been customary among Arab writers to praise the 


institutions and goveraments of the schools where they had re- 


ceived their .jucation -~ those educated in English schools favour 
English institutions, while those trained in French schools cham 
pion French ideas and ideals. NotHwithstanding the fact that 

the write: of the above article received his education in French 
schools, he finds in America and the Americans his kindred souls. 
The reasors he states are ail true; so are his dedfuctions. The 
United Staten enjoys a unique position in the minds of the Arabice 
speaking peoples. As a result they expect of it more than thy 
expect from any other nation. To them, the United States is tk 
only guarantee that this war is not, as far as the United Nations 
are concerened, an imperialistic war. Since the United States entry 
into the war, the passive benevolence of the Arabic-speaking peo- 
ples towards the Allied cause has been trahsformed into a keen 
desire for active participation inspired by a genuine conviction 
that the United States wlll see to-it that not only the war but 


also the peace will be won.] 


BRANCH 
JUN 5 1942 


vee. Princeton, N. J. a 
NE-14- & Mey 31, 1942. pfOREion wartonaLities op. 
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To: DeWitt ©. Poole 


Jun 3 9 29 AMY? 


COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: American Prestige in the Near East 

[As-Sameer, May 27, 28, 29, 19423; al-~Hoda, May 28, 1942) 

Both rival papers, As-Sameer of Brooklyu and al-Hoda 

' New York, feature an article which appeared in the Home Com- 

penion,written by a certuin Gordon Gaskel [?]. The article treats 
of the correspondent’s experiences in the Near East -- in Cairo, 
Jerusalem, SYeirut, Damascus, and other towns. A Damascene mer- 
chant, on discovering the American identity of the correspondent, 
gave him a dagger as a present to the President of the United States. 
For the same reason a Jewish merchant in Cairo gave Gaskel a choice 
skirt and accepted no money in return; an Arab hotel owner served 
the American writer the best dinner and turned down the price which 
Gaskel offered, because the latter was an American. Cigacettes, 
drinks, anc other refreshments were orfered him free because he was 
an American. ‘The climax came when Gaskel arrived in Zahlah, a 
small Lebanese village. A women, about fifty years old, approached 
Gaskel and inquired whether or not he was really an American. On 
his reply that he was indeed a United States citizen, the women em- 
braced and kissed him on either cheek and said, "One kiss for Roosevelt, 
and the other for all the Americans. God bless them all.” 

As-sSameer discusses the article editorially, and states 


wher 
that what the writer met in “ailah is "ea true picture of every town 


A 
and village throughout the Near Fast hots for America and the Ame- 


rieans.® 


LTais sentimental account does indéed reflect the pecul- 


lar position and prestige America and the Americans anjoy through- 


& 


American Prestige in the Near Fast (cont.) 


out the Near East. The reasons are not iifficult to determine. 
There are about 200,000 immigrants from the Near East. Almost 
every town and village in Syria, the Lebanon, and Palestine is 
represented; and the personal relationships involved account 


for the first reason. Second, the activities of the Near East 


Relief during and after the last war have never been forgotten. 


They are remembered with gratitude. Third, the work of the 
cifferent American institutions, educational, medical, and 
charitable. Whatever sducation the Near Fast now enjoys is 
mainly the Pruit of missionary schools of which the American 
have been the most progressive and kkm active. Finally, there 
is that ineffable feeling, partly the result of these factors, 
that the United States is the last best hope of earth, and to 
many th. land of the promise. 

With this esteem goes the corresponding responsibility. 
The Unite! States is looked up to for the solution of the present 
and post war problems. The responsibility is a difficult one, and 
perhaps, in the yeyes of many Americans, urdesirable. But it is 


a responsibility which we cannot afford to neglect.] 


Wine . bape ne “s 
liar 
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Britain Again Bars | _we nes 
U. S. Visit by Noted ede 
Arabic Scholar 


Philby Is Refused Permit 
| To Go to University of 
Chicago for Lectures 


By H. J. J. SARGINT, 
Foreign Correspondent of The Star 
@nd North American Newspaper Alliance. 
LONDON, April 10, (By Wireless). 
—For the second time since the | b 
outbreak of var Harry St, John | !) 
Philby, noted Arabie™ scholar and 
one of the most colorful British 
figures fn the Near East during 
‘World War I, has been refused 
an exit permit to go to the United 
States. 
More than a year ago, Mr. Philby 
was a ape Fea aie cern 
camp in England and went ia. . on 
He made reservations on a steamer Brat Weer pratense 
iia ny Peron r 
s but.was detained at Karac - - 
on the charge that he was planning h. CL 00, jum SOEs 
to carry out a propaganda campaign 
in Indis, At. the time.of his de- KS... 1” ) Are ore 
tention his papers showed that he Ci 8 
ees oe reer, 
e Un ates the following day. ; 10 
He returned to England and was Ww a-ak ees hye a A ad 
detained for some time. When he 
was released he dropped his plans 
Yor an American. visit. 
Recently Mr. Philby received 
{nvitation from the University 
Chicago to give two public lecture) 
there on Arab nationalism and 
participate in discussions and mak: 
brief radio broadcasts. The invita- 
tion was signed by Quincy Wright 
Philip Ireland of the University 
f Chicago. 
Mr. Philby replied that he: would 
delighted to accept the invitation 
an exit permit could be arranged. 
He jnquired at the Foreign Office 
and was informed that no permit 
would be issued for a visit to the 
United States unless the application 
was supported by a government de- 
partment on the ground that it 
would be in the national interest. 
The Foreign Office said that in the | 
circumstances there was no justifi- 
cation for recommending the appli- 
cation. 
“There obviously is nothing more 
that I can do. at this end,” Mr. 
Philby said to me. “So ends my 
second chance of visiting the United 
States. I wonder when the next 
will occur and with what result.” 
lo 
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LSMORANDUK FOR DR. LANGER: 


I an most grateful to you for 
your memorandum of Novesber 12, with 
whieh you forwarded Dr. Vivight's mance 
randum with reapeot to hie conversations 
with Professor Hitti. I am having the 
material copied for my files end will 
return it to you shortly, 
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FROM: JOHN C. WILEY 


POSEN NARONAUTIES 


BHANOH 


MEMORANDUM 
To: Mr. John C. Wiley 
From: “Jilliam L. Langer 


Subject: Memo from Dr. \wight re: Conversations with Prof. Hitti_ 


The attached memorandum from Dr. Walter L. Wright, Jr., 
seems to me to contain a certain amount of information 
which will be valuable to you. This I think you will 
find chiefly in the first couple of pages and on the 
last page. 

Will you return this to me when you are through with it, 


as I have no other copy. 


william L. Langer 
Director of Research 
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November 4, 1941 


MEMORANDUM 


I. 


Dr. Langer 
Walter L. Wright, Jr. \4> 


Conversations With Professor Philip K, Hitti at 
Princeton, New Jersey, on November 1 and 2, 1941. 


Arabic Language Newspapers in the United States 


General. Arabic language newspapers in the United States 
cater not only to the Arabic reading public in this country, 
but also, through their exchange arrangements, to the 
Arabic reading public in South America and the Near East. 
Pvofessor Hitti cited many examples of the way in which 

tie news exchange practice, which he mentioned, leads to 

the copying in newspapers all over the world of items of 
interest appearing first in this country. The leading 
Arabic newspapers are: 3. 


A. Newspapers Published in New York . ,¥ 


Movact y\-Gharb 
1. Mirat al-Gharb, 80 Washington Street, New York. 
Ss edited by Naseeb Arida, who has a Greek 
_ Orthodox background in YéIigion, and is strongly 
ae eal in sympathy. 
% 


AlsHoda, 55 Washington Street, New York. This 

paper supports a policy of Lebanese separatism 

and is dominated by the Maronite clerical point 

of Me It is eRpeeee Me the Pan-Arab Movement. 
As-Séyeh, 303 Fifth Avenue, New York. This is 
edited by A, A. Haddad. The editor is a littérateur’ 
in the tradition of Kialil Gibran and Amin Rihani. 
Its sympathies are Pan-Arab. 


As-Satler 109 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 
This is edited by the well-known Arabic poet, 


E, D. Madey, and is of Syrian nationalist syn- 
pathies,. 


118 


bie 
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: a 
5. Al-Bayan, edited by Suleyman .al-Baghdur, x Druze 
shaykh, who is a strong supporter of Shekib 
st-Arsian, a fine Arab writer and pro-Nazi prop- 
andist of great ability. This paper is very 
anti-British. It is published in New York, but 
the address is not at hand. 


II. Arabic Language Newspapers in South America 


A. Newspapers Published in Buenos Aires , » inp i 
Wssalaw — 3) ( ‘Rio Pe 
1. As-Salaamy edited by Se¥ior_Scha ine This news-- 
_ paper exehanges with the Arabic ‘newspapers of the 


New York area, and is not very strongly pro-Ally. 


There is another Arabic newspaper, edited by a 
Druze, and definitely pro-Axis in sympathies. 
The name of this paper is not at hand but can be 
obtained easily if necessary. 


B. Newspapers Published in Brazil 


Note: The Arabic-speaking colony in Brazil, consisting 
for the most part of Syrians and Lebanese, numbers approxi- 
mately 250,000, and is far more influential than this number 
would suggest. In Brazil, the Arabs are well educated as 
compared with the native population and have prospered 
a. q financially to a notable degree, including among their 
Qn? \numbers some of the richest families in the country. It 
\ is very definitely worth the trouble and expense to keep 
ee with material in Portuguese, French, or 
ra Ce. 


Several Arabic newspapers formerly existed in 
Brazil, but recently ceased publication in 
Arabic because of a law forbidding the publica- 
tion of foreign-language newspapers in the 
country. Some of the former Arabic newspapers 
are being published in Portuguese, but this situ- 
ation is very far from clear. 


ITI. Leading Arabic Newspapers in the Near East 
A. Newspapers Published in Cairo 
1. Al-Ahram, The editor is a Syrian Christian, and 
“the traditional tone of the paper is pro-French. 


It is probably the leading newspaper in the 
Arabic-speaking world. 


-3- 


Al-Muqattam, . This is edited by a Syrian Christian 
atrt-iSpro-British. This is the leading competitor 
of Al-Ahram, mentioned above. 


36 Ag-Bivesae- This is a Moslem paper, representing 
point of view of the Wafd or Egyptian nation- 
alist party. 
Newspapers Published in Palestine 


1. Jaffa: Al-Falastin, This paper is strongly Arab 
nationalist. 


Newspapers Published in Beirut 


“,) 
1. Lisan al-Hal. This is a moderate pro-French news- 
paper." 


2. Al-Ahwal. This paper represents the Greek Orthodox 
potint.of view. 


3. Al-Bashir... This is the mouthpiece of the very 
strong Jesuit organization in Syria and the Lebanon. 


Newspapers Published in Damascus 


1. Ai-Muktabes; This is a Moslem nationalist newspaper. 


2e Alif-Ba. This is a Christian newspaper. 
Note: In Syria and the Lebanon, the papers published 
in Beirut are the best edited and most widely read. 


Newspapers Published in Baghdad 


Note: For information regarding the Arabic press in 

Iraq, Professor Hitti refers us to Dr. John Van.Ness, 
who is now living in Pyne Hall, 44 Alexander Street, 

Princeton, New Jersey. 


Arabic Weekly and Monthly Magazines 
A. Cairo 
1. Al~Muktataf 


2. Al-Hilal_=——~ ~ 

These are é two leading literary and scientific 
monthlies of the Arabic-speaking world and are really 
high-class magazines, strongly influenced by foreign 
models, especially French, British, and American, 


& Aue 


Al-Musawwar. This is the leading illustrated 

For the Arabic-speaking world and influenced 
by such publications as the Illustrated London News 
and L'Illustration. . 


Beirut 


1. Al-Mashrigqg. This magazine is a monthly published 
by the Jesuit University of St. Joseph. Although 
it is not as good as the two magazines just men~ 
tioned, it nevertheless has a wide and influen- 
tial circulation, 


Arabic Literary Leaders in the United States 


It must be kept in mind that literary leaders among the 
Arabs are usually also political leaders, and that the poet 
is likely to be a politician. A number of the Arabs of the 
United States have world-wide renutations as literary men 
and command attention wherever the Arabic literary language 
(which is an artificial dialect like Medieval Latin) is read 
or spoken, Mr. A. A, Haddad, Mr. E. D. Madey, and Mr... 
Arida-are all very well known. Mr. Madey, in particular, is 
a fine poet. 


There are two Arabic musicians in the United States who have 
very fine reputations: | 


. \. , 

1. Alexander Maloof, whose address is 64 Hillside 
Avenue, Englewood, New Jersey. He is a writer 
of songs and a music composer of wide popularity 
in the Arab world. 

\.\ 


uM 


26 : » Who can be reached in care of 
Mrs. Marie El-Khoury, 306 West 44 Street, New 


- York. Fe is a young but gifted musician. 
Political Leaders. 


A. Dr. F. I. Shatara, 153 Clinton Street, Brooklyn, New 
York. He is a Syrian protestant, former head of the 
Arab National League in the United States, He is a 
very aaa public speaker and a man of real ebility. 


Hate Katibah, who can be reached in care of Lr. 
A radial 


tara. He was Secretary of the Arab Nationa. League 
and is a journalist by profession. He is a feirly 


ea 


good public spéaker. In the opinion of Professor 
Hitti, both these men are able and honest. The 
Arab Nat is, of course, an organization 
which supported the aim of Syrian independence and 
federation of Arabs in general. It is consequently 
anti-British and anti-French, but by no means pro- 
Axis. Further information on its leaders and activ- 
ities could be obtained from Mr. Harold Hoskins of 
the Department of State. 


/s/ Walter L. Wright, Jr. 
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PRESS HADINGS: NEAR EAST 


SUBJECT: ARABIC PEOBLES AND THE WAR EFFORT. ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
THE DEMOCRACIES AND THE U.S. 


COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
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MAR 3 1942 


Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: N. A. Faris 


on ee ee 
Subject: Moslems throughout world urged to unite< one Ee) 


[Infommation obtained from Al Istiklal, o 
Buenos Aires, of January 15, 1942. } 


Discussing the Teanl reveliion and the subsequent 
flight of Rashid 'Ali. al-Jeplani and the death sentence ,.\ 
pronounced against Kimi absentat, the Emir Emin Arslan 
blames the failure of the retellion on the Sunited state 
of the Mos*lems throughout the world, and reminds them that 
they can ne vr shake off the imperialist yoke of the West 
unless they unite. He urges the 300,000,000 Moshims tu 
come together and to unite, or else to accent the fate 
they have brought on themselves. So long as Moslems fight 
Moslems there is no hope for either pah-Islamism or 
pan-Arabism. 
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Wea Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: N, A. Faris 


Subject: Amman Celebrates the Anniversary of the Arab Revolution. 


JA 
{Information obtained 7 AlcHoda, of New York, 
of February 25, +322. J — 


Observing the twfnty-second anniversary of the Arab 


Revolution, the Emir Sbdullah, prince of TransjJordan, re- 
iterated the aims o evolution and counselled his 


followers and all the "Arabs" to continue in the support 
of the Allied cause. 
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| Princeton, N. J. 


fo: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: The role of the Moslems in the present conflict — 


oh 
[Al-Bayan, Arabic paper published three times a week 
ir nNew York City by a Druse advocate of pan-Islamism; 
March 10, 1942.) 


Why has it been possibi2 for the Japanese to over-run 
Malay and Java, despite the potential man power of each, and 
why has it been impossible for them to over-run in the same 
way the small army of General McArthur in the Philippine Is- 
lands? The answer is found in the attitude of the native 
populations, who would have fought valiantly side by side 
with the British and the Dutch if they were convinced that 
the battle was their own. In contrast with the natives of 
Malay and Jave, those of the Philippines, particularly the 
Moslems, have fought so valiantly because they share with 
the Americans the ideals of democracy, and because they 
know that the United States is not engaged in an imper- 
ialistic war. The Moslems of the Philippines have swore 
by the Holy Koran not to let the Japanese pass, Why have 
not the Moslems of Java done likewise? Simply because their 
Dutch overloards have exploited them in the past, and have 
failed to follow the enlightened policies which the United 
States has continually followed in the Philippines. 


On the attitude of the native populations in the Far 
East depends the success of the Allies; and this attitude 
depends on the policies which the Allies pursue, now, among 
those natives. 


“Princeton, N. J. 
Mareh 22, 1944 
To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: The Democracies and the United States 


[Al-Bayan, New York Arabic-speaking semi-weekly, 
edited by @ Druse with pan-Islamic predilection;3 


March 17, 1942] 


In an editorial bearing the above title, ai-Bayan 
develops the theme that’’so-called Democracies may be 
democratic at home, but have been guilty of undemocratic 
imperialism abroad. The Moslem states in general and the 
tArab" states in particular have suffered 4 great deal from 
this double-standard policy. Consequently they have lost faith 
with these democracies, European democracies. The only democ- 
racy they respect and believe, the only democracy which enjoys 
their confidence,is the United States of America. 

These Arab states cannot forget the undemocratic policies 
of Britain in Palestine, those of the French in Morocco and 
Syria, and, therefore, cannot give any serious consideration 
to their promises and pledges. They have, however, a firm 


belief in the integrity of American democracy, and, therefore, 


will not withhold their efforts in the present conflict. Every 
ord . 
Arab should exert his utmost to,the United States. 


-2. 


The Democracies and the United States (cont.) 


Cited as an authority and an example is the action of 
\A 
IbneSaud in granting United States firms the sole concession 
ee 
for oil mining in his lands, and his refusal to grant the same 


to Britain or France although they offered him a higher price. 


Note. The editorial attempts to undermine confidence in 
Britain while protesting loyalty to the United States. It does, 
however, reflect the high esteem in which Ibn Saud is held through- 
out the Moslem world in general and the Arabic-speaking world in 


particular. 


Ppurt 


(FOREIGN NATIONALITHES 
BRANCH Apr}il 10, 1948 
To: DeWitt C. Poold. APR 18 1942 
NE- ! i ies j& 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: Moslems ih Russia ang the" Effort 
[Al-Jaridah a “suri ah _al-Lubnaniyah, Arabic paper 
“in BUSTS nt res ‘ebruary 9, 1942.) 

On the occasion of the 'Id al-Adha (The Feast of Sae- 
rifice), the Grand Mufti of Russia issued a proclamation in 
which he urged all Moslems to support the Democracies and to 
destroy Hitler, the arch enemy of Islam. 

{There are at least 15,000,000 Moslems in Risetes 
This sizable minority is larger than the combined population 
of Palestine, Syria, and Iraq. The Grand Mufti of Russia 
speaks for a population fifteen times as large as that for 
which the Grand Mufti of Ptlestine is supposed to speak. 

The latter, however, represents a protest, and is, therefore, 
more articulate. Were Sheraeend Mufti of Russia and similar 
Moslem representatives of contended Moclem communities en- 


couraged to aa articulatetheir voices will drown that of 
) 


al- -Haj Amin al-Husayni. Such pronouncements as that of His 


Wa ait YN es tee 


"SRE 5 spent BRAT EY 


Eminenee of Russia should be given ample publicity among gor! 
Moslems throughout the world. A Moslem is more likely to heed e's 4 
the voice of a fellow Moslem than that of a non-Moslem. 

Not only the existence and importance of the Moslem 
community in Russia should be recognized, but also the existence 
and the importance of another Moslem community should be taken 
into consideration -- nameiy that of Poland. At Least 3,900,000 
Polish Moslems are now under German yoke. This community has 


suffered along with other Poles, and its fate could be used 


to arouse Moslem sympathy and support. 


Moslems in Russia and the War Effort (cont.) 


The Grand Mufti of Palestine has been exploiting 


Moslem grievance in the Holy Land. Let us exploit Moslem 


distress in Poland, Moslem suffering in Lybia, and above 


all Moslem contentment in Russia. 


/OREIGN NATIONALITIES ) 
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APR 28 1942 | April 18, 194° 
Tos pewitt Cc. 
from: Nabih Amin 
Subject: The. Orthodox Uhurch and the War «ffort 
BAA ayt Bal 

[As-Sameer, New York, April 15, 74942; As-sayeh, New 

York, ADTil 16, 1942; Mereaat-ui-Gharb, New York, April 

17, 1942.) meena ceeds 

> 

At the invitation of paponi ue Soot Archbishop of 
the Syrian Orthodox Church in North America, the prelates A oe) 
of the Serbian, Russien, Greek, Rumanian,. Polish, Carpathian, 
and Ukaranian Orbhodox Churches in the United States and 
North America met in Council and issued a proclamation in 
support of the United States and the Allied nations, and 
urged their communicants to contribute generously to the 
Red Cross and to volunteer for service in the ermei forces 
of the United States. 

(These communions represent 6,000,000 followers in 
this country and some 200,000,000 fellow communicants through- 
out the world. Their proclamation, therefore, is more than 
a mere gesture. It will carry weight wherever it is made pub- 
lic. That the initistive was that of His Beatitude the Syrian 
Archbishop, the representative of the See of Antioch in this 
country, is equally important, especially among the Arabice- 
speaking Chrisfians. Archbishop Basbiv-was born in the Lebanon 
and educated at the American University of Beirut. He is also 
known throughout the Arabic-speaking world, both Christian and 
Moslem, as a writer. His words and views carry weight among 
Arabic-speaking communities in this New World and in the O14. 
In fact he might be a good person for occasional radio broad- 


casts to the Arabic-speaking world. The emphasis is on occa- 
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0 : MAY 1 1942 April 25, 1942. 
Ss oe NE-17-@ 
Tot DeWitt CL Poole ' . 


From: Nabih Amin Yaris 
Subject: Lebanon Supports the United States 

lAs-Sameer, Brooklyn, April 21, 1942.] 

At meeting of some of the notables of the Lebanon in the 
house of one of them, for the express purpose of developing means 

and ways to support the United States in the present war, 4 re- 
solution was passed that a memorandum be submitted through the 
American Consulate in Beirut declaring Lebanese support and 
gratitude. The meeting was presided over by a former prime minis- 
coe of the Lebanon. Later a speaker mentioned in particular 
Lebanese indebtedness to American institutions of learning. and the 
cultural bonds which unite the two countries. 

[American prestige is indeed high in the Near East in ge- 
neral and the Lebanon in particular. No one can forget the work 
of the Near Hast Relief after the last war. Likewise American 
since have given the Lebanon the greater part of its leadership. 

Furthermore, hardly a village exists which does not have a score 
of immigrants in the United States. All these make this gesture 


the outward sign of a genuine feeling of friendship and sympathy. ] 


NATIONALITIES 
FO aan NeW 


Princeton, N. J. 
Bie a horil 25; 1942, 


To: Dewitt C. Roole 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


" 


Subject:whe Role of the Arabic-speaking World in the Present War 


[Meraat-ul-Gharb, New York, April 20, 22, 1942.) 

The Meraat-ul-Gharb reproduces two articles which appeared 
in a special issue of al- tad dee of the foremost monthly jour- 
nals in the Arabic-speaking world, published in Cairo (November~ 
December, 1941). The whole issue is devoted to the topic, "The 
Arabs and Democracy". 

The first of the two articles quoted is entitled, "The 
Role of the Arabic-speaking Nations in the Present Conflict®, 
and stresses the etrategic position which these lands occupy; 
particularly Egypt and the Near East. It recites the high hopes 
which the Arabic-speaking countries had after the last war, their 
disappointments, and their aspirations at the outbreak of the 
present conflict. It also alludes to the distrust which these 
peoples harbor towards Britain, and how the latter is endeavour- 
ing to alley their fears and win their confidence and support. 
The witer of the article is convinced of the sincarity of Britain. 
‘He mentions in particular Mr. Anthony Eden's recent. statement re- 
garding British responsibilities and intentions towards the Arabs. 
Likewise he states that the Axis has been and is still trying to 
woo the Arab world, and how in few instances, like Iraq, the re- 
sult was serious. The article ends with the statement that the 
Arabic-speaking countries are fully aware of the strategic posi- 
tion they occupy in the present war between >he great powers, and 


that they watch the development of events with eyes open. They are 


aware that materially they are weak and poor, but strategically 


ate 


The Role of the Arabic-speaking People in the Present War (conte) 


they can be of great help to the Democracies. They are on the 
side of the Democracies neither accidentally nor for expedience. 
The democratic way of life has always es the Arab way of life. 
Mutual beliefs, ideas, and ideals, are,therefore, the common. 
pond which brings the Arabs to the side of the United Nations. 
The second article is entitled, "Military Co-operation 
between the Arab Nations and the Democracies". It pegins by re- 


citing the contribution of the Arabs to the cause of the Allies 


during the last war, as nations and in the armed foress of the ut 


Allied powers and the United States. It ends, like the first 
article, with the statement that it should not be surprizing to 
anyone that the Arabs are aligned with the United Democratic | 
Nations. The Arabs are instictively democratic, and the princi- 
ples for which the United Nations are fighting are, indeed, sacred 
4o the Arabs. 

{The special issue of al-Hilal, from which these two art~ 
ieles were taken will be the snbject of a coming report. It is 
in 169 pages -- all davored to "The Arabs and Democracy". In the 
meantime, let me note that these two articles echo public senti- 
ment among the educated class in the Arabic-speaking peoples. 
Their disappointments after the last war are genuine, therr resent-_ 
ment against British broken promises are grave; but both are ten- 
pered by a deep-seated pelief in the Aeneexattc principle. The 
spirit of democracy prevails among them, despite the fact that 
they still lack the democratic machinery of government. Their 
symapathies will always lie on the side of democracy. They are 
however, a little hesitant, and would not go the limit in active 


co-operation, unless they are assured that no secret treat ise) 


ee Cee ee ne as o 


Be 


The Kole of the Arabic-speaking Peoples in the Present War (cont.) 


have already sealed their fate. 


Fear of secret treatiGle as well as that of reward and punish- 


ment at the peace conference -- that small nations will receive no 


consideration at the final settlement except in proportion to their 
war effort, may be behind the special emphasis both articles place 
on Arab contribution to the cause on the battlefield and on the 
home front. 

The Arabs in general find themselves in sympathy with the 
Democracies, but fear that they will not fare any better than 
they did after the last war. This fear is meanine on vhete 
part, just as their sympathies are genuine. This is why they have 


been somewhat "cagey". ] 


(conrign NATIONALITIES | 
FOREN RANCH | 


an’ Princeton, N. 
may 7 1942 Hep A. 1942. 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole 
Brom: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: The Oriental Peoples Attain Liberty 


[Al-Jaridah al-Suriyah al-Lubnaniyah, Buenos Aires, March 
6, 1942.] 


In an editorial bearing the above title, it is stated that 
a number of "Oriental" peoples see in the present crisis the 
golden opprtunity of regaining their independence. This is 
true, particularly of India. But the danger of other dominations 
have compelled these peoples to pause and think. Thus the Philip- 
pines, in the face of the Japanese threat, have sought to re- 
main uhder American rule, and the Molsems there have vowed to sup- 
port the United States. Similarly, the Moslems of India would rather 
continue under British rule. This shows that the Moslems have 
cast their lot with the Democracies. 

The willingness of the rulirg countries to grant these 
"subject peoples" independence reminds us, the editorial continues, 
of the case of the Ottoman Sultan who granted Tripoli. (in North 
Africa) its independence when he found out that he ane not hold 
it against the Italian invasion. The action of the Sultan was 
a face-saving davice. Is the sase of the "Oriental" peoples at 
the present time the same as that of peoples of Tripoli then? 
Independence is more than mere recognition under unusual ecircum- 
Stances. It shculd include the desire and the will of these 
people to fight and defend it. 

[The paper from which the above is taken is a pro-Allies 
paper. It cannot be accused of pro-Axis leanings. The purpose of 
its editorial is two fold: to impress it upon his people in Syria 


and the Lebanon that their independence is of no avail unless 


-2- 


The Oriental Peoples Attain Liberty (cont.) 


it is recognized by powers other than those which granted it for 


eo A= o 
convenience; and to voice m® genuine fear whjch persists that, 


in the case of Syria and the Lebanon, there is indeed no guarantee 
that Britain and France will not remain there even after the war. 
The experience of those peoples after the last war gives rise to 
doubts as to whether or not the Atlantic Charter will be adhered 
to relative to the Near Hast. These peoples dread an Axis victory, 
and hope for an Allied triumph which they cannot completely trust. 
vhis is most unfortunate. Nothing will do away with the existing 
distrust except a guarantee by the United States (see my report 


on "The United States and Ibn Saud", April 4, paragraphs 3 & 6). 


Princeton, N. J. 


(FOREIGN NATIONALITIES | 
BRANCH | 


To: Dewitt C. Poole 
srom: Nabih Amin Faris MAY 28 1942 
Subject: The Arabs and Democracy Ne - lee 


LAal-Hilal, Uairo, Egypt, Spéeiel Number, November-December, 
1941.) 


| Volume L, No. 1 of al-Hilal, the leading magazine in the 

nS Arab and Moslem world is devoted entirely to the topic of "The 
Arabs and Democracy". It contains thirty-three articles by twenty- 
six famous writers, twenty-one of whom are Moslems, three are 
Christians, ani two are foreigners (Elesnor& Roosevelt, the First 
Lady cf the United States, and the British journalist, Wickham Steed). 
A recitation of the titles of the separate articles will give a 


fair idea of the contents: The Arabs and Democracy 

The Future of Democracy 

The Democratic Way 

Why I am a Democrat 

England -- Stronghold of Democracy 

Islam and Democracy 

Democracy among Nations 

British Democracy and its Aims 

The fate of Culture between Democracy 
and Dictatorship 

The Democracy of Umar ibn-al-Khattab 
[Second Moslem Caliph] 

The RSle of the Arab Countries in the 
Present War 

Co-cperation between the Arab Countries 
and the Democratic Nations during 
the Last War 

Arab Lands -- Natural Allies of the 
Democratic Nations 

The Unity of Democratic Traditions 

The Democracy of the Arab Kings 

The Two Democratic Leaders in the World 
[Roosevelt and Churchill] 

The foundations of Democracy 

The Stage and Democracy 

The Democracy of Muhammad ‘Ali Pasha 
LFounder of the Reigning Dynasty in 
Egypt J 

Yhe Spiritual Basis of Democracy 

The Economic System 


-2- 


The Arabs and Democracy (cont.) 


Seience and Scientist under Democracy 
and Dictatorship 

The Arabs in Democratic America 

Democracy 

The Legal Aspect of the Arab Federation 

The Future of the Arab Woman 

The Democracy of English Noblemen 

Democracy and Party Rule 

The Legacy of the Arabs in Democratic 
England 

These have Served Anglo-Arab friendship 

Economic Orientation under Democracy 
and Dictatorship 

Britain Fought for Democracy 

Freedom of the Press is the Spirit of 
Democracy 


[This is propa@ganda on the highest level. The articles 
are all of the highest calibre, and the authors are among the 
elite of the political and culturel leaders of the Arab world. 
This makes the volume under discussion of special value. That 
over a score of Moslem leaders should stop to sing the praises of 
democracy when the whole stand of the Moslem world is in the ba- 
lance is most heartening. Still more important is the genuine 


belief of these leaders in the democratic way of life. When they 


GA 
assert that Arab institutions as well/Moslem traditions find in 


democracy the way of life most congental to their well being and 
existence, they are not indulging in platitudes, but echo a true 
sentiment. It is this deepseated sentiment that has always swayed 
the Arab and Moslem world to the side of the Democracies, despite 
unfortunate experiences with them. As long as the ideals of demoec- 
racy remain the ideals of these peoples, Axis prop@ganda has little 
chance of success. Axis prop@ganda has, indeed, been most active, 
even before the outbreak of the war. The astonishing thing, how- 
ever, is, despite its activity and the grievances which most Arad 


lands had against Britain and France, the little headway Axis pro-~ 


ee 


The Arabs and Democracy (cont.) 


p@ganda has been able to make. The underlying reason for this is 
Islam, which regards all non-Moslem peoples as unbelievers, but 
finds, because of its own tenets and predilections, the democratic 
way of life more congenial to its being and more conducive to its 
welfare. 
It is important to know this in dealing with the Arab and 

Moslem worlds. It is, of course important to know who our enemies 
are; equally important is to know who our friends are. Because we 
are a Christian nation, and because of the traditional conflict 
between Christianity and Islam, we/inclined to dismiss Moslems as 
our enemies. But the era of religious wars is gone for ever. This — 


is an era of ideological wars whe& where Shintoist Japan, with its 


Mikado worship, is allied to Nazism, with its state worsip; and 


where England, with its established church, iS allied to Russia, 
with its disestablished and disinherited church. There’ is nothing 
incongruous in finding Islam aligned with Shaterien ity in a war 
which threatens the existence of both. This is not as academic es 
it sounds, since a missionary mentality prevails: a mentality which 
has found its way to scholarship as well as to diplomacy. 

Such intangibles are as important for the winning of wars 
as apms and munitions. We have an advantage over the Axis in this 


particular. We ought to avail ourselves of it.] 


Princeton, N. J. 
June 28, 1942. FOREIGH NATIONALITIES BR, 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole 
Jin 2 (0 27 AM 42 


COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
ita British-Egyptian Codperation COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
Pe 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


t 
g 
Cw (Meraat-ul-Gharb, New York, June 26, 1942; 


| ws" 


= “ Prime Minister, Mustafa “al-Nahhas Pasha before thd FE 
cence carne tt pe neta ERNE, 
Parliament on Wednesday, June 24, 1942, in which he urged the 


es York, June 25, 1942. ] 


Bgyptians to codperate with the British in the defence of Egypt. 
At the same time, the Prime Minister assured his listeners that 
at no time had Britain asked Egypt to beccme an active bellige- 
rent. He also warned against the "fifth column" activities. 
(There is no doubt that al-Nahhas Pasha is Sincere in 
his desire to codperate with Britain in the defence of his cwn 
country. But one fact stands out, namely that Egypt, despite 
the fact that it has been invaded by the Axis, is still officially 
neutral, This is because of two things: a strong pro-Italian 
leaning in the Court and the among the aristocracy, and a tradi- 
tional hostility to Britain among the masses. The lete king 
Fuad was notorious for his Italian tastes and predilections. 
The same is true of the present monarch, ceapite tie English 
education, and of the landed aristocracy. The hostility to 
Britain is well known, and the Wafa party now in power, and which 
represent the majority (upward of 80 % of the entire population), 
rose to its position of power:as the party committed to oust the 
British from the Nile Valley. The struggle finally ended with 
the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 in which al-Nahhas Pasha hesded 
the Egyptian Delegation. So long as he is in power, Egypt can be 


expected to maintain its benevolent neutrality. This position 


aos 


British Esyptian Codperation (cont,) 


will certainly be strengthened if the United Nations hold Egypt 


against the Axis; it might even be transformed into active bellige- 
rence on the side of the United Nations if they succeed in regaining 
their supremacy in the North African theatre. But should Egypt fall 
to the Axis there will rise from among the aristocracy a thousand 
and one "Quislings", ready to "collaborate" with the Axis. The 

only genuine support of the United Nations comes, ironically, from 
the Watd leadership and from the intellectuals. In fact these are 
identical, since the intellectuals have supplied the Wafd with its 
entire leadership. The founder, the Late Zaghlul Pasha was such 

a leader. He rose from the so-called fellaheeh (peasantry) class. 
fhe Turco-Albanian aristocracy never was reconciled to such leader- 
Ship. The United Nations must, therefore, ragain their supremacy 
in North Africa, support al-Nahhas Pasha, and ‘keep a watchful eye 


on both the Egyptian Court and the aristocracy. ] 
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runs NE — 13-1 1: Princeton, New Jersey 
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NE | 
; | To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From. N. A. Faris 


, \ 
Subject: Syrian versus Lebanese in Mexico. 2.\ ‘ 
[Information obtained from al-Kugtas, of 
Mexico City, of February , 1942.) 
The same controversy which resulted from the formation of 
@& Syrian Red Cross Committee (see report of February 15} re- 
echoed in Mexico City on the pages of al-Kustas,, the 
Lebanese Arabic paper in that city. The Lebanesé of 


México share with other Lebanese elsewhere the separatist 
stand, 


~ or 


ww 
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Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: N. A. Faris 


Subject: The New Columbian Minister to 


. finforna 
Beech. of Be 
Ve CBarenbeae ( 

Dr. Gabriel Travei (2), “a1e new Columbian minister 
to the Uiiter-Statersts-or” Lebanese parentage. His arrival 
in this country evoked the applause of the Arabic-speaking 
community in this country. 
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Princeton, N. J. 
March 8, 1942 


To: DeWitt GC. Poole || FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
BRANCH 


From: Nabih Amin Faris NE- (B- G 


Subject: A Syrian. 
ere ee 


e o~ afr?’ 1% onGt 
~(Agzaubaha, an Arabic paper published in Buenos Aires 
SyaNoeen as huh, a Christian Syrian; Jan. 15, 1942.) 
A AL Gey pa) 

An unsigned article, propbably by the editor, discusses 
the different types of leaderships among the Syrians, ineclu- 
ding the religious, the personal, the provincial, the tribal, 
and the national. All but the last are condemned, and the 


name of Antone Sa‘adah is put forth as rightful _— Bee 
leader, the founder of the so-called ationalis SyriansParty. 
Antone Sa‘adah is a young man in his middle thrities, a 
graduate of the American University of Beirut, almost unknown 
outside the ranks of his followers. It is however certain that 


he has been & regular visitor to Rome Berlin, and of late 
Madrid. . 


He himself claims that he had laid down the principles 
of his Nationalist Syrian tarty in 1932. These principles 
were first published in the Arabic press in 1935; printed in +4 Vv 
& booklet form in 1936 and again in 1939, 


The slogan of the Party is "Syria for the Syrians". By 

Syria they mean the region bounded by the Taurus Mountains on 
the Horth, the Suez Canal 6n the South (the Sinai Peninsula 
included), the Mediterranean Sea on the west, and the Syrian 
Desert and the River Tigris off the east. All the Arabic-speaking 

_ poeples: Syrians, Lebanese, Palestinians, and Transjordanians 
constitute the population of this enlarged Syria, and share its 
common citizenship. The Jews, however, are excluded. This Syria 
should assume the leadership of the other Arabic-speaking countries, 
including Egypt, Iraq, and Arabia proper. A common religion should 
replace the present conflicting religions. 


The supreme leader of the party and, indeed, its founder is 
Antone Sa‘adah. But he is rarely referred to by name. He is 
called “*al-Za‘im", the Arabic for Der Fithrer. He has likened 
himself ~to-Sir Oswald Mosely and to Hitler. The organization 
of the Party, its programme, aims, and slogans, as well as its 
religious and racial doctrines reflect a Nazi pattern, 
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fo: DeWitt c. & 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: Lebanese versus Syrian in the New World 


March 2, 1942.] 


Incensed by As-Sameer's proposal for a United States 
mandate over the Near Bast, including the Lebanon, the editor 
of al-Kustas reminds the world that the Lebanon is an indepen- 
dant country, capable of directing its own affairs, and asserts cy. 
that if the other neighbouring Arabic-speaking countries now 
enjoy a certain measure of independence it is the result of 
Lebanese effort and labour. In particular the editor of al- 
Kustas resents the use of the term Syrian which the "unionists" 
employ to indicate the region between the Taurus Mountains and 
the Sinai Desert (the 01d geographical term for the land). 


Indeed all has not been weil between the two sister re- 
publics. The recent tariff war between them all but wrecked 
the economy of both. The French administration, then, did 
nothing to remove the obstacles. The conflict between the two 
republics has its origins in the long history of Christian 
Lebanon and the neighbouring Moslem regions. [Please see my 
report of Feb. 15, 1942, for a sketch of the bases of the 
conflict. ] 


Princeton, N. 
June 2, 1942. 


To: newieice.Beeks oo NATIONALITIES br 


From: Nabih Amin Faris un 3 0 on fel "7 


Subject: Arabic Broadcasts in South a aad 

- 3,.\.\ mart ~\ 
iN [As advertised in ee abic paper pub TQBBIENNATIONALITIES 
Co’ : Buenos ALPES. J wwcusemccsemts” BRANGH 


JUN 8 1942 


From Montevideo, Uruguay: 


The Lebanese Hour - Station C. X. 54, Radio Art 
Saturday, 18:00 o'clock 


The Moslem Arab Voite ~ Station C. X. 48, Radio Sonora 
Sunday, 9:15-10:15 o'clock 


Wednesday, 22:00-235:00 
Friday, 22: 00-23; 00 


Argentina 0 A 
From Buenos Aires, paaz : J. ae 
we 


The Arab Voice ~ Station L. S. 8 
Sunday, 8:00 p.m. 


Hayah (Life) - Station L. Ss. 9 
Thursday, 21:30-22: 00 


Al-Fann al-Shargi (Oriental Art) - Station L. S. 8 
Sunday, 15:50 


The Nile Hour - Station L. R. 8 
Sunday, 12:00 


Presumably these are all Local, not short wave, since on checking 
the list with White's Radio Log, June, 1942, none were found in- 
cluded. In all likelihood, short wave broadcasts are emanating 
from Buenos Aires, but I have no way of ascertaining that. I 
have one source of information which I shall try, and will for- 


ward any additional news I might obtain, 
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*, M.A IPR COPY 


- On Friday, April 3, the writer ted — as the 
guest of Mr, Mola "ZEN ada tor of Alslioda. | 
of Colonel Buxten’ s "ataft was also ae guest at "the 

' Same Luncheon. ir Nokarazan is a Lebanese. 


Mr, Mokargzan spoke of mistakes that. were ‘boing 
made by official ant. sent-official. ametioan organiza- 
pm an their dealings with the Lebanese andthe | 

et Chg > and the Arab world in general, AH: 
s thoughts in the matter is the fact that ‘the. 
Pee eres had ih its solieltation for fuuds treated 
the Lebanese and Assyrians as though they were ons 
ge up iby asking that the work be done ty A Ascyei ene” 
- th countries, He went on to aay thatthe 
ee . - projected agrioultural mission te Ibn-Sauds in ‘Arabia 
Satna Goujon O2NG4 would be @ magnificent and valisble gesture if 
oe. = Ukl. wh MS° Ge personnel were celected with suffietent care, He 
te Groky teok the position, cig yep that’ such a visitation —_ 
| guriftwes .  wenrtd be very harmful if the very definite pecullarities. 
| ON of Saud were not mast thoroughly appraised. He took a 
, (UMD wery strong position that any contacts with Saud and his 
Bm \ a! tek a. shonid be most specific and not made by peoplé. 
any “a _ who had any other interests, that Saud would: be easily 
Me ‘ offended by being treated other than as an individual 
ithe wenthy of very personal. attention. 


of suggest for consideration that someone. : be 
| dedes ated at once to have a a conference with 
Me, kargan, the purpose of which would be to issue, 
after proper erosscheeking, a memorandum from the . 
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This ts a list of Arabic newspapers in the United States, revised 
-by Nabih Amin Faris to supplement and bring up to date the list 
prepared by Dr. Habib J. Awad of the Defense Service Section for 
the Library of Congress, Legislative Reference Service under date 
of Februrry 9. 


2.4 Arabic Newspapers 


Al=Hoda , 55 Washington seney: New York City, N. Y¥. 


Hd. SalloumA.. Mo daily 
Lebanese { 
Maronite ! PvE 
21 Separatist Ly ; MAR 17 eae 


109 atiantio syénie Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rd. Elia D. Madey. daily 
“Syrian 
Greek Orthodox 
Nationalist. Advocate of United States 
over Syria and the Lebanon PORE AATIONALITIES 


mh, 505 Fifth avgine, New York City? N. ¥. 
~ Ed, A. A, Heddad; semi-weekly NE-20 
Syrian aaa 
Greek Orthodox (Russian education) 
nid More of a literary organ than political, ~~ ~~~" 
} 
Merdat-ul.-harb, 80 Washington Street, New York City, N.Y. 
en BOL . Naseeb..Arida; three times a week | 
Syrian 
Greek Orthodox (Russian education) 
A Middle of the road in politics. 
niches (The Syrian Eagle), ie Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Bd. Najeeb G, Radran;: semi-weekly 
Syrian 
Greek Orthodox 
B.A Nondescript Ly 


arama, 59 Washington sytect, New York City, N. Y. 
ne Rd, J. G. Raphael; semi-weekly 
Lebanese 
\ Maronite 
be Separatist, but not as rabid as al-Hoda 


an 
\ Druse 
y Nationalist ,§ 
Al=-Sabah (The Morning aytoune) 533 Orleans Street, Detroit, M a. 
wenn -Bd. J. S. Kaltiwajy; weekly 
Nationalist” 
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(FOREIGN NATIONALITIES ) 
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APR 1 6 1942 


DeWitt C. Poole, Esq. 

c/o Coordinator of Information 
25th and E Streets, MN. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Poole? 


Since I last wrote to you about the list of Arabic 
newspapers which you sent to me as received from the Office 
of Facts and Figures, Faris has paid me a visit and he and 
I have discussed them together. He is now engaged in finding 
out what he can about each paper named in your list and 1 
shall give a report to you as soon as I have it from him. 


At the same time I have received from Faris a list of 
Arabic newspapers from Argentina, Mexico and Cuba which he 
is reading and on which he is making reports when there is 
anything thet deserves comment. This list I enclose on a. 
separate sheet here (in duplicate for you.) 


Very sincerely yours, 


B. D. Meritt 
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"FOREIGN NATIONBATIES 
BRANGH 


APR 24 Ns Princeton N. Jd 
NES 21-6 April 18, 1942. 
o: DeWitt C. Poole 
from: Nebih Amin Faris 
subject: Yhe Foreign-Language Press 

rate, New York, April 14, 1942.] 

Peanaracent S ; 

In a long editorial, al-Hoda treats of the subject of 
the contemplated legislation whereby all foreign-language news-~ 
papers will be banned. It appreciates the difficulties which 
the government faces, especially when the freedom of the press, 
a phenomenon so characteristic of the United States, is often 
abused. It hopes, however, that whatever regulations or restrict- 
ions the government may impose would not result in punishing the 
loyal slong with the disloyal. 

{Language is not the proper test of loyalty. Social 
Justice is not a foreign-language paner. Such papers are more 
dangerous than any foreign-language publication, the readers 
of which are, of necessity, limited 4 number. 

More important, however, is thélgervice which these 
foreign-language papers do fulfil, regard Mis of loyalty. They 
are our main instrument of keeping in touch Meh what foreign- 
language groups in this country are thinking. ae dan these 
papers is to destroy this instrument and to 104se its important 
service. Handling these languages, with the possible exception 


ot Japanese, is not impossible. A small, but sufficient, number 


of men so equipped exists in the country.] 


NATIONALITIES } 
BRANCH 


Princeton, N. J. 
April 25, 1982. 


Frem: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: The Future of the Arabic Press in the United States 

eae New York, April 21, 1942.) 

po OCR Raa 245y 

In an editorial entitled "The Future cf the Foreign Press 
in the United States", al-Bayan appreciates the difficulty which 
faces the Government, namely of maintaining the freedom of the 
press and at the same time insuring the safety of the State. 
The loyalty of the Arabic press is % declared beyond reproach, 
and the promise is made that it will abide willingly by whatever 
law the Government sees fit to impose for the general welfare 
and safety of the State. 

{The Arabic press is apprehensive lest the United States 
follow thc exemple of Brazil and outlaw all foreign language 


papers. Such a law will be unwise. (See my report on "The 


Foreign Press", April 10, 1942.] 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES iene Pe 
To: DeWitt C. Poole BRANGH 
From: Nabih Amin Farjis oo ae 
Ca Subject: Al-Hoda ver$us the other Aravic Papers.] 


[AL@Hoda, New York, May 5, 1942.) es 


Mokaneel | 
The controversy beween thé Sditor of al-iode and the ather 


papers continues ee Tn a lengthy eG: he accuses 
both eae and ievohe pal of being the enemies of the United 
States, because they defend the Grand Mufti. As-Sameer (May 6) 
retorts that al-Hoda is the viper of the Arabic press, while 
As-Sayeh (April 30) has already stated that the editor of ai- 
Hoda was insane. 

[The charges of al-Hoda, as already stated in my report 
of May 4 (The Mufti and the Arabic Press in the United States), 
have no foundation. The enmity between these editors is purely 
personal (see my special report of May 2). While such a per- 
sonal feud shuuld have no bearing upon the war effort, and while 
the charges of al-Hoda deserve no attention, the situation re- 
sulting from the controversy is not conducive to unity. Unless 
the verbal battle should stop soon, it might be advisable to 
suggest, informally, to those concerned that more useful issues 


await their attention. This, however, might not be necessary, ] 


Princeton, N. J. 


To: DeWitt C. Poole PORE fai ITIES 


From: Nabih Abiin Faris ' MAY 99 1942 
r NEm~ 27-2 
Subject: Al-Hoda versus As- 


ne Fh cs" 
c [Al*Hoda, New York, May 9 & 11; As-Sameer, | 
“8 ; } 
a -" The controversy between the editors of al-Hoda and As-Sameer 
Nor continues. Al-Hoda again accuses As-Sameer of defending the 
-_ Mufti and of being disloyal to the United States. As-Sameer 
replies that if anyone should be deemed disloyal, it should 
be the editor of al-Hoda for his obstructionist policy first 


in regard to the Red Cross @ffort and second in regard to the 


United States mandate over Syria and the Lebanon, Furthermore, 


As-Sameer denies categorically that he has defended the Mufti. 


As-Sameer has supported the Arabs of Palestine before the Mufti 
came to power, and would continue to do so. But it is not res- 
ponsible for the Mufti's policies nor is it sympathetic with 
him in his support of the Axis. s-Sameer continues tc sup- 
port the Red Cross campaign and to advocate United States man-~ 
date over Syria and the Lebanon, although this might result in 


irritating the separatist sensibilities of al-Hoda. 


[As I have already stated in my previous reports the bas¢s 
of the present controversy are mainly personal. The facts of 
the case favour As-Sameer whose loyalty cannot be questioned. 

AbeWUSAYN 
Denouncing the Mufti.does not seem to be a good test or loyalty. 
In fact, there is no such thing as a Mufti case or cause. The 


cause which the majority of the Arabic press supports is that 


of the Arabs of Palestine. This covld harcly be called disloyal. 


Al-Hoda versus As-Sameer (cont. ) 


dust as most of the Irish-Americans sympathize with the 

De Valera regime, even in its stand, past and present, against 
the British government, so do most Syrian-Americans with the 
Arabs of Palestine. But both peoples have, almost to a man, 
been loyal Americans. De Valera's stand has probably been 
more heretet to the United Nations than anything the Mufti 
aid or gould do. Yet his American sympathizers, are not dis- 
loyal. The fact remains that even As-Sam eer whoge sympathy 
with the Arabs of Palestine is well-known, - ‘disapproves of the 
Mufti's Axis relations. It does not need denunciation to 
prove cither his disapproval of the Mufti or his joyalty as 
an American. Unlike the editor of al-Hoda he has ‘addressed 


himself to the positive side of loyalty, and hes’ supported 


personally all relief and Red Cross campaigns and ‘led the 
Syrians of Brooklyn in the presentation of an ambulance car 
to the Red Cross Branch in Brooklyn (see Mereat-ul-Gharb, 
New York, May 15, 1942, where a photograph of the ceremonies 


appears; the editor of As-Sameser is third from the right in 
9 


BD.MA Dey 
The two editors are known to me personally. Of the two it” — 


the photogreph. ) 


would trust that of As-Sameer, whose loyaity goes beyond artic- 
ulate speech, more than that of al-Hoda, who is first and fore- 


most a mercensry. } 


Z 
(FOREIGN NATIONSLITIES on, N. J. oe, 

| BRANGH ey 5 1) Goneion marionauies a 
To: DeWitt C. Poole | JUN 5 1942 x 


) 
From: Nabih Amin farig La ar A, 3 920 2 


pamtccassamrmmssnerssenet 0 OF INFORMATION 
n Government or PAORRINATOR 


Subject: Arabic Translation 


LAs-Sameer, Brooklyn, May 31, 1942.1] \ VP a 


A criticism of Arabic translations of government sm 


G yiniiitery eirculars is made on the ground that in many cases the 


nglish content of the original is entirely lost in the Arabie 
translation. An example is offered in the circular issned to 
the Arabic papers and published by them on Friday, May 22. The 
circular was issued by Lt. General Hugh Drum in connexion with 
the "Dimout" of the Atlantie seashore. 

Another objection is raised on the ground that many 
of these circulars go outside the United States to lands where 
Arabic is spoken and written. Corrupt Arabic would make a bad 
impression. Furthermore, we should compete with the Axis which 
circulatesits prop@ganda in good Arabic and thereby gains a béte@ 

“hearing. 

(Judging from the examples cited by As-Sameer, the 
translations are indeed poor and fail to give the desired meaning. 
ft is, I believe, possible to avoid such errors by sending to the 
Arabic press the circulars in English, and requiring them to make 
the translations themselves. A better alternative is to have a 
competent translator, familiar with the idiom of the language. 

If such a procedure is followed, I can suggest the names of a 


few able to do the work well.] 
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January 28, dee BRANGH 


bewitt C. Poole a 
2236 .D.Meritt Ne- 22-1 


Subject: Pro-Axis Propaganda = ct sey tr F904) — 
(Information furpgshed ny Beat inte aris from 
the Arab paperfal iets aL ietiktel 1 of Jan. 15, es 


\-| } 

An editorial by the Emir Emin Arslan, editor 
and proprietor of Al Istikial, a bi-weekly Arabic 
paper published in . Buenos Aires, dwells on the 
surprises of the present war, notably the fail 
of France despite all expert predictions of Ger- 
man collapse and French victory. The editorial 
goes on to warn against rash predictions con- 
cerning the war with Japan, and to advise people 
§8to wait and wee," suggesting that herein also 
the war might spring upon us new surprises 
favoring the Japanese, who, we are reminded, 
embarked upon this enterprise fully prepared 
for all eventualities. 


The Emir Emin Arslan is the cousin of the 
ir Shakib Arslan, for years a resident of Geneva 
and aW-active supporter of the Grand Mufti of 
Jerusalem, / 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
BRANCH 


a MAR 10 1942 = 


Princeton, N. J. 
Mareh 8, 1942 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole 


From Nabih Amin Faris 


. Subject: "Gap be ay next Caliph of Islam? ' 
Ah } ayy Tee 
[Mizaubatia 


) 
aubaha, adn Apabic payee ier Dane in Buenos Aires 
“oy dubran Massuh, @ Syrian Christian; Jan. 15, 1942.] 


In a feature article by the editor the dissension between 
the Moslems and bhe non-Moslem Syrians in the Republic of Ar- 
gentina is deplored, and the blame is laid at the threshold ’ 
of the Moslem community which, according to the editor, is oe 


lending itself willingly to Axis propoganda. 4 Ae 
The most spectacular item in the Axis propoganda among ee 
aoe the Moslems of the Argentinean Republic, circulated by Mos- 
ee] lem agents, is the report that Hitler has already embraced 
2 Islam, and that he is waging. this war not for the sake of 

Germany, out rather for the glorification of Islam. He has 
not declared his Islam openly because the German nation by 
whosemight he hopes to conquer the world is Christian. But 
the moment that victory is attained, he will declare his Islam 
and will impose it upon the conquered nations as well as upen J 
Germany. . 


XK 


This type of propoganda might sound clumsy, especially 
when we consider the small number of Moslems in Argentina. 
But the real purpose behind it is to use the Moslems of Ar- 
gentina for the spread of such propoganda, since a Moslem 
is more likely to believe a Moslem than a non-Moslem. The Axis 
agents in Argentina may arrange for one of these Moslem mer- 
cenaries to perform the pilgrimage and there in Mecca spread 
his propoganda among an international Moslem audience. 


This particular type of propoganda recalis the attempt of 
Napolean during his Egyptian campaign to convince the Moslems 
of Egypt and the Near East that he was engaged in a holy war 
for the spread of Islam which he had secretly embraced. It also 
einphasizes the importance which the Axis Powers attach to Mos- 
lem opinion. 


Aree toi 
hog tes 
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| an DeWitt C. 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Princeton, N. J. 
March 29, 1942 


Subject:axis es ee in Iraq 
. d . 


[As-Sdémeer Arabic-speaking daily, Brooklyn; Maroy 
ST Tote | 


Under the title""Iraq's Oil Wells“, as-Sameer features 
the interview which vr. Calvin K. Staudt, principal of the 
American School for Boys in Yagdad, gave to the New York U \ A 
Times (March 22, 1942), and singles out the alleged far- 
reaching influence of Axis radio propoganda in that land. wy. 
The statement is made that the masses in Iraq, particularly 
the ignorant, are,as a result of that propoganda, partisans 
of Germany. 

CQ pr. Staudt’s statements are very misleading. The igno- 
rant poor classes in Traq have no access to radios, and are, 
therefore, not exposed to German or any other radio propoganda. 
The masses, like most of the leaders, are definitely not pro- 
German, although Guey dislike and distrust Britain. This fact 

‘must be born in mind always. 

Furthermore, the influence of radio propoganda seems to 
be greatly exaggerated. Few, very few people, have radios, 
and those who possess them must obtain a special government 
license. These two factors render radio propoganda of no 
effect. 

In this connexion, it must be remembered that, with very 


\\ 


few exceptions (notably Ven Ess of Basrah, now in Princeton) 


missionaries have failed to understand the people among whom 


they are supposed to labour, or to guage their sentiments : 


-2- 


Axis Propoganda in Iraq (cont.) 


and reactions. 


To base our policy of the assumption that the people of 
Near East, including Iraq, are pro-German, is as dangerous 
as assuming that they are pro-Allies. They are anti both, 
Since both are non-Mosiem and “foreigners”. But on the 
principle of the devil we know is better than the devil we 
do not kuiow, the odds favour the Allies and Britain. The 


1s 
present administration in Traq, definitely pro-British. 


The hing to remember is not Rashid "Ali's rebellion, but 


the little popular support it reesived. The same is true 
of the Iran incident. In both cases, the situation would 


would have been far more serious if the masses were what 


Dr. Staudt would have us believe.]] 


Prineeton, N. J. 
FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
BRANCH 


To: DeWitt C. Poole | 


From: Nabih Amin Faris WAY 22 1942 
BE-22-A 
Subject: Axis Peqmeennce in Syria and ‘tle Lebaron 
\ ’ 


[A -Ho w York, May 11, 12, 1942.] 


"Beirut, March 15, 1942, speaks of the increased activity of 
Axis agents in Syria and the Lebanon. Their prop@ganda has 
centred oh two points: the existence of a rift between the 
British and the Free French authorities in the Near East, and 
hopelessness of the Allied cause. This has led the authorities 
to issue a declaration on March 1, 1942, warning the people 
against such false rumours, and announcing that the authorities 
have taken into custody, for the duration, several notables who 
were found in possession of written documents ifticating them 
in the spreaa of Axis inspired rumours. The arrests were made 
on the iene of February 28. 

{I am inclined to believe that the venders of this 
Axis inspired prop@ganda are partisans of Vichy. The fact that 
this prop@ganda has seen fit to emphasize the existence of a 
rift between the Free French and: Britain with the implication 
that the latter is already thinking of post war influence in 
a territory traditionally Franco-phile supports this contention. 
Such prop@ganda will be effective in the Lebanon. For Syrian 
consumption the second point is emphasized, namely the hopeless- 
ness of the Allied cause. The Allied Nations canuot afford to 


relax their watch for such rumours. The sooner Wée-expése Vichy's 


~2- 


Axis Prop@ganda in Syria and thé Lebanon (cont. ) 


duplicity in the matter the quicker will its influence fade, 


as the people are basicly not favourably disposed towards the 


Axis. ] 
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To: pDeWitt C. Poole 


a | MAY 28 1942 
from: Nabih Amin faris 1 nwe- 22 ~ (2 


a Aa 
yh Ber sect: Ja ae fi Prop@ganda in\A&reab Lends | 
Quy oy 
[AleHilal, Cairo, Egypt, Janypery-#ebruary, 1942.) 


ro 
ann Ngai 

The article studies the Japanese prop@ganda in the 
Arabie-speaking countries, how it differed from that of 
the German and the Italian, how it used the distribution of 
gifts and medals as a means for buying favour, how it exploited 
the pan-Islamic aspirations of the Moslem world, and how it 
financed the Iragi rebellion of Hashid *Ali al-Jilani. 

Unlike the prop@gandists of Germany and Italy who 
disguised themselves as diplomats, travellers, journalists, 
merchants, scientists, and professors, the Japanese went 
alwaye under the guise of merchants and artisans. Again, un- 
like their European partners, they never depended on native 
agents and "quislings"; they did the work themselves. 

They too distributed many gifts and medals, hoping thereby 
to enlist the sywWwpathy of the recipients. They tootried to @Xe 
ploit such slogans as "asia for the Asians", and endeavoured 
to sway Moslem opinion by pretending to be favourably disposed 
to pan-Islamism, and circulated the report that the Japanese 
government had recognized Islam as one of the official religions 
in the realms of the Mikado. Finally they financed the rebellion 
of Rashid "Ali and tried to spread it elsewhere. Here they dropped 
discretion and operated openly. With the collapse of the rebellion, 
the :estored government of Iraq severed relations with Japan and 


ousted all time its agents. 


= Le 


Japanese Prop@ganda in Arab Lands (cont.) 


(The Orient for the Orientals has for long been the 
most persuasive slogan in Japanese possession, After the 
Russo-Japanese war, at least one major Arab poet composed a 
long ode in praise of the Oriental accomplishment. But this 
weapon lost its edge when Japan embarked upon her Chinese venture. 
It is now just another imperialist power, feared and hated. 
Japan's pan-Islamic sympathies have never been convincing. 


They are less so now, because of the damage done to many of the 


Moslems in Java, the Philippine Islands, and China. Many of the 


Moslems of Java have South-Arabian connexions; their reports 
have unmasked Japanese designs, 

Japanese activities in Iraq both for its own interests 
and on dehalf of the Germans and Italians have already been 
alluded to in my report of March 8, 1942, on "Vichy France 
and the Iraq Rebellion of 1941". ‘fhe rounding up of all 
Japanese nationzls in the Near East, however, has put an 
end to these activities. Incidemtally, the most dangerous 
agents in the Near East are those of Vichy France, for the 
most part Franco-phile Syrians and Lebanese. Fortunately 


their number is very small.] 
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-Remarks by Nabih Amin Faris on FOREIGN NATIONALITIES | 
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Memorandum by Timothy Pfeife 


. oes 


It is not at all helpful, and herhane = even harmful, to 
confuse the Arabic-speaking world with the so-called Arab world. 
The first is a concrete reality, analogous to the English- 
speaking world. Arabic is spoken as a mother tongue in North 


7 Africa, Egypco, Palestine, Syria, Mesopotamia, Transjordan, 


Saudi Arabia, Yemen, and the Trucial States. There are, of course, 
dialectical differences among them; but all share in the common — 


_ heritage of a common language. But there is ne such thing as an 
Arab world, any more than there is an English world. These 


peoples who speak Arabic have their own national aspirations, raha 
prejudices, interests, and shibboleths. The Lebanon, for ex- Ad,  . 
ample, is Christian and separatist, and baast of Phoenician | 
heritage; Egypt is, likewise, separatist, though dominantly Moslem; 
it likes te think of its "Pharaonic" heritage. The. gap which - ae 
separates Syria from Saudi Arabia is too wide to be bridged. by. 
the mere magic of the Arabic language. One is a fairly pro- 

ive republic, the other is still a backward, half nomadic _ 

ation of tribes, welded together only by the strong : 

hand. of Ibn Saud himself. What appeals to one region is anathema 
to the other. Other than the common tongue, the only tie that 
binds them together (the Lebanon excepted) is Islam. What . | 
many writers refer to as pan-Arabism is in reality pan-Islamism. 


With this as a background let me proceed to consider the 
programme proposed in the memorandun. 


In the first place it must be remembered that in the Near 
East radio is not the all important vehicle for the dessemination 
of news and views. The majority of the population is in villages 
where electricity is not used; and whereever electricity is found uf, b© 
radios are not many, because these things are still a luxury in a 
those lands. Government control also militates against a wider 
use of the instrument. 


Taking the different items one by one, | wish to make the 
following remarks: 


I& II Such a study would be helpful, thoikgh the reaction will 
not be an Arab, bit Lebanese, Syridh, Egyptian, etc. 
This is true of all but one questi@h, Zivnism. Arabic- 
speaking opinion is here unanimous. 


These are indeed controversial, and require very careful 
treatment. No unanimity on "Arab" nationalism; unanimous 
hostility to Zionist political aspirations. 


Throughout the Arabic-speaking world literary Arabic is: : 
the only thing which will ga@in a hearing. Broadcasts in. 
dialects are definitely harmful. 


This may be very helpful, since America and the Americans 
enjoy a special position of respect. 


wa 


Broadcasts direct from America may be more fruitful 
than British or other broadcasts. 


This is of dubious value, since listeners in the 
Arabic-speaking world are apt to judge a statement, 
not by its validity, but by the person who says it. 
Few Arabic-speaking persons in the United States 
enjoy such measure of confidencé which will make 
‘their statements of sufficient value. The only. . 
person who enjoyed universal esteem among the Arabic- 
Speaking world is dead. He was the Syrian-American 
writer Ameen Rikhani. 


This is also of dubious value. The Arabic-speaking 
world cannot be frightened by the horrors of Nazi rule. 
They reason that things cannot be worse than what 

they are at present. Our appeal to them should be 

one of hope not of fear. 


. Unnecessary. People in the Arabic-speaking world believe 
their eyes more than their ears. An American battleship 
in the waters of Haifa, or a flying fortress alighting * 
in the airfield of Ramlah, needs no introduction. They 
speak for themselves. : 


This may have an adverse result, by making listeners think 

that the United States is trying to place them under an 

obligation. The people of the Near East can never forget 

American philanthropy during the World War I, particularly 
through the Near East Relief. They were and are still 

grateful; but constant reminders might hurt their pride, 
'@ human trait which they share with other peoples. 


The remarkable thing is not the success of Axis propaganda, . 
but its failure. We do not need to refute a discredited. JS 4 ia 
things; we need a positive propaganda which will convince : iia 
the Arabic-speaking world that America will see it through, 

no matter how long it may take; that America is fighting 

for the Atlantic Charter, the principles of which embrace 

the Mediterranean world as well. 


Remarks on special division 


I Study of Arabic-speaking opinion in this country is necessary. 
Note, however, that it is not Arab, but Syrian, Lebanese, 
etc. Over eighty percent of Arabic-speaking immigrants 
in this country are cf Lebanese origin. 


IIT No Arabic-speaking individuals or groups have any 
- knowledge of strategic points which is not already 

known, perhaps in greater detail and accuracy, to 
military experts and the like. Port facilities, 
overland transportation, and general means of trans- 
portation have been exhausted by Bible dictionaries, 
historical geographies, archaeological surveys, etc. 
in a way fae better than any Arabic-speaking individual 
or individuals could offer. Se 


Persons who could be relied upon to cooperate with 
American activity could be located by American in- 
stitutions already in those countries, particularly 
the American Universities of Beirut and Cairo. 


“TIT This is both useful and necessary. Such information 
showld cover all Arabic-speaking countries. 


IV. The legend of the Geopolitik Institute in Berlin is 
\ unknown among the Arabic-speaking community in this 
country. It could be safely said that no Arabic- 
—_ Speaking indivicual in this country has any connexions 


| OT WSth that Institute or any other German agency. Again 
. the 


rand Mufti, has neither follawers nor sympathizers 
in this country. In South America, however, the number 
of: Arabic-speaking individuals in touch with German 
and Italian agents, and in sympathy with the Mufti 
may be worthy of further investigation. 


I may add to these particulars that the writer of the 69” aa 


memorandum under discussion has underestimated the importance of 4,9 
Bast. It is perhaps more influential than the radio, still in tts (MH 
infancy in the East. The printed word has a Special appeal among . 
a people the majority of whom are the People of the Book. It is 
true that the great majority in the Near East are not literate. 

But what a literate man reads is widely and rapidly disseminated - 

through the bazaars and the Friday meetings in mosques. One 
pamphlet is better than ten radio programmes. 


Bebe Urner 


the Arabic press in this country, in South America, and the Near “aif 
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MEMORANDUM 


REIGN NATIONALITIES | 
Fee GRINCH | 


From: WILLIAM A. KIMBEL ~NE-24 
Subject: "REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARAB WORLD IN AMERICA AND THE PRESENT WAR" | 


To: MR. DeWITT C. POOLE JANUARY 31, 


THE ATTACHED PROPOSAL CONCERNING THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARAB 
WORLD IN THE PRESENT WAR WAS PREPARED BY MR. TIMOTHY PFEIFFER, A 
MEMBER OF THE STAFF OF THE LIAISON OFFICE. HE WAS AN INSTRUCTOR 
IN A COLLEGE IN BEIRUT AND HAS, THEREFORE, PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF 
GENERAL CONDITIONS AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHOM 
HE MENTIONS IN THIS MEMORANDUM. ‘THIS MAY CONTAIN IDEAS AND 
MATERIAL OF INTEREST TO YOU. 


MR. PFEIFFER WOULD BE AVAILABLE SHOULD YOU WISH TO DISCUSS IT WITH 


HIM AT YOUR CONVENIENCE. 
YaA® 


W.A.K. 


| FORE IN NATIONALITIES 
| BRANCH ok 


| RNPRESBTATITES OF THE ARAB WORLD IN xa 
AND THE PRESENT WAR 


ghe ronarks on ‘these pages are based cn & belief: that. 

led there are individuals ain America with origin in the Arab cee 
a Wordly, who: are of potential value ‘to the Allied war effort. ie . oe _ 
3 “y beldere hat what Arabs here have to offer muy be put we | Sis 
dem | 008 uses at dndividuals are epprosehed and considered: ‘*. 
: : core apound wager tan’ grow an Jnoressing mimber of usefol 

| sopresgntetives < of, the. Arab World. ¢ further believe that 
| | the. knowledge aind ability, of persons ‘composing such & group 

: may. be foreseen ‘to come within eabegories appropriate to 


oe particular aivisions of, the office of the Gordinator uf : 
Fatornation The, Foreign Inf opnetiion Service, an sepeesat Bivise Wg 


| _papio SERVICES 70 THE ‘ARAB WORLD 
in. | considering parts . to be played by &rebs in America | 
in radio services $0 the Arab Woric these possipalisses: cone 
| “Nek A atndy. of aun British ieoudeaes. 
| “by arabs here, and 4 careful considera=- 
tion of their conclusions. 
II. Reprints of past and considered peerieee 
pPreaacests to be passed to 4rabs here for 


study and comment. 


Arab opinion: on. euch. eececsetsi sub- 
jects as Arab fationelism and Arab-Jew- | 
ish problems to be cousulted before | 
brosteasts dealing with these ii | 
‘are wri ttere ” sg 


om. « re ‘the direction of Syocueauta to specin 
fic parse of the Arab World in such &@ 
way ag to insure that persons in spee¢- | 
-ifie Locales fegi that they are being 
directly addressed. 
 Gonsultation with Srabs here as to. oe 

‘“Kow @idleet anc references to 1ncak. 

, probleas may be best used. 


| Apab, students in the Near Bast have * 
.. Zastened to British and Axis. broadedsts . 
. of pen het and. then stated that they 
believed neither. . 
Nerifications of news- releases {par- 
 tiewuleriy these pertaining to events. 
 ‘withig the United States) by statements 
_ prepared by: Avabs kere. Doctuientation . 
of the statements: by references ‘te some” 
personal knowledge of the event, and .- - 
. Mention of the place in the Arab Serre 
fron which the. verifier CANA eed 
| tencomeata _Ereared: ‘by. Arabs here ag to | 
phat. part fey. are. taking in the war. ef | 
fort, azd gccompanying reactions; 
| these can ineluding placé of ori~ | 
gin and enough reference té¢ that place © 
_ te Ensure the atatenente® perce renee as 
. génvines 


Statements by Arabs here who are “fete 
dey with life in Azis countries; these 
to include comparisons of experiences 
in Axis: countries and horica, 


- Wirt References to Auerigan military geet ate ae 
" ment Bow in the fab World, aad coments 
‘prepared by Arabs pore who have worxee 
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en  aiudter equipment, in Anerican Brom 
dagtion cent os 


2 Hef erences te. aeerkees’ food: supplies now. 
telping te feed the Arab Grid, with com | 
“Bents ‘as to how fabs here tack part dn 

producing the food. 


. Refutations of axis neesacaaas. directed to 
. the Arab World, prepared from an Arab 
ee ae mpoint by &vabs hei the Cnited States. 


* Motes gudte Likely Arabs in Latin yee ete 

‘ .@26@ eapable ci playing a part din the 
war along kines Similar $a. the Qauss— 
- ontabies. Above. : 


|‘ SPECIAL Division 
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he Ke Study of Arab opinion. here With. tne 

“ _ purpose of determining the reaction Sof". 
gilitary operations in the arab World: 
- Suring the present. war Pe Political a 


. forts made in the fab Worid in the the pre~ . 
* sent war by interested. Rabiona, SO 


— A request ‘to Atabs’ here. to- draw cons. lo Sears, 
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Of Falue to contemplated. Aueriess ace 
” tivdey in the Arab. Worlde | | 7 


“Ifs om an approach to selected individuals aoe 
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whieh Arabs here have knowledges of 
strategie peints in the Arab orld end 
the world at large. .- 

dis A.record of Arabs here acquainted with 
Strategic points, together with an ine 
‘Gication of the kinds of information 
they would be para to ahaa . 
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COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION _{ FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
_ BRANCH 
INTEROFFICE MEMO 
From: William L. Langer 
To: ir. Wiley : 


SUBJECT: Representatives of tne Arab World in america and the 
Present ‘sar 


The attached has been forwarded to me by i'r. nimbel 
and J am passing it on to yeu inasmuch as I believe 


it will be of interest to you. 


William L. Lange 


Director of Research 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION , 
FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 

MEMORANDUM ie RRAMAY 

/ NEDWY 
DR. LANGER JANUARY 31, 1942 


WILLIAM A. KIMBEL | 


\ 
"REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARAB WORLD IN AMERICA AND THE PRESENT WAR" 


THE ATTACHED PROPOSAL CONCERNING THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARAB 
WORLD IN THE PRESENT WAR WAS PREPARED BY MR. TIMOTHY PFEIFFER, A 
MEMBER OF THE STAFF OF THE LIAISON OFFICE. HE WAS AN INSTRUCTOR 
IN A COLLEGE IN BEIRUT AND HAS, THEREFORE, PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF 
GENERAL CONDITIONS AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHOM 
HE MENTIONS IN THIS MEMORANDUM. THIS MAY CONTAIN IDEAS AND 
MATERIAL OF INTEREST TO YOU. 


MR. PFEIFFER WOULD BE AVAILABLE SHOULD YOU WISH TO DISCUSS IT WITH 
HIM AT YOUR CONVENIENCE. 


Aha KR 


W.AK. 


FOREIGN. AU NATIONALITIES 
"BRANCH 


NE - ae 
John C, Wiley 
Dr. William L. Langer | 
Contacts with the Arabic World 


a 


| With 3 your deiptantue of February 5 
a “you sent me some comments’ which you hed ren. 
deived from ¥ * Rimbel respecting the arabe, 
“world. These were prepared by ry, Timothy - 
Pfeifer. Subsequently we have submitted oa 
to Professor: Faris of the Faon ity of Oriental 
‘Languages at Prindeton. - A copy of Professor | 
Faris's comnents is attached for suoh interest. 
as i% may present. A copy is being sent also. 
to Ep. Kimbel, 


{sigsed) 3 JOHN C. WILEY: 


Jon C. Wiley 
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BRANGH 


To: DeWitt ©. Poole 
From: N. A. Faris 


‘Subject: Britain's Good ain" Doubted in il A me press. 
Ash 


{Information attained from Al Fetukiat of 
Buenos Airés, cf Januarg 15, B, tote; quoted 
from al-B al-Bdyan of Hew York. 7 


Hiesieetae eae. the extent of the aid given to Britain 
py Indians and other colonials, an unidentified writer 
reminds his readers of Britain! s broken promises after the 
World War I, especially to the Arabs, and concludes that, 
judging by past performances, it is extremely doubtful that 
Britain has any intention of fulfilling her present promises, 
particularly to India. 


S ow me 


| \ 
a. ear 


4 
Ss tat 


(FOREIGN we li. + wiTIES 
| Bila (4 
APR. 24 wd Princeton, N. Je 
April 18, 1942. 
1 NE-~26-f% 
Tos beWitt\c. Poole 


From: Nabih Amin Yaris 
Subject: The failure of the Cripps’ weak to India). | 


\ | 
Chee sine ck, Brooklyn, A a 11, 1942; af-Akhiak, New 


ay “OTR; April 3, 14; al~Hoda,.New York, April 11, 13; 
: Meraat-ul-Cha New York, April 13; al-Bayan, New 
YorR, April ll, 14.] pase 


The failure of the Cripps’ Mission to India has been 
featured in all the Arabic papers in New York and Brooklyn. 
Ail but one have withheld their editorial comments, being 
content in carrying the accounts transmitted by the Associated 
Press and the United Press. Al-Bayan, the only paper to dis- 
cuss the subject editorially, states, "We do not, we cannot, 
understand why Britain does not heed the legitimate demands 
of the Indians. What, after all, is the difference between 
granting India her independence now and between granting it 
at the conclusion of the war? We are eertain tha, this time 
British pledges and promises will be different from those 
given the Arabs during the last war. But ib is apparent. that 
the leaders of Indian resurgence demand deeds rather than words, 
independence rather than promises. Haply they have some eeowse, 
while proffer blame." 


whol 


[Both by what al-Bayan says and by,it leaves unsaid, 


it probably echoes the sentiment prevalent among the Arabic- Lv 


speaking press. The failure of the other pavers to comment 
editorially on the outcome of the mission should be inter- 
preted as a sign of disappointment. furthermore, the failure 
of al-Bayan, a paper which represents the pan-Islamic and pan- 


Arab aspirations of many Arabic-speaking communities, to mention 


a Zan 
The failure of tle Cfipps' Mission to India (cont.). 
Or defend the stand of the Moslem League of india is very 


Significant. Arabic-speaking peoples, particularly the Moslems, 


favour the All-India Congress, several Presidents of which, au 


including the present one, ‘Abd-al-Kalam Azad, were Moslems. 
They feel that Britain has deliberately encouraged these 
and similar minorities to remain separate; and they always point 
to Hindu-Moslem co-operation in the All-India Congress and to 
Moslem-Christian (Coptic) united efforts in the Wafd of Egypt 
as proof that, left alone, majorities and minorities are able 
to come together and transcend their differences for the na- 
tional cause. 
Arabic-speaking opinion was disappointed with the cupaone of 
| the negotiations, but they do not blame India. The tendency 
is to blame Britain, for India became a symbol by which British 
sinceréty regarding the purpose of this war, namely the preser- 
vation of the democratic way of life, is tested. The question 
is often asked, "How does Britain expect to enlist the aid of 
the Indians and win their active support for the defence and 
preservation of democracy, and at the same time denying the 
same democracy for which they are to shed their blood?’ They are 
reluctant to biame India's disinclination to accept "postdated 
shenues®; and point to the promises made during the last war 
to the Arabs. In short neither the Indians nor the Arabic- 
speaking peoples are ready to aecept British promises without 
American guaratees. 
Their faith in the United States was, however, a little 


shaken as a result of the reported stand which Mr. Louis Johnson, 


<x 
The failure of the Cripps' Mission to India (cont.) 
the President's special envoy to India, has taken. The belief. 
persists that Johnson told the Congress leaders that the United 
States has given Britain a free hand in the Indian problen. 

But these peoples, Indians and Arabic-speaking, look to 
the United States for the solution of all their problems on the 
basis of detached justice removed from political considerations 
of empire. They expscted the United States to exert its influ- 
ence on the side of Indian demands, and were ready,in return, | 
to give the United Nations the same type of support and Loyalty 
which the Philippines gave to the United States. 

They also believe that at the present time and. the 
face of the Japanese threat the Indian probiem ceased to be 
a British concern only. It concerns all the United Nations, 
and should be approached from the standpoint of these partners, 
including China, whbse cause is very popular among Moslem and 
Arab nationalists. 

In the light of noes developments, the Johnson mission 


has been embarrassing to the United States, not indeed for what 


Johnson did or failed to do, but for what he was expected to ao. | 


Princeton, N. J. 
May 10, 1942. 


To: DeWitt C. Poole | gel regaled: 7 


From: Nabih Amin Faris MAY 18 1942 


oe Gandhi and the United Stat¢ds NE +45 - R 2 \ 
| | | ae 


f [Al-Bayan, New York. May 7, 194 od 
e: 


In a signed letter by Farid abu-wrslih of Detroit, Mich., 
the attitude of the Indian leader towards the United States is 
studied, especially his unfavourable reaction to American troop 
reinforcements in India. Why does Gandhi, it is asked, so re- 
act, when he knows that the United States has no territorial 
ambitions or designs? The answerg is found in two things: The 
first is the high expectations which the Indian placed in the 
United States as an intermediary, and the second is the often 
irresponsible pronouncements of the American press. In the 
first place the United States was expected to perform a miracle: 
to reconcile Indian and British antagonism. In the second place 
the American press, in the sight of the Indians, has supported 
Britain without regard to the legitimate demands of India, 

{The tone of the article is sober and thoughtful. I think 
the writer is correct when he states that Indian disappointment 
stems not from what the United States did or failed to do, but 
from what it was expected to do. The American press may have 
also contributed to the formation of Gandhi's attitude. The 
Indian problem was approached 'and viewed almost solely from 
the standpoint of Britain-- perhaps because of the desire to 


view it from the standpoint of the war effort. (See my report 


of April 18, on The Failure of the Cripp's Mission to India.)] 


Princeton, N. J. 
May £4, 1942, 
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[Al~Bayan, New York, May 2l 1942.) 


From: Nabih Amin faris 


Subject: Japanese hreat to India } 


An article by Yarid abu-Muslih of Detroit, treats of the 
Stains 1S OCTET SINR pera ya TOE 


Japanese threat to India, and dwells on the failure of Britain 


| Cv to solve the Indien problem. The articleg attempts most fairly 

| ' to determine the reasons for that failure, and sets forth the 
arguments of both the British and the Indians. It ends with the 
suggestion that the British approach was wholly governed by mi- 
litary considerations, and di? not make any real effort to orG8 
the problem of Indian aspirations at all. 

[There is pomyine in the article itself which might be 
regarded anti-vtritish. But the impression it leaveslis one which 
might be so construed. It has become fashionable to protest lo- 
yelty to the American way of life, and at the same time point 
out British shortcomings. This line of thinking is the result 
of a deepseated distrust for Britain, and conceals a desire for 
American guaratees for British pledges. The Indian problem and 
its solution or lack sf sohution have become a symbol of British 
Sincerity or lack of sincertty. The failure of the Cripps’ mis- 
sion has, indeed, left behind it a cloud of disappointment. Since 
the fate of India is closely linked to the fate of the United Na- 
tions, and the Indian problem has ceased to be a British concern 
only, many feel that the United States is faced with a responsibi- 


lity which is difficult to accept or to decline.] 
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Princeton, New Jersey . 
March 2, 1942 


(FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
To: DeWitt C. Poole $88 BRANCH 
From: N. A. Faris | | we-26-% 


a a “ \. ( 


Yneraot vl-Ghone 
{Information obtained from the Mir'tat al-Gharb, 7 
of New York, of February 25, ane“the-fisnoda = 3-1) 
of New York, of February 24, 1942.) “seuss 


Subisect: Pan-Arab Conference in Cairo. 


Some of the Arabic-speaking papers in New York have 
given prominent space in their columas for a svecial cable 
reporteé in the New York Times, Feb.21, 21942, purporting to 
the proposed conference to be held at Cairo [Feb.26] for the 
standardization of educational syllabuses throughout the 
Arabic-speaking world. 


Hitherto pan-Arab conferences were held for political 
purposes of immediate nature. This particular conference seems 
removed from politics. It mbght, however, prove more far reach- 
ing than all pyyious conferences, since its ultimate aim is to ~ 
weld the different parts of the Arabic-speaking world through 
& uniform and unified system of education. The basis of th 
so-called Arab Awakaing has been cultural in the main. The 
chances for the success of the conference are, therefore, bright, 
although there will be some dissenters, particularly the Lebanon, 
which prefers to remain outside any pan-Arab system, no matter 
what that system might be. 
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TO: DeWitt C. Poole MIE-26-K] 


Ww eron: Nebih Anin Faris 


t 
Subject: Fear of Secret Treaties Concerning the Fate of 
A 
the Near East 2,.\ | 
[Al-Hoda, Lebanese Christigh Arsbic daily in New 


Merch 20, 1942; and al-Bavan, Druse semi-weekly, 
York, March 21, 1942. 


Sp acuiekicn concerning Turkish intentions in the present 
conflict wettetes she Arabic-speaking press in this country. 
Turkey's strategic position is evident to bath the Allies 
and the Axis Powers. fkumours persist that both are trying 


to secure Turkish aid through promises at the expense of tl 


Arabic-speaking world. 


(The persistence of such rumours is not helpful to the 
cause of the Allies. The experience of the Arabic-speaking 
world with similar promises during the last World War makes 
the peoples of those lands extremely apprehensive, and, like- 
wise, susceptible to Axis prpogande. Anything to dispel their 
fears and confirm their faith is worth doing. Nothing which 
Britain might do or say will wee be of much avail, since its. 
past reeona in the Near East is against it. The United States 
Should take the initiative; it elone can convince the Near 
Hast that the fate of its peeples will not be decided by secret 


treaties. ]} 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 

From: Nabih Amin Fars 

Subject: The Liberation of Islam is Bound with Axis Victory 
foo Man ed 


L.- 4eSA7 Mi 
Connent ing on the activities of the eoica Mufti 


ehuessbos scntucinnsbrancenicleertman Trae 
2 ’ 


and Rashid ‘Ali al-Jileani as they move between Berlin and 
Rome, the editor of al-Fitrah states that the liberation of 


Islam and the restoration of the Arabs to their rightful pkace 
in the world are bound with the victory of the Axis. 

[Al-~Fitrah claims to be the organ of the Moslem con- 

munities in the New World. It represents, however, extreme 
Went enten: which is anti-British, primarily because Bri- 
tain is non-Moslem. Normally it would be anti-Axis as well. 
But like many Moslems, it reasons that éhowe who are opposed 
to Britain are of necessity pro-Moslem. 

This position can be countered by emphasizing the 
loyalty of the Moslems of the Philippine to the American flag, 
because the United States rule, though non-Moslem, has safe~ 
guarded Moslem interests. In contrast twenty years of Italian 
misrule in Lybia resulted in the decimination of 50 *@ of the 


Moslem population. 
| ~~ 


The services of Moslem leaders in Russia, where se- erat 


veral millions of Moslems live in prosperity, should be sec- 
ured. Recently the Grand Mufti of Russia issued a declara- 
tion calling upon his co-religionists to support the Democe 
racies. Such pronouncements should be given ample publicity 


among Moslems throughout the world.] 
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To: DeWitt CG. Pool 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subjects:Are the Christians an elk Op oat ainst Arab pudoeuias e 


[Al-Jaridah aissuxiven. end ! it) Buenos Aires, Heb. 
bes“rets sy 


s s 


In reply to an article by one who signs himself "al-Sha'ir 


7 sass (The Village Poet), and which appeared in another Arabic 


paper in Buenos Aires, probably al-Istkial, al- Jaridah al-Suriyah 
al-Lubnaniyah cites the examples of Algeria and Morocco where there 
are practically no Christians and where the yoke of foreign rule 
is firmly fastened, and Egypt where a sizable Christian (Coptic) 
minority exists and where this minority has lsboured side by side 
with the Moslem majority and made Egypt the leading Arabic-speaking 
country. The paper also cites how under the rule of feisal TI and 

| the Nationalist Committee Christian-Moslem co-operation reached 
its height in Syria. 

{The traditional struggle in the Near Hast has been Moslen- 
Christian. One of the main reasons why the Lebanon is separatist 
lies in the fact that it is predominankly Christian in the midst 
of a Moslem sea. Christians throughout the Arabic-speaking world 
have consistently been apart from the nationalist movement, although 

ae instances they supplied the cultural leadership of such amici? 
they have also attached themselves to foreign powers, the Maronites 

of the Lebanon to France, the C . ’ cthodox to Czarist Russia, and 

the few “protestants to Brity i. ‘he Moslems alone remained un-recon- 
ciled, primarily because of the + exclusive religio-political society. 
The latter, furthermore, wure and are the majority. European powers, 
too, sBized upon the opportunity thus offered to further their 


spheres of influence in the then Ottoman Empire. 


aw 2D ow 


Are the Christians an obstacle against Arab Independence? (cont.) 


Thus the charge is not without foundations. Events of late, how- 
ever, have greatly mo@ified the situation. Under 4aghlul Pasha 
of Egypt the Wafd Party sought to remove the question of the pro- 
tection of minorities from the political scene. The progress made 
there is both genuine en great. Throughout the other Arabic- 
speaking world, however, the situation remains almost unchanged. 
It will sometime before the Christian minority will trust the | 
Moslem majority. Only in Palestine (other than Egypt) do we see 
|“ Christian-Moslem co-operation, imposed, of course through the 
influence of “ionism which both fear and distrust. Elsewhere 
the Christians still suffer many disabilities. 

The religious ties in the Arabic-speaking world, despite 
_ the surge of nationalism since the last war, are still the do- 


minant and determining factors. ] 


Princeton, N. J. 


et, To: DeWitt C. Poole BRANGH 
“From: Nabih Amin Faris MAY 18 1942 
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Subject: Post-war Status of the Lebanon 


‘ ae Speier etree 
{Lisan al-Hal, Reirut, Septenber 16, 1942.] 
‘es — aeRO AES 


In reply to a questionaire by the Lisan al-Hal, leading 


Arabic daily in Beirut, Dr. Jodo Bigs states that since 
ee ene 


ethnic origins, language, mentality, and tradition are the 

pasic and determining factors in the political status of nations, 
and since these factors are common to the Lebanon and its neigh- 
pouring Arabic-speaking countries, the Lebanon's post war poli- 
tical status should be ples ases adopted by Syria and the 
other neighbouring Arabic-speaking peoples. While each country 
could and should enjoy local autonomy [states rights in American 
political jargon], a unified monetary system as well as a uni- 
fied system of law and education should prevail. Furthermore, 
all tariff obstacles between the different countries concerned 
should be permanently removed. 

{Dr. Joseph Hitti is the brother of Professor Philip K. Hitti 
of Princeton University. Like his brother, Dr. Joseph is American 
educated, and is at present on the Faculty of Medicine in the 
American University of Beirut. He is highly respected and in- 
fluential. His ideas for the post-war status of the Lebanon 
betray American influence. What he advocates is a federation 
of the Arabic-speaking countries. This does not represent dominant 
Lebanese opinion, which is overwhelmingly separatist. But it rep- 
resents the opinion of the liberal element among the educated 


elass.] 


princeton, N. J. 
May 10, 1942. 
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Subject: Union of Jabal al-Druz with a 


[Al=-Ho .2, New York, May 4, 1942 

In a special air mail message to the editor of al-Hoda, 
its Beirut correspondent writes of the recent GtSke Druze 
assembly at al-Suwayda’, and of their unanimous decision to 
become an integral part of the Republic of Syria. The meeting 


¥ 


was presided over by Hasan Bey al-Atrash. 

[The Druze, an aierecae dee sect, settled in the southern 
part of the Lebanon, has been a separate government since 
the revolution of 1925-7. Previous to that it enjoyed a 
certain amount of autonomy. Traditionally the Druzes are 
friendly to Britain. The present action should be viewed 
side by side with the decline of French influence, which 
had carved Syria into five independent states. It is probably 
not accidental that Hasan Bey al-Atrash who presided over the 
assembly when it voted union with Syria, has recently been 
made minister of defence in the new Syrian cabinet (see my 
report on A New Cabinet in Syria, April 25). Through this 
union the Druzes will share in the responsibility of the 
government, and will most certainly check any dormant pro-~ 
Vichy influence which may still exist. Furthermore, it will , 
on the positive side, enhance the British influence. It wiil 


also sharpen the demarkation between Syrian and Lebanese, since 


the latter fear and mistrust the Druzes more than anything else. 


This fear and mistrust dates back mainly to the 1860 massacres. 


In any scheme of union, the Lebanon will probably remain aloof. 
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MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John Wiley 
FROM: Allen W. Dulles 


ut 
\.\ 


Raoul Aglion, Free French representative — ae 
here in New York and who was for many years French™ . el 
expert in the Near East, Syria, Egypt, etc., | 
suggested that it might be desirable to organize a | 
joint Arab, Syrian, Lebanese: meeting here to help : al 
rally Arab feeling in favor of the United Nations. eal 
ss He suggested this in view of reports as to Arab 
os] uprising in Egypt, etc. He suggested that Mokarzél 
a -t\ Yodo prominent Syrian editor here, would be glad to help 
oo organize the meeting. 


I told Aglion that this was not within my 
jurisdiction but that I would pass the idea on to you. 
I suggested that any such gathering as he contemplated 
might sasily end in a riot and do more harm than 

good. To this he replied that arrangements could 
easily be made for only trusted persons to attend 

the meeting, and that the resolution of support 

would be a unanimous one, 


I am not at all clear as to the feasibility 
or utility of Aglion's suggestion, but I pass it on 
for your consideration. 


C.C. Mr. Hugh R. Wilson 
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Nasu: A. Fans, Secreta: 
° July 5, 1948. | BRANCH 
NE-2B | 


Professor DeWitt Clinton Poole 
Washington, D. ©. 


Dear Professor Poole: 


At long last I was able to see Professor Hitti and 
take up with him the question which we discussed together at 
your home on Wednesday last. He concurs with us that it is ex- 
tremely unwise to hold such a meeting as that proposed by the 
Free French representative. He agrees with .e that the idea 
has most probably originated with Mr. Ss; A. Mokarzel of al-Hoda 
for publicity purposes; that no unaniméity could be obtained for 
the reasons pointed out by Mr. Murray; that the majority of the 
Arabic press will oppose the conference if Mokarzel were to or- 
ganige it or have anything to Ao with its. and that it is wiser 
to let slecping dogs lie. Mokarzel, you will remember, is an 
extreme Lebanese separatist. His separatism is even annoying 


to the majority of the Lebanese themselves. 


With best wishes and regards, I remain, 


Very sincerely yours, 


J an a 
Nabih ° Amin—Taris 
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January 28, 1942 


To: DeWitt ©. Poole 
From: B.D.Meritt 


Subject: United ie over Syria and Lebanon 


(Information, furnighed by —— rie from the 
Arab pape As-Sateer feer, of Jan. 1 a9} 5 


A call for a , United States man over Syria 
and Lebanon was voiced by Elia D. Madey, editor 
and proprietor of As-Sameer, an Brabic daily 
published in New York City. Reference was made 
to the King-Crane plebiscite in 1919 when the 
overwhelming majority of the population voted for 
a United States mandate over the country. Reaction 
to this call has not yet crystallized, although 
a few favorable replies and communications have 
been received by the editor. . 
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Princeton, New Jersey 
March 2, 1942 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole BRANGH 
From: N. A. Feris we- 24-4 “1 


Subject: United States Mandate over Syria and the Lebanon. 


[Information obtained from As-Sameer, of 
Brooklyn, of February 24 and 26, 1942, ] 


This subject is still agitating a section of the 
Arabic-speaking press in New York. This week's letters to 
the editor favour the proposition and stress the special 
relationships which bind the Near East to this country. 
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From Nabih Amin Faris wwe = yoo im 
Subject: American Mandate over the Near East, Ibyj Saud, and 
Zionism. 
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[As-Sameer, Arabic daily published in New York by 
Blia A. Madey, a Christian Syrian; March 4, 1942.] 


In a letter to the editor the idea of the American man- } | 
date is favoured on the ground that the United States, un- 
like other western powers, has no territorial or dupe ia iaet ie 
ambitions. In evidence of this fact the action of Ibn-Saud in 
granting the oil concessions in his kingdom to American concerns, 
despite larger offers from Britain, Germany, and Japan. 


The writer proceeds to alley the fears of those who might 
object to an American mandate on the ground that the Zionist 
influence might be greater in the United States than it is 
in Britain, and points out that the "Arab's" right in Palestine 
has already been acknowledged by all, and that so long as Pales- 
tine remains the birthplace of Christianity and the cradle of 
Islam it will remain an “Arab" land. 


The importance of the letter lies in the fact that it 
echoes,special position which this country occupies in the . 
minds of the Arabic-speaking poeples, particularly because of 
its freedom from imperialism as they know it, and reflects the 
esteem with which Ibn Saud is regarded through gut the Moslem 
world. Furthermore the letter stresses one of,common pvints 
on which all Arabic-speaking poeples and Moslems agree, namely 
their hostility to the political aspirations of Zionism, 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: How to combat Axis propoganda in the Near Hast? 


[As-Sameer, Arabic daily in Brooklyn; March ll, 
1942.) | ; 


Dispatches from Syria and the Lebanon indicate unrest 
as a result of intensive Axis propoganda among the inhabi- 
tants, British attempts to counteract this propoganda has 
failed and is destined to fail because the inhabitants have 
lost faith in Britain. The only power which still enjoys the 
confidence of the poeples of the Near East is the United States 
of America. Since it is important to enlist the active support 
of the natives in those regions, and since United States troops 
are eventually going to be there, why could it not be possible 
+o place these lands under the administration of the United 
States as well -- sending administrators as well as troops? 
This is the safest and the best way to win the confidence of 
the dissatisfied inhabitants. 


[This is just another approach to the question of a 
United States mandate over Syria and the Lebanon, which 
the same paper was the first to propose. With the exception 
of the separatist Lebarese, the reaction to the proposal has 
been rather favourable among the Arabic-speaking groups in 
this country. It is, however, impossible to guage the reaction 
of the poeples themselves, although a favourable reaction should 
not be unexpected. At present the United States enjoys the 
genuine respect and confidence of the poeple; but once this 
nation becomes in active factor in the affairs of that "poly- 
glot", the situation will probably change. ] 
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To: Hewit 
From: Nabih Amin faris 
Subject: United States 


~ \* 


[azzamen,® Sienos Aires, March 11, 1942; As<Sameer, 
Pare eR OOK CRD 


Brooklyn, April 13, 1942.] 


In an editorial, Azzaman attacks the suggestion, 
set forth by the editor of As-Sameer {see my reports on the 
same subject on Jan. 16; reb. 1, 8, 22; March 8], that both 
Syria and the Lebanon be placed under a United States mandate. 
Agzaman charges that As-Sameer is either joking or does not 


know what it is talking aboute For how could a people so 


th 
spiritual be placed under political tutelage of a power so 


far gone in materialism as the United States of America? 
As-Samesr retorts, in defending the United States, that no 
other ¢ untry has entered the war for the defence of an idea 
but the United op \ 

cazcit Oe Be eae paper, is committed to the 
peparetdst position: and will summon any argumenet in support 
of its stand. It is also, like most Lebanese newspapers, pro-~ 
french. Most Lebanese papers reconciled their lové of France, 
which dates back to 1860, when France came (rather too late) 
to the aid of the Lebanon, with genuine loyalty to the democ- 
ratic cause by siding with the Free rrench. few, however, 
still root for Vichy France. One of these seems to be Azzaman. 
This is why it is openly opposed to the United States. Most 
Lebanese, however, are partisans of de Gaulle. Another reason 


for this antipathy might perhaps be the United states failure 
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United States Mandate over Syria and the Lebanon (cont.) 


to recognize the independence of the Lebanon. More likely 
it is the first reason, coupled with the misconception, en- 


couraged by Vichy and ultimately Axis inspired, that the 


United States is sordidly materialistic, believing only in 


"the dollar politics."] 
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To: Dewitt G. Poole | 
: NeE= 29- 
From: Nabih Jrrsrtermpe siete 


Subject: Isolation and United States Mandate over Syria and 
Eebanon. 


[As-Sameer, Brooklyn, April 23, 1948.] 

As a result of the rejection of isolation by the Repubdli- 
can party and its support of an active post war policy in foreign 
affairs, as-Sameer takes up his proposal for a United States 
mandate over Syria and the Lebanon again, and states that now 
it will receive universal support, since most of the objections 
were based on the assumption that the United States policy was 
against such "entanglements". He, therefore,ssts the proposal 
anew, and hopes that the United States might be induced to 
shoulder the responsibility. 

[The peoples a the Near East will undoubtedly favour 
a United states mandate. American prestige is indeed high. 

Would it, however, remain so after the United States becomes, 
should it dodeph such a mandate, act_vely engaged in the affaizs 
of those peoples? All look to the United States for the solution 
of their problems and the fulfilment of their aspirations. Will 
the United States be able to reconcile the conflicting views 

of Lebanese separatism, Syrian pasArabism, Jewish Zionism (in 
Syria, as-Sameer includes Palestine), etc. ? Will it as well be 


able to maintain its good name and reputation? All these questions 


will have toManswered before anything is done. Above all what 


will be the reaction of Hritain and ffrance to such a scheme? 
The United States cen best promote the welfare of these regions 
by be.ng in this particular case isolationist. This is also better 


from the standpoit of the United States itself. | 
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Another letter of support for the idea first shea 8, 82, 


As-Sameer comes from Alabama. The writer esserts tha PIAPEROBUELDING 153 
ted States of today is different from that of 1918, a4 that it i 
is now ready to shoulder its international responsibilities. In 
support of his contention, the writer quotes Governor Dickson 

or Alabama, who delivered a speech on June 16 before some group, 

and urged that in the post war period the principles of self- 
determination drawn out by the late Woodrow Wilson should govern 

the United States active policies, 

(Nothing important or new in this incident save that the 
question of a United States mandate over the Near East is still 
alive in the minds of the ApAbiosepeaKine community. What they 
really expect is that the United States be the godfather, as it 
were, of their national aspirations. They distrust other powers, 
and trust, perhaps too much, the United States. Therefore, they 


expect much. ] 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole On 


From: Nabih Amin Faris Ks of 
Subject: India and Palestine: Britain's biggest problem. 

da ede New York, March 12, 1942.] 

pe POA ANE EET iy 

The pages of al-Hoda carry the translation of an article 

from the English, unsigned, which enumerates the different 
problems facing Britain in this war, and singles out the 
problems of India and Palestine. These two problems loom 
more important than ever, bagauwetone Japanese threat to 
the former ari the latent trouble involved in the latter, es- 
pecially because of the widespread sympathy of the “Arab” 
states with the Arabic-speaking majority of Palestine in its 
tiaaim fight against political Zionism. 


It is stated that while the Moslem world in general and 
the Arab world in particular have shown some sympathy with how 
the cause of the democracies, they are not actively hostile 
to the Axis Powers, primarily because of grievances against 
Britain. None of these states has yet declared war against 
any of the Axis Powers. 

The conclusion is reached that Britain should reassure 
both India and the Arabic-speaking world, lest it should have 
to fight Germany in the west and Japan in the: east, while a 


fire rages in its backyard. 


aDe 
[ndia and Palestine (cont. ) 

Note. I do not presume to talk about India and Indian 
affairs. The Palestine problem, however, seems to have be- 
come to the Moslem world the symbol of Britath's broken promises, 


There is a good deal of sentimentality in the Moslem world re- 


garding Palestine: it is the second cradle of their faith; URV™ 


Jerusalem is the third hoilest spot in all Islam, the first 
aqiblah towards which they prayed. Furthermore, Moslem resent~ 
ment against non-Moslem rule, and Islam&S hostility to other 
religions find a focal point in the Holy Land, where "Christian" 
British rule and"Jewish" Zionism seem to confront them. 

Then there is the rise of nationalism, which among Moslem 
peoples is apt to be saturated with pan-Islamisn. All in all, 
the Moslem world is too ready to judge Britain on its record 
in Palestine. The only issue on which all the Moslems lands 


agree is Zionism, to which they are hostile. 
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March 29, 1942 
To: DeWitt C. Poole 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Lal-Bsyan, Druse Arabic-speaking semi-weekly in 
New York; March 24, 1942.] 


Commenting on some statements made in the House 
of Lords in favour of 4ionism, al-Bayan regrets the ne- 
cessity of opening the Zionist question to discussion, but 
feels that continued “Zionist influence in Britain and "in 
some government circles in the United States" makes the 
matter a duty. The paper further warns that, while the 
wArabs" are not hostile to Britain or to the Jews, they 
are definitely hostile to any power that desires to enslave 
them. If Britain should persist in favouring the Zionists 
in Palestine and ignoring the legitimate rights of the Arabs, 
the situation in the Near East might develop along the same 
Lines it follov.ed in the Far East, and the consequences be 


as grave. 


{As stated in several previous reports, sionism 
is the only issue on which all the Fattions in the Arabic- 
Soeeking and Moslems worlds agree. They are all opposed to 
ite See my report: India and Palestine, March 22, 1942, 


last two paragraphs. ] 
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Subject: Palestine and a tican Mandate 


B\4 ¢ foe 


[Al-Islah, Santiago, Chile; January 31, 1942.] 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Under the title “Palestine dn Auction Sale", al-Islah 
reports that Winston Churchill has offered the Vatican the 
nendate over Palestine, but the Holy Father has refused, 
because he has no desire to jieeegent in the affairs of a 
land the future of which belongs to its Arab population. 

[As a matter of fact the Holy Father will not 
view with disfavour such an offer. His interest in the 
Holy Land is not unlike his interest in Ethiopia. To that 
end Italy's conquest of Abyssinia received the silent bless- 
ing of the Vatican, while Italian propoganda in Palastine, 
prior to the war, worked through Italian missionary schools, 
such as the Opera Cardinal Ferrari. Scions of notable Moslem 
families were taken to Italy every year. There they spent 
two months sight seeing and receiving instructions in Fascist 
ideas and ideals. The whole trip from Palestine to Italy — 
and back to the Holy Land, including the two months stay, 
‘cost each "visitor" thirty dollars. Several of ee 


acquaintances made the trip.] 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: he Jewish Army 

[Al-Bayan, New York, April 18, 1942. ] 

Commenting on the recent meeting of fifty-seven Jewish 
rabbis representing the different parts of the country, and 
their declaration against the Yormation of a separate Jewish ut a.¥ 
Army in Palestine, al-Bayan welcomes the statement of these a 
rabbis, and reminds the Zionists that the Arabs were not and 
are'inti-Ssemitic, because they themselves are Semites. Further- 
more, Jews in every age lived among Arabs and Moslems free of 
persecution, unmolested. The Arabs, however, are definitely uh 
opposed to 4ionisn, political 4ionism, which hopes to make 
Palestine Jewish. 

[Ai-Bayan has stated with unusual restraint the re-action 
of the overwhelming majority of the Arabic-speaking people to 
the question of the Jewish Army. On this issue as well as on 
the wider issue of 4ionisn, Arabic-speaking opinion is almost 
unanimous. They are opposed to both. That the Arabs are not 
anti-Semitic in the accepted sense of the term is also true. 
They themselves are Semites. They are fanatically anti-Zionisnt. 
Under Arab and Moslem rule, and later in their midst, Jews fared 
much better than did the Christians. The struggle was Moslem 
versus Christian, not Arab versus Jew. Only after the advent 
of Yionism did the Arabs become conscious of the presence of 


a Jewish problem. (See my report on The Jewish Army, feb. 22.) 


Princeton, N. J. 
May, 17, 1942. 


To: DeWitt C. Poole FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
BRANCH 


From: Nabih Amin Faris MAY 22 1942 


Subject: Palestine War Effa 
2.\- 
a (Meraat-ul-Gharb, New Yor" 


¢ 

Seip 
Ms es 

is PARED EST ieee Mp 


Peace gO ENTERIC 
News of the formation of volunteer army in Palestine, 


including up to date about ten thousand Jews and about six ub. 


thousand ArabSis featured in the Meraat-ul-Gharb. 

{This is welcome news (see my report of May 10 on "Terrorism 
in Palestine", p. 2, paragraph 2), This my be the manner in 
which Britain is answering the insistant demands of the Zionists 
for the formation of a Jewish Army in Palestine. Side by side 
to a Jewish Army an Arab Army is formed. The one serves as a 
check on the other, while at the same time Britain and the Allies 
gain a little help. It may also serve in bringing the two ele- 
.ments closer together. As such it is welcome news. The fact that 
the armies thus formed are entirely volunteer armies is quite 
important, since it reveals the willingness of both peoples to 
help in the defeat of the Axis. The motives may not be complete- 
ly idealistic. Both groups may want to record, in blood, their 
aid, so that in the future settlement both may be able to back 
their claims with the fact of their participation. At any rate, 
the immediate result is salutary, and the future outcome has 
a good chance of being wholesome too, especially because already 
a joint group is earnestly endeavouring to reconcile the differences 


which have kept the two elements fighting each other and the gevern- 


ment for the last two decades, The success of these efforts 


~Qe 


Palestine War Effort (cont. ) 


will be greatly aided if Zionists, particularly in the United 


States, will desist from further agitation for a Jewish Army 
in the Holy Land. The Palestine administration is better able. 
to deal with the situation than a free for all conference in 


New York or Chicago.] 
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Subject: The United Stapes nes papedtine 


as [Meraat-ul-Gharb, New York, May 27, 1942.] 
a 


Under the title "Roosevelt Revives “ionist Hopes", 
the Meraat-ul-Gharb reports the proceedings of the meeting of 


> Ao 
the American Palestine Committee, particularly the message of 


es 


We SA Ea AS TRE ERNST RST ERT TTT Nectar 


President Roosevelt to the gathered members in which he is repon- 
ed to have reaffirmed the United States interest in the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish Net inal Home. (Cf. New York Times, May 27s 
1942.) 
{ While the Meraat-ul-Gharb does not comment editorially 
on the message or the meeting, the title under which the story 
appears could be taken as an editorial comment. The New YaorksTimes 
reports the event under "Yresident Offers Hope for Palestine". 
The word "revives" which appears in the Arabic version, implies “f 
a polite reproach. Like the majority of the Arabic-speaking e\ 
peoples, the Arabic-speaking community in this country is not a(t 
favourably disposed towards political Zionism, and hold that 
the Jewish problem could not and should not be solely a Palestin- 
jan problem. Builders of the National Home will have to take 
into segenaeneeied not only the present critical situation but 
also the fact that 70% of the present population of the Land 
are not Jewish and are not favourably disposed towards a project 
which they believe ignores their rights and violates the elementary 


principles of democracy for which the United Nations are fighting, 


and for which they are called upon to fight.] 
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-To: DeWitt CG. Poole FOREIGN NATIONALITIES ; 
4 ms From: Nabih Amin Faris <), ean 


Subject: The Palestine Problem JUN 12 1942 


(Meraat-ul-Gharb, New York, June 3, 194 


Under the title "The Palestine Problem" and the sub- 

title "The Words of a Wise Rabbi", the Meraat-ul-Gharb, in 

| Gurls (.4 
an editorial , quotes the words of Rabbi Morris A. LaZaron... 
of Baltimore in which he assails both the Zionist leaders | 
and their agitation for a Jewish Army in Palestine. The 
editorial goes on to state the difficulties of the Palestine 
problem and the desirability of seeking a solution, not now 
when Britain and the United Nations have their hands full 
with more vital and urgent issues, but later on when conditions 
more conducive for a peaceful settlement without embarrass- 
ment to Rritain prevail. The editorial condemns Zionist de- 
sire to strike a bargain when Britain is in the midst~of grave _ 
difficulties, and, in contrast, commends the Arabs who have 
decided to desist for the present from anything which might 


be embarrassing to the Allied cause. The Arabs, according 


to the editorial, khow that the Atlantic Charter promulgated 


on Rien 


The Palestine Problem (cont. ) 


by President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill will iene 
the Arabs of Palestine, especially because theirs is a right not 
a claim. Furthermore, it is unlikely that the four freedoms 
preached by the President of the United States will be with-~ 
held from them. Above all the Arabs of Palestine have cast 
their lot with the democratic nations. The Meraat-ul-Gharb 
concludes the editorial with praise for Rabbi Lazaron's words , 


and adds: 


"Tt ss, therefore, superfluous to state 


that the ultimate good which tne Roadese 
of the world, like the wise President 
Roosevelt, are now planning for the en- 
tire community of nations militates against 
such avaricious greed with which the Zionists 
continue to render the Palestine problem more 
and more difficult. They approach the ques- 
tion from their own particular standpoint, 
without any regard to the general interest 
and good." 
(This is the second editorial on the general subject of 
Palestine written by the Meraat-ul-Gharb (see my report of 


May 31, 1942, on "The United States and Palestine".) 


The Palestine Problem (cont.) 
-;Rabbi Morris A. Lazaron spoke at a meeting of sixty Reform 
Rabbis which represents the non-Zionist Jewish element in this 
country. The Zionist slement has hitherto been more articulate. 
The unwisdom of their continued agitation for the national home 
and for the Jewish Army in Palestine at this critical moment hag 


moved the non-Zionist element to speak out its warning, first 


against the untimeliness of this agitation and secondly against 


the very Zionist platform. I quote Rabbi Tazsron: 

"As responsible teachers of Israe] sea who have de- 
dicated our lives to its faith, we have not only 
the right but the duty to consider our stand not 
only on the practical aspects of the Zionist claims, 
but also on the wisdom and wholesomeness and truth 
of their philosophy. ... The resolutions of the 
Zionist congress meetings reveal inconsistencies 
which are hard to reconcile. They proclaim un- 
reserved support of the United Nations, yet continue 
to agitate for a Jowish Army. They declare for co- 
operation with the Arabs, but demand that the Jewish 
Agency have full control of immigration. They deny 
nationalism for the Jews, but, demanding international 
status for the Jewish people, call upon Jews who are 
citizens of other countries to work for a political 


goal related to a land other than their own. No 
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“The Plaestine Problem (cont.) 


stable future for the Jew in Palestine or anywhere 


ekse can be built on such foundations." 


wes 
It must be remembered that ST a Same apprehensions on the 


part of non-Zionist Jews that induced the authors of the Bal- 


four Declaration to qualify the "promise" with two elauses the 


second of which reads as follows: *..: xt being clearly under- 
stood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice ... the 
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in anyother country." 
It is evident that Zionist leaders have neglected to re- 
member this clause, just as they have neglegted to remember the 
one pertaining to the "civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities in Palestine." The Palestine problem 
is not a conflict between British interests and Zionist aspi- 
rations. A third group is involved, even in the Balfour Dec~- 
laration, namely the "existing non-Jewish commnities in Pa- 
lestine." These existing non-Jewish communities, inaccurately 
referped to as Arabs, are th: native population of the land, 
and comprise Moslems, Christians and wAtiee Jews. The Moslems 
and Christians are Arabic-speaking but not really Arabs. The 
distinction is all-important. Furthermore, this native population, 
in the main, antedates any Jewish or even Hebrew penetration be=- 
fore the Christian era. The Zionists who sped. to history and 
kape their claim on a Hebrew conquest some three thousand.: years 


ago, admit the right of conquest, and forget that they themselves 


The Palestine Problem (cont.) 
were, in turn conquered. Those who resort to religion and 
rest their claim on the fact that Jerusalem is the birthplace 


of their faith, must not forget that the Christians, and even 


the Moslems to whom the Holy City of Jerusalem is the third 


holiest spot, can assert the same. Similarly the Christian 
Scientists could claim Boston, the birthplace and cenbre of 
their faith. Those who make the Balfour Declaration their 
charter should remember not only the circumstances under which 
in wats made, but also the counter promises made by Britain to 
the so-called Arabs as well as the clauses which pertain, in 
the Balfour Declaration itself, to the “existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine." These existing noni jewish commu = 
nities in Palestine nuimbered ninety per cent of the entire 
population prior to the influx of immigration, and even now 
constitute seventy per cent of the whole population. 

These considerations may seem at the present juncture 
academic. What is the best available solution under existir ; 
conditions? 

No permanent solution is now possible. That must await 
the final victory of the United Natiors. For the present it 
is best to "freeze" the existing status, and await more conducive 
conditions for the working out of a solution. Such a solution 
must take into consideration not only the plight of Jews enedans 
out the world, but also the rights of the existing non-Jewish 


communities in Palestine. For ultimately Palestine cannot offer 


The Palestine Probelm (cont.) 


asylum to all the Jews -- sixteen millions of them. The sol- yw” 


4 


ution of the Jewish problem is not solely a Palestinian issue. 7a Bo 


2 


Only when the Axis Powers are completely defeated could the 
world become safe for minorities, including the Jews. 

It is because continued agitation for a Palestin&\jn 
solution of the Jewish problem is inimical to the best con- 
duct of the war that Rabbi Lazaron and his fifty-nine colleagues 
have raised their voice. For this same reason the Meraat-ul- 
Gharb has taken notice of the issue, and in one week has written 
two editorials on the subject. There is indeed a genuine desire 
on the part of the Arabic press to avoid raising the issue now, 
lest it prove embarassing to Britain and the United Nations, 
They resent, however, the repeated charge made by the Zionists 
that Britain is appeasing the Arabs. These so-called Arabs are 
the navive population. Any solution which hopes to be practi- 
eal and enduring, not to mention just, must take them into con- 
sideration. If, because this native population happens to be 
Moslem, and has, therefore , enlisted Moslem sympathy for ‘cae 
cause, we cannot blame as But neither Moslem nor Jewish or 
any other sywfapthy should be allowed to interfere with the suc- 
cessful conduct of the war. The Palestine issue as well as the 
Jewish probéeUm itself is indeed efsecondary importance in the 
present crisis. It is hoped that the coming elections and the 
desire of candidates to please the voters will not result in 


careless and irresponsible statements which will only add to 


the difficulty of the problen. ] 
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| COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
From; Nabih Amin Faris ! 


{[Al-Bayan, New York, June 6 & 9, 19423; As-Say. New 
York, June 8, 1942.] 


yy c Both papers feature the speech which Lieut. Governor 


Zor 


Charles BE. Poletti of New York delivered on June 4, at Town 
Hall, N.Y., at a meeting under the auspices of the American 
yewish Legion and the American Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs. Among the salient points quoted are the following: 
"The restoration of the Jewish homeland in Palestine must be 
made one of the peace aims of the United Nations." And, "Only 
recently President Roosevelt took occasion to pay tribute to 
the reconstruction of Palestine as an example of what can be 
accomplished in a democracy. The President's statement di- 
rectly linked the future of Palestine with the establishment 
of the four freedoms throughout the world." 

As-Sayeh makes as yet no comments. But al-Bayan 
comments twice on the subject. In the issue of June the sixth, 
where the report is made, the following note appears: "We do not 
know what these freedoms of which the partisans of Zionism speak, 
or that democracy of which they sing, in order that a land be 
taken away from its own people and given to them instead. In 
this connexion, we look up to the spirit of democracy and the 


four freedoms in the hope that that spirit might enlighten 


The Jewish National Home in Palestine (cont. ) 


the just among those in authority concerning our Arab cause 
so that a nation with the right on its side might not be sac- 
rificed for another which has no right in Palesfine. 

Al-Bayan follows up this short note with a long and 
angry editorial in the issue of June 9, 1942. The editorial 
exclaims that it is impossible to understand how Zionist ex- 
tremists can prevail over notables and individuals in positions 
of authority in the different Allied governments and induce 
them to make such statements and espouse a cause contrary to 
the spirit of the war upon which the United Nations have embarked 
for the defence of the principles of freedom. Zionist aspira- 

_ tions, al-Bayan states, are contrary to human rights on every 
score, because they aim at taking away a land from its own peo= 
ple, a land sacred to the Christians and the Moslems alike. 
Why, the editorial asks, should the Jews, who failed to live 
in harmony among all peoples, be given Palestine as a national 


home when the whole world was and is their national home? Stiil 


more, how could the Zionist blind themselves to the dangers which 


engulf the world at thepresent moment, and attempt to focus attent- 
tion upon a policy which might endanger the peace of the world, 
when one of the main goals of the Allies is to do away with the 
causes of war? 

The editorial goes on in the same vein, and ends with the 
following: "We Arabs look up to the guardians of freedom and de- 


mocracy who are fighting for their very existence against Fascism 


aS 


The Jewish National Homs in Palestine (cont.) 


and Nazism in the hope that they will sympathize with the pso- 
ple of Palestine, and will not permit that this war should end 
by forcing the rightful people of the Holy Land to relinquish 


their rights for others who have no right therein," 


{Neither Lieut. Gov. Pletti's speech nor this editorial 
have anything to contribute for the final solution of that 
most difficult problem. If fact, both, especially the Poletti 
speech, render the problem more difficult, and the solution 
more remote. It arouses the fears of a people with a cause 
and a grievance at a time when their goodwill is all import- 
ant for the war effort. In my report of May 10 on “Terrorism 
in Palestine" and my report of May 17 on “Palestine War Effort", 
I showed how, left to themselves, the Arabs and Jews in Pales- 
tine have been working together, and how external agitation 
of whatever source would only hamper the efforts of Arab and 
Jewish leaders there in their endeavours for a reconciliation, 
In my report of June 7 on "The Palestine Problem" I discussed 
the possibility of a solution and the nature thereof, and expressed 
the hope that no careless statements for the voters’ consumption 


will be made and, therefore, render the problem more difficult. 


Unfortunately, what I feared came to pass. It does seem strange 


for the Arabs of Palestine and their Moslem co-religionists and 
sympathizers throughout the Near and Middle East that the four 


freedoms and the Atlantic Charter, as interpreted by Poletti ~° | 


The Jewish National Home in Palestine (cont.) 


and the extreme Zionists, do mot apply to then. Because Lieut. 
Gov. Poletti occupies an official position, his statements might 
be regarded by Arabs and Arab sympathgzers as the official posi- 
tion of the United States government. This is dangerous in its 
effect upon hke Arab and Moslem opinion which looks up to the 
United States and expects from it guarantees that their cause 
will, in Palestine and elsewhere, be disposed in accordance with 
the principles of the Atlantic Charter and the four freedoms. 


points 
During the last war, Wilson's fourtean were a factor in bring- 


A 
ing the Arab and Moslem worlds to the side of the Allies. When 
after the war the principles of the fourteen points were not 
adhered to, especially in the matter of self-determination, 
cynicism replaced enthusiasm and hope. This is why that part 
of the world has been, despite its dislike to the Axis, rather 
lukewarm towards the Allied cause, and skeptical about their 


goodfaith; that is why they look up to the United States for 


efftantees. Such statements as the Poletti speech, especially 


peeause of his official position, undermine confidence in the 
United States and cast doubts upon its disinterestedness. It 
is indeed most unfortunate. (See my reports of June 7, 1942, on 


"The Palestine Probtam". )] 


Princeton, N. J. 
June 28, 1942. 


Oo: DeWitt C. Poole AT} ? in a7 AM *? 


rom: Nabih Amin Faris COORDINATOR OF INFORHATION __. 
COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION | & 
Subject: Palestine After the War SE ee | 
' iA RECEIVED 
[As-Sameer, Brooklyn, June 26, 1942,] 
— JUL 8 1942 
i yr, § es if 94 
With the speech of Mr umner Welles on May 3 e: EASE RETURN TO LIBRARY 


FOREIGH NATIONALITIES BR. 
in OUT 


wherein the Under-Secretary of State declared that the APEX BWHDING 153 
empire are gone for ever, and that the small nations will be 
allowed to determine their own fate and future after this war, 
with this speech in mind, the Rev. wiknetil Dnipan, incumbent 
priest of the Syrian-Orthodox Church in Atlanta, Georgia, add- 
ressed a letter to Mr. Welles, commending his speech, and in- 
quiring whether or not, when he said these words, he had, along 
with the other small nations, Palestine in mind as well. Mr. 
Wallace Murray, in replying for Mr. Welles, assured the priest 
that Palestine was indeed included. The correspondence is 
published in its entirety in As-Sameer under the headline, "Glad 
Yidings for the Arabs", 

[Mr. W. Murray's letter is couched in diplomatic words, 
but, as trenslatecd in As-Sameer, gives the unmistakable impression 
that Mr. Welles* words do include Palestine. Will this letter 
become a "Murray Declaration" which the Arabs can quote in the 
post war period, just as the Zionists quote the Balfour Declaration? 
(ur course I have no access to the original, but the translatiion 


seems accurate enough.) The more important point, however, is 


that the Arabié-speaking element gy, like the Arabic-speaking peo- 


ples throughout the world, look towards the United States for 


the fulfilment of their national aspirations; Similarly they 


oe 


Palestine After the War (cont.) 


trust the United States while distrusting Britain. That is why 
the priest asks, "Would the [United States] government permit the 
British government to embark upon a renewed struggle with the 
Arabs atter the war?" 

The Palestine problem has become, es I have stated be- 
fore, the acid test of the United Nations good faith in their 


struggle for the principles of the Atlantic Charter, the four 


Grate 
freedoms, and the Welles’ speech. PRC CEN ese these principles 


to inelude them alomg with all the other small nations. That is 
why the correspondence is featured under the headline, "Glad 


Tidings for the Arabs", ] 


Princeton, N. J. 
Tune 26, 1942 egrcign NATIONALITIES BR. 
ag OUT 


Tos: DeWitt C. Poole 


mo"Nabih Amin Faris 
° Jt Q COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 


. JONALITIES BRANCH | - 
Gof Subject: Dr. Magnes on the Palestine Problem COORsiNaTOR FiaP oN RS aon A 


[Meraat-ul-Gharb, New York, June 17, 1942.] JUL 8 1942 


EASE RETURN TQ LIBRARY 
fs SET LOING 153 


VAN 
cle which appeared in Problems of Today, by Dr. Judah +o Magnes , 
tll = 


In an editorial, the Meraat-ul-Gharb applauds 
Same 
Chancellor of the Hebrew University, and rebukes the extreme 
Zionists for their continued agitation for the national home, 
and their ceaseless efforts to discredit the Arabs and their 
cause especially before the United States. 

[The Meraat-ul-Gharb represents the middle of the road 
position among the Arabic press in this country. There is a 
growing feeling, however, among the Arabs that the Zionists 
are bent upon discrediting the Arab cause and forming through 
propaganda a strong sentiment in the United States for Zionism. 
The Arabs are especially afraid lest the United States govern- 
ment commit itself in favour of Zionism without fully dguainting 
itself with the facts of the case, particularly as it pertains to 
Arabs. Such fears should be alla@yed, since they are not con- 
ducive to confidence in the disinterestedness of the United 
States. This confidence is the best asset we have in the Near 
East and the Arab world. (See also my report of June 21, 1942, 


on "Arab-Jewish CoBperation in Palestine.") 


Report ty Ay, Melmid A. Simaan , PhiPadelph'a<§i [lg 
fim cena mace emt og oy 


IRANIAN ELEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 


Ae Statistical Data. 
1. Approximate number of Iranians in 
Pure Iranian element BRANCH 


250 few naturalizea | jay 16 1949 


ENE ~ 31 


Of Assyriar Ag 
‘es om a pera 


ey ee ; 11,000 almost all naturalized 


AK 


Centers or towns in which they are gathered 


New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, New Haven, 
New Britgn, New London, Bridgeport (Gonn.) 


3. Particular country of @rovince). 
Ghar 
. vert ax@ Weshhed, Isfahan, and Kerman. 
388 


Remark: The great majority of them are laborers in factories; 
a small minority are merchants who import Persian rgugs, 
antiques, raw skins and hides, and raw materials of 
all kinds. There are a few importing firms with resources 
ranging from 250,000 to 500,000 dollars. There are 10-20 
families who have been in this country for nearly a 
generation, but probably none who have been here for 
more than two or three generations. There are also a 
number of physicians,@aa& dentists and en@ineers. Govern- 
ment Officials and Trade Representatives of the Iranian 
Ministry of Finance and Economics are not included in 
this account. 


B. Outstanding Iranians in the United States. 


1. American citizens: 


resident 0 
Avenue, New York; native of Tabriz, Iran. No poli- 
tical affiliations, but influential in business 
tt the Iranians in New York. 
\. 

Mr. A. Avakian; president of the firm of Avakian 
Brothers, 10 West 33rd St., New York; of Armenian 

rigin, native of Tabriz, Iran; very highly respected 


Me ge PW ep 2 ag 2 — 1 2 


2. 


by = compatriots in New York. 


are Sohrab; Native of Isfahan and one of the 
--feunders of the New History Society, a Bahsi 
organization. In this country for more than twenty 


years and influential among the Bahdis. Not a 
poll ti pal but a religious leader. 


~f / x. A. Musay A socially prominent physician in 
pie » connez in this country for more than 
BeOULy [o8ns' 
\v prominent 
DY. Je Malick; A socially,dentist in New York. 


To reese ENS RATS 


2. Non-American citizens 


N 
Mr. A.A. Kiachif: President of Iran Industries Corp., 
) f Kashan; in this country for 16 years; 
formerly commercial attache, and one of the delegates 
to the S@squic¢engitennial of 1926 in Phialdeiphia. 
No political affiliations but influential in the 
business world in New York and in Iran. 


AN 
Mahmoud Saghafi: Prince, a member of the former Kajar 
dynasty; native of Tehran; 25 years in this country; 
formerly Coyn General in New York; retired from 
politics many years ago, now active in literary and 
art circles. 


Ce Societies 


1. Names 
ays 12 


a. The Iran Society, b. The New History Society, | 
c. Baha’i et - 


APRS cia rE BS TERE EES AO nD 


2 
v 


@. 40 E. 62nd St., New York. b. 132 E£ 65th St., New York. 
c. 119 W. 57th St., New York. 


Headquarters 


Number of Chapters 
One in each 
Number of members in each chapter 
Be. 30-40 b. 50-75 c. 40-60 
(hese figures are approximate 


dae bead on Fmmeledge a s 
Officers * \ < ( la ake 


\ 
a. President, or. Moghtadir;: Bo Ons: Sr enee Saenet ts 


b. President, Mr. Sohrab; other officers not known. 
c. President, Dr. Ali Kult Khan, others not known. 
6. Purpose and activity, political if any 
a. A literary society incorporated under the laws of 
the State of New York, which since the outbreak of 
the War in 1939 has ceased to be active. 
b & c. Religious ; aim to promote Baha’ism. 
7. Is there any undeclared. connection with foreign or 
domestic political organizations? Any under ground 
political activity? 


No. (This applies to all three). 


8. Wealth and sources of it 


a, b, & c sustained by the contribution of members. . 


De Transient Iranian population 


1. Iranian students 
25-30 (No government students). 
2. Other catagories 


20-25 (Mostly refugee merchants from Eurone). 


EB. Commercial and financial establishments 
1. Banks 
None 
2. Other forms of business (see answer A 3. under Remark). 
3. Their possible contacts with Iran, other countries 


Home offices in Iran, branches in Iraq, Turkey, 
England, Germany and other European countries. 


Fe G & He 


None 


4 (under H) Present political views of the majority, regarding: [aE 


a. The Allied cause ; sympathetic 
I. Sources of Information 
ased on my own knowledge and investigations. 


Dl Onan Oren C Orne un U-S. (39) . 


Report 4 “Dr nek anich R, Semnoen paneled Self : 


NATIONALITIES ) 
: BRANCH | 


MAY 13 1942 


Special Meetings 
May 10, 1942 2 P.M. at Hotel Bredford 
Trement St. Boston, Mass. 
Meeting for Defense of our fatherland 


Bl 
Speakers: Editor of "Lraper" 
: apes coisa mma ese aR STDNE 


and Badrig Selian__ 
Ms Sinem pail sasha fasten 


Motion Picture (The land of Happiness) 
Sunday May 17, 194% 3 P. M. 
High School Auditorium 
Maverhill, Mass. 
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THE ARMENIAN PRESS IN AMERICA = ~~~-—~-- 3. | 


The year 1942 is the fifty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the firet Armenian newspaper. Also the thirty- 
fourth year of " AshBireg"~the oldest newspaper in the west. 

In New York 1887 Haig Eginian published the first 
Armenian new monthly paper "Arefap (The Sun); in 1890 the 
"Azodoutun" (Liberty); in 1898 "Digris" a weekly paper; in — vy 
1905 at Frezno, Gal. the "Kagakasy" (Citizen); and finally 7 ae 
in 1915 in New York he published "New Life", All these 
papers' stopped by the death of Mr. Eginian in 1919. The 
present "Greens" a weekly paper continued ag a result of 

ae | ona 

Mr. Eginian's tireless zeal to educate and Americanize the 
adult Armenians who came to the shores of the United States 
lacking the knowledge of English language. Also on March 
Zo, toae "asbarez" celebrated its thirty-fourth anniversary. 


\A | 
Simon Vratsian was the principal speaker of the day 


and George lardigian was the chairman of this celebration. 
The two iivine toanbeve of “Asbarez" are Avedia T fankjian 
. \-%, " who | \, ear eeaices 
and Levon agopian/also spoke. Then Thomas Charshafjian 
and Simon Vratsian explained the main purpowe of the publi- 
cation of the “Asbarez" as being only to serwe and educate 
the Armenian colony in California. It was not published 
for profit or business, but for education. One hundred 
subscriptions were donated by those who were present. One 


part to their friends and one part was left to the judement 


of the publisher to be sent to persons or places where it 
would do good to make them better citizens to the country 
that they chose and came to live, and adapt themselves to 
the Suatous of the communities. 

Ninety per cent of the Armenian publications are week- 
ly or monthly papers, because their circulations are small 
and the result of the financial difficulties prevent their 
prequent publication, but there is one newspaper published 


in the Armenian language that is published every other day 


in spite of having only one or two paid advertisements that. 


- appear daily. It is not a popular paper among Armenians. 


a ‘This paper cannot be called a pure Armenian paper. Its lang- 


uagéawl atti tude is radical as everything indicates foreign 
origin and may possible be financed by outsiders for propa- 
ganda’ for communists or nationalists. | 

‘There are: frequent publications in "Lraper" that other 
Armenten papers can not tolerate so controversies arise. 

For example "Lraper" more than a month ago published articles. 
for Erle Browder the beloved comrade'q secretary of the com- 
munist party who was sent to the federal prison-in Atlanta over 
a year ago. Three million American citizens are demanding 

Erle Browder's release from jail to fight against Hitler, even 
one third. of 190 violator in New York state in fraudulent in 


passports crimes are not brought into judgment “Lraper" says. 


The president of the parliment of Cuba dnd the governor of 


Havana telegraphed to President Roosevelt that he should 
release Erle Browder. Since the entrance of Russia in the 

war against the Axis, many school teachers pai were suspend- . 
ed from New York schools. Th®# judgment is stopped. Why | 
should Erle Browder not be released as he really wac imprisoned 
as a communist. a 3! 


Parr exile 
- The "Heirenick" | paper gays that Erle Browder should stay. 
, sess aPER. 


in jail fox tis duration of the wa¥ if not POnGVEr®: Browder 
_ should be held as an hostage to be released only when Sereain ae 
"democrats" now #f% exiled or jailed in the U.S.S.R. are also 
freed: Says "Lraper." When over three millions Americana have 
‘loudly demanded Browder 's release not even one thousand have 
raised their voices in behalf the fifth columnist iliprisoned 7 
in ‘the Soviet Union. "Lraper" calls them quizzlings who do 

not agree with him for the release of Browder and papers are 
‘blackmailed as Setontsey used by Turks against Armenians in 


their regim. 


Another controversy that developed recently is that qves- 


tion when finally. democracy is victorious, will Soviet Russia 
to liberate the Armenians as a free nation. Such en idea says - 
"Lraper" is a fifth columnist idea among us. But there is a note | 
of hope in this dark symphony. ‘AS President Roosevelt said, 
"if we can get rid of the sixth column, those who listen to and 
¥epeat the words of the fifth column the latter will have lost 


its usefulness," 


‘The small Armenian republic famous in peace e time chief- 
oly .for its agriculture is now producing the most complex arms~- 
din addition Armenia is producing a large quantity of raw ma- 

; terial particularly copper for the war industry. 


‘Mr. Ababian @ Soviet Architecture says, "I, saw how the. 


Armenian peasantbrought wool to town and turned it over free 


Stiokarae to a military authorities. Thousand of spitesen® 
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APR 2 1942 + Princeton, N.d. 
| \ March 29, 1942. °43/ 
Dowaet C. Poole 


Subject: Armenians in the United vt Batam 


There are not more than 80,000 eaeateds in the United 
States, and ninety percent of these immigrated to escape 
persecution after World War 1 from that part of Armenia © 
which is now in Turkey. For the most part the Armenians are 
along the eastern seaboard and in California, those in the 
east being largely in trade or factory work and those in the 7 
wesr being generally farmers, particularly near Fresno in the 
San Joachin valley. In the east Boston has the largest number, 
then New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Worcester, and Mea 

The immigrants from Turkey came to the United 5% as “to. 
make their home here never to return." They have no political 
aspirations except as Americans and are completely loyal. As 
an example, Rev. Kalajian cites the Armenian Victory rally of 
Jan. 10 in the San Joachin Valley ise’ Dee. Bacaelan addressed 
a meeting of 1500, 235 of whom bought defense bonds worth 

- $126,000. The colony had previously purchased bonds to the 
amount of $300,000. | 

Rev. Kalajian estimates that about two percent of Uahted | 
States Armenians are communist, who came from what is now the 
Russian part of Armenia, and that about an equal number are 
revolutionist. These parties are represented by the communist 
newspaper Lraper of New York and the revolutionist party organ 
stares of Fresno. The persecution of the Armenians, guilty and 


dnnocent alike, after the last war, he blames largely on the 


riotous excesses of the revolutionist party. These and 


aziisn. 


the communists are now united in opposition. to n 


rans 


ae 
: 
ee 
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- T. Robinson : MAY 3 send DaTE April 21, 1942 


Mr. DeWitt C. Pooke 


SUBJECT: Armenian Organzation 


Would you by any chance be interested in 
the enclosed letters? So far as I can remember, 
I have never seen Mr. Herald's name before, and 
certainly I know nothing whatever as to his 
reliability. Still I thought you might possibly 
be able to get something out of him. 


aS 


Ge T. Robinson 


Enclosures - 2 : 
Letters of April 13 and 17 
fron Leon Herala 
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727 Greenwich Street, 
New York City, N.Y.; 
April 17th,1942. 


_Geroid fT. Robinson, 
Office of the Coordinator of Information, 


Washingtony D.C. 
Dear Nr. Rob inson:- 


| Enclosed herewith is a letter which | 
I wrote you and mailed to the Office of the Coordinator 
of Information here in New York City. I assume that it 
‘Will be forwarded to you - but to make sure I'm sending 
you this copy. . 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 
RANCH 


NE -D4 | 


727 G wich Streek, 
New York City, N.Y.» 
April 136h,1942. 


Gereid f. Robinson, 
Office of the Coordinator of Information, 
New York City, New York. 


Dear Mr. Robinsons-e 


ea PE ea mane = Rovo.ue zonary Armenian 
rsy wnoich represents an active and dangerous Faseist 
group who work among the Armenian communities. 

Fase yw 

ke I am not exaggerating when I point out.te 
you that the Tashnak leaders right here, at this writing, 
are carrying Gut“vrders direct from Nazi sources with great 
tenacity, daring and fanaticism, and from all appearances 
they go about this evil business unmolested by cur F.B.I. 


. I feel that it 1s ny duty to bring this 
buainess out into the light so that something can be done 
about it. Meloolm Cowley (who knows me and ay writing) 
Suggests that it'a well worth passing on to you. 7 should 
like to talk with you to elaborate on what I have given 
you here. . 


I also wish to discusa with you some ideas 
I have on how to combat this Tashnak activity right in ita \ 
own back yard. As you perhapa knew the Tashnaks in this 3. 
country woild a powerful influence among the Armenian 
newspapers. Practically all the publishers with the exception 
of perhaps one, are cowed by this powerful group ami nothing 
thus far has been done to expose them. Now it's my belief 
that releasing corrective and enlightening publicity to 
these newspapers will do as meh to comat the Tashnaks as 
any strong-arm methods. And too, I know that such publicity 
from a U.S. Government Agency backed by our government would 
be welcomed with open arms. 


Please arrange an appointment to discuss 
this matter at your own convenience and drop me a line. 


Very truly YOUre» | i) 


Leon Herald ~~ 
ne pee re IO 
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Princeton, N. x 
2\ April 10, 1942 


Bo Meritt 


rue Araentan Progressive J League | of America, at a mass 
"meeting held at Manhattan Center in New York City on March l, 
 ‘l9ae, sent 2 resolution, unanimously: adopted by the 1,000 
Armenians present, to President Roosevelt expressing loyalty. 
to the United States and pledging full participation in the 
war effort. Speakers for the evening were Rev. Thomas Spanks , 
representing Bishop Manning, and Mr... Stanley Isaacs of the 
City Council and president of the Armenian Progressive League 
of America. | _ 7 
At recent meetings of Armenian aya Committees throughout 
_ the. country, specifically in Philadelphia, Chicago, Detroit, 
- Patferson, -N.J. and Fresno, California, similar assertions of 
“loyalty and pledges of support have been made, with speakérs: 
urging those present to participate in such worthy causes as 


war relief and Red Cross. | 


. (iwadron Ragsemnit aan aes SO (edits foyelly, 
Cie) Wat Kaley (oo or fl | Whole 


‘Gus Yeterian, Seccotary — 
657 Waet 189th Strect 
| Kew York ‘Gity, Rew, York . 
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AMERICAN DEFENSE 


TIONALITIES ARVARD GROUP 
FOREIGN NA | 5 
BAANGH | 3 April 42 


AY Np & a General Office 
APR 141942 | ae ; aes woes eas 


} | TEL.: KIRKLAND 7600 
N © oa > 1-2 . pp: EXTENSION 544 
| | Mr. Ralph Barton Perry | 
American Defense Office 


Widener Library 


Dear Mr. Perry: 


zane 


Enclosed are two copies each 


Moy me 


=~ 


of Report 1 and 2 of the Armenian press and 


& memorandum on Armenian palitical parties 


Care of European Children 
R, M. Guaaans which ere to be transmitted through your 
Medical Service 
Rusmarp Fizz 
Information 
Luptow Gaiscom 
Public Opinion 
Payson S. Wan, Jn. Sincerely yours, 
Press and Writing 
D.C. McKay a 2. 
piieat Selig Neentton ND, Smith 
J. M. Porres 
Milicary and Technical Trainthg For Mr. Griscom 
Rateu Beariry 
Naval Training 
Dzimasz Leicuton 


sere tue onan a 


office to Washington. 


Correspondence 
papcogtien evel 


a e: vs Raprkt tM Onaericnen & Gone rk bia f pod iia PEO prres, 
; 205 Le Jeon  Mathin (ib pp) Horrend [ey ee 
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REPORT NO.1 


. vfs 
Heirenike Organ of “Tashnag" groupe Issued daily except Mondey ed 


ee 


holideye Summary of news from December 7 to January 1, WAY 


taken from American newspapers, especially New York Times, New York Herald %ibune, 
Christian Science Monitor, Evening Post (?E.P.) and United Presse Reports of the 
war in the Pacific are given more fully than those of the war in 2urope and Africa. 
(2) Local Armenian news as well as news from Armenian colonies in different parts 
of the worlde (3) Leading articles and editorials. Pommes 

: FOREIGN NATIONALITIES 


General attitude. Loyalty to democratic institutions an particphaniy 


to the United States. 


WAR WITH JAPAN. First war news published on December 9: er mine 


months! negotiations, finally Japan, with a treason peculiar to that country 


attacked the United States in the Pacific, without any warning = as it had done 

in 1904 against Russia = bombing by air and by sea American ports, airports, 
warships, and transport ships, following a plan which had obviously been prepared 
beforehand.” Follows a summary of the attack on Pearl darbor. 

Dece 10, 1941. Editorial. Japan's action shows complete disregard for inter- 
national law and morality. Japan tried to deal a death blow to America but instead 
of that it brought about a closer unity of the American people than had ever existed 
before. Appeal to all national, religious and racial groups to give their full 
support to the United States, "the most sincere and trustworthy friend and pro= 
teotor of small nations." The time has come for all foreign borns to repay for 

the freedom, prosperity and hospitality they have enjoyed in this countrye "There 
are no longer natives and foreigners in America, but one people, one country, one 
fatherland." | 


Decel2, 1941 Editorial. “Duties of everyone, whether citizen or not" - All those 


~Ze 
who live in this country form part of the army, directly or indirectly. As 
such they must stand by the government, contribute to the defense of the country, 
execute every order, give material and moral support to all organizations worke 
ing for the defense of the country. They must do all this willingly an@ in full 
measur de 


DecelS, 1941. Editoriale "Japan's mistakese” Comments on Secretary Knox's re= 


porte ‘the damage done at Pearl Harbor was smaller than was feared at first and 


certainly smaller than what vapan hed hopede Two vital mistakes made by Japane 
First, by attacking the United States instead of the British and Dutch possessions 
in the Pacific they created absolute unity of opinion in America. Second, if 
Japan had attacked immediately after the fall of France, Great Britain and Holland 
were then too weak and unprepared to put up adequate defenses | 
Dees24, 1941 Editoriale Proclamation of the Central Committee of the Tashnagse 
The world is now divided between the forces of evil and destruction and those 
fighting for the freedom and independence of nations. In this war, as in the 

last one, the Measn tas are closely united with the Allies. Reealls duties of 
Armenians especially towards the United States. "The Armenians are deeply grate= 
ful; they can never forget the great help given by the people and government ae 
America during the last war nor the hospitality they have enjoyed heree All must 


help with «11 they haves" 


AITITUDE TOWARD THE PRESIDENT. Great admiration expressed for his quale 
ities as a man and as a leadere This theme is taken up especially in the article 
written on the occasion of the President's birthday. 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS LABOR. Dece9, 1941 Editorial. Criticizes the Smith 
plan adopted by Congress, "a plen to which all the friends of Labor, and chief 
among them President Roosevelt, had long been opposed." 

Deoe23, 1941 Editoriale Recalls the legislation passed by Congress, which was exe 


treme in nany ways, but shows that circumstances are different, now that the 


suuntry is at war. "There is no doubt taat both employers and employees will 
have sufficient patriotic feeling and a sense of their civic duties and that they 
will not try to take advantage of the war in order to improve either their person= 
al position or their class position.” Summary of President Roosevelt's words 

addressed to the industrial and lebor leaders. : 

Comments on Censorship. Dece23, 1941. Editoriale Liberal regulations 

‘which apply only to the publication of such military information as might be 

helpful to the enemye The press, aware of its responsibilities, will, of its 

own accord, be reserved, objective and careful and will do everything to facilitate 
tho task of the governmonte | 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS RUSSIA. Oppositiin to communism finds an expression es= 

pecially in articles relating to Soviet Armenia, which will be summarized below, 

under a separate heading; in some articles concerning Russia and also in an ine 

direct mannore For instance the serial story which runs through the December num- 
‘bers -is a novel entitled, "Inside the Red Line." The hero isa member of the "Tésh= 
nag" who had fought against the Turks immediately after the Russian Revolution, 
and who is now seeking to flee from the Bolsheviks who have overthrown the national 

governnent and occupied Armenia. The cruelty and tyranny of the Communists are 

stressed throughoute | 

Dece 20, 1941, Editorial. Russian successes due to the force of their attacke 

They may be due, in part, to the fact that the Germans are retreating in order to 

establish shorter lines which could be more easily defended. Speculation about 

the different plans which the Germans may be preparing: le invasion of Turkey to 

reach Iran and Iraq; 2. occupation of Portugal, Spain, and North Africas 3. ine 
vasion of England; 4. move into Caucasus (less likely)» Meanwhile the Russians 

are playing the decisive rote in the destruction of Hitler. 

Deoe23, 1941. 4Snswer to a report published in “Pravda” stating that the "Tashnags" 


are helping the Nazis in tran because they have been assured that a Great Armenia 


will be created by them (the Nazis) to the detriment of Soviet Russia and Turkeye 


The article recalls similar legends which have appeared in American newspapers: 
that the Armenians constitute a fifth column element in Turkey which is helping 
Russia; that they have entered Russia and are working there for the Nazis (article 
by Derothy Thompson); that they are helping the Nazis in Syriae These contradic= 
tory statements, according to which the Armenians are working bdth for and against 
the Russians, are pure calumniese the Armenian people and especially the "Tash- 
nags" have carried on for more than half a century the struggle ageinst tyranny » 
they have been constantly on the side of the democracies, they made this clear 
even when Armenia, as 2 member of the Soviet Union, was a friend of the Reich» 
They have no thought of a large Armeniae 

Dece 30, 1941 Editorial. “he Soviet Union and our attitude.” For years the 
"Tashnags" have carried on aa ideological war against the Soviets and Communisn, 
but since, today, “ussia is fighting at the side of the democracies against the 
common enemy, they are willing to help them morally and materially. However this 
doee not mean a change in the fundamental attitude. Just as Great Britain and the 
United States are military allies of Russia but have not changed their attitude 
towards Communism, so alse the willingness of the “Tashnags" to help the Red Army 
déaacact mean that they have anyffriendly feelings towards Communi sme 

Dece31, 19416 Translation of an article by Max Eastman entitled "Stalin's Americen 
domination, * published shortly before America's entry into the war (The name of 
the magazine is not given)e The foreword gives a brief biography of the author 
and states that tre article has been translated in order to show how the Communists 
are deceiving the Amorican people and taking advantage of their humanitarian feele 


ings in order te create sympathy for Bolshevisme 


ATTITUDE TOWARDS TURKEY. Very skeptical about any real changes in Turkey leading 
to a more democratic organization and general distrust of Turkey's attitude in 


the present ware 


Decell, 1941. Editorial “Has Turkey changed?" Comments on letter by Dre Gates, 


= 5 « 
former president of the Robert College in Constantinople, (New York Times, Deco”) 
which stressed the need of helping Turkey. The answer states that Turkey's wait- 
ing attitude does not differ from that of 1914 when after receiving a lerge loan 
from France it entered the war against the Allies. the Turkish mentality has not 
changed, they cannot understand democratic principlese In the earlier part of the 
article attention is called to the discrimination made between Moslems and non= 
Moslemse The latter have been enlisted but are not allowed to bear armse 
Decel9, 1941 Editorial. "Turkey again 'neutral'™. Criticism of the report pubs 
lished in the New York Times on Decel7 stating that Turkey's renewal of her declare 


ation of neutrality is a diplomatie victory for the Alliese Turkey by remaining 


neutral is not living up to her commitments to Great Britain. The faverable in= 


terpretations of her action show that the menace of Turkey's joining with the 
Axis is so great that Great Britain and the United States dre forced to bribe her 
constantly. "It would be unpardonable to forget that Turkey got the Sanjak of 
Alexandretta from France and gave nothing in return, that she received from Great 
Sritain lerze sums and large quantities of arms, machinery and all kinds of assis= 
ace and has given nothing in return, so fare What proof have we that Turkey 
will be less ungrateful in return for the armaments and help she has received or 
will receive from the United States, and some day may not even go over to the side 


of the enemies of this country?" 


ARMENIAN QUESTIONS \ b 

Deoell, 1941. Article by HS. Levonian entitled How to help Armoniae Expresses 
regret that division among the Armenians has prevented the organization of a unified 
body to help Armeniae Proposes that the Armenian Red Cross ask the American Red 
Cross to send to Armenia medicine, milk, warm clothing which would be bought with 
contributions made by Armenians. 

Decel9, 1941. Publication of an appeal made by the “locum tenens" of the Cathol- 


icos of Etchmiadzin (head of the Armenian church) to ail Armenians living abroad. 


a § o 


This appeal recalls that Armenians have always fought for religious freedom and 
freedom of thought. The Fascists who are attacking Russia - hence Armenia which is 
pars of Russia - are the enemies of freedom, culture, the Christian religion and 
plan to enslave Russia and Armenia. False rumors have been spread abroad that the 
Soviets are destroying Etchmiadzin, the center of the Armenian church. The Soviets 
do not interfere in religious affairs; their tolerance is proved by the National- 
Ecclesiastical meeting held recently at Btchmiadzin with the participation of dele= 
gates ow Aenea ten colonies abroade Their tolerance is also proved by the fact 
that there are Armenian churches in many cities of the Soviet Union. "To collabor- 
ate with the Soviets is to help Armenia, the victory of the Soviets is also the 


victory of the Armenian people." 


Deoe21, 1941 Editorial. Comments on the above letter of appeal. Satisfaction is 


expressed that after twenty years there is at least an attempt to break down the 
moral and spiritual barrier, artificially erected by the Soviet power between the 
people of Armenia and the Armenians living abroad. It is significant that Etchmi- 
adzin is now able to speak of the cause of freedom which indicates an improvement 
in the state of affairs in Armeniae ‘The Soviet Union, who is now fighting tos 
gether with the democracies, has become through the force of circumstances, & 
decisive ally for all those who fight for freedom. The Armenians living abroad, 
and particularly those living in the United States, by making all possible sacri- 
fices for the democratic cause, will have also lelped the fight for freedom of 

the peoples in the Soviet Union, and especially that of the Armenians. 

Dece 24, 1941 Editorials Takes issue with the passage in the letter sent by Etch= 
miadzin stating that there is religious freedom in Russia. Jt is known to all that 
the Soviets are enemies of the Christian religion, that they have constantly worked 


against ite The miserable condition of Etchmiadzin is only one proof of this 


among manye 


REPORT N02 Ae 
= apy “Elif 
Or gen of “Democratic-Liberal Unione” Issued daily @kcept Monad 942 


ee ear SERS OARS y 
and day following holiday. Summary of news from December 7 to Janik x > 


from American newspapers, especially New York Times, New York Herald Tribune, 


Christian Science Monitor, Evening Post (?EeP?) and United Press. Reports of the 
war in the Pacific are given more fully then those of the wear in Europe and 
Africa. (2) Every day an editorial from either the New York Times or the New 
York Herald Tribune is fully translated. (3) Local Armenian news as well aa news 
from Armenian colonies in different perts of the worlds (4) Leading articles and 
editorials. 

General attitudes Loyalty to democratic institutions and particularly 


to the United States. 


WAR WITH JAPAN . 

December 10, 1941 Editorial. The Japanese attack produced at ence unity among the 
American peoplee For two years many members of Congress had been blinded and had 
tried to make the people blind to the danger which was obvious. They elaimed 
that the two oceans protected America and all the country need do was to provide 
arms for the others. But now it is America's war as much as that of any other 
country and every man must do his part by taking part in civilian defense, by 
buying defense bonds, by watching enemy subfersive actions and by living as men 
in @ country at war must livee. From now on they must consider their lot to be 


that which Churchill said to his people "Blood, sweat, tears and work." 


December 10, 1941. Comments on Aldous Huxley's words who expressed surprise at 
the indifference of the people in America about the serious international situae 
tione The situetion here may be compared to a certain extent to that which existed 


in England before the Germans began their serious bombing. Now that Japanese 


planes have attacked Americen naval and air forces one can be sure that the 
American people will show the determination and iron spirit which characterized 


the British. 


December 11, 1941. Full translation of an article by Walter Lippmann "Wake up 


America," published on December 9e 


December 12, 1941 Editorial. "Total War." Japan, Germany and ltaly dared to 
declare war on America because they knew thet the country was not yet fully pre= 
parede Japan was able to attack separately the American, British and Dutch forces 
because no concerted plan of action had been prepared between these countries. 
America is confronted with total war on two fronts at a time when the preparation 
of this country had hardly scratched the suetaeea: Knowing this, everyone must 
cast aside the dreams of yesterday's life and face the blows directed against the 
country with enthusiastic work and a fighting spirit. This is total war, directed 
against this country more then any other for the enemy has for long been envious 


of the "privileged" life of the 4mericm people. All these who have enjoyed the 


benefits of this "privileged" life should not forget thise 
NS : 
Series of articles by Samuel Fe Toumayan entitled “Why did Japan attack che 


United States.” December 14, 1941. (1) Japan's method of attack shows that the 


war against the United States had been prepared for a long times Why did Japan 
declare warg Main reasons ares; lst, desperate situation of Japan ever since exe | 
ports of rew materials to this country had been stopped; 2nd, the ambitions of the | 
military war party in Japan; 3rd, American help to China (less important than the 
other two reasons)e Japan began by attacking Americm possessions so as to prevent 
the American navy from coming to the help of the British and Dutch, however the 
main objectives of Japan were to be the Dutch Indies and the British possessions in 
the Pacifice The principal question is the following: What is the importance of 


Japants initial successes and how long will these successes last? 


~ 3 «= 
December 17, 1941. (3) Survey of American feeling and opinion. The treachery 
shown by Japan revolted and aroused everyone. 
December 18, 1941. (4) Though there can be no doubt about the issue of the war 
one must keep in mind that the Japanese are a warlike people and will fight with 
great determination and Japan, just like Germany and Italy, has been preparing 
~ Por meny yearse The United States needs time and one shold expect many set-backs 
at first. But the outcome is the important thing and America possesses all that 
is needed to bring about the final success. The war will doubtless be a long and 


herd one and we must all be prepared for ite 


December 17, 1941. Editorial on Secretary Knox's report on Pearl Harbor. "The 


report of the Secretary of the Navy Knox, arouses in us two contradictory feele 
reer dies poviataant and bitterness because navel and‘land commanders were not on 
the elert, and hatred end anger because of the treachery with which the enemy had 
prepared this unexpected attacke" Of these two feelings the first must be for gotten 
and only the second retained, for hatred is not inhuman when occasioned by sush 


treachery and such action directed against the freedom and life of an entire nation. 


ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE PRESIDENT | 
December il, 1941. Editorial entitled "The Commander in Chief has spokene"” Summary 2 
| of President Roosevelt's radio address and comments. “If any words were needed | 
Which would go directly to the heart and the mind of the American people and would 
make them understend wha happened on Sunday, December 7, on American soil, against 
American lives - that which has been happening for years on the soil of other 
peoples and against the lives of other peoples - these words were uttered by Pres . 
ident Roosevelt on Tuesday eveninge” One could feel that the President was sharing 
the suffering of all those whose sons and dear ones have fallen on the battle front. 
"In these days of heavy anguish it is a source of great comfort and reassurance to 
have a commander in chief who not only possesses such seaadtivity but the. iron 


strength indispensable for victory." The President said that the war will be long 


‘tt e 


end difficult, ieaterted with heavy reverses but it will end with our victorye 
This ig what the commander in chief promised us, it is now the duty of every man to 
work for pitory together with hime 

December 12, 1941. Short article referring again to President’ Rossevelt’s radio 


speech. "As American citizens it is our duty to obey the words of our president 


and fulfill our duties as citizens with calm and wisdém.” Urgent appeal to buy 


Defense bondse 


+ 


ALTITUDE TOWARDS LABOR 
December 16, 1941. Editorial entitled "Heroes at the front, heroic work by labor." 
72 After speaking of the heroic action of American flyers, Lieutenant Kelly and others, 

attention is turned to those who are not in the fighting forces but who should be | 
enimated by the same heroic spirite It is a sad contradiction however to ses the 
forty hour eltne maintained and additional pay granted for overtimee "There is 
no time and a half for overtime for those who are fighting twenty-four hours @ 
day in the Philippines, at Wake Igiand and there is not enough money in the world 
6 odapanaats for Kellyts life" = "Additional pay, half-hearted work, lagiess are 
& menace to America's hope of speedy victory and they are not proofs of real feel~ 
ing and understanding emong "people who are at ware" 

December 16, 1941. Editorial in favor of the antiestrike bill which had been 
passed by Congress and about the new measures taken by the President. The home 
front is as important as the wer front; employers and employees must for got -per- 
sonal gains and work together for victory. 

December 18, 1941. Editorial on Censorshipe Even the strictest censor ship, when 
applied to military information, cannot be resented by the newspapers since thoir 
first duty is to help win the war and not to satisfy the curiosity of the readers. 
The censorship, as a whole, will doubtless be applied in the same spirit as it 


has been in England and will not interfere with real freedom. 


ww e 


ATTITUDE TOWARDS RUSSIA 


December 14, 1941e Article on the meeting organized by the New England Committee 


for help to Russia. The heroic resistance of the Russian people has aroused pro= 


found admiration everywhere. The majority of the American people favour help to 


Russia and the activities of the above mentioned committee have received the sup= 


port of all the important Boston newspapers. AS Armenians and as American citie 


zens it is our duty to helpe Armenia is a part of the Soviet Union, so that every 


_ enterprise which is undertaken to help Russia should also be considered as an 


enterprise undertaken to help Armenia. 


" December 23, 1941. Soviet Successes. At the end of six months! war between the 


Nazie and the Soviets two impertant facts stand out; the failure of the Germans. 


te seize Moscow; the recapture of Rostov by the Russians. These are of great im- - 


pertance, but after thinking that the Russians were about to be conquered one must 


not go to the other extreme and think that the Nazi armies are defeated. Their 


' “ offensive power has been weakened and one may look to the future with optimism 


and wait for an Allied offensive in Africa, in the West and in the Atlantic’ which 


will open the way for the decisive Soviet offensive. 


ATTITUDE TOWARDS TURKEY . \e 
December 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 3le Several articles by Vehan Mird= 


Eanbz, entitled "The Wolf comes to the help of the lemb." Those who think thet 


Turkey has become civilized present as a strong argument the news that Turkey is. 


helping the starving Greeks. One must be willfully blind to believe such a thing 


and net recognize Turkey's hypocrisye Deceit has been Turkey's chief instrument 


and she succeeded in deceiving her neighborse Turkey signed an avreement with 


Greece promising that she would oppose by armed force any attack on Greece, but 


she did net keep this promise and allowed Greece to be conquereds Explanation of 


the reconciliation of Greece and Turkey in 1930. Study and praise of the charace | 


ter and personality of Venizelos. The leaders may have been hopeful and may have 


trusted the Turks but the people were never decéived and kept their mistrust. 
After the alliance Turkey did not have a better attitude towards the Greeks of 
Constantinople, nor did she allow the return of the Greeks of Asie Minor. Fure 
thermore Turkey dieended that the Greek government take strong measures against 
all those who were not friendly to the Turks, they had in mind the Armenians as 
well as Turks and Circassians whe were opposed to Mustapha Kemal and had sought 
refuge in Greece. Follows the story of some of the leaders of the anti-Mustapha 


Kemal groupe 


, ATTITUDE TOWARDS ARMENIA - 

Decenber 10, 1941. Criticism of an article in “Husaper" an Armenian daily published 
| an Egypt, orgen of the Teshnag party in that countrys That eretoace after referring 
to the Rossevelt-Churchill declaration promising Liberation 40 all the conquered 


Buropean nations, stated that the Armenians are also among those peoples, deprived 


of freedom despite all their sacrifices, deprived of a country, despite their - 


historical rights. The oriticism emphasizes that these are erroneous statements 

| for the pasbsace have their country which is part ef the Soviet Union, they have . 
benefited in every way from this situation. 1+ compares the posdbion of Armenia, 
as a member of the Soviet Union, to that of one of the states in the United Statese 
It is to be hoped that such sentiments as are expressed in the article of "Hussper® 
| will be forgotten and that the Armenian people will be cheered by the existing — 
reality, which is Arnanta » and they will have confidence in their national future. 
December 10, 1941. Article entitled "News from Soviet Armenia,” sent from Moscow | 
by A. Terzibashian. Enthusiestie report about the culture! interests in Armenias 
Speaks of the activities of the Armenian Academy and its six institutes. Brief 
‘account of the celebration of the thousandth anniversary of the writing of the 

epic poem "David of Sassun" and of the literary congress held in Moscow at which 
many Armenian writers were presente | 

December 18, 1941. Comments on Ambassador Litvinoff's words: "we are all in the 


seme boat." Armenia, as part cf Russia, participating in the war with a contingent 


-7= 
of 150,000 men, is also in this same boat. During the last war Armenian volunteers 
fought in the Allied armies; the 4rmenians were called the "little allies" but at 
the time of the peace treaties there was nothing but disappointment for theme Now 
Armenia is in a better position as part of Russie. As long as Russia is victorious, 
Armenia has nothing to fear. 

December 21, 1941. Article by Samuel Towmayan on the movie "Lend of Joy." The 
writer expresses his enthusiasm and happiness at seeing the various aspects of 
‘life in Armenia and, after passing them in review, concludes; “In these twenty 
years the Armenian has rebuilt his country and, ple sed with the result of his 
work, his face is wreathed in smiles. Armenia has really become a ‘land of joy'. 
Our compatriots who yesterday were ppor and sad are now well to do and gaye Yes- 
terday*s sorrow has been replaced by the smile which gives new meaning to lifes 
Soviet Armenia =- Land of Joye” | | 

December 23, 1941. Article on the detailed report published by the “Armenien 
Church" in “ew York concerning the National Council held at Etohmiadzin in April 

to elect the new catholices (supreme head of the church). The writer (AsteNezer) 
points out that this meeting shows that the Soviets do not persecute the churche 
The false report has been spread abroad for twenty years thet in the Soviet Union, 
hence also in Armenia, those who go to church sre subject to persecution. If this 
had been true none of the forty laymen, some of whom are prominent men, university 
professors etc., would have dared to go to the council as special delegates. 
December 30, 1941. Call by the Boston branch of the Armenian war relief. Large 
funds are needed to help: 1. The Armenians in France; 2e the Armenians in Armenia 
who are in a life and death struggle against a ruthless enemy = the Nazis. Armenia 
needs medicine, medioal instruments and warm clothing for the soldiers. 


December 30, 1941. Religious ceremony in the Armenian church of Lowell for the 


twentieth anniversary of Armenia. Summary of sermon, a&ppeal made to all Armenians | 


to help Soviet Armenia, regardless of their political opinions. 


ARMENIAN QUESTIONS 

December 11, 1941. Long article entitled "The concert of the national (Armenian) 
Brelacy and its importance." The Prelacy is the center at which.all the elements 
of the Armenian people cen unitee All must help so that it may develop its pro- 
grem of national end religious culture. If every individual recognized his duty 
and realized the importance of the work done by our national center there would be 
great improvement in our churches, our schools, our national unions. Cnureh and 
school are our closest ties. 

December 28, 1941. Short article entitled "A question’ releting to the editorial 
of December 21 in Hairenik and a lecture by Tarpinian on "the war and our duty." 
Both in the editorial and the lecture the Red army was praised and designated as 
a decisive factor in the fight for freedom. How is it then that shortly after 
the war had started between Germany and Russia, this same jeseiter, elie: 
could have written these words: "Fortunately the Soviet Union is so weak that it 
Will be shattered very quickly by the Nazis?" Are we not justified in doubting 
the sincerity of Tarpinian? | 

December 31, 1941. Editorial in answer to an article published in Hairenik, 


entitled "The Soviet Union and our attitude." After reprinting passages which 


. 78 pk 
praise the Red Army and explain the new pasition of the Tashnags to the Soviets, / an 


that is support of the Soviets who are fighting on the side of the democracies bu. 
continuation of their negative or inimical attitude towards communism, the writer 
of the editorial expresses doubts about the sincerity of the Tashnags. Ue wonders 
whether this new attitude should not be explained by the fact that the Tashna gs 

ere skillfully following the general current of sympathy for the Soviet army, 
which has found vigorous expression even in the United States'’ Senate. For twenty 
years the Tashnags have confused communism with the political power, that is the 
Soviet Union, which is an absolute necessity for the physical and sociel existence 
of the Armenien people, and they have fought this political power under the pretext 


of fighting communism. They have never wished to acknowledge that the Soviet 


Union is a reality and that the fate of our people is tied up with it. One 
may wonder whether the Tashnags wi.l not go back to their former position, 
‘once the war is over, & position which has done great harm to our inner life. 


Hairenik must speak more clearly if we are to take seriously their change of 


attitudee 


Respectfully submitted 


Sirarpic..Der Nersessian... 
ellesley College 


ARMENIAN POLITICAL PARTIES 


About the various Armenian parties. There aref FI 
three important groups: the Tashnag, the Democratic 


Liberal Union and a third party which has changed it: 


munistse ‘the newspapers published in Boston belong to 
the first two parties. I believe the paar, of the third 


' 


party is published in New Yorke The Tashnag is, or was, 
esti OEE, 

socialist in its leanings and represented the revolutionary 

elemonte Their aim before the last war was the liberation 

of Armonia and the establishment of an independent rule. 

They came into power immediately after the Russian Rev- 

olution and headed the government of the Armenian Repub- 
lice Members of this group were in the Armenian delega~ 


tion to the Peace Conferencee The Republic of Armenia 


was overthrown by the Bolsheviks and the Tashnags 


were ousted by the Armenian Bolsheviks, and it was then 


that Aymenie became a pert of the Soviet Union. 


I think it is this fact which, more than any other, 


m2 a 


explains their hatred of and bitter antagonism to the Communists and hence 
their criticism of Armenia as part of the Soviet Union. They have been viol- 


ently opposed to any move or measures which would establish friendly relations 


betwoen the Armenian colonies abroad and the Armenians in “rmeniae As you may 


have seen from the summary I sent, they seem to have modified their attitude 


now and claim that since Russia is fighting on the side of the democracies, 


better relations should be established with Armoniae However, their general 


attitude is still very ayitical. 
tv" 


The Demosratic Liberal Union was known earlier as the Democratic Union, 
RN 


but twenty years ago they merged with the Liberal Unione I kmow hardly any- 


thing about the latter but the Democratic Union represented the more conservae 


tive element and was supported generally by the Armenian bourgeoisie. Strangely 


enough it is this group which seems to be more friendly towards Soviet Armonia.s 


Although they do not sympathize with the Communist doctrine, I think their 


feeling is that since the only national and more or less independent govern~ 


ment is that of Soviet Armenia one should have fr ilendly relations with this 


group and, instead of encouraging further divisions emong the Armenians, try 


to support and encourage the national life in Armenia. They have favored 


sending money for cultural activities as well as helping the reconstruction 


in Armeniae They have also sent medical supplies and helped the humanitarian 


organizations in Armonia. 


I know very little also about the Communist organizations except that 


they have been very troublesome at different times and in their continued 


struggle with the Tashnags have emphasized divisions and misunder standingse 


As far as the religious attitude of these parties is concerned the Dem= 


ocratic Union has always supported the church and continues to do SO0e The Tash= 


nags used to be opposed to the church and many of them were free thinkerse Fron 


what I could see in reading their paper they seem to be more sympathetic to the 


church now; perhaps because the church has been persecuted by the Sovietse The 


Communist party is obviously opposed to religious thoughte 


Sirarpie Der Nersessian 


$ ee a eat 
els " ¢ ! : 


[COORDS 
FOREIGN NATOgh peti 
NCH 


REC D 37 
August 2751 1942AUG 8 
| PLEASE RETURN 


+4 
APEX puny eo LIORARY 


DING 153 


nt; 

estir dn rab who is now an American aera aaa upon 
t,t 

me yesterday afternoon. His name is Shukry He hours _and 


he is a practicing lawyer with offices at 60 State Street, 


raduated from Northeastern 


Boston. He came to the AD tes in 1926, was natural- 


ized in March of } ey 
<4 Ret, “in 1934. He was employed as counsel 

3%. tate of Massachusetts in connection with the Lliqui- 
dation of closed banks after the depression. He visited 
Palestine for two years in 1935 and 1936, and claims a 
thorough knowledge of the COuntey and its Arabic leaders 
and an acquaintance with the Emir Renee He was pres-~ 
ident of the Syrian and Gevkaese Mnerican | Federation of the 
Eastern States in 1938 and 1939. He is now vice-president 
of the International Institute of Boston, and is vice- 
chairman of the foreign-language group in Massachusetts 
organized by the Treasury Department for the sale of bonds 
and stamps. 

Mr. Khoury has agreed to let me have a statement about 
Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese organizations in the United 
States. He has been in Washington recently for consultation 
with the War Department, so he says, and he has conferred also 


with Mr. Wilson of Research and Analysis. 
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The Associated Press dispatch reporting that an 
Arabian prince had volunteered to fight in the United 
States Army and is now quartered at Fort Knox, Sentucky, 
“in the officer candidate training school needs some 
explanation. | 
His Arabian name is Lmir Fuad H, UM. Sheheb. I 
am told that this is a Druse name, He was reported in 
the press to be a prince of the Arab king dor of Grand 
Lebnan. Apparently the title Emir hes been translzted | 
aS pPpince. It means merely that he comes from u family 
of land owners and probably a may sean only that’ he - 
is a well-to-do Arab. Honetheless, he may be a very. 


interesting character and it is well to know where he is. 
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Some of the Arabic-speaking immigrants in Brazil BLFASE. BEWURN TD LIBRARY 
APEX BUILDING 153 
to have communicated to their relatives in the Lebanon y 


!rom: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: Arabic Broadcasts from Brazil 


be 
broadcasts will/fsent out in Arabic on the shoft wave radio, twenty- 
five meters, at 7:00 p.m. Brazil time. 
[No more information is available. Perhaps further information 


can be obtained through the United States representatives in Brazil. 


This may be quite important.] 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole Poe ee 
From: Nabih Amin Faris “sl Tee ot | 


Subject: Some Remarks on Memorandum Edward Norman @ 
Approach to the Arab Question in Palesting 
Stripped of all embellishments, the scheme 
signed to transfer Arabs from Palestine to Iraq and replace them 
with Zionists. It is, in effect, a sugar-coated scheme to evacu- 
ate the native Arab population of Palestine to aid the Zionists Uf, 
achieve their political aspirations. Behind the scheme, perhaps, de 
‘is the failure of Zionists to achieve their aim openly through 
more direct methods, | Ae 
The main falacy of the scheme lies in the fact that 
it assumes that the Palestine probkém is basically and solely 
an economic probelm: that if the native Arab population should 
feel economically secure, they would no longer object to poli- 
tical Zionism. This is twice false. In the first place the 
Palestine problem is first and foremost & national problem. 
It is the imperious issue of whether a native population, no 
matter how poor and backward should be displaced hy another, 
no matter how rich and progressive, through the aidé of money 
and politics. In the second place the scheme itself, in 80 
far as it rests on evacuation, admits that no such security 
is either possible or contemplated for the native population 


of Palestine. 


S05 

Again, and this is exceedingly important for a people and. 
a government committed “to the defence of the democratic prin- 
ciples and ideals, this scheme, like the majority of schemes 
hitherto evolved for the solution of the Palestine problem, 


makes no mention of the party most intimately concerned, the 


native popu. ition of Palestine. Their fate is to be settled Chl 


without their knowledge or consent. It is this blindness to 
the natural rights of the native population of the Holy Land 
which is responsible for the ills that have afflicted the country 
since the inception of the mandate. These rights have been 
‘acknowledged by the Balfour Declaration where we read, "it 
being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may 
prejudice the civil and religious rights of non-Jewish comnu- 
nities in Palestine." These non-Jewish communities constitu- 
ted ninety per cent of the whole pepuleuied prior to the in- 
flux of Zionist immigration, and even now are still upward of 
seventy percent of the entire population. 

Another false premise is the assumption the the Palestine 
problem is an Arab problem, It is a Zionist problem, not an. 
‘Arab probelm. The so-called Arabs of Palestine are the native 
Arabic-speaking inhabitants of the Holy Land. In the main they 
ante-date any Jewish and even Hebrew penetration of Palestine 
pefore the Christian era. They are the native indigenous in- 
habitants of the uand, their acquired Arabic language not with- 


: there 
standing. Any scheme which so vitally concerns/must have théir 


consent. As for the Zionist probiém, which seeks to solve the 


the world-wide Jewish problem through political action in Pa- 
lestine, it should be said, aside from the question of right or 
wrong, that Palestine cannot offer that solution, The world- 
wide Jewish problem cannot and Pye solved in terms of 
Palestine} it should not be made solely a Palestine problem. 
Persistent attempts to make it solely a Palestine issue will 
lead no where except to further complications with the Arab 
and Moslem worlds, ana will éndanger the well-being of Jews 
among the Arabs and Moslems, including those of Iraq, Eeypt 
Syria, ana North Africa, where the Jews have ouna hospitaltev 


That Iraq has room for expansion is, indeed, beside the 


point. There is room in Australia, but the Australians do 


e 


J 
not want outsiders to come, there is room in the United States, 


and, likewise, the United States has strict immigration laws, 

there might even be more room in Palestine itself, which ean 
support a mximum of two millions, but the Zionist are not wanted 
there because of their political aspirations: of making Palestine ‘ 
as Jewish as England is English. Were the Zionists, however, to” 
reliquish their political aims, they would be welcome, not only 


, pr a 


in Palestine, but also in Transjordan, Syria, the Lebanon, and 
Traq, in the same way the Armenians, who entertain no sgtioael 
aspirations in Syria, no idea of a national home in the land | 
that sheltered them, were welcomed . Over three hundred thou- 


sand Armenians have settled in Syria, but we find there no Ar- 


menian problem, 


; Faris. 


This is probably what Tawfiq al-Suwaydi of Iraq and ‘Azzam... . 
Bey of Egypt have said when ‘they ices rasa the SUbnSe of the 
emosendum nee the Arab world has room for Jewish enterprize, 
Indeed it has, but only when the Zionists relinquish thg idea 
of the national home as they interpret it, namely the founda-. 
tion for a Jewish state in Palestine. 
In this eonnexion it ean be said categorically that no 
Trag government, no Arab government anywhere, can or will partie 
cipate in such a scheme if its purpose is in the least way known 
or suspected. Palestine is a Holy Land, not only to the Jews, 
but also to the Christians and to the Moslems. To the Moslems 
Jerusalem was the first qiblah towards whitch they prayed and the 
_ Aqga Mosque is the third holiest spot in all Islam, excelled in 
sanctity only by/Kaaba in Meeca and the Medina Mosque where the 
Prophet is buried, The spiritual ties which bind the Moslems 
to Palestine are just as strong as those which bind the Jews 
to ite Its fate, therefore, is of immediate and intimate 
concern to all Moslems. The same is true of the Christians, 
particularly the Roman Catholics. Protestant nations might be 


indifferent to shrines and sanctuaries, but the Roman Church 


is keenly interested in the fate of the Holy Land. Preservation 


of the status quo, therefore, is of vital importance to the 
Vatican, 
One of the most dangerous aspects of the scheme, pressed 


” 
with vigour as a selling poit by its author, is its advosacy 


on the ground that Britain should have a Loyal population in 
Palestine, and that the Jews, unlike the Arabs, will never aspire 
to sever their relations with the Empire. On the other hand the 
Arabs would, as is the case with Egypt and Iraq. This is a 
mentality of empire most dangerous to the cause of the Allied 
Nations, particularly at this time. The United Nations are 
wedtie this war not for the perpetuation of empire but for 
freeing people from fear, want, tyranny, and opression; for 
establishing the principles of democracy and gelf-determination. 
This is the platform on which the United Nations stand, which 
4s reiterated in the Atlantic Charter and Roosevelt Four Free- 
doms, and with which they hope to enlist the active cooperation 
of all peoples against the Nazi-Fascist menace, What, there- 
fore, would the reaction of the Arab and the Moslem worlds be 
to such a scheme? What would the Axis Powers' propogandists 

i. do with such ammunition? Axis propoganda has been harping 
on the idea that if the United Nations win the Arab world 
including Palestine would be at the mercy of the Timperialist 
Allies." 

Tt is not customary to inject moral principles in power 

politics. But the United Nations are commited to the task of 


bringing to an end an order built upon power politics and es~ 


tablishing a community of nations bound with common interests 


we 


and mutual understanding and respect. In such an order the 
goodwill of the Arab and Moslem world would bring £0 


Britain and her allies loyal friends, not only in Palestine’, 


ee ee ee 
4 


Faris, 


but @lso in North Africa, Egypt, the Near East, Arabia proper, 
India, and Malay; and this will be a surer guarantee to the 


safety of the order we desire to build and for which we are 


‘now fighting than all the armies a Jewish Palestine can muster, 


a Jewish Palestine, it must be remembered, in the midst of an 
Arab Moglem ocean, extremely hostile. 

Hitherto the United States has enjoyed the respect and 
confidence of the Arab and Moslem worlds. On no other issue 
are these two worlds as united as on the isuuve of Zionism, to 
,whioh they are unanimously hostile. For the United Nations to 
attempt to settle the fate of Palestine in London or in Washing- . 
onc eiaet the consent of its native population, would be most 


detrimental to that confidence. 
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. COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
Prom: Philip K. Hitti 


Subject: Memorandum by Edward A. Norman on the So-called "Iraq 
Seheme" 


Of all the naive and fantastic international schemes con-~ 
cocted by human ingenuity - or lack of ingenuity - this so-called 
"Iraq Scheme" should surely win the prize. To an Americas|is may 
not look as insensate as all that. Do not farmers move from ee 
York to Arizona, for example, or vice versa? But the Palestine-~ 
“LTraq situation is radically different. The soil of Palestine. is 


id 
sacred to the Moslem; in fact after the soil of al-Hijaz it is 


the most sacred soil on earth. This sacredness has been nurtured 
ecu by generations of Moslem farmers, going back to 
“the time of Adam" (as they put it), who tilled the soil and are 
buried in it and to whose descendants Iraq is as foreign as Mexico 
is to a United States farmer. Even the rush itito America from the 
Near Bast, which began in the eighties of the last century, still 
finds the Moslem peasant apathetic, and deeply rooted in the soil | 
of his land. The Arabic-speaking immigrants in America are mostly 
Christian Lebanese. Me 

A few Palestinian families or villagers may be induced” 
by the apparently shrewd and undorhanded way worked out by the 


Norman plan to be transplanted to Iraq, but will that make any 


difference in the general situation? 


And even if - let us éay for the sake of argument - all 


wis, | 
Palestine Arabs were transplanted and the vacuum wag; filled with 


oa 


new Jewish settlers, wiil that solve the Jewish problem in the world? 

Can a Zionist state, even if instiwted, maintain itself against a 

dark hinterland of hostile Islam and in the very midst of an Arab 
federation € states:that is bound to arise after this war? 

The whole "Iraq Seheme" ie peeatvae de not only on the 
feasibility but also the desirability if not the necessity, of 
artifically organizing and maintaining a Jewish state. Is the worTa: 

~--gonwaneed of all that? Are not th Zionists themselves beginning to. 
doubt it? 


This summer I attended at the University of Chicago an. 


institute of the Norman W. Harris Foundation for the study of Inter- 


“national Affairs. The delegates, over seventy, included scholars, 
diplomats, government officials, business men, missionaries, etc. 
from Italy, England, France, Persia, Irau,Syria, Turkey, the United 
States, ete. So far as IT could tell from private conversations, and | 
public utterances hardly a soul - other than the three 4ionist | 
delegates - was fully convinced that the establishment of a Jewish 
state in Palestine would be desirable or practical. 

| Recently the Jews have repeatedly flaunted their devotion 
£0 the Allied cause in the face of the apparent Arab lukewarmness. 
The fact is that if ever there was a single factor which contributed 
most to alienating Arab sympathies from the British it was the 
British espousal of the Zionist cause. The German propaganda machine 
knows that fact and capitalizes on it as it capitalizes on the 

broken premises made to the Arabs by the British and French. On 


no other issue does the modern Moslems from Morocco to Malay seem 


to present a solid united front, not excluding the Caliphate issue. 


The congresses on the Caliphate, beginning with that of Cairo in 

1926, showed anything but unanimity among Moslem leaders; on the 
questbn of Zionism opposition was and is still practically unanimous. 
The presence at the Round Table Conference in London, 1939, of 
delegates ie al-Yaman, al-Hijaz, Iraq, Egypt, Syria, etc. to discuss 
with the Jews the Palestine problem; the choice of the precinct of 
the Holy Mosque in Jerusalem as the burial place for the pan-Arab 
leader King Husayn and the Indian Moslem leader Muhammad Ali; the 
attempt of Shawkak Ali of India and “thers to establish a Moslen 


university in Jerusalem; the fact that at the Assembly of the League 


“ay, 
“Se. 


of Nations, September 1937, the two representatives of Egypt and 


Iraq made themselves on behalf of their countries spokesmen for 
Palestine -- these and similar facts may be cited in evidence of 
united and unrelent ing Opposition on the part of Islam to Zionism. 
In this connection it should be bor e in mind that of all 
the Western powers the United States is virtually the only one whitch 
still maintains the high esteem and affection of the Arabs and | 
Moslems. To this friendly relation, established through generations 
of devoted educational, missionary and philanthropic American workers 
in the Near East and cemented by the existence of hundreds of | 
choneates of American citizens of Arab background, nothing could be 
more detrimental, I venture to say, than to make it appear as if 
the Government of the United States were assuming a compromising 
attitude with regard to Zionism. Now that all the money, and much 
of the brains with which the 4ionist machine is operating come 


from United States sources the danger is greater than ever. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILEY: 


Subject: The Arabs 


In the issue of the New Yorker for July 15, 
1942, there is a short personal sketch about Dr. 
Clement Dorra. The significant parts of this 
sketch I have had copied as a memorandum here. 

It oceurs to me that it may be of interest 


to you. 


e 


B. D. Meritt 


FROM THE NEW YORKER 


July 18, 1942 See cee 
aa 


"Nobody in town could be more concerhed about the turn 


of events in Egypt than Dr. Clement Dorra, probably the only 
rte wera cactcs, 


ANS AAAS IIR ETON TT, 


Egyptian gynecologist now practicing in New York who doubles 
as a daily short-wave n2ws commentator in Arabic. Having 
learned that Dr. Dorra was to be seen any weekday morning at 
Station WCBX and WCRC, Columbia's short-wave outlets, we sought 
him out last week and found him compiling his script from a 
pile of news bulletins. He's a small, plump fellow with sleek 
hair, dark Oriental eyes, and a wide Occidental grin. He 
performed a plump salaam and proudly showed us his script, 
which was two pages of Arabic. 'That represents two and a 
half hours! work,' he said. ‘'If I wrote it out in English, 

it would be at least nine pages long.* He was chosen for this 
job, he told us, because he writes (and speaks) the classic 
Arabic, which is understood by all his race, although many 
regional dialects are spoken among the oases. We didn't 

want to discourage Dr. Dorra by asking how many short-wave 
receiving sets are in use among the oases. 

"Dr. Dorra arrives at the studio at eight-thirty in the 
morning and works on his script until eleven-thirty. By then 
it is six-thirty in the evening in Alexandria, and he steps 
to the microphone and begins broadcasting with a greeting in 
Arabic: 'Salamoo Aleikom wa Rahmat Allah! (May peace be upon 


you with the grace of God'). Then, for fifteen minutes, he 


oD a 


speaks on current events, trying to present the American point 
of view. Lately, of course, he has been emphasizing Egypt's 
stake in a United Nations victory and urging his countrymen 
to resist, actively or passively. Concluding with 'Asada 
Allah Massacom! ('May God give you a happy night'), .... 
"Dr. Dorra, whose father was a prosperous merchant, was 
educated at a French school in Beirut. Just after Munich, he 
bought a country noice near Le Mans, in France, and when the 
Germans broke through in the spring of 1940, his wife and their 
sixteen-year-old son were living there. They managed to 
escape to England, by way of St.-Jean-de-Luz, and have decided 
to stay where they are for the duration. Dr. Dorra arrived 
here by way of Bombay and the Pacific, and has taken out his 
first papers, in the expectation that his family will someday 
be able to join him here. In spite of so much unhappiness in 
his own life, Dr. Dorra is worried because the United Nations 
aren't making their short-wave broadcasts to Egypt funny enough. 
The B.B.C., for instance, tees off with a reading from the Koran, 
whereas the German broadcasts are full of ribald songs and 
jokes -~- much more to the average Arab's taste. He would like 
to make his program funny, though cleaner than the Goebbels 
product, and to that end is dickering for more time on the air. 


'In fifteen minutes I have not time to be funny -- not in 


Arabic,’ he says." a 
Pema Safle oA Dy Renet Drie, Leoediater al 
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Professor B. D. Meri +t 
Office of Strategic Services 
Washington, D.C. 

jars 
My dear Meritt: 


In response to your request of July sy 1 spent several If 


hours this morning interviewing William hah, describe 

my last letter, and Fakri (Fakhr{f?) Malouf (ietanel r put 
number of questions to Merhab. With Malouf I talked only in 

@ very general way, about linguistic problems connected with 
the emergence of nationalities in the old, inherited, mead 
eval, Arabic speaking world. Malouf proved to be apparently 
an intelligent, calm, reasonable and well disposed young man 
of graduate student status, interested professionally in Phys- 
ies and Philosophy. I did not put any questions to Malouf at 
this first interview, but expect to learn more from him later. 
From him I learned only that: 


as lost to thmam and their national cultural renascence 
because they are too readily assimilated to American life, 
have too little interest in Syria, and think of Syria as 
it was fifty years ago. Srabic language newspapers in New 
York City, the only ones known to. him in this country, 
contain only stale news and perfunctory, uncritically 
American editorials. | 


}- be 

From Merhab I learnéd that a certain shukry Th. _ 
(name to be supplied Zater, after inquiry)T"who arrived With 
a certain Cal d from Iraq in ca. 1935, is still here, 
and as late as 1940 expressed himself as violently anti-British. 
He is described as stupid and fanatical, doubtless influential 
in hia conversation and contacts, but not an organizer or de~ 
liberate propagandist. JI shall try to contact him. Merhab 
otherwise answered every question in the negative. The Syr~- 
ians in America seem to be loyal Americans, unaffected by 
nationalist movements in Syria, except that: 


| Young Syrians like himself regard the Syrian-Americans 


The opportunistic attitude of Arabic newspapers in 
-Syplacis reflected by Arabic newspapers in New York. The 
attitude is illustrated by the behavior of Turkey at prese 
ent. 


I expect in the near furure to lerrn whether Melouf has 
any connections. | 


With many greetings, 
| Faithfully yours, 


W. H. vovedl 
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Professor B. D. Meritt 
Coordinator of Information Aye ek 
Washington, D. C. e- 4t4 


Dear Meritt: 
I have your letter of July 9. 


It is a good idea to write to Merhab; but he is Slow, 
busy, and worried about the draft; and we have no Arabic 
papers here at present. 


I will see what can be done about my reading and re- 
porting regularly on an Arabic paper. I have not the time 
for this at present, but I might have time later. 


h Isma'il al-Khalidi (Ismail Kaldi ete.) lest night said 
that: 
} ‘| 


Syeve nw Matiomwe tt (% aby a Ee al 


Gaye ton (Btn ) _ _— ; 

d-Hizh ol aun) eoeSiiT - (whitch suppose is iden- 
tical wifh your "Syrian People's Party") was founded in Syria 
by Antun Sa adah_ about 38 years Ola “how a fugitive in Brazil. 
His party waa outlawed in Syria. I could find out nothing 
about any branch in this country. The party waa Syrian and 
not Arab in its aims; and it was as vidlent end ruthless as ,. 
the Nazis. It was evident that Ismail does not approve of "os 
the party even.as a program; much less does he approve of the 
Germans or any deal with them, 


4 
| Muhammad Shuiri (see last letter) lives ‘at 1213 Willard. 
phone™22548. I shall try to interview him. 
\.\ 


Miss Dr. Florence E. Day, a pupil of mine, is a good 
_ American, born ét the Awertean’ University, Bérout, speaking 


a 


Syrian like a native, and able to read the papers rapidly. 
She howehaS/acposition at Dumbarton Oaks Collection, 3101 
R Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. She might work for you. 


Cordially youts, 


‘ 
‘ 
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Attached are soue notes frax one of 
our contests based on « conversation with. 
the son of the Turkish Anbassador. 

The contact ae a reliable SOUPGG. 
He also tells 2s that ¢ Cardenas, 

Aubagsador, is giving the France Goverment 


en accurate pioture of the success of the 


Pe Oe EP RE RENEE TERED i SSIES BT OS tet Be ce: 


THs pur war effort. 


BRANCH 
MAY 13 1949 


Turkish military attachés who recently completed a tour of U.S. 
defense industries are said to have reported to their government that 
the progress made here exceeded all their expectations. They were parti- 
cularly impressed with a new airplane factory which they saw in the 
process of constructiom, where new planes were being produced while the 
plant itself was only partly completed. The same men ares said to have 
made the same tour last November; their report at that time was most 
pessimistic and they allegedly advised their government not tom place 
too much reliance on American production and defense efforts in general. 

Turkish embassy officials voice discreet criticisms of Ambassador 

Steinhardt. They say that every time von Papen sees Turkish officials 

he never misses the opportunity of stressing that Mr. Steinhardt, a Jew, 
is motivated by hatred of Germany and does not represent the "reql Ameri- 
can" point of view. The German radio beamed on Turkey is said to be 
taking liberal advantage of Mr. Sts racial background. In addition, the 
Turks recall that Mr. Morgenthaw Sr., when ambassador to Turkey, was 
"responsible for the wave of anti-Turkish feeling" which followed the 
Armenian massacres. While they disclaim all anti-Semitic feelings they 


; ff, 
pelieve that a more fortunate choice could have been made. (ne 


& 


ERTE¢ 
When, some three weeks ago, someone was talking to the Turkish — 


Ambassador ahout the time "when the Russians will march into Berlin", the 


ambassador vigorosly asseited that that would never take place. Two 
days ago he expressed his belief in the strength of the German army and 
his belief that it could conquer the Russians, if it really wanted to. 
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Lo: Mr. Weston Howland 
Froms William H. Vanderbilt 
A oun 


I en attaching hereto memorandum fron ts Area 


with further reference to Joseph Ajjimah, which I 
believe is sel?-explanateiy thEstioeeteh & memo 


fron Mr. J. 4. Morrison to Mr. John M. Potter on this 


same subject. 


Attach, . 
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Memorandum to: Commander Vanderbilt 
From: Malcolm A. Crusius 


Re: Joseph Ajjiman 


As you know, Mr. Howland has suggested that I assist 
him in trying to secure information on prominent Turkish 
persons now in this country. I told him that I would try 
to get in touch with Mr. Joseph Ajjiman after communicating 
with the Washington staff in order to determine whether 
Mr. Ajjiman was qualified, and to be informed about his back- 
ground. I attach a copy of a memorandum from Mr. Morrison 
to Mr. Potter which is the result of my inquiry about Mr. 
Ajjiman. 


In that memorandum Mr. Morrison suggests that any 
interviewing of Mr. Ajjiman be done by "a member of the Near 
East Section of the Division of Special Information® or by 
some other person who is thoroughly familiar with Turkey." 

I believe that this suggestion of Mr. Morrison's should be 


transmitted to Mr. Howland. 
ULL, Ae fed 
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Date April 18, 1942 
Je A. Morrison 
Mr. John M. Potter 


SUBJECT: Joseph Ajjiman 


I have the request from Malcolm A. Crusius to Commander 
Vanderbilt for information on Mr. Ajjiments background and the 
work he has done for the Coordinator. 


I note that Mr. Ajjiman told Mr. Crusius that he was 
"constantly in touch with the Coordinator's office.” From 
what Mr. Ajjiman has told me recently, I suspect that Mr. Ajjiman 
indicated to Mr. Crusius that representatives of the Coordinator's 
office had been making a large number of requests of him. I have 
the distinct impression from Mr. Ajjiman that his time has been 
taken up by representatives of the Coordinator's office, many of 
wnom have asked for the satty information. It should be obvious 
that & person as busy as Mr. Ajjiman and who is not entirely familiar 
with the American scene, would be somexhat confused and not a little 
irritated at the lack of coordination in this organization. Mr. 
Ajjiman is in a position to supply this office with information re- 
garding Turkey which it is very doubtful could be obtained from any 
other source in this country. It is,therefore, of great importance 
that this valuable source should be contacted by as few people as 
possible and that these few should be well qualified. 


In regard to the specific request in the memorandum referred 
to above, I can state with complete assurance that Mr. Ajjiman is in 
a posi‘sien to provide information on prominent Turkish personalities 
in this country. However, a list of these should be provided. 


In regard to Mr. Ajjiman's background: He was bern in 
Monastir, went to Canada before the first World War, where he received 
en engineering degree at Movill University. He returned to Turkey 
after the ware--in 1922 or 1923--and engaged in engineering and con- 
tracting at Ankara. He developed a very successful practice, during 
the course of which he built a number of government buildings and 
foreign embassies and legations. This work provided close contacts 
with the leading personalities of the Turkish government and with 
foreign diplomats stationed in Ankara. 


In addition to his Turkish passport, Mr. Ajjiman also holds a 
British passport. He left Turkey last September at a time when it 
appeared that cabinet changes which would increase German influence 
wore imminent. As a leading enti-Nazi, Mr. Ajjiman ws advised by his 
British-American friends to come to this country. Mr. Howland Shaw of 
the State Department knows him very well and can provide further information 


if necessary. 


So far as I know, Mr. Ajjiman's work for this office has 
been confined to giving interviews to the several representatives 
who have called on him in New York. He has not been engaged as a 
consultant nor am I aware that such engagement is contemplated. ~ 


Since Mr. Ajjiman is expected to come here next week, I 
suggest that any interviewing be done by & member of the Near East 
Section of the Division of Special Information or by some other 
person who is thoroughly familiar with Turkey. 


I am returning the memorandum addressed to Commander 
Vanderbilt. 


7 (Signed) J.A. Morrison 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris oN ys Or nl Pe 
subject: Syria and the rree rrench Cer wo” a | 
The ext: at _ of the term. By syria, I mean the present political | 
entity, not the common geographical and traditional Syria. The 
Lebanon is also excluded in so far as it could be excluded. 
Background. Syria has been the stronghold of Arab nationalisn, 
and the reservoir of Arab leadership. In language, tradition, 
and culture, it has been more Arab than any other Arab land, not 
excluding arabia proper. Egypt has had its Pharannic separatist 
movement, fhe Lebanon its Phoenician, Iraq its Shiite, and Arabia 
proper its ultra Arabian-Mosliem leanings. But throughout, . Syria 
stood for the revival of Arab power, and has given the Arab world 
its intellectual and Literary leadership. And arab nationalism 
has gone hand in hand with Arab cultural awakening. 
it was Syria and syrians that figured most in the Young 
Turk movement, and among the leaders of the revolution itself, some 
were Syrians. It was again syrian leaders who suffered most fron 
Jamal Pasha. In this particular the religious line of demarkation 
was completely obliterated. Moslem and Uhristian alike joined hand 
in the movement, with perhaps a greater zeal on the part of the 
Christian element. 


Post War Period. After the last war Syria was placed in the sos 


called "A" mandates. Disregarding their promises to the Arabs, the 


Allies disposed of syria in accordance with the secret Sykes-Picot 


treaty. Needless to say this was contrary to the wishes ofr the 
Syrians, and contrary to their expressed preference as gauged by 
the King-Urane Commission. 

44 is useless to dwell on this now. France was made 
the mandatory power, and france ruled the country. 

fhe history of the French mandate in Syria may be divided 
into four natural periods: 

1. 19280-1926 
2. 1926-1936 

1956-19359 
4. 1959- 

Before taking up the last period in which we are at 
present interested, it is necessary to touch on the other three. 

The first seems like a dark age of blindness and folly 
in which the French sowed the seeds of trouble and hate and reaped 
the harvest of rebellion with which tthe period ends. 

The eeonn wes a period of negotiation marked with mutual 
distrust, in which a chastened France tried to come to an under- 
standing with the Syrian nationalist, but failed. 

The third is a period in which a substantial agreement 
was reached, and the promise of a new era between the two peoples 
-appeared on the horizon. 

The fourth was the period of repudiation by France of 
its policy of reconciliation on the grounds of urgency because 
of the war. Phe situation has not changed substantially after 


the Fall of France and the advent of Joan of Are in the person 


of de Gaulle. 


To understand the present situation we ought to look 
into the different Syrian political schools. These ere three: 
1. Those who advocate Arab unity. 


2. Those who advocate a Greater Syria and oppose the 
separatist Lebanese platforn. 


3. Those who advocate the present division hetween Syria 
and the Lebanon. 


The first party depends mostly upon Moslem support and upon the 
support of nationally-minded Christians. These include Moslem 
fanatics, whose idea of pan-Arabism is nothing more than pan-Islanicn, 
as well as the Christian intelligentéia educated in.American 
universities at home and abroad. They might be described as the 

Arab nationalists. 

The second is the so-ealled Syrian nationalists, as 
distinguished from the Arab nationalists. They clamor for a Greater 
Syria which would includs the Lebanon, Palestine and Transjordan, but 
will definitely exclude traq and Arabia proper. The extreme among 
them have been organized in the so-called Iron Shirts, definitely 
after Nazi pattern. These are, however, very few and most unpopular, 


although they count among their membership some of the educeted youth. 


Their leader is now in South America, probably on the payroll of 


the Axis. Yo 

fhe bulk of these nationalists, however, advocate an 
Arab confederation of Syria, the Lebanon, Palestine, and Iraq, with 
@ great measure of local autonomy for each of these countries, but 
with Arab unity as their goal. They wish to attain that unity 


gradually, and find in their programme the best and safest foundation 


for their goal. The leadership of this group includes educated 


Moslems and Christian alike. The chief obstacle to their plans is 
the Lebanon and the Maronite Church. 

The third party consists of mercenaries whose task has 
bean rendered possible by Lebanese separatism and Freneh might. 
They are the party at present in power, pepresented by the President 
of the eer republic, Baj-al-Dinyal-Hasani. He is most unpopular 
amnong the people, and without French support cannot holdashis position. 

| Except for the mercenaries, all parties agree on hos- 

tility to France and French rule, Vichy or Free. They all agree on 


independence as their ultimate goal, and regard france as their 


magor enemy. As such thay. vill not shun outside aid, no matter 


what the source. Yh ree, genre ers 

| They resent French dismemberment of the country, dividing 
it into Syria, Lebanon, The prune Mountain, the Alawaite Mountain; 
they sogeant the aggrandizement of the separatist Lebanon at ane 
expense of Syria, the loss of Alexendretta to the Turks whom France 
tried to err eee expense of the Arabs; they resent French 
mentality of empire and the prevalent attitude of the French towards 
Syria as part of the French Empire. 

Syrians make no distinction between Vichy France and the 

French. To them both are undesirable French. Since the advent 
of the Free French, however, a new factor entered indthe situation. 
The British have driven Vichy out of Syria; but the French as 
represented by Catreaux, are exceedingly jealous of the spread of 


British influence. Britain declared Syria independent, but Catreaux 


was yw;wluctant to recognize the accomplished fact. The Lebanon was 
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declared independent and made the focal point of French influence, 
‘in order te perpetuate French inveredee and block Arab attempts 
towards a confederation. This confederation has the blessing of 
Britain -- with reservations. M.D one he daw 
Reeently the Druze Mountain joined the Syrian Republic 

against the wishes of the French who would rather continue the 
policy of division. The Druze inclusion would tend to enhance 
British influence. But British influence is greatly vitiated by 
Britain's continued support of Zionism in Palestine. Zionism enters 


every aspect of Arab relationships. In fact it is the only problem 


on which there is unanimous agreement. All are hostile to it. 


: 
The determining factors in the present situation are the » 


British French rivalries and the desire of the Syrians to be rid 
of both, especially France. But both desire to maintain their 
influence in the Near East, and both think in terms of empire. Tho 
British seem to welcome greater Arab unity as the best safeguard 
of British interests. The French are determined to keep their 
foothold in the Near East, first in the Lebanon, and second in 
Syria. Their Lebanon foothold is designed to perpetuate their 
influence and block Arab unity. The Free French, like the Vichy 
French, still regard Syria, the Lebanon, etc. as part of the French 
“publ ee, Bhs. Banhosatdon- Se Wise oo Ahacata of both. 
The question of the Lebanon as wll as the question of 
Palestine have been carefully avoided in these remarks , but no final 
Settlement is possible in Syria without clarifying the position = 


of these two lands. Syrians would agree to Lebanese autonomy but 


never to Lebanese separation. On the other hand a large minority 


in the Lebanon is die hard concerning the separate status of the: 
Lebanon. But Lebanon cannot exist by itself. This .. recogni~ed. 
by the Lebanese, and would undoubtedly give the majority, which 
advocates membership in the greater Arab confederation, the advantage. 
The question of Palestine will continue $0 intrude 
itself. So Long as the United States is non-committal on its policy 
regarding sionism, no final peace can be had. The best we can hope 
for is temporary acquiescence pending Pinal readjustment. 
Finally, the present governnent of Sictaseat does not 
- enjoy the confidence of the people. It is regarded as mercenary. 
The party that represents Syria best is the so-called eet venal 


Cartel. It is now all but suppressed. The duly elected President, 


Hashin al-Atasi, who is also the head of the Cartel, resigned in 


protest against the repudiation b¥ the French of the 1936 treaty. 
We must make it clear to these people that. the United 
States will not countenance the punishment of nationalism snone 
the so-called subject people. We must convince them that just as 
we expect them, in the words of Mr. Willkie, to stand up and be 


counted, we are ourselves ready to do the same. 


.. 
i ton, N. J. 
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SEP #4 1949 1 Nger 18 9 30 AH 7H2 
From: Nabih Amin Faris PLEASE RETURN TO og ai OF LMEORMATION 


Subject: The United States anda sPATaBUILDING 153 
[New York Times, September 12, 1942.] 
[I might as well report on this item now, since the Arabic 


press will certainly carry it in a few days.] 


Taj-al-Din al- i, President of the Republic of Syria, 
is reported to have said that teet Syria has the right to expect 
an early recognition of her independent status by the United 


States. rs ae ee 


[Stripped of all the embellishments of diplomatic language, 


Syrians are disappointed at the failure of the United States to 
give formal recognition to their independence. Worse still they 
are apprehensive that this failure foreshadows reversion of Syria 
to its pre-war status tinder the French. Whether it is of the 
Vichy variety or of the Free French variety is not at all import- 
ant. This failure, too, is placed side by side with the failure 
of Shurchill to include India in the Atlantic Charter, and with 
the failure of the United States to commit itself on the question 
of Palestine. The result is secumulative. These people are kept 
in the dark as to their fate, and are, therefore, apprehensive. 
The United States is looked up to as the guarantor of all Allied 
commitments. Failure of the United States to give its approval, 
diplomatically, to an action taken by the British who declared 


Syria independent, might be construed as disapproval, and ultimately 


~~ 
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The United States and Syria (cont.) 


a factor of doom. The explanation given by Syrians is equally 
dangerous. It is said that the Free French are thinking in terms oF 
empire, and have prevailed over the United States to withhold 

its approval. Tt,also said that the United States is trving 


to appease Vichy, to keep it from all-aut collaboration with 


the Nazis. As a mwoncession to Vichy, which also thinks of its 


empire and the restoration thereof, the United States is with~ 
holding its recognition from Syria. 

Doubt and suspicion envelop the whole Near Fast. Mr. Wilkie 
may have succeeded in impressing the people there of the magnitude 
of United States preparations and of its determination to win this 
war. But these will not alley the fears of the people. Were it 
not for the traditional respect wit, which the United States is 
held the people of the WHXEMAXRKAEEH would have been more outspoken 
in their disappointment. How far can we along the read of inde- 
cision regarding Vichy, India, and Syria, etc. and still maintain 


the good will of the Near East is quite a delicate question,.] 
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Dre Janes Grafton. Rogers 


ne Regering the suggestion made to me casas So 
“ih ‘M. Agiton. ‘that the Arabic language newspaper Al-Hoda 
be nade. available in North Africa, Professor aan 
_ ‘who Iniows this newspaper and its editor very well; 


recoments caution while the situation. in North Africa 


eh continues in its present. Gelicate state. 


ab Mr. Meritt recalls that Mr. sallow Mokarse}, 

- editor of Al=-Hodg, has been for sometime ‘dn very loss | 

touch with the Fighting Freneh. As long as the collabora~ 
tion in North Africa continues to be chiefly with Admiral : 

: Darlan, the appearance of AlsHods on North African newge | 
. stands might be an oecasion for unnecessary disturbance, ; 


Aa I etated in my originel memorandum to Colonel 


ef Donovan, the selling of AlsHods in North Afrion was 


~ banned eenehte ace by the Vichy authorities. 
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Your inquiry about the desirability of sending 


the Arabic-language newspaper Al-Hoda:to North Africa 
leads me to make these observations: 

1. The editor of Al=-Hoda, Mr. Salloum Mokarzel, 
has been for some time in very close touch with the 
Fighting French. Mr. Aiglion to my knowledge has been 
in touch with him and nas represented the Fighting 
French in Arabie gatherings where Mr. Mokarzel has 
been prominent. 

2e I should recommend extreme caution in view 
of the delicate situation now in North Africa as between 
the Fighting French and the collaborators with Admiral 
Darlan before deciding to send @ newspaper which may 
inject an unnecessarily disturbing political element. 

3. The sending of Al-Hoda, which I understand to 
have been banned by the Vichy authorities, would seem 
to me an appropriate gesture on the North African Front 
after the Government of the United States has come to a 


more open understanding with the Fighting French on the © 


whole quession of North Africa. 


—-~" Bellalia 
Py & 2, > ie. Princeton, NeJe 
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TOs DeWitt C. Boots: RAE 
From: Nabih Amin Faris - 


Subject: A Moslem "Chaplain" in the United States Army 


Shaykh Khalil al-Rawwaf 1s the only Saudi Arabian qe 
t 


in the United States. At present he is in the United States 
Army - He is at this moment receiving his basic training at 
Camp Lee, Virginia. 

I understand that there was some aifficujlty in 
connexion with his enlistment. He had some scruples about 
4t; but now that he is convinced that Ibn Saud and the United 
States are on the best friendly terms, he seems very proud 
of being in the Service. He might, on the other hand, be 
making virtue of necessity. 

At any rate, I suggest that the subject of appoint- 
ing al-Rawwaf as Moslem "Chaplain®. There may or may not be 
a sufficient number of Moslem soldiers in the United States 
Army that would warrant such a step on purely financial basis. 
But the propoganda value of such a step is indeed immensée 
Gould the OSS take the matter up with the prope authorities? 
This is only a suggestion; but 1 believe it is worthy of fur- 


ther study. 
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‘¢ne of our: arab sources makes the interest ae 


a sues abt on that there would be psychological warfare ; 


“value in the appointment ef a Hosen. chaplain in the 


rc — Bnbted States ATHY « Perhaps there are not enough 
ae Hopton: soldiers in the Army to make such an appointment 


: 7 | necessary iar the ordinary course, out at 4s suggested cane 
"that dt would still be desirable because of the exe 


io cellent effect in the. Hoslem world around the wediterre- 


Sngan of radic announcements that an n appointnent. of. this. 
“Reha was 8 reality. — | | ake, ee os ee 
| oe Inquiry indtostes that alnost anyone who can rend . 
} the Koran properly would be qualified to bedone such a! 
: ‘chaplain. The specific suggestion is made that shay 
8 LAL aleRawwat would 805 He is reported to be the | 


only Saudi Arabian in the United States and in- the United a = 
- States ArnY Ve hear that he is at this ‘monent receiving : 


baste training at Camp Lee, Virginia. 
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SSE am ecru ope enemoprtys PMI 


I promised to segure fer you the appeal to the Arab world — 
whieh was published in the Arabie-language newspaper, ds-Bayelt, 
eos 25. 1942. With this nenorandum is enclosed the original, 
_ srabite text. clipped from the newspaper and a Sreneeen ee nade by: 
_ Professor Nabih Amin Faris of Princeton University, | 
ire Paris ‘peports that. on. the occasion of independence Day | | 
there appeared. in the Arabie-language press about twenty appeals: 
te the drab world similar to that whieh appeared in &s-Sa2 
He has sent the original Arabic texts of two of these to oe Maa 
with English translations to aceompany them, and f enclose them 
both with this memorandum | so that you may have then at your 7 
disposal, » | | 
; Professor Faris suggests that these three appeals be 
considered together, He remarks that he has ehosen the best | 
three om the basis ef content, coherence ‘and style, and ke ades 
te these further observations: "Professor Hittits '3_appeal repre~ 
sents the measured sanity of the scholar} Mr. Aridats is, in the 
Arable original, a masterpiece of literary coupesi tion: As such, 
it will be the most valuable, since the Arab is swayed by ‘lenguage 
as by nothing else, Hitti's is sane and sober in both the original 
and the translation. Arida's may seund too flowery in the English 
version, but in the original it is what the Arab would like tO 
hear. It is far superior to that of As-Sayeh.® | 
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sti _ Professor oe informs us ‘that all twenty-dd of the Fourth 
sisal arpents.! have been sent to Egypt to be published dn the © 
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aE the Tamigrant. , Mean” itunes 
“tout ot the @epths of darkness on the day of denpaae Tr ‘rodsed, * 
ay 05 eyes: groping for the Aight, and a distant gleam shone before tie = 
the yee ‘of. America, 
a was } wont: te hear of freedom, 1 wat knew “fought ‘beyond ats. 
mamas ee 
“99. beautifal bride of fantasy in’ ‘the distant ‘Landt. 0 nost 
itn eae in your search obstacles become easys, and dangers 
1 someting, to ba desired. To you we. Gane from every. elie, high: a 
‘ : A hopes: our aim, courage our oniy weapon, and faith. our ‘sole prdvii.sion 
hm amtgranit frou the East was I, one among Bans: journeying, in the 
a | “atest, ar. the darkness of dangers, with the din of, endless corgvans, E 
a “noving 1 Between the East and the West, With the bitds I sang = 
| eS of ‘longings ani. your dame was sweet ia ay, aoath, refreshing yo 
. . hearty 
| | “sien at tong lant the ship pulled elese to. the majestic en 
ene of your shores outside the New York Port, and I saw your | 
stately statue rising high, its ari outstretched ‘towards heavetiy 
/ ddluminating the paths of those who seek after freedom, its: Light — 
 £lgeded my heart, and I fell before it and worshipped, and ny souk” 
_veached out and Kissed iis very foundations, ang eireunanbilated | 
its sanetuary in the manner the pligrins cireumamtmlate al pacar 


- then i entered the Land of rich opportunities, obtaine 
"able ae hopes. and noble principles, and ape eyes of ay souk 

" 7 knowledge. ‘EI teok upon ayself & new garment, « a garment” 
— and high ideals. . 

*Ehs land of freedom received me as rN nother would recoive oh | 


vias t ‘dhan: 1 segourn as a stratigers but te a new Bom es 
ae . and in your ‘noble seg nal r was schooled o lnertias rane 


: — without, imowing anything of the, 2 Aistory of tint tage 
= iptabers however, tL. understood’ ‘the ‘Stentrn pants an at © oe. 


sane 9 painful tribulations. _ ee oe ae i 
. aE then. read the: Declaration af Intependence, and. earns 
tent) all men are created equalt, : and ‘that they are. ndewed by - 
“their Creator with certain inalienable rights, o that anang ‘tnede are 
Lge, liberty, and the pursuit: of happiness.! oe 
oe ®f then realized that the Fourth of suly 4s Linked ith 


Heaven, 


Mint ‘thas at saint, ‘the hetory of freeion | and the 
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AN APPEAL 20 THE ARABIO-SPEAEING PEOPLES 
" BHROUGHOUT THE FORED 


Hew York, F une Be: 1942 


ae ae, the arab Sianigrants, now, more of the affairs of the 
wortd. shan: + (our brethren) who are left behind In he tole nee 


| geparated fron then by pak ‘seas “and extensive ‘tandss ce 

; "Indeed sone of our brethren in the ‘Arab Bani’ tiay hay he 
“beeaiise of their particular political predicanentsy isolated How 
the rest. of the es unaware of ‘the faces, oblivious a esi 


ein t look : beyond the liatts “of ‘thete own “rans! end. nga 
within the eonfisies of their horizon things: Bayons: ‘oy Gent : 


hy 


 tpterests and traditions. GS t2 bee Oe ee 
cag e “the entire world is ‘today Ac) the ‘throes of a ‘trencndeas ” 
“‘ertbalation, Ib Ass, as it were, like a “patient tossing on ‘oa 


ef f pain, ‘haunted ye fears and | seeing: nothing Bat fetgnteun vidi 


4s driven to geek solace in solitude, ‘whenever thats. is possi, 

“haply he would hear nought, feel nought, > “see nought, and know 

nought of what is afflicting. God's ereation and Godts Landy 
SSoadtnce and isolation are of no avail. . The storm as 


feeind and threatens everything on the surface. ‘of this earth. 


“sat destruction and death. Yet we know that some of the Arabic~ 
atk . 3 28 peaples contemplate nothing but isolation. This is, 
Neither isolation nor running away 
“trom m eality, 1 no matter how unpleasant the Poalttys, is of any 


ate 2 te te a. “ptrugele ‘beguesn denocracy and frecdon | on the. ie : 
7.) and ‘aggression and oppression on thie others it is a war ees ‘ m, 
G's denoeracy winss, man will for ever be ‘Free. af, howevery ageresi ie ole 
; ~ ghowld win no ‘free people ‘shall “‘pemain on ‘corthy but a, shal be. 
i “deven baek to barberisms ae ioe 
Stor this reason Gna we ao’ iesiow this while nost oe one 


iene 


tor ‘the phepose of sawing vigbory for those worthy of &. ‘free Lites | 
 *Brethren ‘throughout the hrabic~speaking workas “Todays er: 
+ your brethren in the: United States of America, freely éa what our 
government 4s doings It has pledged its industry, its wealth, and 
man~power to free the world frou the yoke of the Wazd devil. Wer. 
+ Mikewtse, have pledged our. wealth, blood, and. life to the support” 


: of nilitant, denocracy, 5 SO that the world might be freed and - punts 
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‘pledged 1 for the new y covenant, the covenant of. t treedony | 
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De yugle % aa deed, or + Woeey. “Reueaber’ that! as one as’ he ath er 
rf ee are ‘anong the soldiers of. denderacy. Our ‘Aned ean 
a nent will wateh over your freedom exactly as it witenes | 
vover- her owns : ‘Support Us, ‘lierefore, and support thereby the 
- cause of your owt. freedon. Help us by turning a deat. ear to Wazt 
_ propaganda to the end that. ¥e ) aga help you to be: with us frees 


_ STATENENS BY PROFESSOR PHILIP Ke 
70 ) ARAB WORLD ON THE OCCASION OF «ULE Ay. 1942 


“Been m MeraateuleGhard; New York, July 35 1942 
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To: DeWitt C. Pools 


Jou Wd 10 22 AM 2 


COORDINATOR OF INFORM #7108 
Subject: As-Sayeh’s Appeal to the Arat World. 


from: Nabih Amin Yaris 


On June 28, 1942, I reported an appeal which appeared 
in As-Sayeh, June 25, 1942. A week later a score of appeals by 
eminent Arabic-speaking Americans apeared in different papers (see 
my report of July 5, 1942, on "July 4 and the Arabic-speaking World." 
Although at the time I reported the appeal of As-Sayeh I was unaware 
ents: it is in fact one of these appeals. As-Sayeh, howevs, anti- 
cipated the occasion for which they were solicited (July 4). 

Through Professor T. Leslie Shear, I was asked to prevare 
an English translation of As-Sayeh's appeal, and supply the Arabic 
original. Should this be for the purpose of making use 6frthe appeal, 
I wish to suggest, in view of the other twenty-odd appeals thet have 
since appeared, that the other two appeals enclosed in vhevonieinct 
Arabic and the English translations which I prepared, ~ taken into 
consideration. (Incidentally all these appeals have been sent to 
Egypt to be published in the Arabic press there.) All the appeals 
are similar in contents. [I Cores the best from the stand point 


of coherence and style. Professor Hitti'ts represents the measured 


1. & 
sanity of the scholar; Mr. Aridats is in the Arabic original a 


masterpiece of literary composition. As such it will be the most 
valuable, since he Arab is swayed by language as by nothing else. 
Hitti’s is sane and sober in both the original and thé translation. 
Arida'ts may sound too flowery in the English version, but in the orig- | 


nal, it is what the Arab would like to hear. It is far superior to 


that of As-Sayeh. 
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wee 


, Cah fo ee opebeeeees ee 
; [As-Sa » New York, June 25, 1942.] 
In an editorial, As-Sayeh addresses an appeal to the 

Arabic-speaking peoples throughout the world. ' they are told 
of the gravity of the situation in which the world has been 
plunged by the agressor nations. They are warned that on the 
outcome of this titanic struggle depends the future of the 
entire world, including the Arabic-speaking world; that they 
cannot isolate themselves and let others fight the battles of 
democracy; that they can best help the democratic cause by 
shunning the baits of Axis propaganda; and that the Arabic- 
speaking éisnents in the United States have pledged themselves 
to fight for the cause of freedom, the banner of which is, and will 
remain, held high by the United states. | they are assured that 
the United States will watch over their freedom exactly as it 
watches over its own freedon. 

| [As-Sayeh is a paper published twice a week, and is 
primarily interested in literature. Its editor is well esteemed 
as a writer and a sane thinker, respected throughout the Arabic 
literary world. Wherever the appeal is read it is apt to com- 
mand eeupadt and attention. Some questions, however, arise. 
Why was the appeal made? The Arabic-speaking elements in the 


United States are in the main loyal, and have already contribu- 


ted much towards the war effort. The appeal is not for home 


wy 


ee 


2fe 


An Appeal to the Arabic-speaking Peoples throughout the World (cont.)} 


consumption. It is, as it claims to be, addressed to the Arabic- 
speaking peoples throughout the world. The first reason for the 
appeal is the turn of events in North Africa and Egypt which has 
brought the Arabic-speaking world to the fore, and threatens to 
make their land the decisive battle ground. Therein is the se- 
cond front. The second reason is the genuine desire on the part 
of the editor to see his people take a more active part in the 
pattle for freedom on the side of its defenders, the United 
Nations. The third reason is perhaps the recent article by Dr. 


Qotots whe { . “T 


Judah L. Magnes, Chancellor of the Hebrew University, in which, 
ee LLL NTALETET TD 


among other things (see report of June 21, 1942, on "Arab- 


Jewish CoBperation in Palestine"), he reproaches the Arabs for 


not being universally on the side of the United Nations. Arab 


thinkers, like the editor of As-Sayeh, while fully understanding 
the position of their former compatriots and the history behind 
their passive stand, deplore the sad fact that the Arabs have 
not risen to the occasion and given the United Nations their 
unstinted help. This appeal, if it ever reaches the audience 
for which it is intended, may exert a great influence upon them. 


Why not have it broadcast?] 
oa ee Re Oo ae, 


—— pee 


i, Sao 
Augnst'6, 1942 . 2 ies 
“Mra George Allen po yA as os $3 
Department of State :  PIPASE SS. cule. ent 
‘Washington, De Ce : neo 1G LERARY | 
| boat BENG 158" 
| Dear Georget , | te eee Re am | 
4 ie The following is 6 liters} translation of the article 
“maton, appented in Aa-Sameer of Brocklyn under the date of dune : 
Og LPHGE 


«'Glsad Tidings for the Arabs 


"Readers of As-Samcer recall the historic eis 
which wae ‘delivered by Mr Sumer Welles on Memorial D 

May 30, and which we transmitted to the readers of ‘this ‘Paper 
o- which contained the following paragraphs 


"tindeed the days: of enpire are gone end baee | 
become a thing of the past. After ee WAP», 
gmail, nationé will be accorded their r ghts. in 
determining the type of government which they 
desire as well as the tight to choose the 
governments which they Wantet 


eierean grrr who dove n08: ‘allow an erpartuiey pase “eithout 
Teagerin weice to hi: eoupatriote, to write to Ere aiies 
asking to clarify his position towards the Palestine » = 
and whether or not Palestine was in his mind when he ashe 

fancus. histeri¢e statement. 


‘We offer to the readers the Avabie version of the. 
Rev, Dhibahts letter and that of the State Departuent!s reer 


tatlanta, Georgia 
JUNG Zy 1942 


"Nir, Sumner Welles Yd 
Aeting Seeretary of State 
Washington, De Ce 


Dear Girg 


“tf have read with admiration your address 
which you delivered yesterday, Menorlal pay. Tf 
Gas particalarly pleased with the sentence ¢one- 
tained in that speech the gist of which is "that 
 €he days ef eapire ere gone, they have becowe a 
thing of the past; and that the ideal for which . 
this war is being fought is to free pecpies fron | 
. . the ne& of imperialism and to give them their right 
of self-government and the right | to select the. hs gs 
of government which they desire.® ce 


wOZ wonder, was Palestine in your mind acl. aes 

you spoke this seatence? Will our government pere - 
. mit the British government to embark upen es renened 
Zi struggle with the 4rabs after this war? 


83% am, my dear sir, of Arab descent, and know eo 


“well drab predilections and tendencies, 28 well as. 
" Qhete determination never to. relinquish their right 
- §n PaZestine for the Jews, ne matter what the cest 
might be, or how great. the difficulties and triais 
| might proves Will, therefore, our government per~ 
«$$ or cendone an inevitable war between Bri tase ‘and. 
| “the Arabs for the sake of Zionism? 


pee "thccent, dear Sir, my respects and be assured _ 
of ny loyalty » always. : 


' (Signed) The Reve Miknadl Dhiba = 
Incumbent Priest ef the 8 
Orthedex Church of Our ‘fay in 
Atlanta, Georgia? | 


i. : | eghortly a rieresrde; the Reverend Father wicdaves frie, oe 
oe the Btate Department the following letter which indicates that ~ 
'. the Palestine problem will be set¢led in a way agreeable to the — 

eae and that the United States government is not unaware of 

| he disturbances. that would take place after this war between 


Britain ‘and the Arabs in the event the London government should 


insist upon the inforcement of the Balfour Declaratien and upon, 
giving ‘thet dear part of the Arab world to a people who havea .no | 
’ Peght therein save that they have ealonized it fer a shert 
. period of tine and were driven out fron iz two thousand youre 
a ad | 


—tWhat follows is & literal translation. of thet 


hme Revs. wiles. Dhibeh 
Encumbent Priest of the Syrim-orthode 
| Ghereh of Our body. 
is ‘Atlanta, Georgia 


oa Dear ‘Father Dhi babs 


“<8*%, beg to inform you that your letter of June, cake 
. By 1942, addressed to the Acting Secretary et . a 
Btate, ir. Welles, was duly received. ie | 


“RIBS | ‘have been pleased te learn of your hemi 
“aud opinion concerning the Palestine problem. _ 
‘Likewige ve desire to assure your reverence — 

your thoughts and: iopeak which you Shpertag to. 
us are conetansiy -ix our mind. — 


 Bincerely: yours, 


1 (Signed) Wallace’ Ln nl 
Adviser in Diplouatic . 
 Rélatiens in: the State. 
Department! 


eee oe  . SPs: ts the reply. ef the State Dapai een oy the , 
<a ‘gbibew. of Father Dhibah. ‘Phis paper has ne doubt at abh- om | 
ns 2 the present crisis, . ‘the. State Departnent would avoid oun _ 
wyond: this declaration, Therefore, let the Arabs. chro speared” : 
Ce evning Palestine. . They should not, however Look the, 
“te be Chat, the dangers which threaten -the fate of P Palest: ne. stihl: 
:, démein, snd will continue. te Mica hl until the problem is £4 meliy 
‘wettled, In this connexion sh to thank.our frien¢ the 
fighting Father and the trie Arab for His Loyalty and devotion 
: ‘oe ths. servine a the Palestinian Arab —— co 
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An article entitled "priglotAvablan rseieae 
"appeared in ‘the, Apabic-Language newspaper, A 


eee 
“of lew ‘York, on, July. 31. Mr. Waban ‘A Amin Faris of 
ona 


; “Brineeton reports | ‘that it makes mention of the oes 
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ne Washington, relaping ‘thet the United States would poor accord 7 
| . L recognition to Syria and. the Lebanon as indeendent | 
: -gegublioa, and that ‘General Patrick Hurley would be the 
. _ Proatdent! A special veprosontative to. ‘the wa vountrien. | Sube ” 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATSON {943 |. 
LEASE, RETURN TO LIBRBRY 
artX BUILDING 153S 9p, ; 


WITH Foy Kohier SUBJECT Arabic 
Department of State 


FOR F.N.B. W. Je Gold 
pate January 7, 19435 INITIATIVE WIG [XX] sy TELePHone 


prace Washington, D. Ce _{] Face To Face 


SUMMARY 
Oy ‘ 

I told Mr, Kohler that we had ‘ust learned of the 
publication in As-Sameer of substantia.’ the same story 
concerning Ameria retognition of Syrian and Lebanese ing 
dependence which Ai#Hoda published on December 23 as a tele- 
gram from Butrus Tuma in Washington. As-Sameer credited the 
story to a Londéf-éable with the Daily Sketch as source. 


Mr. Kohler was very interested in the item, and 
asked if we had yet been able to discover the identity of 
Mr, Tuma, I replied that we were looking into the matter, 
Mr. Kohler ee that the only sre place Pathe gee was any 
suggestion o y's being sent to the Near East amy £) 
gr special Red eeeg te tneey cate enough, in the v., the epee ce 
Yiddish-language daily of New York, which hoped that General 3. :.' 
Hurley would be able to curb the alleged anti-Semitic 
tendencies of George Wadsworth. 


I told Mr. Kohler we would put the item into a 
brief note and send it to him. He expressed his gratitude, 


rie = 
—— 
. 


ORTINATOR OF iNFORMATION | 
To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: Syrian and Lebanese Independence 


{Al-Hoda, New York, December 23, 1942.] 


Under the heading "Will America Recognize the I. .dependence 


of Syria and the BRebanon Soon?", al-Hoda publishes a telegram 
received from a certain Butrus Tuma, Washington, D.C., which 
states that "the President of the United States has decided to 
send General Patrick Hurley as his special personal represent- 
ative to the republics of Syria and the Lebanon, and that on 
Hurley's arrival the United States will officially recognize 
the independence of the two republics." 

(No comments are made by a]-Hoda. No other authority is. 
cited for this telegram except the said Tuma. But it again 
emphasizes the interest of the Syrio-Americans and the Leba- 


nese-Americans in the future status of their original homelands. ] 


tebiphineS te Kotler 
Lee Jan. €.18¢3 | 
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Dr.Tannous informs me that there is ~ *siderable 
satisfaction among the Arab-Americans with - present 
developments in North Africa. On the one hand the Mar- 
onite group feels encouraged by the cooperation of Gen. 
Giraud with the American forces because the presence of 
French officers is symbolic to them of the continued 
presence and assistance of their traditional protector 
against the non-Christian Arabs, France; on the other 
and the Moslem Arabs are heartened by the actual pre- 
sence of America's armed might. Despite the. disillus- 
jonment of. the last war and the failure of the Crane 
Commission to accept their appeal that the United States 


be their sponsor their faith in our non-imperialistic 


BS cor 


motives is strong. Lf, Stat 
Apprehension is felt,however, over the recent strong - 
publicity given to forming an independent Jewish Army. In 
such an army the Nationalist Arabs see the beginning of en 
armed force that would not be disbanded at the end of the 


present War, but would exert itself to drive the Arabs from 


Palestine without further ado. Yo .. font Obie. 
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Nearer the Arab Near East 


Author's note: The opinions in this arti- 
cle are based upon my personal experi- 
ences in the countries of the Arab Near 
East, especially Lebanon, Syria, and Pales- 
tine. It is my sincere hope that what I 
am going to say will be of some help in 
the development among our people of an 
understanding of that strategic part of the 
world and a consciousness of the common 
interests we have with its people. With- 
out such understanding and consciousness 
by the masses of our citizenry, it is impos- 
sible for our leaders to champion ade- 
quately the message we have proclaimed 
to the world—The Four Freedoms. 


r should be helpful, at the start, to 
remind ourselves of the cultural debt 
we owe the Near East. We have old 
debts, and heavy ones: the alphabet; 
numerals; the translation and revival of 
Greek science and philosophy during the 
dark ages; foundations of chemistry, 
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and 
dentistry; scores of Arabic words in our 
language, such as Aldebaran, Altair, nadir, 
alkali, chemistry, algebra, logarithms, 
alfalfa, almanac. Consciousness of such 
cultural indebtedness is a good antidote 
for our ethnocentrism, and should help 
us evaluate with a sense of perspective 
cur services to and our interest in the 
Near East. Mf f, 
Between 1880 and 1890 the people of 
the Near East discovered America. Some 
came to the United States. They loved 
the country and stayed. Hundreds fol- 
lowed, then thousands. At present we 
have about half a million of these people 
living here, permanent citizens of their 
adopted country. They encountered no 
conflict in adopting full loyalty to the 
United States, for they never owed genu- 
ine allegiance to the foreign powers that 
ruled their native country. Since their 
settlement here they have been in con- 
stant touch with their people in the old 
country, sending them money and giving 
them much of the American way of life. 
They helped establish schools in the old 
villages, where children were taught from 
American books. In recent years, when 
the movement for national freedom began 
to take a definite and active form in the 
various Arab countries, immigrants from 
those countries lent the movement their 
active support. Their influence went far 
in directing the course of the nationalist 


By Afif Te Tannous 
(Instructor “in Sociology) 


Editor's Note: Mr. Afif Tannous, 
author of “Nearer the Arab Near 
East,” was born in Syria and got 
his undergraduate training at the 
American University of Beirut. He 
worked in rural sociology in Syria, 
Palestine, and the Sudan. Now as 
instructor in rural sociology at the 
University of Minnesota, he is also 
teaching a class for the Extension 
Division, Social and Cultural Life 
of the Near East, which people may 
still enter as auditors. Immediately 
after class, he conducts a small 
seminar for those wishing to study 
Arabic. 


movement towards the democratic ideal, 
the way of life they enjoyed in the United 
States. 


“BOUT 1850, American religious mis- 
sions began a long career of ex- 
tremely fruitful educational work in Syria, 
Lebanon,‘ and Palestine. At the begin- 
ning, the message of the missions was 
primarily sectarian—conversion of the 
people, Christian and Moslem, to a spe- 
cific Christian sect. Educational service 
was secondary. Response to this purely 
sectarian message was in general luke- 
warm or antagonistic. Misunderstanding 
was inevitable. Later, missions placed 
primary emphasis on their educational 
message, giving the people—without sec- 
tarian labels and rituals—an American 
Christian way of life that would speak 
for itself and prove its worth. The re- 
sponse of the people to this approach has 
been enthusiastic, and much of the early 
misunderstanding and suspicion have died 
out. 

Scores of elementary schools were es- 
tablished in the villages, where for the 
first time children came in contact with 
modern education. It was the American 
form of education, according to the Ameri- 
can school curriculum. Later, high schools 
were established in central towns. Thou- 
sands of young people, boys and girls, 
flocked to these schools. They learned 
the fundamentals of knowledge, and with 
that they learned a great deal of the 


American way of life. This educational 
movement culminated in the developmert 
of three great American universities— 
in Cairo, Beirut, and Istanbul—which have 
since been beacons of enlightenment for 
the whole Near East. 
the greatest of these, the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, will be briefly men- 
tioned. 

Last year, with the battle of World War 
Il raging on the fields of the strategic 
Near East, the American University of 
Beirut celebrated its seventy-fifth anni- 
versary. Twenty-five years ago, in the. 
thick of World War I, the same university 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. De- 
spite the destructive hand of two world 
wars, this American institution carried on 
its educational services and its almost 
unique message of cultural understanding 
between the West and the Near East. It 
is beyond the scope of this article to de- 
scribe the dramatic history and the great 
achievements of this institution. But we 
can mention a few of them: 1) making 
research contributions of international 
significance; 2) organizing an Arab na- 
tionalist society, which was the first seed 
of the modern Arab movement for national 
freedom; 3) organizing the Brotherhood 
Society, the first of its kind in the Near 
East, which went very far in making the 
various religious sects. understand and tol- 
erate each other; 4) introducing among 


the student body parliamentary procedure~—4 a, 


and free speech, which hed been denied 
the people by their rulers of the old Turk- 
ish regime; 5) introducing coeducation, 
for the first time in the history of the 
Near East; 6) serving as a dynamic center. 
of national contact for youths from the - 
various Arab countries, and of cultural — 
contact between the West and the Near 
East; 7) supplying the Arab countries with 
the cream of their leadership in profes- _ 
sional, political, and governmental fields, * 
Among these Arab leaders have been busi- 
ness men, teachers, lawyers, doctors, di- 
rectors of departments, cabinet ministers, 
and prime ministers. Each one of them, 
in his own field, has been to some degree 
a messenger of the American way of life. 


ORE recently, the Near East Founda- 
tion of New York, a philanthropic or- 
ganization, began to approach the people 
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President Coffey’s Answer 


Editor’s Note: We are reprinting here for Extension students most of the first 
section from “President Coffey’s Answer to Minnesota's Wartime Students Who Ask 
‘What Should I Do??” The words of the president of our University are directed to 
evening students as well as to students in the day sessions. 


UNIVERSITY has an obligation to keep you constantly informed concerning 


T developments relating to the war that inevitably affect 


you as students. This 


pamphlet discusses some of these developments. You owe it to yourself to read what 


follows with the uimosi care. 


The chairman of the federal Man Power Commission recently said that the time 
is close at hand when only those students will be in college who are directly preparing 
themselves for war work. The Man Power Commission has formally approved this 
statement: “Ali students, men and women, must be preparing themselves for active 
and competent participation in the war effort and supporting civilian activities.” 

The Secretary of War has announced that men in the Enlisted Reserve Corps 
will be called to active status upon reaching Selective Service age; for some this active 
status may involve special training on college campuses, as determined by the War 


Department. 


There is a general belief that the Selective Service age will soon be dropped 


from twenty to eighteen years. 

tion of Selective Service policies as 
These are but a few straws in 

distant when every college student must 
One point is important, however, 


need for the training that colleges can give is more pressing 
day. Every branch of the armed forces, industry, 
for men and women with special abilities and special train- 


grows more pressing evely 
governmental agencies calls 


This will certainly mean revision and reconsidera- 
they relate to deferment. 

the wind that indicate that the time is not far 
justify his presence on a campus. 

and on it there is general agreement: The 


than ever before, and 
and 


ing. If ever a speech made this point clear, the recent speech by General Somervell 


did. Said the General: “Our army 


today is an army of specialists. Out of every 100 


men inducted into service, 63 are assigned to duties requiring specialized training.” 


So it is in the Navy, also. 
The problem that faces you, then, is 


not “Should I go to the University?” That 


has been answered affirmatively on every hand. Your question is, rather: “Now that 
I am in the University, what courses should I take that will be of greatest advan- 
tage to me and of maximum service to the country in the present war emergency?” 


This question is one for the women as well as the men. 


In this war, service is not 


limited to men alone—as England is amply demonstrating, and as the quotation from 


ie Wan Power Commission above implies. 


Since everyone sooner or later will be called upon for war service, your prob- 
lem reduces itself to “How can I best serve?” 


Serving best requires adequate training. 
Your period in the University—whether for one 


upon which later service will rest. 
quarter, two or three quarters, perhaps a 
sound foundation. 


It means laying a sound foundation 


year or more—is your opportunity to lay a 


One final word—Should you be called to the armed forces or drop out of col- 
lege to enter upon service that is supplementary to the war program, any work that 


you do in these months immediately ahead, 
will not be wested. This is not the time to discuss fine points of 
that whatever you accomplish during these pre-service 


ing to your attention, 
college credit—but rest assured 


and in courses such as these we are call- 


days will eventually be counted toward the degree we hope you will ultimately 
obiain. Furthermore, if these courses seem unbalanced in the light of broad educa- 
tional foundations we associate with a college or university education, it should be 
remembered that we do expect that interruption of a college course will be tempo- 


rary, 


and that eventually you will be back to pursue your education further; and 


at that time you will have opportunity to take the types of academic work that make 
for a well-rounded education. They are not to be lost from sight—merely held in 
abeyance while more pressing types of training are followed. 

The primary job, at the moment, is to get ready for the next things you will be 


called upon to do. 


W. C. COFFEY, 
President 
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Deutsch at Convocation 


The second convocation of the current 
school year will take place in the Men’s 
Lounge of Coffman Memorial Union at 
8:15 p.m., Thursday, November 19. Dr. 
Harold C. Deutsch, Associate Professor of 
History, will talk on “What's Behind the 
News from the War Fronts.” 

This is the same title by which Dr. 
Deutsch’s radio talks are introduced each 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 10:15 
p.m. over Station WCCO. Dr. Deutsch is 
also popular with evening students 
through his extension class, “Europe in 
the Twenticth Century.” 

The first of this series of convocations 
arranged by the Evening Students’ Asso- 
ciation dealt with the Far East. Dr. 
Deutsch’s talk will cover whatever fronts 
are in the news at the time but will prob- 
«bly emphasize the European situation. 
Later convocation speakers will deal with 
the Near East and Latin America, thus 
bringing evening students a comprehen- 
sive picture of World War IT and some 
of its most important fronts. 


War Reading Room 

By being open two evenings a week, 
the War Reading Room, 108 Library, is 
now accessible to Extension students as 
well as to students in the day session. 
The room, sponsored by the University 
to encourage an informed interest in prob- 
lems of the war and the peace, contains 
maps, posters, charts, pamphlets, and bul- 
letins. Materials for the room are sup- 
plied through the University’s Key Center 
of War Information, and come from gov- 
ernmental offices, from the offices of other 
countries, and from private organizations. 
The Library provides the room with per- 
tinent books from the Library’s stacks. 
The War Reading Room will be open 
every Tuesday and Wednesday evening, 
during the regular session of the Univer- 
sity, from 7:00 till 9:00. It is open on 
week days from 10:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.; — 
on Saturday from 10:30 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. 
Extension students are urged to make 
full use of the resources of the room so 
that they may follow the course of the 
war and help plot the course of the 
peace. 


WLB and Correspondence 
Radio station WLB has been broad- 
casting American History 20, 21, and 22 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
8:30 to 9:15 am. Mr. Ernest S. Osgood, 
Asscciate Professor of History, is giving 
The service will provide 
increased efficiency and pleasure if the 
listeners will register for the correspond- 
ence study course and study it along with 
the broadcasts. University credit may - 
then be earned by taking the examina- 
tions. Write the Correspondence Study 
Department for further details. 
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LAST TRAIN FROM BERLIN 
By Howard K. Smith. Alfred Knopf. 
New York. 1942. 


Reviewed by Arnold Stein 


Most of us have read too many books 
by returning foreign correspondents. The 
type, with its virtues and its faults, has 
lost much of its freshness. Having been 
a foreign correspondent seems no longer, 
as perhaps once it did, sufficient justifica- 
tion for writing a book. And the journal- 
ist who really has things to say and— 
even rarer—who can really write, would 
do well to put aside the temptations of 
his trade. It is not enough to rehash the 
cold leftovers of ‘last year’s news and gar- 
nish them with new gossip and “authori- 
tative” anecdotes. Somehow the new, 
sensational, couldn’t-be-revealed -until- 
now news is never more than jacket- 
deep in such a book. The eye-witness, 
when he writes a year after we have 
read about the event, must have more 
than. his eyes to recommend him. He 
will write a good book only if he has 
a mind that can resist elaborating on the 
what, a mind that can grapple signifi- 
cantly with the why. 

Howard K. Smith’s Last Train From 
Berlin is not, as the publisher’s jacket 
announces, in black print upon a yellow 


_...background, “Perhaps the most sensa~- 


tional book that has come out of Germany 
since the beginning of the war.” Its 
faults are mainly those of the type to 
which it belongs. Its virtues, and it has 
many, are those of a book written by a 
young man who cannot be satisfied with 
the sensational, not even perhaps the most 
sensational—a young man who has an 
independent, searching, irrepressible de- 
sire to know. 

First let us get the faults out of the 
way. Most important, perhaps, is the 
journalist’s lack of perspective: he is too 
close to the event; he sees only one side, 
and he sees that so intensely that he is 
tempted to oversimplify, and to explain 
everything in terms of what he has seen. 
Hitler changes from the apotheosis of the 
little man to the great conqueror: our 
’ evidence is Mr. Smith’s eye-witness analy- 
sis of Hitler’s facial expression and bear- 
ing. This may be a minor matter. Other 
simplifications are not. Mr. Smith writes 
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“Books were never more important to this country than they are today. The 
questions which must be decided, the issues which must be resolved, are, many of 
them, questions and issues which only books can properly present. The profoundly 
searching questions, for example of the order and form of the post-war world are 
. questions for which books and books alone provide an adequate forum. And the 
basic question—the insistent question—of the true nature of the time which we 
live is a question which demands the space and confines of a book. This time has 
not yet been discovered by the men and women who inhabit it, and only the voy- 
ages of the most courageous books will show us what it is.’—Archibald MacLeish 


a long detailed account of the weaknesses 
of the Nazi home front. The account is 
impressive, and apparently convincing. 
At least it prompted, in a recent New 
Republic, an eloquent editorial announc- 
ing the end of the Nazi Revolution. It 
reminds one, rather uncomfortably, of the 
pre-war journalism that elaborated end- 
lessly and innocently on the irrationali- 
ties and fundamental weaknesses of the 
Nazi social structure. We have learned 
enough about total war to know that 
armies do not long remain efficient in the 
field without an efficiently. organized so- 
ciety at home. Yet there is nothing in 
Mr. Smith’s account to explain how the 
Nazi armies, with the home front deteri- 
orating, have in large measure swept 
everything before them. 

Still Mr. Smith, in spite of his casual 
neglect of the sources of Nazi power, in 
spite of occasionally careless writing and 
organization that reveal the pressure of 
haste, has written a valuable analysis of 
the Nazi home front. For even a one- 
sided analysis can indeed be valuable— 
when that one side is exhaustively studied 
on many different levels, and from several 
different angles of approach. 

All classes of the German civilian popu- 
lation are examined—before the war, 
before the campaign against Russia, dur- 
ing that campaign. 

Everywhere in German civilian society 
the author finds a progressive lowering 
of morale. People are sick, in body and 
mind. Little family parties have become 
occasions for getting viciously drunk. 
There is a new morbid interest in quack 
sciences and superstitions. “Outside the 
armaments industry, the only business 
which is making big money in Germany 
is the patent-medicine industry.” Nerves 
are taut. “People with pale, weary, dead- 
pan faces which a moment ago were in 
expressionless stupor can flash in an in- 
stant into flaming, apoplectic fury, and 
scream insults at one another over some 
triviality or an imaginary wrong.” The 
deterioration has been accumulative, but 
the Russians have speeded the process. 
Gone are the balmy days when there was 
enthusiasm about Germany’s cultural mis- 
sion in the East; when the press pub- 
lished poems, “every single word of which 
was wrapped in a sepurate soft cloud tell- 


ing how Germans had often consécrated 
Russian earth with their blood and were 
called on by a simple sense of duty to 
bear the blond-haired-maz:’s burden.” 
Gone are the balmy days wh. “Every- 
body was going to be rich. Every Aryan 
a millionaire.” 

Perhaps this is ton good to be entirely 
true; many of us will think so. But Mr. 
Smith does not present this picture in 
order to promote complacence. Nor does 
he, to his praise, stop with this picture. 
He quotes with approval an old Alsatian 
priest: “Tell them we hate the Nazis; but 
we are not going to fight because we like 
plum-pudding better than we like Apfel- 
strudel Give us something to 
fight for, and I promise you the armies 
will form; they will rise out of the very 
earth!” 

Mr. Smith’s concrete proposals on “How 
to Win Wars and Beat Nazis” call for our 
first beating them until they scream with 
anguish. But it will be costly and waste- 
ful merely to beat people who keep on 
fighting “because they fear loss of the 
war to a world that hates them, more 
than they fear the loss of their individual 
lives.” Beat them, yes. But make them 
understand that they have been fighting 
for the Nazi Party and for the Prussian 
military caste, not for the future of their 
wives and children. Make them under- 
stand (and let us first clearly understand 
it ourselves) that we are not fighting for 
plum-pudding, or apple pie, or the good 
old days—but for Total Democracy, eco- 
nomic as well as political. Make them 
understand that we shall hang the butch- 
ers, the torturers, and those who gave 
them their orders: the militarists, the 
arms-makers, the Nazi leaders, and the 
Nazi incurables; but that we shall include 
the German people as full-fledged mem- 
bers of our New Order—that of Total De- 
mocracy. 

This is Mr. Smith’s message. It makes 
sense, good sense. It makes the book a 
good one. But it makes us wish that the 
book, for the sake of its message, had 
been a better one. 


Notices 


Refunds o1 tuition fees are available on 
a pro-rata basis established by the Board 
of Regents to students who cancel their 
registrations, provided the student re- 
questing the refund has not attended the 
class after its eighth week. Application 
for refund must be in writing, accom- 
panied by a fee receipt, and must be | 
submitted before the end of the semester — 
during which the registration was made. 


ed 


Students transferring from one course 
to another should notify the General Ex- 
tension office of the change either by 
telephone or by letter. 
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"*"Arab: Near East 


(Continued from page one) 


of the Near East with a new type of 
educational message. ‘They adopted for 
a motto “From the People of America to 
the People of the Near East.” The prin- 
ciples ‘of their message may be summed 
up as follows: 1) The Near East is pre- 
dominantly rural, and its revival must 
be based primarily upon rural reconstruc- 
tion. 2) Agriculture is the cornerstone 
of rural life; reforms should begin in agri- 
culture and then be extended to other 
aspects of life. 3) Reform projects should 
be undertaken cooperatively with the 
people. (4) Reform projects should be- 
come self-perpetuating. 
““fhese principles in Lebanon, Syria, Pales- 
tine, and Transjordan for the past ten 
years. The influence of their practical 
educational message has been indeed far 
reaching in the various aspects of life in 
that region—agriculture, health, recrea- 


tion, home life, literacy. It is significant 


to note that the native people had at 
first a suspicious attitude towards that 
message. It was too good to be true! 
They had never before experienced such 
a move by foreigners without ulterior 
motives. Gradually, suspicion disap- 
peared, and in its place developed an at- 
titude of enthusiastic appreciation of the 
American cultural me3sage they were 
receiving. 

Not only through education but also 
through trade, the historical vehicle of 
material contact and exchange between 
cultures, we have developed common in- 
‘terests with the people of the Near East. 
-Qur industrial products and our machin- 
ery have been in great demand in the 
markets of that part of the world. Ameri- 
can automobiles of all makes have been 
*  yvolling on the roads of those countries for 

' the past twenty years. Most popular 
among these are the Chevrolet and the 


“ord, which have béeh Hidkhained “the” 


mountain goats’—a testimony to the 
durability and efficiency of the American 
ear. American radios a‘e installed in 
many homes in the villages and towns of 
Lebanon and Syria, and our modern farm 
machinery is rapidly replacing the ancient 
plow on their plains. One could go on 
listing scores of important industrial prod- 
ucts which we have been marketing there. 
With each of these items, whether we have 
been conscious of it or not, something of 
the American way of life has been ex- 
_ ported. Because of this important fact 
and because of some of the disinterested 
service we have rendered the people of 
the Near East, we are today in a unique 
position to sway them to our side in this 
critical war. Further, we are in a unique 
position to win them to believe in our war 
aims and cooperate with us in the estab- 
lishment of a permanent peace. But the 
big question is—Are we fully conscious 


The Foundation has been working along . 


of this unique position of ours, and are 
we willing to take the initiative? 

With respect to the political aspect of 
our relation with the Near East, we have 
there at the same time our weakest and 
strongest point. The weakness of our 
position lies in the fact that we have 
chosen, until very recently, to pursue a 
policy—or a lack of policy—-of political 
isolation from the rest of the world. De- 
spite the fact that we have been involved 
educationally, economically, and cultur- 
ally in the Near East, we have refrained 
from shouldering ou. political respon- 
sibility. During World War I, the Arabs 
of the Near East revolted against the 
Turks and joined hands with the Allies, 
on the strength of promises by the Allies 
that the Arab countries would be set free, 


and ‘of arr-absolute-faith’ in the Pourteen | - 


Points proclaimed by President Wilson. 
At the end of the war, we shrank into 
our isolationism and left the settlement 
of the Near East question to other coun- 
tries. Promises were disregarded, and 
the Arabs felt betrayed and disillusioned. 
They made a final appeal, in a majority 
popular vote to the well-known American 
Crane Commission, requesting the United 
States to be their sponsor and guide dur- 
ing their transitional period into the 
promised freedom. Whatever our rea- 
sons, we chose not to respond. 

However we still have a trump card of 
political and moral influence, if we choose 
to use it. This is the fact that we have 
never been suspected by the Arabs of 
having any imperialistic motives in their 
countries. Our slate is relatively clean. 
Will we take up our responsibility? 


Films and Records 


The Bureau of Visual Instruction has 
added the following films and records to 
its lending library: 


Land of Liberty (8 reels) 


.. This is an, historical. pageant,.pre-... . 
sented in pictures, of the political 
and social provr-ss of the United 
States. Its domu:ant theme is that 
the United States has become great 
because it has consistently and he- 
roically fought for the rights and 
ideals for which it stands. 
“Land of Liberty should be seen 
by every school child, every college 
student, every worker in the -de- 
fense program, every citizen, be- 
cause it will make them proud to 
be Americans. It reveals in human 
terms what democracy means to us. 
It shows what a stake each of us 
has in our land of liberty at a mo- 
ment when the American way is. 
being challenged as never before.” 
eight-page pictorial folder is 
available to film users. 


The Growth of Democracy (10 double- 
faced 12-inch records) 
The Bureau of Visual Instruction 
has recently acquired a set of ten 
double-faced, twelve-inch records 
at 78 r.p.m. These ten records pre- 
sent twenty important episodes in 
the development of democracy and 


democratic rights. With these goes 
a comprehensive Study Guide of 
94 pages containing the scripts and 
suggestive questions.and references 
for classroom work. There are 
two episodes on each record. The 
following episcdes are recorded: 

Magna Charta : 

Beginnings of Parliament 

Freeing of the Serfs 

Mayflower Compact 

House of Burgesses 

Petition of Right , 

New England Town Meeting 

Public Education Begins 

Penn ana Religious Liberty 

Bacon’s Rebellion 

Right of Habeas Corpus 

Indictment of Slavery 

Locke on Human Rights 

Freedom of the Press 

Search and Seizure Issue 

Stamp Tax—Proposal 

Stamp Tax—Opposition 

American’ Outlook: 1775 ~ 

Declaration of Independence 

The Constitution 
Produced by William. Exton, Jr., 
in collaboration with Harry J. Car- 
man, Ph.D., Columbia University 
and Erpi Classroom Films, Inc. | 
10 records for two days............. ames 
5 records for two days 


Hidden Hunger 


This official film of the National Nu- 
trition Program, starring Walter 
Brennan, has been seen by millioris 
of theater-goers and will be re- 
leased for nontheatrical showings, 
in 16 mm. size with sound track, on 
November 1. A reel of straight nu- 
trition material has been added to 
the film for educational showings. 


‘ The additional-reel tells what foods 


make a balanced diet; how to 
choose them; how to store them; 
and how to prepare them. Spe- 
cific information on meal planning 
is given and meals comparing the 
food requirements of a child, a fac- 
tory worker, and a white collar 
worker are shown. A Teachers’ 
Nutrition Manual and Quiz has also 
been prepared to accompany the 


“Hidden Hunger” is the story of the 
malady from which two out of 
five persons in the United States 
suffer unknowingly. 


pee a ee, Beat 


Entered as second-class matter, 
1926, at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., 
under the Act of August 24, 1912. ; 
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DATE Jan. 23, 1943 INITIATIVE WJG KK] sy TELEPHONE 


prace Washington, D. C. [] FACE To FACE 


SUMMARY 


y I told Mr, Moore that the paper he had inquired 


about, Al-Arous, has been defunct since 1940, 


wy 


OFF icc OF STRATEGIC SERVICES. 
FOSS a” 


RESTRICTED 


witH Mr. Be D. Meritt 
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PLEASE RETURN TOLIBKAK® . 
APEX BINLDING 153 
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lsuavecT Arabic 


INITIATIVE Mr. Meritt BY TELEPHONE 


[[] Face To FACE 


I had asked Mr. Meritt if he could send us some statement 


on an Arabic weekly named Al-Arous, said to be published in Bostm,. 


Mr. Meritt said that it was his recollection that the paper had been 


dead since 1940, 
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MEMORANDUM OF! BONVERSKTION 
PLEASE RETURN 10 LIBKARY 
APEX BINLINNG 153 


WtTH Barry Moore SUBVECT Arabtec 
Department of Justice 


For F.n.8. W. J. Gold 
Date Jan. 14 and 15, 1943 initiative Mr. Moore ~ [x] sy terepHone 


prace Washington, D. C. [] Face To FACE 


SUMMARY 


The Department of Justice had been asked by Canadian 
hy \ 
Censorship for information on an Arabic paper called Al Arous. 
— 


They had no information of any sort. I returned his call and 
told him that we had never read the paper but that our records 
showed it to be a weekly published in Boston at 41 Worcester St, 
Since Canadian Censorship showed some interest in the matter I 
said that I would see if we could ask one of our friends to 


volunteer a general summary of the paper and its personnel, 
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“38 well as that of the two regions now unified with it, is linked ~ 

~ *9 €hat of the other irab countries, and that this thought will 

| fever allow him or his government to forget their duty towards --. 
the other Arab countries, , . Ge EES 2 
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An“editorial by al-Cistas, an Arabie ‘pager published in ~~ 


Sao 


“Mexico Citys acclaims Lebanese indejendenge and the recognition. — nO Og 
thereof: by the eister Resublic of Syria, and expresses the hope 


that nothing more will be heard of PaneArabisit, © - 
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Moslems of Lybia, whose number has been halved after twent 
years of Italian misrule, are jubilant over their emancigation 
from the Itali.n yoke, Their leader, Eayyid Muhanmad Téris ale - 
Sanusi, has expressed his thanks and those of his-followers to. 
the British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Eden, and has assured hin. of 
Moslem support. Bs Tee ay ey aes i a 


‘ 


. This subject still agitates the Arabic-speaking, press in | 
* the United States.. The reaction to the idea, first expressed . __ 
by the editor of Ag-Gameer, has been quick and favorable, and ~ 
is gaining wide support with every pasci.g days * ft mo 


As-Sameor, Jan. 28) 1942 — 
In a sp ,ecial deeciaration, al eines Khelid Baenl., the religic . 


ous head of the Moslem community 3 , 
of its kind in the United States, calls upon his co-religionists | 


in this country to rally behind the govermiert in its all-out 


in Detroit, Micha. the largest. a. a 


effort to defeat the. Axis Powe rs, and ‘urges them to give gener- : 
-gusly for the aupgort of the Red Cress, He further resinad his — 
af@liow-Mosiens that the. democratic institutions of the United | 


- States and the justice of its laws offer the Moslens an ideoloe | 


* \\gheal atmosphere akin to their own, eonducive to their welfare, 
“Be: ‘also appeals. to them to volunteer their services in- ‘the armed | 
: forces wf she country Laid is tight in. its’ eet eniees | 7 


iar, Maronite. Patriarch of the betapen}, whoee ‘spiritual ica 
, : deddarat authorities. in his country resemble those. ofthe. Arche 
SS of Canterbury in England, has,.in' an encyclioul letter, 
-Geclared his supsort of the Allied Gonna and hus singled out - 
» Pregiden’ Roosevelt for spacial praise. and a; prayers,” ‘nding bis « 


we idership’ end: soeuelning: hag. Gesiine, 


Ag-Sameer, February 2, 4, 1942 


«,. . fhe subjeot of an American mandate over Syria and the 
Lebanon still agitates the readere of the As-Samser. So far 
the veaction has been unanimously in favor of the satidate, 
though the danger of increased Zionist aetivity under an 
. Amepigan mandate ie polnted out. ft ie felt that Zionien 
48 perhaps more influential in thie country than in Gveat. . 
“Britain, and, therefore, those who advoeate such a siandate 
- #houZd be prepared for greater Zionist penetration, unless 
the Avabe of Palestine themselves etep selling their Land. 


t aleGharb, February 2, 1942 


~. Aed Pasha aleSa‘id, prime ainister of Iraq, announced 

that Zzaq intends to join the twenty-aix anti~Axis Powers | 
.. - and také“a more active part inthe war on the side of Brifain, . 

pages 6 This announcement has been. received enthusiastically ~ 
» §n Avabiceepeaking circles in this eountry, and it is hoped | 

thas. fraq will immediately join the Demoersacies in the fight 

against the Axta. = a ogy Ne 


. " BhcHoda, February 4, 1942 


 *_&6 farther evidence ia revealed that the Grand Mufti of  .  §E 
 serusgalem was and is sti11 in the puy-of the Axis Powers, and 9 «°° °g 
. ./sonduets on theiy behalf anti~ALiicd propageniia among the Arabs, * 
Che Arabic-speaking preas in this country has called upon all ae 
i ue: Avabe to declare the Mufti a quisiing and to remember that: .. 3am 
- (theiy future. welfare is i’nked with the Allied wietory and the ~~ ~ 


complete defeat of the Axia. 
pi Flee. Pepe hie 


Asealam, January 30, 1942 (Agsalam i¢-publiched in Buenoe Aires) . 


_. dm the antioipation of their spring offendive through aoe 
Korth Afvica and through Turkey, the Germane are conducting . 
intensive propaganda among the Avabe through their quislings: 
the’ Gren@ Mufti and the former prime minister of Iraq, who are 
urging upom the Arabs a generei revolution. Sush a revolution 
de to begin eimultaneously with the German. offensive. ae 
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; ingh 
ee - few weeks ago a Syrian and Lebanese committee Wes 
_ formed tor the. purpose of rateing funds for the Amerieen Red 
ae Gross. ‘The word Syrien figured more proninémtly in the | 
letterhead then the word. Lebanese. This led to heated con= 
~troversy: betwen the two Avabic-speaking groups, end a group 
of prominent Lebanese Americans called for a separate Lebanese : 
“count tes for the Sane purpose. Middle-of-theercad leaders are 
om now ‘trying $0 reconcile the two extreras and keep the first 
- committee, which represents both groups, intact, 
aes | . The controversy 4a being discussed by all the fpabie~ 
_ speiteing papers 33 New York: al i~Hoda echoes the Lebanese s8pe 
| anatiad sentinent; the other side is chaupioned by. Ag-Semeors 
“wale the Hix tat singer qeenesas the middle of ‘the road 
position. | 
A well-informed observer notes thet the reots of the core 
troversy iie muck ceoper than the mere name of the Red Cress — 
conmittes, ‘Though both groups are now Arabic-speaking, ‘they 
have different racial and Peligious | antecedents, The Lebanese 
are the descendants of the ancient Phoenicians, and are now 
by religion Christian. They inhabit the mountain regions of 
the Lebanon and the seashores of Syrie, Shey have always 


- naintained some form of independence; aven under the tubis, 


‘they were exempt from militery ‘duty ang paid the Ottamn 
2 government ne taxes. They were jealous. of their autonomy, 
which they, always maintained, Furthermore, they repeatedly 
| suffered religious persecution at the hands of the Hoplems. 
fhe Last ‘mass massacres took place in 1860, and the memory 
2 > et ‘those. bloody days is etikl vivid in the minds of all 
; in ‘ ze Lebanese. 
- | | ‘Ths Byriené, « on ‘the other handy represent ‘the Hsien 
— _. ma jortty of. the lend, and Live in the interior around ‘such | 
. : # yi metropolises &S. Damancus, Aleppdy Hime, a ete. Perhaps. they 
; have in their veins a greater percentage or Anat Bhoods- ee 
_- ; . Gonsequentty, unlike the Lebsnese, they have alwaye favored. 
| } : peMieArebians white the. Lebanese wore, and still a 
: . ‘onperetats, ca | 
othe postition of the’ Lebsnese in the, Arabte-spesking world 
| (is: is observed) resembles in same: Peapect that of the Ipish, 
2 Ap, ‘the’ British Commonweal th of nations a national ane a relig- os = 
. - ious bradition keeps them apart, and over shadows ” he. herttage 
7 ef a pommoA tongue. 
‘These facts, it La said, should be taken into consideration. 
in all dealings with the Lebanese, especially since they cone 
| stitute over elghty per eont of all the Sp seereenioe tantgrants 
a in the United States. 
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“Anerican Mandate over Syria and the Lebanon 


7 “This subject, still agitutes the Arabic-s, veaking preas in a Wen 
"York, Hitherto the grestse majority of the ‘letters to the editer, 


pane have approved the proposal, the only fear being that the United - 


“States might object. the resyonstbility, Now cones s the first dete 


. ter openly. opposing the proposal on the ground that this war is 


being fought either for: the Liberation of. the world and the esta me 


- bLishmeat of democratic governnents therein, in which cuse, Syria, . 


and . the Lebanon, as well as the other enall nations will ‘gain. their . 


5 Sidepenionos end run their own affairs unmolested agcording to 


“the principles, of the Atlantic Charter; or this war is bein: wagod 
: for ‘the control of such ‘small nations, and ‘the Atlantic Charter: 


ie, a. farce, In that case there would be’ no difference between ne 


| “one tyranny and another, It is better to works. therefore, for. 


eee complete ‘independence, and aesias oneself of any ald, ‘finanoial 


and econonic, which the United States could and might offers. te 
. seek a mandate or a protectorate is an evidence or meaknessy 
- incompatible with national | self respect. — | 


‘Defending the proposal of a United States mandate over 


7% the Arabic-speaking Wear Kast, tlie editor of Ag-Sameer calls © . 


| | i | | 
“attention - the fact. that a closer and a 2 nore astural 7 ‘relation. . i | 
“extets ‘betiveen Syria and ‘Lebanon on the one hand’ snd: the ‘United, ao 


- States on the other, ecsuse of ‘the number of Americans of Syrtan, x 


ane ta nese ‘and Palestinian n origing, | Furthermore, ‘tha realistic: and me ; 
. “otto whieh | be often been: Ampractioul. - Ree 
- What is Y more, _aecording to the editor, | were ‘tie Tait a. 1 State 


amy Ltash goverment for the formation of a , separate ‘t enish anny ne . 
* oft 200,000. men; - to be. stutione a in i Palestine, ostensibly: to ee i. ’ 
> eo Heve. ‘sustralian and | other British units now in the Holy. land’ 86 Heo 
“that they might be: sent elsewhere, brought an alagat inediiate | 
: cn’ ‘veaction from the Arabic-speaking pecs. dn ‘the Dai i 
States, These papers, 4% should be reseubered, represent : a: serene 
-Ssotion of public opinion in the Arabic-speaking, world. 
Mo these papers the scheme constitutes a “veiled effort to 


“farther the e politica! aims of Zionism. They have inquired. 


at 


as 


— atk 3 in Palestine and nowhere else? 


ay e 


a: 


= es ‘the Ashita world re dares, whose Interest 
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a who have nade tne, cause of the s agibies = 


: whe 
Pas 
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orto the: future of al alto 


- Oaty shen the ss s Ponte mee 
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“the vorda - tad 16 000,000 of then. the solution of the entire’ 
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Jewish problem should not be made solely a Palestinian issue, 


AseSayeh, Feb. 16, 1942 
S-pameer, Jan. at & Feb, ay dey LOLA 
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Some of the Arabic-speaking papers in ‘New York have given 
prominence in their columns to a report in the "New York Times", 
February 2lst, of a conference to be held at Cairo on February 
26 for the standardization of educational syllabuses throughout 
the Arab-speaking world. Hitherto pan-Arab conferences were 
held for political purposes of immediate nature. This parti- 
cular conference seems removed from politics. It might, however, 
prove more far reaching than all previous conferences, since its 
ultimate aim is to weld the different parts of the Arabic-speak- 
ing world through a uniform and unified system of education. The 
basis of the so-called Arab Awakening has been cultural in the 
main. The chances for the success of the conference are, there- 
fore, bright, although there will be dissenters, particularly the 
Lebanese, who prefer to remain outside any pan-Arab system, no 
matter what that system might be. | 

Observing the twenty-second anniversary of the Arab Revolu- 
tion, the Emir Abdullah, prince of Transjordan, reinterated the 
aims of the Revolution and counselled his followers and all the 
‘hrabs"® to continue in the support of the Allied cause. Al-Hoda, 
February 25. 

Vichy France's philandering with the Axis Powers is severely 
condemned in an editorial in "Al-Hoda", Feb. 25, while the State 


Department's "cool relations" with deGaulle and the Free French 


are regretted. 

The action of the government of Saudi Arabia in expelling 
from Juddah the +talian Consul has been hailed in As-Sameer, 
February 20, as a step in the right. direction, and is cited as 
evidence of the readiness offfpnSaud to cooperate with the 
democracies. A weak link (it is remarked) in the solidarity of 
the Arabic-speaking world behind the Allied cause may be found 
in the Yemen where the Igalians had some commercial concessions 
and where they expended a great deal of money for gaining a foot- 


hold in that region. It is not unlikely that some of the leaders 


there are pro-Italian. 


Tne editor of “"Al-Hoda" discusses, Feb. 26, the importance 


of the newly constructed railroad line between Haifa and Tripoli 
which, in effect, links Europe with Africa, and hopes that it 

will enable the Allies to augment their preparation against any 
possible attempt by the Axis Powers to sweep through the Near East. 
The peace time importance of the new link is also treated. 

The subject of a United States mandate over Syria and the 
Lebanon still agitates-a section of the Arabic press in New York. 
*nis week's letters to the editor of “As-Sameer" favor the pro- 
position and stress the special relationships which bind the 
Near East to this country. 

According to “As-Sameer", Feb. 24, Dr. Gabriel Turbay, the 
new Colombian Minister to the United States, is of Lebanese 
parentage. His arrival as Minister evoked the applause of the 


Arabic-speaking community in this country. 


-3- 


Writing in "Al Istikal", of Buenos Aires, Jan. 15, on the 
Iraqi rebellion and subsequent flight of Rashid'Ali al-Jaylant 
and the death sentence pronounced against him in absentia, the 
Emir Emin Arslan blames the failure of the rebellion on the dis- 
united state of the Moslems throughout the world, and reminds 
them that they can never shake off the imperialist yoke of the 
West unless they unite. He urges the 300,000,000 Moslems to 
come together and to unite, or else to accept the fate they have 
brought on themselves. So long as Moslems fight Moslems there is 
no hope for either pan-Islamism or pan-Arabism. 

Discussing the extent of the aid given to Britain by Indians 
and other colonials, an unidentified writer, in "Al Istiklal", 


of Buenos Aires, Jan. 15, (quoted in "Al-Bayan", of New York) 


reminds his readers of Britain's broken promises after the World 


War I, especially to the Arabs, and concludes that, judging by 
past performances, it is extremely doubtful that Britain has any 
intention of fulfilling her present promises, particularly to 
India. 

According to "Al-Hoda", Feb. 26, General deGaulle has appoint- 
ed the Lebanese merchant Nakhlah al-'Abed as his personal representa- 
tive among the Lebanese of Mexico. Like the Lebanese of this 
country, thse of the sister republic are partisans of deGaulle. 

The same controversy which resulted from the formation of 


a Syrian Red Cross Committee in New York (see our #4, of Fed.25, 


-h-« 


1942) has reeechoed in Mexico City on the pages of “"Al-Kustas" 
(issue of Feb. 17), the Lebanese Arabic paper in that city. 


The Lebanese of Mexico share with other Lebanese elsewhere the 


separatist stand vis a vis the Syrians. 


acca a ely aie nance 
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> atinounce his: ‘conversion, 1 and wilde impose ¢ Islan upon 
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‘The real purpose of this ts of propeganda, would seen to : 
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: y were fist ‘. 


eee 
.sh fhe: slogan’ of the Party is "Syria for the Syrians". By .~. 


Syrib’ they: mean the: region bounded by: the Taurus Mountains on: the, 
north; : ‘the Suez: Canal’ on the: south (the Sinai- Peninsula ineluded) ; 
the-Me@iterranean Sda on! the west, and the Syrian-Desert. and: the . 
River Tgris:on the east. All the Arabic-speaking: peopless- both 
Syrians, Lebanese, Palestinians, >and. Transjordanians: -- consti- 

i the: population of this. enlarged Syria and-share ibs, comm On. . . 
citizenship. The Jews, however, are excluded. They contend | 
that ‘this: Syria-should assume the leadership af the other: Anabic- 7 
‘speaking. countries, including Baypt, Iraq, and Arabia, proper. 

-{ common. religion should replace the present conflioting: neligions. 


Antone Satadah, the-.supreme: leader of the, Party, is: ait “aa 
referred to by.name....He is galled: "gi-Za' im," Arabic for Der 
Fuhrer. He has.likened himself. to-Sir:Oswald Mosely and to Ait 
ler. ; The organization of the Party, its progranj.-eiits and«slogans, 
as well as -its- religious and racial dactrines, .reflect:a Nazi: | 
spabterm. | et te : 
.. Vichy France and the-Iraq Rebellion of: T9A1 eS, 
.. Insa letter from Beirut,..dated November 22,1941, and pub- 
lished in al-Hoda (the New York-daily published by Salloum Aw 
Mokarzel, a: Christian Lebanese), March 3;.1942, it is stated -that: 
Nuri Pasha al-Said,, present Prime Minister of Iraq and staunch 
supporter of Britain, has declared that the recent rebellion of 
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The reaction to the mandate proposal has been rather favorable 


among the Arabic-speaking groups in this country, with the ex- 
ception of the separatist Lebanese. This observer points out, 
however, that once the United States becomes an active factor 
in the affairs of the Arab-speaking peoples, the situation will 
probably change. 

The quarrel between the Lebanese and the Syrians continves. 
Incensed by As-Sameer's proposal for a United States mandate 
over the Near East, including the Lebanon, the editor of al- 
Kustas, the Lebanese paper of Mexico City, in the issue of 
March 2 reminds the world that the Lebanon is an independent 
country, capable of directing its own affairs, and asserts that 
if the neighboring Arabic-speaking countries now enjoy a certain 
measure of independence, it is the result of Lebanese effort and 
labor. In particular, the editor of al-Kustas resents the use 
of the term "Syrian" which the "unionists" employ to indicate 


the region between the Taurus Mountains and the Sinai Desert. 


Po ere ape pn es 


[oo i$ Lua J 


ea Dewitt Poole (F rad 


hire Tred Ge. Oechsner (KO) 
(Lt. Patricly Dolan) 
f 


Hh Lewis (R&A) 


« 3. % fGleason Ir. (PR) 


mdvard Vason (J.IeCoAe) 
yassell Dorr 

it. e Cottrell (3%) 

Leonard “ilson (ap Dive) 
Halch J, “unche (Afri. Sec.) 


We Le Belin 


For your information and retention 


AUG 17 1943 


Te imaeenanenemematal 


COUNTRY 


SUBJECT 


SOURCE 2 
SUB SOURCE 
DATE OF ORIGIN 


PLACE OF ORIGIN 
NL: 
HIC: IW emhi 


Oe. 
; pin. oss red 
| DEP. Din Is tS 
|_PRP, DIR SO 
| SEquaAT 

GR. St 

WeTO ch 

PIS 
PIR 


CAIRG BP. 
L. 2. 
INSTR. 


A  & 2 caret es 
GS mw. & 
U 


: e°Fice of 


Political Parties 
and the forthcoming elec- 
tions for the XIVth Parlia- | arracnments 
ment 
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oistrisuTeoD August 16, 1943 
July 22, 1943 
Tran SURELEMENEAE aS loISSEMINATION NO. rahe A-9033, 


fhe life of the Iranian Parliament is two years. 
Elections for the current ZIIIth Parliament were heid in 
August, 1941, and the first returns were just coming in 
at the time of the joint British and Russian occupation 
of Iran on August 25, 1941. Thus the present deputies 
were ment who had been hand picked by the dictator, Reza 
Shah, and whe were suddenly confronted with the real 
responsibility for government instead of merely voting in 
favor of policies drawn up by Reza Shah. This XIIIth 
Parliament opened on November 13, 1941, and its term 
expires in November of this year. An Imperial Firman 
Stating that elections for the XIVth Parliament are to take 
place has already been issued, and voting is to begin soon 
after Shahrivar lst (August 24th). The period of the voting. 
is a long drawn-out process, and probably for some time in 
advance martial law will be abrogated to permit public 
meetings and other activities connected with the campaign 
to take place. 


In spite of many rumors, chief of which is that the 
present Shah will attempt to intervene in the elections, 
these elections will undoubtedly be the first free ones 
for many years since the early days of Rega Shah and before 
he had established a machine to assure the election of mere 
puppets. Nearly all of the present deputies will strive 
to keep their seats; the chances of using devious methods 
towards this end are greater in the provinces than in 
Tehran. Many new people will be elected. At least one 
elderly and highly respected opyonent of Reza Shah has 
declared his intention to rum for a Tehran seat, and other 
men will be supported by the reviving political parties or 
by the host of new ones coming into being. 
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fran nas never iad an effective political party in the 
Western sense of the word since the adoption of the Constitution 
in 1906. Teymurtash, the murdered Minister of Court of Reza 
Shah, tried to establish a governmental or majority party of 
the dictatorship calied "Iran-i-Ma" (Our Teen) but had little 
success. The current garties either represent the fractions 
that have been formed in Parliament since 1941 (although they 
have not been very active as groups within Parliament), or 
represent parties established in the lust two years but without 
any deputies as members, or represent parties which have been 
formed in the last few days and weeks. All the parties are 
Waging vigorous cumpuigns to attract recruits to their standards: 
they are orgunized rather on the line of social clubs and mean 
to try to reward active members by finding them jobs, ete. ‘The 
accurucy of the following material on the various parties is 
difficult to guarantee. There is but little published fact 
ue rely on, and the accounts of well informed people often 
isagree. 


An interesting summary of the situation in Tehran is con- 
ester from an editorial of July 12th in the normrtisan paper 
"Iran's . 

STehran elects 12 deputies to Purliament and there are 

now about 1000 candidates for these seats. Tehrun has 
now some 40 newSpapers and is said to have some 20 
political parties. At this moment we in Tehran are 
Speacing about our regained national rights, about 

the crooked leaders of the old regime and the men 
without honor who were .rominent during the past 20 
years. It is good to be able to speak once more of 
freedom and righteousness. But not so easy to do any- 
thing about it: for if you ask anyone you imow to name 
1) really good men from among these 1000 cundidates, 
they are at «a complete loss to do so." 


In this XIIIth Parliament there have been several groups 
or factions of deputies. A few of these groups seem to 
correspond to newly active political oarties. Very little has 
been .ublished on the Purlismentary factions and what has 
appearec Suggests switches of political allegiance by deputies 
as well as tne lack of a definite program or a willingness to 
cooperate with other groups to attain specific ends. Among 
the Lactions weras= 


a n 
1. kttefagnh - (96/\, or "Union". This is a minority group 
wnica has not been active as a group but merely stood for the 
rights of unattached deputies. Among its members were Nizpoor, 
Dr. Taxer, Melexmedani, Or. Sumali. About 40 members. 
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2. Mostaghel «=. or "Independent". Among its members 
Ali Dashtl, Movagher, keshar and Moayed Sabeti. 


3e pttehad ~ své\, or "Agreement", "Unity"... ‘mong Lts 
penuere are E’tebar, Awrang, Rafiti, Seghatol-Islami, Behbehani, 
Lighvant. 


4, Wihan ~ ; or "National Unity"?. Ameng its members 
are Bayat, Merat, Esfandiari, Dr. Malekzadeh, Shahrudi. 


4 
5e Nahid aolf ?, or "Constitution" ?. Among its members are 
Shahrudi, Hargani, Owhadi. 


Fractions °, 3, and 4 had a total of 80 members. The total 
deputies is 136. Several prominent devuties have not been 
affiliated with any of these groups. At a very recent date many 
deputies have switched groups. 


ACTIVE POLITICAL PARTIES 


At the present time the more imvoortant of the political 
varties are as follows:-= 


1. 'Fdajat - Sah Ae > oF "Justice". 


Party newspaners have been Mehre-ieIran, edited by 
Movaghar who is a deputy, and Khorshid-jeTran. Another paver, 
Farda is to appear in a few days and also a weekly magazine called 
Noruz-1-iran. : 


This is the "republican" varty of the country made up of 
the well-to-do: landowners, merehants, lawyers, ete. The party 
is about a year cold. It was begun when Movaghar started the 
publication of Mehr-i-Ivan, (Note. ‘When Rahnama was sent into 
exile by Reza Shah the license for the newspaner Iran was given 
to Movaghar. When Rahnama came back in the fall of 1941 the 
concession for [ran was returned to him and Movaghar started a 
new paper named Mehr-i-~Iran). Movaghar is a personal enemy of 
Soheily, the present Prime Minister. Mehr-i-Iran is one of the 
mDst mecety reed pavers with a circulation of from 10 te 15 
thousand. : 


This party is represented in Parliament by the oSpannel 
fraction. Party members include very important veople in public 
and private life, but there seems to be no single head. Heel: ings 
of the party are rather serious and dignified; the program is 
very vague and the papers publish voetry about the virtue of 
dustice. Members were an ‘Ain £&, pin after the first letter of 
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the party mame and are supposed to come to each other's aid 
in every possible way. This curious idea was given a very 
thorough ribbing in one of the humorous weekliese 


' The party is certainly one of the largest and certaimly 
stands for maintaining the status quo. 


* A 
2. Meyhan Paresten - yl f7", of "Nationalists". 


Newspapers of the party are Meyhan Purestan and Shahbaz. 


The party's slofan is "Iran for the Iranians" and it 1s 
hardly necessary to say that its attitude is rea ea. ge 
Tey believe that anyone and everyone who held an important 
post under Reza Shah is hopelessly corrupt and must be expelled 
fro.i public life. The edStorials of the papers are rather 
violent against Parliament and the current cabinetea.e It clains 
to have groups in towns other than Tehran. Apparently no 
especially prominent peéple belong to the party. 


3. Paysar - Oe » or "Fight®, 


Newspapers: formerly it brought out Nabard and then when 
this wus sugpressed Nabara Emruz which was suppressed after 
one issue. Then after an interval Iran-i-Me was published. The 
editor of this new puper is Jahenjir Tafazeli, an tmimportant 
young man just a few years out of the Tehran Teacher's College. 
More important in the party are the two Lghbals, one who was 
the editor of Nabard and the other uho is a deputy. 


This purty is sup,osed to be fuscist in tendency and is 
wiquestionably anti-~British. It is violently against those 
now in power in Iran. Its appeal is directed primarily to the 
students and the younger people. Probably it has not a large 
peste ot and probably the circulation of Iran-i-Ma is not 
over 1,500. 


a 
4. Hemrahan - Gers or "Socialist". 
Newspaper: Emrug-va-Farda. 


The ,arty is headed by Fateh who is the highest Iranian 
official, Assistant Director, of the Anglo-Iranian Oi1 Company. 
He receives a salary of $1,200 a month and is reputed to be 
very wealthy. He studied in England for at least ten yeurs and 
has written a boox on the economic prospects and future of Ivan. 


This party maintuins friendly relations with the parties 
Iran-i-Javan and Tudeh. On the other hand the party is almust 
universally su, 0sed to have been set up by the British in order 
to comter tiie Russian Tudeh party. 
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in January, 1943 this party issued a 26—page mimeographed 
statement in excellent English entitled "Governments of Tran 
from Autocracy to Democrary". A condensation follows: 


"During the last half century any change in Iren has 
been detrimental to the majority of the people. Even today, 
wnen more than ever before people talk about demogracy and 
the freedom of the masses, the majority are vietims of 
the machinutions of a greedy and selfish minority. ‘In the 
36 years since democracy has been nominally established 
the ruling class has continued to exploit the masses. ‘The 
Ge,uties represent only this ruling class, the class which 
built palaces, created dictators and sings the praises cf 
freedom. Most educated people in Iran have thought that 
the Constitution and the half-baked revolution which ¢aused it 
-oreatcd a true democracy. in order to show ~~ 7 
the truth we give a history of how the "democratic" govern- 
uent wus fouded. 


"In the last. century while other countries fomd a.new 
economic and social life Iran wes uder the autocratic ; 
Kajars. The Shahs, devoid of all imowledge, could treat th 
people as they wished. Tha governors of the provinces were 
princes and shans. POcwer was held by the Grand Vazir and 
other ministers and the secretiries who had good handwriting, 
couid compose poetry ana had soue natural ability. These 
secreturies were dazzled by European civilization and tried 
to encourage the Sheks along these lines. The clergy had 
Souie independence from royal authority and a few held 
enlightened ideas. The Iranians .mew nothing of the outside 
world, had nothing to say in their on affairs and blindly 
submitted to their fate. Still, ideas “rom ebroud made some 
progress through contact with Luropeans and from intelligent 
Iranians who traveled abrowja. Slowly forces built u. towards 
revolution and were aided in this by Russo~British rivalry. 
The British considered the best defense against Russian 
interests in Iran was to favor the Constitutional’ movement. 
Tne Constitutional movem nt included advanced and cltear- 
minded elements, but the masses had no idea of the meaning 
oi freeuom aid were powerless to support them. 


"Thus, as this movement developed, members of the ruling 
Class josed as constitutionalists und took the place of the 
real democrats. Even after the Constitution was estublished, 
the same »rinces and landowmmers kept their power and even 

- expanded it. Sowe merchants benefited but not the great 
masses. Russian intrigues caused Mohammed Ali Shah to take 
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drastic: steos against the first Purliament. On the uther 
hand, there were two foreign influences which aided the 
Persian liberals: *'e British Liberal Party and the 
Russian Socialist Parcy. 


"The first Parliament contained a minority of true liberals. 
The second and third Parliaments had a Moderate party which 
aimed at suyporting the autocratic elass and a Democratic 
party which thought the midule classes should have more rights. 
The first World War brought greut hardship to Iran, especially 
to the masses. 


tafter the war Russia was no longer a menace, but the British 
were in fuvor of a strong government in Iran and they and the 
Capitalists of the country set up Reza Shah. He was concerned 
with enriching himself, with supporting the landowners and 


bringing prosperity to a few new industrialists and many army 


coflisnderse He took certain measures in the wey of reforms 
to guin popularity, but in the last decade of his rule 
corruption was rife and discontent so apparent that he held 
his position only by force. The masses were oypressed by the 
police, the army and a mob of government employees. The 
people had nothing to say, and the puppet Parliament did 
nothing but flatter the Shah. Government monopolies increased 
adi aaa of staples; peasants left the land; and agriculture 
eclined. 


"In August 1941 a slight shocx overthrew Reza Shah, but his 
agents stayed in power, although pretending to be democrats, 
The same landowners and capitalists still control the cotwtry. 
Iranian peasants are still doomed to suffer all their life 
from hunger and to endure every insult. The ruling class 
allows tiem barely a subsistence. The factory workers are. 
no better off, for their wages are hardly enough to buy bread... 
During the past 50 years the hard life of the majority of the 
Iranians has undergone no change. In the world of today it is 
impossible for a country to stand on its feet if all wealth 
oe government are in the hands of one per cent of the poyvula- 
On. ‘ 


"the Socialist Party adaresses their countrymen: -Wake up 
from the deey sleep of centuries; seek your rights and obtain 
them, for rights are not given but taken.'" 


Mardan-i-Kar or Kar, or "Men of Action" or "Action®. 


Newspaper: Weardan—i-<er 
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This party is represented by a very small Parliamentary 
faction called Kar. 


, y 
6. .Lehgan - yr » or "Villagers". 

A workers and peasants party of little importance. 

7. Iran-i-Javen, or "Iranien Youth". 

Newspaper: Eran-i-Jayan, edited by Dr. Suratgar. 

An organization of this name was started as a young people's 
club by Dr. Siassi, present Minister of Education, in the early 
years of Reza Shah. Siassi still is interested in it. It seems 
probable that this party is a youth branch of the Haitrahan party. 


8. HMihan, or "National Unity". 


Newspaper: Eghdam, edited by halali. 
% 


9. Tudeh ~ + , or "Masses or "Rans and File". 


Newspapers: Mardom, edited by Dr. Radmanesh; Rahbar and ~ 
Ragm. edited by Dr. Keshavars. . 


This is the comfmist party of Iran (See A~9032). Lt may 
be sécond only to the Eddlat carty in size. 


| It is ieuded by Soleiman and Iraj Eskandari who have been 
struggling for socialistic principles fof many yéarS, Party 
menbers are factory workers, tallway employees, ete., and it 
Glaius to have strong groups in all the large tows. it 
definitely aims at creating a Glass conscictisness ationg the 
masses of the people. It is the only perty with a sharply 
defined program which has a strong appeal not only to thé mder- 
privileged, but to many of the young Iranians whe seceived fine 
educutions in Europe wider Rega Shah. , 
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FOREIGN POLITICS IN THE UNITED STATES 
Notes on the Arabic Press 

The Arabic Attitude Toward Zionism -- Rumors 

about Turkey -- Propaganda in Iraq -- Closer 

Relations with Ibn Saud -- The Axis Woos the 

Arabic World. 
The Arabic Attitude toward Zionism 

, As a result of some statements made recently in the douse of Lords 

in favor of Ziofism, the New York semi-weekly el-Bayan "regretfully" re- 
opens the Zionist discussion. Continued Zionist influence in Britain and 
"in some government circles in the United States," al-Bayan ..clares, for- 
ces it to err once more that while the "Arabs" are not hostile to 
Britain or to the Jews as such, they must definitely oppose any power that 
desires to enslave them. If Britain snould continue to favor the Zionists 
in Palestine and ignore the legitimate rights of the Arabs, the situation 


in the Near East, al-Bayan warns, might develop along the lines of that in 


the Far East, with as grave conseyuences. 


Rumors about Turkey 

Speculation concerning Turkish intentions concinues to agitate the 
Arabic-speaking press in this :ountry. The New York al-Hoda (March 20) 
and aD Raven Maren 21) state that Turkey's strategic position is obvious 
to both the Allied and Axis Powers, and apprehensively report persistent 


rumors that both ar+ angling for Turkish aid by promising gains to be made 
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at the expense of the Arabic~speaking world. 


Propaganda in Iraq 

As~Sameer, the Brooklyn daily, features on March 24 an interview 
which Dr. Calvin K. Staudt, principal of the American School for Boys in 
Bagdad, gave to the New York Times, and comments on the alleged far- 
reaching influence of Axis radio propaganda, which, it is asserted, has 
converted the masses in Iraq, particularly the ignorant, into partisans 
of Germany. 

(A well-informed student of Near Eastern affairs gives the fol- 
lowing reasons for believing that Dr. Staudt's interview is misleading: 
The voor: jgnorant classes in Iraq do not have access to radios; indeed, 
very few people of all classes ‘in Irag own radios, and those who do must 
obtain a special government license for them. Hence, radio propaganda 
can have but little effect in that country. Actually, our informant con- 
cludes, the masses, like most of the leaders, are not simply pro-German; 
they are anti-German us well as arti-British on the ground that both are 


non-Moslem and "foreigners .") 


Closer Relations with Ibn Saud 

The news that the United States is sending ar agricultural mission 
and a diplomatic representative to the Court of Ibn Saud was welcomed by 
the Araric-language press. The New York semi-weekly Yeraat-ul-Gharb 
(March 27) printed the State Department's announcement that the agricul- 
tural mission, headed by K. S. Twitchell, was or~ nized at the request of 


Ton Saud himself. 
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Both Meraat-ul-Gharb and As-Sameer (March 80) gave prominence to 
a cable from Cairo announcing that Alexander Kirk, United States Minis- 
ter to Cairo, is proceeding to Juddah, where he will present his creden- 
tials as United States Minister to Saudi Arabia. It was reported that 

Mr. Kirk is carrying with him a Garand rifle and two revolvers with 
pearl-studded handles as presents to Ibn Svud. 

Both papers, commenting on Mr. Kirk's new duties, insisted that 
throughout Egyptian, Arab, and Indian circles, public opinion is agreed 
that nothing which Britain might pledge will induce these naapes. te 
throw their active support on the side of the Genocre tte powers unless 


those pledges are guaranteed by the United States. 


The Axis Woos the Arabic World 

A survey of the January issues of the Arabic weekly al-Isiah, 
published in Santiago, Chile, reveals this newspaper's undisguised 
pro-Axis orientation and some of the propaganda devices by the use of 
which the Axis hopes to win over the Arabic-speaking peoples. 

On January 17, under the heading, "News of the Fatherland," 
al~Islah informs its readers of the independence of Syria and the 
Lebanon, and adds parenthetically that the United States Government 
has not recognized the independence of these two "Arab" lands because 
of its Vichy connections. On January *1, al-Islah reports that the 
Arabic-speaking papers in South America, which are still free from 
the "microbes of imperialism," are planning a meeting in honor of the 


Haj Amin al-Husayni, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem. Al-Islah promises to 
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aponsor a similar meeting in Chile "to honor the leader who is beloved by 
over 80 per cent of the Arabic-speaking immigrants in the Republic of 
Chile." 

In the same issue, by way of a commentary on the death sentence 

* 

passed on Rashid Ali al-Jilani, former prime minister of Iraq, ai-Islah 
berates the eeeeaut eau Government for condemning a "great patriot who 
rebelled ggainst British arrogance," and suggests instead that Iraq 
should erect statues for him and for the Grand Mufti, both of whom "are 
devoting their lives to the emancipation of the Arab world." 

"Palestine on Auction Sale" is al-Islah's headline for a report 
that Winston Churchill has offered the Vatican a mandate over Palestine, 
which the Holy Father refused because he has no desire to intervene in 
the affairs of a land which belongs to its Arab population. 

A cable from Ankara published by al-Islah claims that Turkish 
reaction to the appointment of a Jewish-American as United States Am- 
bassador to Turkey has been most unfavorable; the appointment, says 
al-Islah, is an insult to the Turks, who cannot forget the intrigues 
of Mr. Henry Morgenthau, Sr., during the last ware This reaction, 
the paper continues, has r‘rained relations between Turkey and the 
United States, and might even incline Turkey to side with the Axis. 

An editoria; in the same issue is entitled "Jews! The Source 
of att Evil." In the recent presidential elections, incidentally, 
al-[glah supported the candidacy of General Ibanez. 

(An analysis of these stories prepared by a student of Near 


Eastern affairs reveals the shrewdness of their preparation: 
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(It is true that Arabic-speaking people have little conception 


of the delicate nature of American relationships with Vichy, and hence 
have been disappointed by the United States Government's non-recognition 
of the independence of Syria and Lebanon. 

(As for the Grand Mufti, it is quite likely that 80 per cent of 
the Arabic-speaking immigrants in Chile, as well as in Argentine, Brazil, 
and even the United States, sympathize with the Grand Mufti as a martyr 
driven out of his homeland by imperialistic tyrants. In the south 
American countries this sympathy is strong enough to drive the Arabic- 
speaking communities into the arms of the Axis. In the United States, 
however, the Mufti's appeal is only sentimental. Few Arabic-speaking 
Americans would follow the Mufti into the Axis camp, although few would 
condemn him. His prestige has diminished greatly since he made Berlin 
his headquarters, but he remains a symbol of patriotic Arabic aspira- 
tions. The fact that only one Arabic-speaking paper, @l-Hoda, has 
openly attacked his position, while the others observe a discreet 
Silence, is sufficient proof that he is still an idol to many. 

(The story about Palestine is Baaad on the assumption that the 
Pope's interest in the Holy Land may not be unlike his interest in 
Ethiopia. Before the outbreak of the present war, Itelian propaganda 
ifi Palestine worked through Italian missionary schools, which sent 
scions of notable Moslem families to Italy every year. There they 
spent two months sightseeing and receiving instruction in Fascism. 

The whole trip from Palestine to Italy and back to the Holy Land, 


including the two months stay, cost each “visitor" thirty dollars.) 
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Notes on the Arabic Press 


India: Failure of a Mission -- The 
ASmerican Mandate Debate -- The Foreign 
Language Press -- Soviet Moslems -- 
Incidental Intelligence. 


India: Failure of a Mission 

Not India but Britain is being blamed by the Arabic press 
for the failure of Sir Stafford Cripp's attempt to settle the Indian prob- 
lem. F3 ao Wh Ja 
All the Arabic papers in New York and Brooklyn have given prominence ~ 
to A.P. and pe accounts of the negotiations, but only one paper, 
the pan-Islaaic yee has spoken its mind editorially on the subject. 
"We do not, we cannot, understand why Britain does not heed the legiti- 
mate demands of the Indians," says 2l-Bayan (April 14). “What, after 
all, is the difference between granting India independence now and grant- 
ine it at the conclusion of the war? We are certain that this time 
British pledges and promises will be different from those given the 
Arabs auring the last war. But it is apparent that the leaders of In- 
dian resurgence deman¢ . eds rather than words, independence rather than 
" 


promises .. . . they have some excuse - .- - 


(What al-Bayan says and leaves unsaid, comments a well-informed 
student of Near Eastern affairs, probably echoes the sentiments of all 


the Arabic press. The failure of the other papers to comment editori- 


ally on this subject should be interpreted as a sign of disappointment. 


r 
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Furthermore, Al-Bayan, which is pan-Arab and pan-Islam in policy, failed 
to mention, much less defend, the stand of the Moslem League of India. 
The Arabic-speaking peoples, particularly the Moslems, favor the All- 
India Congress, continues our observer. They feel that Britain has de- 
liberately encouraged minorities in India and elsewhere to remain sepa- 
rate. In short, according to this observer, neither the Indians nor 
the Arabic-speaking peoples are ready to accept British promises without 
American guarantees. he Sule 

(But the prestige of the United States in the Near East also has 
suffered from the unsuccessful outcome of the Indian negotiations. It 
is reported that the belief persists among Arabic-speaking people that 
Mr. Louis Johnson, the President's special envoy, told the All-India 
Comeress Jeaders that the United States had given Britain a free hand 
on the Indian problem, whereas the Indians and Arabic-speaking peoples 
expected the United States to exert its influence on the side of Indian 


demands. In the light of these developments, our observer concludes, 


the failure of Uripp's mission has been embarrassing to the United States.) 


The American Mandate Debate 


The Brooklyn As-Sameer’s suggestion that the United States 


ee arma 


accept a Mandate over Syria and Lebanon again becomes the subject of acri- 
ae 1 o# 
; Aafia! ean 
monious debate in the Arabic press. The Lebanese separatist Azzaman o 
NOONE Or 


Buenos Aires (March 11) charges that either As-Sameer is joking or it 
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does not know what it is talking about. How could a people so spiritual 
as the Lebanese be placed under the political tutelage of a power so far 


gone in materialism as the United States of America? As-Sameer retorts 


(April 13) that no other country but the United States has entered the 
war for the defense of an idea. 

(Azzaman, our observer comments, like most Lebanese newspapers, is 
pro-French. Whereas most Lebanese papers reconciled their love of France 
with genuine loyalty to the democratic cause by siding with the Free 


French, some few still follow the lead of Vichy France.) 


The Foreign-language Press 
eat 
In a long editorial, the New York al-Hoda (April 14) dis- 
iri Ricchedto 
cusses the possibility that all foreign-language newspapers will be banned. 


The paper appreciates the difficulties which the Government faces, espe- 


cially since the freedom of the press, a phenomenon so characteristic of 
the United States, is often abused. But al-Hoda hopes that any regula- 


tions that are adopted will not punish the loyal along with the disloyal. 


Soviet Moslems 
On the occasion of 'Id Al-Adha (The Feast of Sacrifice), 
the Grand Mufti of Russia issuec a proclamation in which he urged all 


Moslems to support the democracies and to destroy Hitler, the arch enemy 


of Islam. This news was published in the Buenos Aires al-Jaridah al-Suriyah 


ee A tI 
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al-Lubnamiyah (February 9.) 


ee et 


(There are at least 15,000,000 Moslems in Russia. This minority is 


larger than the combined population of Palestine, Syria, and Iraq, so 
that the Grand Mufti of Russia speaks for a population fifteen times 


as large as that for which the Grand Mufti of Palestine is supposed to 


aay 4 
speak.) 


Incidental Intelligence 


Further evidence of the nationalistic tendencies of the 


1. 
Lebanese is to be found in an article by Ilyas al- 1-Khuri _#1-Murr. published 


rer eee 


see me 


in al-Hoda (April 16). The article laments the fact that the second gen- 


eration of Lebanese in this country do not retain the language of their 


parents, and proposes therefore the establishment of a Lebanese Univer- 


sity in Washington or community schools in each locality having a Leban- 
ese colony. (The editor of al-Hoda has repeatedly urged his readers to 


remember that their first loyalty is to the United States.) 


es 


The extreme pan-Islamic al-Fitrah al- ee of Buenos Aires 
on aeeentieeeneniiaainn Tre 


comments (February 19) on the activities of ‘the ‘Grand Mufti of Palestine 
and Rashid ‘Ali Al-Jilani as they move between Berlin and Rome, and de- 
clares editorially that the liberation of Islam and the restoration of 


the Arabs to their rightful place in the world depend upon an Axis 
victory. 


Three New BS Arabic papers published the news that at the invi- 
i) 
tation of Antonius Bashir, Archbishop of the Syrian Orthodox Church in 
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North America, the prelates of the Serbian, Russian, Greek, Rumanian, 
Polish, Carpathian, and Ukrainian Orthodox churches in the United States 
and North America met in council and issued a proclamation in support of 


the United States and the allied nations. The communicants led by these 


prelates number 6,000,000 in tkis country and some 200,000,000 through- 


out the world. 
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The United States as a "#osieom Power" -- i AB- 70 q 
The Arabic-Speaking People and the Pro- 
posed Jewish Army -- The Ailied Position 


in the Near East -- The Mufti and the PREMERA IG PMT 
Arabic Press -- Christian vs. Mostem in 

the Near East -- Freedom for "Oriental ® 

Peoptes. 


NOTES ON THE ARABIC PRESS I 


The United States: Stimulated by the Republican Party's recent 

A Hoslem Power rejection of isolation, the Brooklyn as-Sameer 
(April 23) turns its attention once more to the 

proposed American mandate over Syria and the Lebanon. The editorial de- 

clares that the suggestion should now receive universal support, since 

most of the objections were based on the assumption that many Americans 

opposed such "entanglement." 


That the United States currently enjoys great prestige in the 
Arabic-speaking world can be deduced also from an article quoted by @l- 
Hoda (May 1). The author is Sirdar Ikbal Ali ‘Shah, and the material 


by the British Broadcasting “Corporation in London. The gist of the ar- 
ticle is that the United States, like Great Britain, can be considered 
among the leading Moslem powers since 500,000 Moslems (including those 
of the Philippine Islands) live under the American flag. The article 
dwells on the freedom, prosperity, and culture which Moslems have en- 
joyed and still enjoy under benevolent American rule. 


On April 21, as-Sameer reported a meeting of "some of the notables 
of the Lebanon" which was called for the express purpose of developing 
ways and means to support the United States in the present war. A reso- 
lution was passed to submit a memorandum through the American Consulate 
in Beirut to express Lebanese gratitude to the United States. The meet- 
ing was presided over by a former prime minister of the Lebanon. One of 
the speakers mentioned in particular the indebtedness of the Lebanese to 
American institutions of learning, and the cultural bonds which unite the 
two countries. 


The Jews and Commenting on the declaration of fifty-seven Reform 
a@ Jewish Army Jewish rabbis against the formation of a separate 

_ Jewish Army in Palestine, al-Bayan (April 18) wel- 
comes the statement of these rabbis and reminds the Zionists that the 


a a a a en 
COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


Number 30 May 15, 1942 


Arabs ure not anti-Semitic. The Arabs themselves are Semites, and Jews 
in every age, according to al-Bayan, have lived among Arabs and Moslems 
free from persecution. Nevertheless, the Arabs are definitely opposed 
to political Zionism, which hopes to make Palestine Jewish. 


The Allied Position In a lengthy editorial al~Hoda (April 22) takes 
tn the Near East up the question of Hitler's next move, discus- 

Sing the possibility of his using Laval for the 
reconquest of Syria and the Lebanon for Vichy France and ultimately for 
Nazi Germany. The attitude of the Syrians and the Lebanese towards such 
a move would be of the utmost importance. Would they rise in support of 
the Allies as the people of the Philippines rose in support of the United 
States, or would they act as did the people of Burma? 


According to al-Hode, if Vichy France were still in control of 
these regions, the inhabitants would, in all likelihood, be indifferent. 
Now the situation has changed. The Free French and the British are do- 
ing their best to feed the people, who have gained also a larger share 
in the conduct of their government. The editorial points out, therefore, 
that the people of Syria and the Lebanon have something to fight for, and 
that they will support the Allies in the event an attempt is made by either 
Hitler or Laval to recapture the country. No more than this should be ex- 
pected of them, since they have no say in the conduct of the war. 


The Mufti and Al-Hoda continues its policy of attacking the Grand 
the Arabic Press Mufti and asserting that those who do not speak 
against him are for him. Meanwhile the other Arabic 
papers in this country in general avoid the subject of the Mufti, bringing 
it up only to deny the charges made against them by al-Hoda. Thus As-Sayeh 
(April 20) sarcastically says in reference to the editor of al-Hoda and 
his newspaper: "That newspaper man continues to say, ‘Allah be praised! 
We have attacked the Mufti; what moze does America need as proof of our 
loyalty?'...The American Government would take into custody anyone aiding 
the enemy. According to that comic paper, this means anyone who does not 
attack the Mufti." 


Al~Hoda's editor sticks to his argument firmly, retorting (April 27) 
that As—Sayeh, like As-Sameer, is a Mufti partisan and hence disloyal to 
American democracy. 


(A student of Near Eastern affairs comments that the silence of the 
Arabic press on the subject of the Mufti cannot be construed as evidence of 
disloyalty to the United States. In its final analysis, the acrimonious 
controversy between al-Hoda and the other Arabic papers is personal. Al- 
Hoda hopes to please the separatist Lebanese elements in this country and 
hence attempts to bait other editors to attack the Mufti.) 
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Christian vs. Moslem The traditional Near Eastern struggle between 
in the Near East Christians and Moslems is reflected in the Buenos 
Aires al-Jaridah ol-Suriyah al-Lubnaniveah, which 
replies (February 26) to an article by “al-Sha'ir al-Qarawi” (The Village 
Poet) in another Arabic paper in Buenos Aires. Al-Jaridah cites the ex- 
amples of Algeria and Morocco -- where there are practically no Christians 
and where the yoke of foreign rule is firmly fastened; and Egypt -- where 
a sizable Christian (Coptic) minority has labored side by side with the 
Moslem majority and made Egypt the leading Arabic-speaking country. The 
paper also relates how, under the rule of Feisal I and the Nationalist 
Committee, Christian-Moslem cooperation reached its height in Syria. 


(An observer points out that one of the main reasons why the 
Lebanon is separatist lies in the fact that it is predominantly Christian. 
Christians throughout the Arabic-speaking world have consistently held 
themselves apart from the Arab nationalist movement, although in some 
instances they have supplied the cultural leadership of such movements. 
They have also attached themselves to foreign powers -- the Maronites of 
the Lebanon to France, the Greek Orthodox to Czarist Russia, and the few 
"Protestants" to Britain.) 


Freedom for In an editorial headed "The Oriental Peoples 
"Oriental" Peoples Attain Liberty," al-Jaridah al-Suriyah al- 

Lubnaniyah (March 5) states that a number of 
"Oriental" peoples see in the present crisis the golden opportunity of 
regaining their independence. This is particularly true in the case of 
India. But the danger of other dominations has compelled, these peoples 
to pause. Thus the Philippines, in the face of the Japanese threat, 
sought to remain under American rule, and the Moslems there have vowed 
to support the United States. Similarly, the Moslems of India would 
rather continue under British rule. This, says al-Jaridak, shows that 
the Moslems have cast their lot with the democracies. 


The willingness of ruling countries to grant these subject 
peoples independence reminds us, the editorial continues, of the face- 
saving device of the Ottoman Sultan who granted Tripoli its indepen- 
dence when he realized that he could not hold it against the Italian 
invasion. Is the case of the "Oriental" peoples at the present time 
to be the same as that of the people of Tripoli then? Independence, 
the editorial insists, must mean more than mere recognition granted 
begrudgingly. 
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Who supports the Grand Mufti? -- The} 
Arab National League -- The Arabic-— | 
speaking peoples’ attitude toward 
}Britain and the United States in the 
Near East. 


The Mufti and the The insistence of Al—Hoda that those editors of 
Arab National League Arabic papers who do not explicitly attack the 
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem implicitly support his 
pro-Axis stand has now brought the issue out into the open. The Brooklyn 
As-Sameer (May 11 and 12) denies categorically that it has defended the 
Mufti. It supported the Palestinian Arabs before the Mufti came into 


power and will continue to support them now. But As-Sameer does not sym- 


pathize with the Mufti's current position. 


Al-Hoda has also drawn a reply (May 15) from Habib 
I. Katibah, secretary of the dissolved Arab National League, which this 
Lebanese separatist paper accused of being loyal to the Mufti and hence 
disloyal to the United States. 


"In the first place," Mr. Katibah points out, "the 
Arab National League was dissolved before the United States entered the 
war, and before the Mufti's flight to Berlin. How can you then say that 
the Arab National League supports the Mufti in his present policies? 


"In the second place, the Arab National League was 
organized for the defense of the Arab cause in general and for that of 
the Palestinian cause in particular. How could this be interpreted as 
disloyalty to the United States?... 
et tenement 
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"Third, the overwhelming majority of the members oes) | 
of the Arab National League, like myself, do not approve either the 
Mufti's present policies or his flight to Berlin. We regret that he did 
not seek political refuge in Egypt or in Saudi Arabia, both independent 
States which have the right to offer asylum to political refugees. You 
must not forget, however, that it was British imperialists who have driv- 
en the Mufti to the lap of Hitler... Do you for a moment think that Brit- 
ain acted with equity toward the people of the Near East and India? Do 
you think that it tried in earnest to gain their confidence before the 
present crisis?... 


"The Arab National League no longer exists. If, 
therefore, you have political enemies among the other Arabic-speaking 
editors, please confine your criticisms to them and let the members of 
the dissolved Arab National League alone." 


Britain and the A significant distinction is being made by the 
United States in editors of the Arabic press in their treatment of 
the Near Kast the British and American roles in the Near East. 
In general, there is a tendency to be wary of Brit-~ 
ish promises and British actions and to insist that the cause of democ- 
racy in the Near East can be safeguarded only by a disinterested power 
like the United States; for this reason the editors welcome every oppor- 
tunity to emphasize the growing American participation in Near Eastern 
affairs. Thus the New York Al-Akhlak (May 8) and Meraat-ul-Gharb (May 6) 
voice their enthusiasm over the arrival of 'Ali Jawdat al-Ayyubi, Iraq's 
first Minister to the United States. Previously (May 4) Meraat-ul-Gharb 
gave front-page prominence to the news of the extension of Lend-Lease aid 
to Iraq and Iran. As-Sameer, foremost exponent of the proposal of a 
United States mandate over Syria and the Lebanon, expresses its approval 
(May 21) on the arrival of United States troops in Syria to reinforce the 


British garrison stationed there. 


The attitude of the Arabs toward Britain is most 
clearly evident in discussions of the Indian problen§. The pan-Islam al- 
Bayan, which was the only Arabic paper to express freely its disappoint- 
ment over the failure of Sir Stafford Cripps' mission ~ a failure which 
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it attributed to the attitude of the British (see Number 21 of this se- 
ries) - has published two additional ciscussions of this subject by 
Farid abu-Muslih of Detroit. Seeking to explain Mahatma Gandhi's unfa- 
vorable reaction to the recent American troop reinforcements in India, 
the first of these articles (May 7) points out that Gandhi surely under- 

_Stands that the United States has no territorial ambitions. His objec- 
tion to the landing of American troops in India must therefore be based 
on: 1. the high hopes with which the Indians regarded the United States 
in the capacity of an intermediary in the Cripps negotiations; 2. the 
frequently irresponsible treatment of Indian problems by the American 
press. In the first place, the United States was expected to perform 
the miracle of reconciling Indian and British antagonism. In the second 
place, the American press, in the opinion of the Indians, has supported 
Britain without regurd for the legitimate demands of India. 


The second article by Farid abu-Muslih (May 21) 
blames the failure of the Cripps mission on Britain's approach to the 
problem from the angle of military considerations only, which meant that 
no real effort was made to solve the problem of Indian political aspira- 


tions. 
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NOTES ON THE ARABIC PRESS 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


Zionist and Arab: The intensification »f Zionist activity in the past 
The Problem of Palestine month has quickened the apprehensions of Arabic- 
speaking groups in this country. "Roosevelt Revives Zionist Hopes" is the 
politely reproachful headline used by the New York semi-weekly Meraat-ul-Gharb 
(May 27) in reporting the President! 's letter to Senator Wagner on the occasion 
of the American Palestine Committee's celebration dinner on May 25. The paper 
offered no comment. 


After the June 1-2 meeting of the non-Zionist Reform Rabbis in Atlantic 
City Meraat-ul-Gharb editorially quoted (June 3) the outspokenly anti-Zionist 
statement of Rabbi Morris A. Lazaron, calling it "The Words of a Wise Rabbi." 
The editorial goes on to outline the difficulties of the Palestine probiem 
and the desirability of seeking a solution, but not at a time wher Great 
Britain and the United Nations are fully occupied with more vital and more 
urgent issues. 


What it speaks of as the Zionist desire to strike a bargain when Britain 
is in the midst of grave difficulties, the editorial condemns while it com- 
mends the Arabs who, it is said, have decided to desist for the present from 
anything which might be embarrassing to the Allied cause. The Arabs, accord- 
ing to the editorial, know that the Atlantic Charter will include the Arabs 
of Palestine, especially because theirs is not merely a claim but a right. 
Furthermore, it is unlikely that the Four Freedoms advocated by the President 
of the United States will be withheld from Palestine's Arabs. 


Meraat~ul-Gharb'’s editorial concludes that the Arabs of Palestine have 
cast their lot with the democratic nations, and, praising Rabbi Lazaron's 
statement, adds: "It is therefore superfluous to state that the ultimate 
good which the leaders of the world, like the wise President Roosevelt, are 
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now plenning for the entire community of nations miiitates against such | 
avaricious greed with which the Zionists continue to render the Palestine 
problem more and more difficult. They approach the question from their own 
particular SLENADOTNYS ‘without any regard to the general interest and ‘good. 


Free French in From Beirut comes the news published in the New York Al-Hoda 


the Near East (June 3) that the Free French have undertaken to accelerate 


their literary activity in the Near East. In particular, it is reported (as 
of February 20) that a special company with a capital of 60,000 lires has 
been organized by a group of Free French writers to spread French culture. 
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MEMORANDUM: Arabic Press in the United States 


No Jewish Army! The Arabic press in the United States betrays no 
indication of softenin ahs resistance | to the agi- 
tation for a separate Jewish army. Both al-1 -Hoda, and As-Sameer of New 
York call attention to the "wisdom and foresight" of Governor 1 Lehmar's 
anti-Jewish-army speech delivered at the mass meeting held in Madison 
Square Garden on July 21 to protest against Nazi atrocities. As-Sameer's 
editorial (July 23) enumerates the dangers which might result from the 
creation of a Jewish force, and stresses particularly the possible dis- 
turbing effects on-Arab and Moslem opinion. 
ai dd 

Two editorials in the Pan-Islamic 4l- Bayan July 28 and 30) condemn 
current Zionist agitation. (Al-Bayan on July 16 cheered the statement 
of the Iraqi Minister in Washington, ‘Ali Jawdat al-Ayyubi, who asserted 
that "it is not in the interest of the Allies to form sucl. an army in 
Palestine, since it will inevitably lead to arousing the suspicion of 
the Arabs."- Ecstatically Al-Bayan exclaimed "History repeats. The 
first Saladin came to the. rescue of a Palestine in agony. Palestine is 
again suffering the agony of a threatened existence; and lo, a descen- 
dant of Saladin comes to its rescue." On July 2 Al-Bayan censured the 


Zionists for taking advantage of the present crisis to press their 


claims: "The only ray of hope for the small nations and for the Arabs 
is found in the United States, which was founded on Justice and built | 
upon the principles of freedom. Surely this government will see to it 
that all peoples will be given their rights.') 


Axis Propaganda In an editorial (July 27) the editoér of the Brooklyn 
; As-Sameer reports an attack on his paper and other 
Arabic-language papers in this country for their espousal of the demo- 
cratic cause of the United Nations. As-Sameer's reply takes the form 
of a renewed pledge of loyalty to the United States while it attacks the 


. Nazi mercenaries among the Arabic press and copmunities in Argentina. 


The attack on 4s-Sameer was made by Azgubgha. an Arabic paper published 
in Buenos Aires by Yibran Massuh; it is the official organ of Antone 
Sa'adah, leader of the so-called "Iron Shirts" and self-styled Syrian 
"Fuehrer" (al- Za! am). 
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Al-Hoda (June 30) and al-Bayan (July 2) feature a translation of an 
article published in the New York Daily Mtrror on the subject of Axis 
propaganda in the Near East and the possibility of a general Arab up- 
rising against Britain. The headquarters for the dissemination of this 
propaganda is said to be the German Embassy at Ankara, and its ace mer- 
cenary the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem. The article points to the contin- 
ued neutrality of Egypt as evidence of a pending "Arab" rebellion. — 


Phebe as 
Count Sforza The suggestion made by Count Sforza at the Norman W. 


Harris Memorial Foundation for the Study of Inter. 
national Affairs, that Syria and especially Iraq offer a better outlet 
than Palestine for Jewish mass immigration, is reported by the Feder- 


PRET 


ation Herald of Boston (‘uly 14) and al-Hoda (July 20) without comme::t. 


- But an editorial in al-Bayan (July 25) takes issue with the Count, re- 


minding him that Palestine is a land as sacred to the Moslems as it is 
to the Christians and the Jews. The Jews have never been hated in Arab 
lands, says al-Bayan, but Zionism is abhorred and will always be fought. 


The War in Turning temporarily from its usual theater of interest, 
the Wear East Al-Bayan (July 11) warns its Arabic-speaking readers 
that despite their legitimate concern over the fate of Egypt and the 
Near East, they should not forget that the Russian front is more im- 


portant. 


An article and an editorial in Al-Bayan (July 16) speculate on 
Turkey's position. Both warn the Turks against closer collaboration 
with the Axis. The article further charges Turkey with the desire to 
regain the Arab territories it lost after the First World War. 


Pe In an earlier (June 27) editorial entitled "The Arabs of Libya," 
Al- Bayan reflectively remarks that one day we hear of the flags of the 
United Nations waving over Libya, and on the next day we hear of the 
Axis flags replacing them, but we never hear a word about the miser- 
able native inhabitants whose homes have been blasted and whose fate 
seems to be that of a football kicked about by the contending warriors. 


(2572) 
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Is it the fate of the Arabs, the editorial asks, to foot the bill for 
some one else's feast? : 

An article | by a Moslem Dy a Shafiq, | is reproduced from 
al-Sabah in al- Akhlak (July 31). It speaks in glowing terms of the ex- 
isting friendship between Ibn Saud and Britain, and of the recent visit 
paid to Egypt by the Prince Mansur, son of Ibn Saud, at the invitation 


of the British Government. 


Several statements by leading Iraqi personalities on recent devel- 
opments in Egypt and on the attitude of Iraq in the present conflict 
are quoted by al-Hoda (July 29) from the Egyptian paper al-Dustur... The 
statements pledge support to Egypt and predict the final defeat of the 
Axis Powers. The Speaker of the Iraqi House of Representatives is 
quoted as saying that "it is the earnest desire of every true: Arab and 
every devout Moslem that the Axis Powers be defeated."- Al-Hoda's edi- 
torial commends the Iraqi leaders and expresses pleasure at what it 
calls "a change of heart in Iraq." 


¥ 


; ] 
Pan-Islamism A letter addressed by ai~Shaykh Khalil al-Rawwaf to 
the Moslem world is published by Al~Bayan without 
comment (July 9). The writer states that hitherto, Moslem countries 


have acted individually and often against one another. Recently, 
however, a new trend. has become evident: the Moslem countries are 
acting more and more together. The first manifestation of this, trend, 
according to the letter, was the united action with which the Moslems 
throughout the world supported their fellow Moslems in Palestine 
against the threat. of Zionism. This heartening action ushers in a new 
era: al1 Moslems will act as one community, bound by one faith, and 
moving towards the great event of the restoration of Moslem glory. 


(2572) 
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interest to reproduce what a distinguished Oriental,living in 
the U.S.A.thinks and believes to know about what is happening now 
in the world.Ths more as the person in question is doing consider~ 
able business in connection with imports from his country which 
is Afghanistan, in fact is the head of the Afghan-American Trade 
Go.in N.Y, i 

l.Germany, As far back as last October he was convinced 
that the biggest part of all anti-German stories were outright 
propaganda-lies.Naturally the Jews would be biased by their fate, 
butJews should not Teally mind, because they did not belong to the 
Occident at all and should rejoin the community of oriental people, 
which soon would really rule the world,the western civilization 
being doomed, 

&.Russia. Russia would not be able to resist Germany, 
Communiem will be crushed in Russia by Bolsheviem(!)...Revolution 
would ravage all countries.Asia will be free and become the new 
centre of the world with ite hundreds of millions of people, 
Bolshevism seems to him who is very wealthy and violently anti- 
communist some creed,directed at the liberation of certain parts 


of Asia. 
3.Jdapan.iIn November he predicted that Japan would be 


in the war in a few weeks,(!)This would -~ in any case - mean the 
end of European influence on the oriental world; 


4.U.8.4, America has neither reason or chance to oppose 


Japan,Since then he thinks that the war in the Sar East is 
virtually over.He is convinced Japan does not want to attack 
Australia.If India will be free — and ehe will,thean Asia will 
organize itself aftez its own lines. America has no business 
to interfeze with that evolution and in any case will not be 
able to do anything about it.as far as Europe is concerned, 
America has nothing to gain by its support of England,but to 
tisk contamination with European revolutionss. 

5,Asked about anti-semitic feeling among the 
Arab world he affizrms,* at the Jews and Arabs are brethren, 
that Islam never persecuted the Jew and never will and that 
all the trouble between Jews and Arabs is the fault of the 
British.Once British influence liquidated,the homecoming 
of the Jewish people into the world where they belong would 


be the most natural and simple a 
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SYRIA AND THE LEBANON 


A memorandum on its geography, topography, 
climatic conditions, strategic position, hydrography, 
health, political institutions, man power, 
and other factors in its military potential. 


Prepared at 


The Institute for Advanced Study 
School of Economics and Politics 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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SYRIA AND LEBANON 


Geographical Position 


The Levant Statee under French mandate — the Republic of Syria 
and the Republic of Lebanon - cover a total area of about 57.900 square siles. 
These territories sre roughly in the ehape of a triangle, one side of which is 
formed by the Mediterranean coast, and are bounded on land by Turkey, Iraq, 
frans-Jordan, and Palestine. 

Starting from the southwestern corner, the Syro~Palestinian frontier 
vegins on the coast at Cspe Bheea~Rakoara: 20 kilometers south of Sour (Tyre), 
follows the line separating the Wadic M-Doublen, Hl-dyun and El-Serba to the 
north from the Wadis Fere-Kourourm and Kerkéra to the south (the two latter thue 
being in Palestinian territory); then, contiming eastward, the border follove 
the watershed between the basin» of the Jordan and the Litani, thue rising 
northward to the village of Metulla (in Palestinien territory), then to Banias, 
follews the railway from Banias to Kuneitra, up to Skek, takes the walley of 
Wadi-Jehare, follows the eastern bank of the Lake of Tiberias, leaving in 
Palestinian territory the Semakh-Hl-Heme section of the railway, then goes up 
the Yarmouk Valley along the right bank of that river; then, in the upper 
eection of the Valley, the frontier crosses the Yarmouk, edges to the southeast, 
passes south of Deras, continues to a point 10 kilometers south of Nestb-Intan 
and then proceeds across the desert in a straight line to the northeast up to 
ADou-Kemal on the Euphrates. From there the frontier proceeds in a straight 
line to the mertheast as far es Rounélian-Keul. Thence it follows the ancient 
borders of the Ottoman vilayetes of Diarbekir and Mossoul to the Tigrie River, 


following the river to Gesiret-Ibn-Omer. From that point, the Turco~Syrian 


frontier edges sharply to the west to meet the Mediterranean coast. Sone 


~~ 


750 meters southeast of Gesiret-Ibn-Omar it starte tovards Nisibin, Rae~el-Ain, 
following approximately the Baghdad Railway, it passes immediately south of 
Killig and Karnaba, north of Marsowa; after reaching the Kara-Scu Hiver, the 
frontier, ‘eonformity with the arrangements signed at Ankara on Jane 23, 1939, 
@iges southwards, leaving to Turkey the Alezandretta sandjak. The frontier 


ends at the sea, following the bottom of the ravine north of Bachourte, then 


the Wadi Kara-Dourane which falls into the Mediterranean. 


The territorivs thus delimited cerve ac a link between Mesopotania 
end the Mediterranean, between the great decert of Arabia and Anatolia. They 
have alvays played e role of presicr importance for communications between the 
Mediterranean countries and those of the Persian Gulf as well as between the 
Red Sea countries and those of the Black Sea. Tie French Levant occupies 
today, as in ancient times, an important strategic position’ it comands in 
the heart of the oriental hemisphere the great routes east to west es well as 
these north to south, by land and by air. 

fo the following discussion which will assist in determining the 
fighting strength of Syria and Lebanon, we shali add to complete certain para- 
graphs a few special maps and sketches, but it will also be of value to refer 
to the maps drawn up and published by the "“fopographical Bureau of the French 
Troops in the Levent® (Bureau Topogrephique des Troupes Francaise au Levant), 
at least the 1/1.000.000 map of the Buresu and, if possible, the reconnaissance 
map of 1/50.000. Failing these, maps of the big atleses (Sticler, Vivien de 
St.-Martin, or the Atlas des Colonies Francaises) could be used. 


Je 


Topography of Syria and Lebanon 


The Levant States are & country of highlands; really mountainous 


relief predominates only in the soastel regions while the interior is 6 land 
of confused plateaus and hills. 

In the west, along the coast, the topography is thue very rugged and 
eharply oriented north-south in ite main demarkations. ‘Ye find there two 
alignments of mountainous massifs, the sides of a median rift-valley running 
in the sane direction which ie considered the northern extremity of the huge 
eeological rift-valley continued by the Red Sea and the system of the great 
African lakes. Thie large and long north-south depression called Bekaa or 
Coelé-Syria (hollow Syria) is the chief feature of western Syria and must 


serve as the focal point ef any topographical study. 


The Coastal Ranges 


Between the Mediterranean coast and the Bekaa stretches the moat 
imposing systes of mountains in the Levant States, one which not only includes 
the higheet altitudes but is also the most continuous. These mountains consist 
of three fundanental maselfs separated by transverse depregsions: the Amanus 

' to the north, the Jebel Ansarieh in the center, and the Lebanon to the south. 
Each of these massifs is icolated, very difficult to access and crossing. 
Communications between the coast and the interior have always been through the 
two large breaches separating these masses from each other: on the north the 
Orontes walley with Antioch leading to Aleppo, in the center tha Tripoli~Homs 
chaame 

The mountaine reach to the sea. The coast is ande up of a string 


of rocky Capes constituting peninsulae, headlands, often with hich vertical 


To he Pee 


cliffs; between these mountainous pronentories discontinuous portions of 
coastal plain have been formed, sometinzes epreading out and bearing rich 
harvests, sometines ecarcely leaving space for a emall town or willage. Only 
@ narrow footway running between the rocky cliffs and the sea, almost at soa 
Level, sometimes even broken by the sea or by the mouth of a river, a path wheee 
continuity hae been establiched by man, connects these areas of coastal plain. 

the mountain massifs following the coast have a general orientation 
S.S.Wo-N.N.E.; they are forzed of domes generally with an axis in the same 
direction, separated by synclinal sones of the same orientation. But over 
these tectonic influences there have been many others! torrente with their 
channels oriented rather on an east-west axis; then karstic erosion in the 
calcareous rocks causing an abundance of closed depressions. All thee factors 
heve formed a confused topography of heights and depressions with no sharply 
distinguishable guiding lines when viewed fren their uidst. 

The Auanus waseif in the north is the easiest to penetrate in spite 
of ite high altitudes? the highest peaks, reaching 2550 meters, are te the 
north. The dmanus, the larzest part of which is now (since the cession of the 
Alexandretta eandjak) in Turkish territory, is a tauric fold with a topography 
slightly more Alpine than the southern gageife. On the Turko-Syrian border | 
the topography is -stremely rugged, with deep valleys, narrow gorges separated 
by bold and jagged ridges. 

The Jebel Ansarich, south of the Orontes, is not so high: the highest 
peaks reaching 1600 meters are on the east, on the ridge directly overlooking 
the great interior rift-valley of the Bekaa. The Jebel is for the most part an 
impenetrable tangle of hills divided by narrow, very steeply banked valleys, its 
total breadth ranging from 30 to 35 kilometers. ‘The average altitude of these 
hills increases fron the coast to the interfer until we find outlined ridges 
of truly imposing dimensions with an orientation north-south, parallel to the 
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the map the Jebel Ancarien appears 
fhe crusaders 


axie of the great cave-in of the Bekaa- On 


clearly what is ist impenctrable. It has proved eo in history: 
try of Assassins 


successful that 


were at great peins to subdue this mountaia region, the Coun 
Guacnichin, sxckers of Haghish), whose guerrilla warfare was 3° 
the word assasain hac resained 8 substantive acaning murderer « 


Cn the south the Jebel Ansarieh slopes gmtly towards the great 
depression of Tripoli-Home in which flows the River Hahr el Kedir. Kear the 
center of this breach in the mountainous barrier rises a larce butte which 
reaches an altitade cf 1050 meters and comanie = view of the whole passage 
towards Hous and eastern Syria. 

On the south stand the Lebanon mountains, which continue as far as 
the frontier of Palestine and constitute by far the most imposing range of the 
Levent States. The highest peake reach 3059 meters in the Jebel Maknel. ‘the 
Leban « is a veritable wall overleekiag the ceactal plains ani the blue sheet 
of tha ‘e@iterranean on the one side ani the arid plain of the Bckaa ea the 
ether. Ite cliffs on the coast often reach a height of more than 1000 meters 
im the region of Beirut ani Tripeli. It is only im the scath near the 
Palestinian frontier that the range falis to lower altitudes and becsues Bore 
epen ani less massive. 

On the north the Lebanon ie fomed by « mountain tabule stretching 
cut M.H.2.~8.S.¥., with a breadth of 20 to 26 xllometers and an average altitule 
of 1000 to 1500 meters, everywhere surrounded by very steep slepes. Upon this 
mascif are standing, superimposed, the remnants of? another! the plateau of 
Kornet~se-Sacuda (3089 meters) and the Sannin (2628 meters). On the west thie 
high massif is bordered from the Akkar plain to Djebafl by a sone of enall hills. 
from Djsda#l to Beirat it constitutes the scacoast. Further te the south where 
the altitute is lower the massif breake into fraguents ani becomes & rugged 
plateen with fractures runy .4é 4m various directions, sloping gently to the 


ecath and east. 


aes 


on the west, overlooking the coastal plains, the Lebanese bank has 


been battered by the waves which have plowed out frequent desp corges. Yor 
the most part it stanie vigorously upright, an ebstacle to anyone approaching 
from the coast. The aiddle mountain, often called the "VYoussout", slopes up 
slowly towards the interior. Broken by fenits, ite altituile varies from 600 te 
LN00 meters. Waters, secking the level of the Mediterranean, have gashed tho 
western buttresses of the Lebanon north of Dahr-el-Baidar with deep furrows 
perpendicular to the coast. These gashea, far from facilitating access to the 
interior, wake it necessary to follow the creste if one wishes te g east. 
Above all, they form an obstacle to any longitudinal communications betveen 
sestions of the muuntainocus sono. All these valleys stretch out at the foot 
of the main eunmite of the central chain, thus marking northern Lebdason with 
one of ite most significant characteristics. lLerge fumnele have been dug in 
the sandstone, sand and marl. ‘Their ramifications eat deeply into the mage of 
the everlookiag table. Seuth, near Mouktara and Jésia, are valleys develeping 
iz a direstien almost parallel te the coast anf te the ridge of Jebel Bareuk. 
Finally, the region immediately west ef the Jebel Kniecs end of Dehr el BaSdar 
is the moet ercded sene of the whole Mediterranean watershed. 

Rast of the Voussout are the highest reliefs of the chain, forming a 
restilinear and contimous rampart. In the south, the zarrew ridge of Jebel 
Barouk varices from 1800 sotera to 2000 meters; north of Dehr el Bafder, we find 
every variety of karstic forac! tebuler masses, trunkated pyranids, slightly 
slanting slopes and landings, flattened crests, not forgetting «mall closed 
depressions. The altiSade of theese nassifs increasec from south to north! the 
Knise6 has an altitude of 2091 meters and, in the Makmel, the Dahr el Khatib 
rises to 3066 meters. Save for the two passes on each side of the Enissé, the 
thoroughfares from one versant to another conelst of a few goat tracks saow-clad 
eix months of the year. The high ridges stretch cut in fronts 30 ikllometers 


long without the slightest possibility of crossing. The valleys skort st the 
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base of the powerful massifs of the Makmal, the MaGtri, and the Sannin, They 
slip inte southern Lebanon parallel to the Jebel Barouk without meeting it 
ebreast. ‘The Litant drills into it with desp gorges. 

Thie obstacle to circulation is the more redoubtable as the oriental 
vereant fallo abruptly into the Bekaae Thies great se@ian rife-valley is the 


fondanental characteristic in the topography of occidental Syria. 


fhe Medien Depression 
In the north the median furrow loses 4te character of a rift-valley; 


yhile dominated from the weet by the vigorous and alsost uninterrupted wall of 
the Amame ond the Azsarieh, it is edged on the east only by 4rregular meseife. 
She furrow starts in the north with the valley of the Kere Sou which ficws 
across & large bogey region into the Orentes; in the south we find another 
long rectangle of svampa, the Ghab, drained by the Oroates. The altitude 
Ancreases slightly towards the south: 100 meters at the Orontes’ elbow, abdcut 
200 meters in the bottom Roar Jier-ceh-Shaur, vhere the median valley is 
@ivided by the backbone of Jevel Wastani izto two furrows, the Orontes ia the 
vest and the Orujova swamps in the east. The altituie then renaine around 200 
meters in the evamps of Gaab. It reaches 300 to 400 meters in the plain that 
stretches broadly north of Hama. All these plains, as is the whole rift-wallsy, 
are cut up dy the Orontes and its tributarics into superposed terraces. Every 
where is &n abundance of knolls, natural or artificial (such as "tells", eften 
burying many ancient, superposed cities). 

In the center, in the region of Baalbeck, the Bekaa attains its 
greatest altituis, around 1100 meters; there, however, it is still between 
two walls several hundred meters high. South of Baaldeck the altitude diminishes; 
there, the Bekas basin proper, which is drained towards the south by the Litani, 


opens out at 800 meters Detween summits all reaching over 2000 meters. This 
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aitch of Coelé-Syrie is thus formed of a series of rather diversified compart= 
ments. It hae no perfect unity except in so far as it iaterposes between two 
large movatainous sligunents. At ite southern extresity, the Beksa ie closed 
by a ayaten of stony hille, the Jebel-el-Imar, squeesed between the Jebel Barouk 


and the Berson and govered by @ confused network of narrow depressionse 


The Zastern Ranges 


Hest of the median furrow the castern eeries of the Syrian aassifs 

4e less continucus and lese A4mposing than the coastal aligament? on the north 
ve find rather low massifs gharply separated from one another by lerge breaches. 

The Syro~furkieh frontier overrides the Balbul Dagh (1200 meters), 2he southern 
point of dark basaltic tables. further south appears a lend of low hills, 
calcareous oF marly, strewn with forests, the Eng@ Dag, cevtistaae the Kara-ec=. 
to the east. In the center of the Kurd Dagh the done of Havar Dagh rises to 
740 weters. On the east the Kurd Dagh falle towards the large calcarecus plateau, 
and to the south 4% G@isappeare under the alluviale of the dmouk. 

On the left bank of the Afrine rises 4 eaicareous plateau divided 
Anto sones of unequal height by north-south fractures. Culuinating at 869 
metere at the Jedel Smane, ¢hie relief foras an arc concentric to that of the 
fname going from Aszas to Derkouch (which 1s on the Orentes). 

Yorther south, overlooking the ewaup of Ghab and facing the Jebel 


Ansarieh, is the Jebel Zawiys (culminating #t 950 moters), & kind of table, 


gloping upwards on the west and geatly vaulted with north-south fractures. ‘o 


the east and south this Sebel falle gently to the plateaus of the interior and 


the large plateau of Hama. We find there, north ef the anti-Lebanon from Bena 


to Roms, a lirge flat sone well adapted to easy circulation. 

facing the Lebanon the nountainous system of the anti-Lebanon and 
the Hermon rises east of the Bekaa. The angi~Lebanon is a high mountain massif 
stretching out for 170 kilometers in a N.B.-S.W. direction; ite breadth ranges 


fron 20 to 25 kilometere and it is divided into two equal parts by a fracture 
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cutting across it diagonally, parallel to the Lebanon axis. The southwostera2 
half 46 formed by the Hermon maseif whose sumite rise to ogi meters into an 
immense arch directly above <he depression of Euiech, which hae an altitude of 


2 meters. Two ramifications separate from thie rocky massif in a northward 


direction with an altitude slightly over 1500 meters? ont, the Jebel Sheikh 


Massour, follows the border of the Bekaa and tavers to an end near Baalbeck; the 
other, much shorter, forms the oval ridge of Nazar (1634 meters) 

Te two halves of the anti-Lebanon form two cliffs which overlook the 
gurroundings on two eides of a sone, depressed but uneven, dividing the Herndn 
frou the anti-Lebanon proper, called the Zebdani depressics. The Beirat-Damascus 
railway follows this valley when it crosses ¢the anti-Lebanon. Wortheast of the 
Zebdani walley the anti-Lebanon proper is somewhat flat, a large table stretching 
out at an average altitude of 2000 meters. At ite extremity on ite eastern border, 
the ridge of Talaat Mousea stands out, reaching an altitude of 2623 meters; then 
the maseif slopes down gently in steps. This variety of steps cveriecks Denascus 
to the west ani is called the Kalemoun platesus. Then, suddealy, the nountainous 
region ende and gives way to the large plains of the interior which are already 
the desert of Syriac | 

Such is the topography of western Syria, a Hediterranean country snd 
a nounteinous country. Iaetern Syria, or interier @yria, is a country of plains 
and plateaus interrupted by a few groups of hills, but ite tepograpay ic 
4nfinitely more calm and monotonous than that ef Hediterranean Syria. Te can 
be studied more rapidly. The region between the eastern ranges end the Baphrates 
4s called by the Arabe Shanieh an‘ that between the Woghrates and the Tigris is 


called Jesireh (f.0., island). 


The Desert : The Shemieh. 


The northern extremity of the Ghanieb between Kurd Degh and the 
Eaphrates is a calcarecus and tevalar country, ite centour infeated by a great 
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number of wadis. In the neighborhood of Alep 1t extends fer » breadth of 
SO kilometers. It 4e much more narrow along the Jebel Smane and - far as 
the northern edge of the Jebel Zawiyé. 

Toward the south the topography changes to a vast plain, gcntly 
undulating, dotted with closed basins which sometimes contain galt lakes or 
marshes (there is a whole series of then in the west). But progressing south- 
ward we come upon some reliefs having a W.-B. axis. The first of these massifs, 
which stretches from Sel{miech to Suhne and reaches altitudes of 1000 meters, is 
‘formed by the Jebels Shousriyo, Bilass end Boueida. Thie alignment, accompanied 
the whele way by a series of secondary ridges and small plateaus, ie continued 
by the Jebel Bishri vhich, without exceeding an altitude of 665 neters, reaches 
to the Buphrates. 

dmpther chain of massifs, sonewhet lower, breake off from the Jebel 
Bousids to the couthwest, rez bing as far as Dannscus and the Herszon. hie 
ridge passes by Palmyra and is called Jebel Sharki, then Jebel Rawaq. ‘Yo the 
eouth of thie mountainous varrior stretch vast pleine whose topography ig 
monotonous with few irregularities. The Arabs call those plains Al-Hazad (or, 
agaia, Al-Woudiyan). This country ic traverssd by the valleys of wadis vhich 
ave almost always Gry, dotted with lakes often reduced to a crust of salt in 
the bettem of closed depressions. 

Theee vast plains, the Hamad, where the great plains of interior 
Avabia reach cheir northera terminus, are limited by the range of the hilly 
massifs which fore a continnucas lise from the Hermon to the Saphrates, passing 
through Dacyr, Palmyra anf Sahne in o S.W.-3.B. direction. 

| The barrier of these hills aslant the Shanieh has always played an 
iupertent strategic rele beeause it comments the traffic across the desert of 
Syria. %¢ is marked by the creat caravanser cities of former times vhich are 


still the priaciphé centers of population ant commerce in the wildernese! 


Damagcus, Palmyra, Suhne. It is, indeed, the first natural line te the north 
of the Arabian platem where a line of defense could be anchored. ‘The parallel 
folds of the Rawaq and the Bishri form effective barriers to the plein. Thsy 
may be crossed only by infrequent, well determined passes, generally guarded 
by & town which hac had ite former epochs of military glory! Palmyra, Sahne. 
It is on this natural barrier that, in the first centuries of the Christian 
era, the Roman Limes of Syria was bdasede 

In the southwest corner of the Syrian Hamed rises the volcanic naseif 
of the Jebel Druze or Jebel Hawran, a confused pile of peaks and sharp ridges, 
framing depressions often difficult of access. The summits of the Jebel Drase 
rise to 1840 meters. All around, stretching for an ares of more than 5000 square 
rilometers, are huge dark slabs made from the basaltic eruptions of the Jebel 
Druse. Some volcanic outcroppings ia the shape of cones occasionally caerge 
from these slabs whose surface for the rost part is covered with a rocky 


steppe, dark and monotoncus. 


In this setting the Shamich seems to be a vast country ef plateaus 
and plaine sometimes roughened by slightly reieed magaife. An exception is 
the Jebel Druse, with an altitude generally exceeding 1500 zeters. These 
desert plains are often rocky. They are very seldom eandy: the ocean of 
send dunee of the Sahara does not exist in Syria. Omy to the south of the 
Hemad, in the neighborhood of the Jauf oases, is there any substantial szcust 
of sand, but for the moet part the desert of Syria is a desert of rocks. 


The Jesireh. 

The desert continues but with a slightly different relief in the 
Jesireh beyond the Huphrates. The great valley of the Buyhrates is bordered 
on ite right bank by quite high cliffs (80 te 100 meters and sometines nore) 
forming the eastern edge of the plateaus of the Shamieh. Between the Huphrates 
and the Tigris that part of the Jesireh which is in Syrian territory is an 
inmense plain bordered on the north by ths volcanic massif of Karaja Dagh 
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and by calcarecus hills of the Jebel Tour, somewhat on the line of Ourfa~- 
Nardine-Nesibin-Jegiret-ibn~Gmar. From this region, whose altitude is about 
400 to 500 meters, the plain slopes gently to the 8.8. where ite aitituie is 
less than 100 meters. Like the Hamad, the Jesireh retains traces of e nydro~ 
graphic network, forzerly highly pronounced but foseil teday. These valleys 
tend to change from scontimous thalwacs to chaing of small closed basine. 
This ie a rather frequent eccurrence along the length of the Syro~Irakian 


frontier. 
This flatness of tue Syrian Jesireh ie only broken by some reliefs 


slightly more accented in the N.W. corner, in the neighborhood of the valley 


of the Tigris, where the frontier forms what is called “le bec de canard® 
(s duck’s beak). ‘Then @ enall alignment of massifs V.-E. interrupt this 
gone tonous relief and really contime the barrier Rewaq-Bishri to the east, 
but with less continuity! there is first, west of the Ehsbour River, the Jebel 
abd-el-Asis which rises to 500 meters in ite central part, stretches for a 
Length of about 60 kilonetere and falls with abrupt gradients to the north 
and with gentle eleopes tc the south; east of the Khabour, the Jebel Jeribve 
continues it to the east with the same asyaetrical versants, rising gently 
_ tewards the east to fail vertically on the pees of Sanmcukha. Beyond this pass 
Fises the calcareous arch of Jebel Singar! thie is the largest relief of the 
Jesireh, 50 kilometers long, reaching an altitude of 1600 meters, with abrupt 
slopes to the north; @ large bagin is dug in these elopes, and the Jebel Singar 
appears from the Nerth as a bold ridge dominating a lengthy depression. 

These Jebels of the Jezireh have an especial importance not only 
because they command the plain, but also beesuse they constitute water reservoirs 
ani thue great centers of supplies sad of sedentary populations. 

Such is the detailed topography of Syria ani Lebanon, in the west a 
mountainous country of difficult travel, with reliefs orientated on grand north- 
south axes, and in the east a tableland country of easy travel, cut by sone ridges 


with a general orientation east and west. 


Giisatic Conditions 


rent climatic somes 
a Kedi- 


Syria and Lebeson enjoy 4 warp, éry clinate. Diffe 
may be dist‘nguished in the Levant Statess the coastal regions have 
terransan climate while that of the GShanieh is definitely deaert. Tae post 
| 4npertant general feature is the division of the year ante two seasons--a hot, . 
avy peried from May to October and « colder, rainy period from Hevenber to April. 
But the extremes ef heat er cold, the length of the humid period, and the aneuat 


of precipiteticn very greatly in the Levant States froz one part to another. 


Seaverature | 
The general distribution of the average ennwal temperatures in the 


Levant States appcurs on the attached map. In tho greater part of these terri- 
tories averages are betzeen 15 and 20 degrees C. Only the eastern portion of 
the desert has averages above 20° C, and-only the highest mcuntain ranges have 
less than 15° 6. Generally the 15° isotherm follews exactly the isehypse of 

1900 metres, ‘he isethorsz of 10° C proceeds at an altitude of 1600 te 2000 metres. 
Bat these sre annual averages and during the yeer the temperature varies grestly. 
The variations are important and increase vepilerly to the north and east. Along 
the coast we find en sverage annual variation of 14° € at Beirut, 16.3° ¢ at 
Latakia, 17.6° C at Alexandrette; in the mountainous end median region, 18.9° C 
at the El-Esara Observatory, 21° at Homs end 23.4° at Aleps in the interior, 
23.1° at Palayra, 25.1° ot Rakka, and 26.4° at Jerablus. These figures show the 
difference between the average temperatures of the coldest and warmest months. 

In the west the teraperature is moderated by the influence of the sea, 
wnich 49 warnor in winter and colder in sumer than the earth. This influence 
peustrates inland through the Tripoli-Homs breach, but does not reach such farther 
than the Orontes. January is generally the coldest month, while August is the 
hotest. Sometimes the unxima reached in April-May equel or even excede sumer 
temperatures; this may eccur with the nearby passage of the warm front of a 
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eyslenic depression causing a khemsin winJ. 
On the coast the temperature is generally between 10° C and 20° C in 


Winter, with minime going dewn to 3° C or 4° €. The deily oscillations may 


have a variation of 5 to 18 degrees, especially in January and February. The 
temperature decreases, of course, as the altitude rises. In the interior the 
wsual winter tempersture is about 5° C to 7 C, but the mean minima are close to 
~8ere at Alep and Deir-es-Zer. In the heights of the Jebel Druse, mininas of 
-10° ¢ and even -1§° € are not uncommon. But, at the same time, some days the 
temperature may rise to 20° C or 30° C even in January. 

Dur ing the summer, coastal averages are fron 27 © to 26° C, with 
mean mexines of 37 to 46° C. In the middle of the day, in August, tenperatures 
abeve 40° C in the shade ere quite frequent. In the interior, the heat is still 
greater but the averages are not mach increased; since the altitude is generally 
500 te 1000 netres and the nights are much cooler, the average for the whole 
twenty-four hours {4s much lower than the average for the twelve daytime hours. 
This great difference between day and night temperatures is an essentiel char- 
acteristic of the thermic regime of desert and sub-desert areas; in such regione 
Guring the sumer the thermemeter indicates 25° to 30° C at dawn, 45° or higher 
during the day (in the shade), and falls to 20° or lower at night. 


In this arid country the water resources, and especially tho minfall, 
regulate the life of plants, animale and men. The attached map of average 
rainfall shews that precipitation decreases regularly towards the east. Broadly 
speaking, the Levant states are divided into two great sections, a Mediterranean 
"feende* where annual precipitation is sore than 500 millimeters, with maxima 
en the high ranges, and an interior region, cast of the Orontes-Litani valleys, 
with less than 500 mm. and even less then 250 mm. throughout ite greater part. 

fo be more precise, the distribution of rainfall ia based on the topography. 
On the coast, 900 m. is a frequent average (906 mn. at Beirut). On the ranges 
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it is fvem 1000 mm to 2000 ma-—almost alvays more thas 1630 am. at altitudes 

above 1000 metres, 1400 mam. at El-Erey, 1300 ae. et Jessins In the median 
depression precipitation maries from 500 um. to 700 am. with a 700-800 saxises 

on the western slopes of Anti-Lebenon. Bast of the sesomd range rainfall ds 
rarely above 400 um. & year. The western slopes ef the Jebel Druze have alightly 
more. Palsyra ond the Ramad are in the true desert with less than 100 ame, unile - 
there is a slightly higher saxinun im the northeast whore altitude alse increases, 


in the Bec de Canard, at the foot cf the Armenian massif. 

The chief characteristic ie the concentration ef the yearly precipitation 
in the cold seasons there is no rain from Esy to Octeber and the greatest part 
fells from December to April. Evon storus ars exceptional in summer, The meath 
which has the greatest reinfall as well as the greatest number ef rainy days — - 
is February, During the winter, storms are frequent end ef extroze vielesncs in 
the desert—dauraus = stern the illumination of the aky is ealeest centinusss. 

Snow is very coumon in January-February throughout the Levant states. Generally | 
it melts rapidly—a blanket of snow thet remained for tve whole days over Beirut | - 
in 1920 was recorded es an unusual occurance. But on the Auserish, the Lebanen Be 
and the Herson, the summits ere anow clad during at least half the year, In cortaia 
high, clesed basins layerr ef enow may persist throughont the year, but it would 

be incorrect to speak cf persanent sncw es in the Alps er the Rocky Heunteins,. 

In the desert, even south of Palmyra, thin layers of snow, while of shert duratien, 
are &@ common sight in the winter. 

An important feature is the great irregularity of the raiafell. Evary 
yeer shows figures differing greatly from the average in one directicn er ths 
otherg. In the same year, rainfall in ene lecality may be extrenely abundant 
while in another it is very scanty; fer example, during the rainy scason of 
1928-29, @ precipitation of 2150 am. was recorded at Jessin (Lebanon) and ealy 
77 wm. at Paluyra. Similarly the beginning and the end of the raiay seasca are 
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irregular ond the distribution ef rainfall during the winter is by no moans equal. 
Rain gemerally falls in heavy dropas « rainfall of ons hundred aillineters in a 
few hours is net unusual, with the result that a tenth or even a third of the 
whele year's precipitation aay be concentrated im one day. . 

Thus the cuseer is absolutely without rainfall. The only exception 
is the posaibility ef summer storus in the north, at the foot of the Turkish 
mevatains. Elsewhere the first drope cannot fall before the middle of Septenber. 
Retwithstenting, the huaidity of the air is almost constant throughout the year 
em the coast and in the Lebanon, being nearly 7 to SOK at Beirut, 60 to 75% at 
El-frey. in e@ avmber cf places in tho maritime climate area the humidity is even 
higher im sumer then in winter; there ie no rain, but there are frequent aists 
an the morning end abundant dew. This climate extends inland slightly, not far, 
aleng the Tripoli-Homs depression, Thus denp, hueid heat in the summer ise 
characteristic of the coastel area, producing a heavy atsosphere, saturating 
clethes and walls with moisture. It is not so prevalent in spring and fall when 
the eastern winds, the khamsins, from time to tise greatly dry the atmosphere. 

East of the coastal ranges, the warm season is truly very dry and the 
husidity extrezely low. Altitude provides the only exceptions--during the transi- 
tional setsons, spring and eutuan, humidity may concentrate in night niets over 
the billy areas. At Deir-es-Zof, July has an average huaidity of 30 per cent. 


Melulesity 
This seasonal concentration of rainfall, the dryness of the atzosphere 


evorywhere except on the coast, the high temperatures, all these features give 
to the atzosphore of the Levant states a striking luminosity. This well-knowm 
cheracterictic of the Mediterranean lands is particularly stressed in the Levant. 
The air is usually very clear, the sunshine extremely bright and glittering, the 


eky generally cloudless. 
The low nebulesity of the Levant sky ie of great importance especially 


for aviation. Nebulosity is measured by the extension of clouds over the skys 


“1% 


figures ranging from 0 to 10 indicate what proportion of the sky is covered by 


dowls (a completely covered sky is indicated by the figure 105 a sky with exe 
quarter of its surface covered, by 2.53 an entirely cloudless sky, by 0). Over 
the whole of the Levant states average nebulosity is 3.25, less than & third 
of the sky covered by cloudai Esst of the coastal ranges, the sky is practically 
cloudless from June te Septexber; periods of fafteen days without the slightest 
trace of cloud in the blue sky are frequent and people from more humid lands may 
experience an actual nostalgia for cleuds. Paring the sumer, the only Gouds commen 
in the Levant are white, light ones which cling to the high slepes of the mountoins. 4 
Nebulesity is much greater in winter. The mean maxiaas ere 5 et Befrat, 
7 at El-Erey, 6 at Salamieh, 5 at Deir-es-Zer on the Buphrates. ‘These figures 
are higher than might be expected in the interior) this is because the naritine 
air masres coming fron the west have expended a large portion of their huaidity 
4n vains on the highlands of the ‘coastal region end can do no more than gather 
over the desert in white clouds of the cumuli “ype—ectual rain is o rarity. In 
epring end fall the range of hilly massifs that stretches ecross the desert (Jovels 
Rawag, Bichris Sangar) attracts a greater density of clouis. Airplane pilets 
know this well. Mists and dense clowis gather on the sumite ef these jebels and 
constitute a dangerous sone with very low ceilings at these seasons. Pilots | 
generally prefer to take a more southern or northern route ér to cross at higher — 
altitudes where they run no risk of crashing into some ridge or peak hidden in 
the clouds. 
In general, nebulosity is very low in the Levant szies and visibility is 
excellent. The eky is only derkened frox tize to time, when clouitless, by a 
sort of light yellow hese resulting from sandstorns. 


The Winds 
Throughout the year the dominating winds in the Levant are from the 


west and northwest. In summer the high-pressure area of the Sahara extends 
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northwards and covers the Wediterranesn, a low pressure area is then formed over 
Southern Arabia with the dominant winde from the northwest. In winter, winds 
append upon the cyclonic depressions which coze fron the southwest. On the 
coastal region, winds from the southwest are not uncommon. In the northeast, 
the crea celled "Bec de Canard," the winds frequently come from the vast highlends 
thet stretch to the north. These winds consist of masses of polar air, compressed, 
heated and G@ryed by their descent, which contribute greatly to the heat of this 
region of the Jesireh. 
These descending winds are in origin and properties very similar to 

the ®"feezn" in the Alps, the "chinook" on the western slopes of the Rocky 
Mountains, and the “khamsin® or "sirocco® on the Mediterraneen coast. The khamsin, 
which blows on the Syrian coast from tine to tine » wore frequently during spring 
end autumn, ie a very Gry, hot wind from the east or southeast. Coming down fron 
the Lebanen er Ansarieh ranges, it is particularly cozpressed anddrived. The 
weather it creates is of a very special type of ary heat with the hunidity 
 gometines under 10%, in which it is difficult to breatie. It often announces the 
coming of rain, since it is ceused by & low-pressure center approaching the coast 
from the weet. After the passage of such a center, the wind turns ts the west 
and, in winter, brings rain. The wind is generally weaker on the coast than in 
the isterior. In the coastal regions there 4e a regular alternation of sea and 
land breeses during the day. During the daylight hours this light wind from the 
sea makes the atacsphere cooler but at the zane tise sore hurid. 

| In the interior and especially in the desert, the sandwinds play an 
isportent role in life on the ground as well as in eir navigation. These sandwinds 
ere leas terrible in the Syrian desert than in the Sahara, because the extent of 
gar dunes is such less end there is more vegetation. But nevertheless, it is 


@ painful phononencn ani one which requires certain preparations. There are 


different aspects of this phenomenon ranging from the sand haze to the true sandstorm. 


-19- 


The sand he se which darkens the cloudless sky is sometines very dense 
end can be transported for long distances. in the hot sector 4t germerally appears 
at the height of a low-pressure area. It does not extend over an area beyond 
the demerkation of the cold end warn fronts of the depression. Slowly it 
descends to the ground forming, in the winter, patches of yellow mud on the 
melting snow of the desert. For the most part the send hase in Syria is not 
very troublesogze, but it has certain consequences for aviation. The hase does 
not greatly lessen visibility on the ground or affect vertical visibility, but 
it greatly diminishes horisontal visibility at a height. Thus, a plene can be 
geen from the ground and the pilot can see the country over which he ig fiying 
but the pilot's lateral visibility is extremely poor. The hase rerains a hase 
only insofar as it is not carried eway by a sevd wind or a whirlwind. 

The sand whirlwinds are more dangerous. ia the interior they generally 
fora long lines of black and yellow whirls, eften several kiloesters in length. 
They are produced by contact between two air currents fren different directions 
or of different velocities. The whirle ere carried along by the strongest of 


these currents, sucking up all the loose narticles froa the ground. The 


phenomener, as described by witnesses, greatly reseables the bombardment of an 
entrenched line by heavy artillery except that the coluans of dirt end dust vise 
as much as 1000 metres and scuetimes even higher. At the eunnite ef these | 
columns the sand | expands in a hase which is berne off by the prevailing current. 
In the region of Hassetche such & ®geterological bombardment® was observed daily 
for more than a zonth. The whirls often have a diameter of 20 metres oF BOre. 
The wind is violent sround the sone of the whirls. The shirls may preceed either 
singly or in a small group; then they are true sand-syouts. Sand whirls are 
always dangerove for aviation; landing in a sone of sand whirlwinds 4s risky 

and sometimes impossible. But the sone of sandwhiris is never more then several 
hundred metres in breadth. 
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Finally there are the sand winds themselves. These are descending 


winds which rebound from the ground and thus pick up all the loose dust spread 
These winds are especially comsor ca the frontal border of 

stews areas. On the ceast such o wind preduces the phenomenon of the khansia; 
the samiwissl proper eccurs in the desert arease The edvent of « send wind is a 
beipping spectacle. In a very quist, hot, heavy atzosphere, the horison appears 
elesed by a yellowish cushiea which approaches gradually, grows, rises up like an 
epaque wall, very high, masking the aky. Pilots encounter this wall of sand et 
altitudes ef 1000 end scnetiues 2100 uetres above the ground. The arrival of 
this wall 4s preceded by an umusval cala, then sone puffs of hot air, end suddenly 
thio wind rises all at once. Then one is surrounded by the wall of send. The 
sand pesstrates all eracks. It 19 impossible to do more than take shelter and 
waitenthe wind may lest for hours. It puts a stop to all ectivity, all transit 
im the region which it covers. 

Al) these sani phenomena constitute important hazards for pilots in 


the desert. Among these difficulties may be included also the summer storns that 


occur along the Turkish frontier and the spring or autum clouds which gether 
along tho Jebels Rewaq, Bishri, Singar. The most dangerous of all are certainly - 
the sami winds and whirls. But even in very cala and clear weather planes may 
encounter another danger—the air pockets caused by the descent of masses of \ 
cold air to the ground. These generally occur in clear hot weather, when the \ 
air heated at ground level has an upward force end draws the cold air masses 
downvards. Upon reaching low altitudes, these air masses have been compressed, 
heated and dryed during their descent. Thus i# created the instability of the 

‘ir and the phenomzencn, well known by pilots, of air pockets which cause a plane 
to fall, suddenly, without the control of the pilot. If at thet moment the plane 
4e not far above the ground, it may crash before the pilot regains control. 

These air pockets occur with greater frequency and intensity over depressed and 


over-heated areas, as for instence, the Bekas in summer. They are particularly 
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sericus over the Jordan Valley. The R. 4. F. bese at Tiberias, alzest at the 


Syrian frontier, suffered se such from this peculiarity that it ss clesed fer 
Goveral years and only reopened just befere the war. While the denger is less 
in the Bekan and Demazgcus area, it still existe. 

Such are the nain features of the weather and climate in the Levant — 
states. On the whole only the coastal erea, nearly 40 to 60 kileneters bread, - 
enjoys a true Mediterranean noderate clinate. Forther in the interior at 42 « e 
frankly desert climate, and between the Hons region and the Hamad occur all the 
gradations that form the transition from the one toe the other. : 


Average temperature (in deg. ) 


. Sakeeraphy 


Xn a land with a dry climate like Syria, all activities depend upen 
the water resources. What is possible and relatively simple in other countries 
becomes a difficult problem in arid Syriag for instance, supplying water for man. 
The population is concentrated in these areas better supplied with cater. Bivers, 
pools, aprings, and wells ere of greater econsaic aud strategic importance than 
in more hueid lands. The hydrography of the country depends both upos the weather . 


and upon the topography. 
The rainfall and its drainage ere influenced by the tepography, The 
calcereous mountaius are water reservoirs and the greater pert of the iuportant 
springs cluster about thea. But permanent stresus are rare in Syria and Lebense. 
Lack of water, conceatration of the rainfell in a short period ef the yeer, 
intense evaporation during the greater part, of the year—-these three facters 
tegether sesult in a drying-up of the rivers with only a few exceptions; and 
even these exceptions have an extrenely irregular guuge. 
In Syria only four streans merit the tern river: the Orontes, the 
Liteni, the Khabour and the Suphrates (the iatter having only a section of ite 
valley in Syrian territery). We may perhaps add the Tigris which serves fer a 
brief portion of ite length es the Syrien border. These rivers are permanent, 
and empty into the sea. All other rivers can be divided inte two groupss the 
costal torrents end the wadis of the interior. 
Zhe Coastal, Torrents 
The coastal streane ere torrents because they flow down the abrupt elepes 
from the coastal ranges to the Mediterranean level. If the thalweg depends entirely ~ 
upon the rains for its water supply, it will be dry for at least half the year end 
sonetines even during those weeks which have not had heavy reins. The porsansnt 
etreane must be fed from the big springs of the "Voussout" or lover slopes, springs ; 
which are supplied by a deep circulation in water-bearing layers of the massifs 
hundreds of metres thick. 
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The most impertant ef the coastal terrents | fron Sour to Latakia ares 
 Habrel-Zahreni, near Saida; Nehr-el-Demour and Hahr-el-dvali betwoen Saida and 
Betruts Hehr-Beirut which supplies the tomp Mohr Ibrahim and Nahr-el-Kelb 
between Beirut and Tripold) and Wehr el Kebir to the south of Latakia. (Habr 
means viver in Arabic.) Eehr Ibrahim may serve as an example of theses rivers. 
Zt ankes © rapid descent from the summits of Lebanon to the sea into which it 
eupties near Tripoli. Xt never dries up completely, because several permanent 
springs rise in tte valley, receiving water frou the deep underground levels of 
the calearesus sioei’: fhe proof of this is the fact that the high waters of 
Hahr~Zbeshia are always somewhat later than the rainfell maxisa, Without taking 


aiuto account large floods, the Mahr-Zbrahia carries from two cubic metres a 


sosend &¢ lew water to nineteen cubic uetres efter the rains. 

All these coastal torrents flced in the spring when the snews ef the 
Lebenen ere melting. The flood waters are colored a brown, almost red, by the 
aliuvinis of the calcareous eres (terra rescs) and this is the source of the 
Legend ef fdenis. The greater part of the permanent torrents is utilised for 
irrigation, but they rezain obstacles to transit. 


Zhe Orontas 
The Orontes is a real river entirely within Syria and having a well 


organised network of tributaries. It is about 600 kilometers long, including 
its many twists and turns. Worth of Baalbeck it drains the median depression, 
then turns sharply to the west and crosses the coastal range between the Amanus 
and the Jebel. Akra, draining the Antioch depression. On its way the Orontes 
crosses t#o large marshy areas; the Ghab in tho median depression and the Asouk 
‘pear Antioch. A series of important springs located at the foot of the ranges 
mupplies the Orontes with water the year round. Artificial works established on 
scue of ite tributaries, in particuler the lake of Homs, help to regularize ite 
flow. In the north the waters of the Ghab, then those of the Afrine and Kara-Sou 
coming from the slopes of Anatolia, reinforce the river. Mountains, with heavy 
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rainfell and snowelad sumits in the winter, surround the grest basin of the 
Orontes. 


Ste waters are low in the late sumer, its floods occur from February 


to April. During the low waters it carries on the average ten cubic motres & 
second at Hama and thirty at Antioch. During the floods the gsuge rises te 
nearly 100 crbic metres a second at Hana and to 240 at Antiseh. The relative — 
regularity of the Grontes 1s caused by ite vast basin with its soustains, cal- 
careous massifs, and by the equalising ection of the thres reservoirs ef the 
Hous Lake, the Ghab end Asouk marshes. Even the flecds ef the northern tribe- 
taries of the Orontes, the Afrine (which.earrise from two to ferty cubic motres 
a second), the turad-Pasha (four to ten), the Kara-Sou (three te thirty) are 
sonewhet equalised by the Amcuk marshes. These merehes cover aosriy 220 square | 
Kilometers arcund the Antioch Leke which has an area of 90 square kilemeters ani < 
e depth of two netres. The Amouk as well as the Ghab constitute reservoirs | 
throughout the year, but their evaporation in summer in so great that. they 
4mpoverish tho streazs which eross thes. 

The waters ef the Crontes are usc" te irrigate the neighbering isenis 
and to turn waterwheels. ‘he river is sore isportent then a read, for it feeds 
the country. Ths marshy ereas, waere the water is mperabundant, are mere than - 
anything else obstacles to transit. . 


The Litani . 
he Litan’ repeats the Orontes to the south on a smaller seale end 


without the swamps. Rich springs on tho border of the Bekua feed the Latent 

directly or through small tributaries (the scst iuportent an the Bekes 4s Maker 

Gasail. which drains the foot of the Anti-Bebenon). At Mansura, the Liteni (er 
Wehr-el~Qasaieh) carries from three to sixteen cuble metres per second. It turns. : 
west, pierces through the Le «sn Range in deep gorges and eaptics inte the sea © cyees 
between Sour and Gaide like an ordinary torrent. It irrigates a portion of the ; 
Beken fields. 7 


This great river crosses the Syrian desert frem northwest to southeast 
end divides it into fits two large sections, the Shamieh snd the Jezireh. The 
river rises in the high, woll-watered platesus of Araenia. During its course 
through Syria it receives no tributaries from the right (from the east or seat) 
end caly two large tributaries from the left, which themselves come from the 


Bighlands situated to the north of Syria. | 
These two rivers are the Harh Balik, which flows into the Euphrates 


@ little below Raifka end hes an average rate of flow of six cubic metros per 
eccesd at low water in the sunaer, end the Khebour, much more important and a 
witel norve of the Syrian Josireh. The Khabour is formed by the uaion of the 
waters from many Springs scattered at the foot of the highlands of Kurdistan. 
The mest faportant of these springs is the Res-el-din on the Turko-Syrian 
freutier. ‘The Khabour has two branches which cono from the northeast, Wadi 
Yagh-Fagh, amd Wadi Redi. The Khebour empties into the Euphrates below Deir-es- 
‘for, et Bessiret. it brings en important contribution; the ave ige rate of flow 
ef the Kkabcur at Swar is quite consistent, averaging about forty cubic metres 
per second. But dvring the torrential winter floods, the volume easily reaches 
360 te 150 cubic astres (from January to April.) 
The Euphrates, well supplied by the rain waters and melting snows of 
Arneais ef well as by these two tributaries, flows gently towards the Persian 
Gulf, Its average rete of Tlow during los water is about 180 cubic metres per 
sseond at Meskens. Low water lasts until about the beginning of March and the 
height of the annual floods, caused by melting snow, cemes about the first of 
Mey. Ete volume during the floods waries greatly, but it may reach 3600 cubic 
metres per second. After having received the water from the Khabour and in 
“eet evaporation end irrigation losses » the Euphrates’ rate of flow increases, 
Sts low water near Abou-Kenal being about 220 cubic metres per second. 
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Such is the most important of the Syrian rivers. It is navigable aly 
by small boats and is without much commercial interest, 


Bedi | 
The other water courses of Syria rarely merit the nase of vivers. These 


which are perzansnt end have a regular rate of flow serve for irrigation end 
water Supply in the regions which they eress. In this way they lese so such 
water that their course fs greatly shortened. In any Gase, none of these water 
courses reaches the sea or any ef the three rivers enumercted above. The nest 
noteworthy of these perzenent wadis ore the Barada and the Yarueux, The Barada, 
fed by springs et the foot of the Anti-Lebanen, drains the Zebdaai Gepreseica 
and waters Damascus. The great casis ebsorbg alnest all of ites water and the 
Barada ends in a peol just east of Danascus; whatevor {2 left of its water 
Gisappears there by evaporation and infiltration. The Yarnouk is lenger aad, 
draining the Jebel Druze, empties into the Jerden in Palestina. It is very 
irregulars while almost dry during low water in the summer, at Wadi-fhaled fer 
example, it has an average rate of flow of 45 cuble metres per second in the 
winter. During the great floods it occasionally brings more than 2060 cubic 
wotres per second to the Jordan. 

But the greater part of the wadis of the interior are not permansnt. 
"Almost all the long depressions in the interior of Syria are valleys, wadis. 
For the greater part of the year these are alluvial end rocky beds, ecompletely 
dry. Certain of them, those in regions where the winter rains are more regular 
and abundant, flow during the rains in the winter each year, The water in these 


vadis, carrying heavy alluvials, does not go very fary it assumes the appearance \ 

\ 
of thick, wuddy lava which advances more and more slowly and finally stops in some \ 
depression without having the force to proceed farther. There are a number of 


these wadis in the desert which only flow for e few days each year, or which do 
not even flow every year. The winter Snows in welting cause only small — of 
weter in all the little closed depressions which dot the countryside, 
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Zn these dry countries where the water courses are wadis, the hydregraphy 


of vasaing water is above all a measce. Viclent storms may so drench a regica ef 
the desert that the wadis have quick violent fleods, veritable inmuadations going 
down the valley. French treeps have come to the Levant with e rich experience 
fn the desert sequired in the Schera. The regulations ferbid a detachzent from 
conping in & waits ous never knee what aay heppen. Soldiers have been drowned 
4a the midst ef the Sahara then ene cf these floods rushes along a wadi. The ficseds 
whiek 42 the last Geys ef Cctober 1937 ravaged t'.2 desert region northeast of 
Damaseas way be cited as exazples ef this variety ef sudden innundation. The 
widiege of Bmeir hed 260 heuses destroyed, thet of Haadamich was conpletely 
destveyed. Official statistics place the deaths at 800 with 30,000 persons left 
hemeless. These villages were situated only a certein distance from the beds of 
the wedis, but they were et the foot of the slightly slewated asesifs which 
transverse the desert (Jebel Rawaq) and the waters, rushing down the steep slopes, 
euept everything eway. 

“a Bet what has an economic and strategic importance in the hpirogrephy of 
arid countries ere net the wadis but the water points, springs or wells made by 
men, There are @ great nuaber of water points in the Syrian desert, a desert 
much humanised, always full of nomads, dotted with ruins of many ages. The most 
favored spets for population are the valleys of permanent rivers, the Euphrates, 
Khebour, Barada, and the foot of the calcar@ous massifs where the great springs 
gush ferth more or less perennially, at the foot of Jebel Singer in the Jesireh, 
for example. Bat there are also « great number of springs or water points marking 
all the great routes ecroas the desert and the itineraries of the large nomad tribes. 
The largest wadis, which formerly in prehistoric times were the valleys of great 
rivers, generally heve, at a shallow depth, soze flow of subterranean water which is 
thus protected from evaporation, but which may dry up in time of drought. At a 


gach greater depth there ar® many subterranean water levels which are reasonably 


pernanent, The wells go down to them for their water and it is im this way that 
mest of the ozses obtain their water, especially Paluyra and Subns. Study ef tho 
ruins marking the Roman Lizes traversing the Syrian desert has shown that the 
garrisons constituting this Lines, which were nuserous end close eneugh tegether, — 
received satisfactory and permanent water supplies through « systen (which st4li a 
exiets im aany eases) of springs, welis, and cisterns coliesting rain water aud 
subterraneen conduits called foggare or Mansyet (the syatens still exist at 
Damascus and Palayra.) 

Im any case, it is extreaely important te keep in eind the value 
of these water points for all sovensnt and strategy in the Gesert--he whe helds 
the water points holds the desert. 
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HEALTH FACTORS 


The climate of the Levant states is, on the whole, a healtlyone. : 
ite dry heat is not very depressing, certainly much less so than humid heat. 
It may be said, moreover, that as Syria on the whole has sufficient altitude, 


the summer is quite as bearable there as at Fort Dix or Washington. In 


generel i. is even less depressing if cne does not go out in the sun bare~ 


_ headed and does not denand great exertions from men in the middle of the day 
(arcund noon) from July 15 to September 15. To carry further the comparison 
between this climate and that of Fort Dix, it may be emphasized that the heat 
fe mere constant in Syria; at Fort Dix after ecveral arducue days there may 
be the hope of cocler weather, while in Syria during four months of the year 
4t fe certain that the same burning and implacable cun will be seen dsy after 
Gay. Bat on the other hand, sumer nighte ere very frech and easily replace 
the daytine beat. 

. The sumer ie more humid on the coact and there the weather has 
more i Teasemblance to that of the Atlantic coast of the United States between 
Bew York ané Washingten, bas nevertheless this humidity is less in the Levant. 
The most unbearable climatic phenomena aro without doubt the dry and burning 
khansine and the eand winds in the desert. But the khazein rarely laste nore 
than 48 hours and the eand winds for even lees time. Besides, even during 
the time of the khanein the Occidental may easily pursue normal activities 

with light equipment. 

As for the wiater, it is pleasanter and more healthy in every 
respect. Thus it say be considered that an axpeditionary force of western 
origin would run so risk from the climate itself. Experiences of French 
treops im the Levant bear witness to this. Risks to the health of the | 
soldiers would be from diseases not resulting from climatic phenomena alone. 
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fhe chief dangers erise from the contagious disezses which the 
lack ef hygiene on the part ef the native population and the nest of the 
climate help to spread. fhe true desert, dry, devoid of scdentary popale= 
tion, is healthy. To ran the risk of infeotion one must £0 tovards the 
centers of population. The most widespread diseases iz the Levant art 
trachoma, typhoid fever, dysentery and, of course, malaria. To avoid izfec- 
tion with the first three of these Qiseases, it is only aececeary te observe 
strict discipline according to the ordinary rules of hygiene. Seley the 
new, "Zaropean® sections of ¢he large Syrian towns are healthy and provided 
with sufficient comforte. Bat this ie not true in the iaterior, in the | 
country where the wa water of the wells may often carry the germs ef éyceatery 
and typhoid. Great iuportance must Be attached to the fact that the pre= 
portion of the native population infected with these diseases or with 
trachoua is very high. In the country the probdlea of hygiene is in great 
part one of an abundant ev pply cf pare water and thie problem is very often 
difficult or even impossible to golive with local facilities. Pretecting 


one's face, food and water from svery contaminating contact, and especially 


fron insects, is a fundamental precaution. 

Malaria ie a sore serious endemic dicease which is more lesaliseé 
geographically. The danger of malaria was very serious wher the Allfied 
troops came to the Levant 4n 1918. Since then the improvenent of tke 
ganitary conditions by the French authorities has deen considerable. The 
economic development of the country, the better utilisation of water and 
the rise in the standard of living have contributed to this isprevesent. 

It has been clearly established by the stufiies sade in the Mediterranean 
world during the past half century that the struggle against malaria requires 
in the firet place a high standard of living, peraitting good supplies for 
the population and & better hygiene for the ishabitante. Thies hace dean 
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realised to a certain extent in the French Levant. The createst improvements 


have been in the towns and tourist eentere. ‘The new sections of Beirut, Home, 
Hema, Siop and Palmyra (in this lact oasis the inhabitante formerly lived in 
the rains of ancient temples which hed become terrible centers of infeotion). 
have greatly diminished the danger of malaria in these localities. In the 
country there kave peen isolated izprovements which have only affested a 


ensll auuber of ishabited points. | 
The region where the danger of malaria remains the greatest and 


where the highest proportion of chronic malaria is found in the population 
is the valley ef the Orontes, because it is marehy; in the neighborhood of 
the great swamps of Ghab (north of the Bekaa) and of dmouk (in the northeast 
corner of the French Levant) malaria still persiste in ite sost violent fora. 
HWeverthelecs, rigoreus hygienic measures, regular and constant control of 
all water within a radius of 2 to 3 kilometers of the villages, peraite the 
@isease to be effectively fought. 

Malaria, ac everyone knows, ie not equally active threughout the 
whole year. the Anopheles which carry i¢ have a favored season which is, 
according to Libanese statiatics, the spring (above all from Harch to Nay). 
Daring the winter sonthe their activity is considerably reduced by the low 
tezperatures; their developacnt requires several weeks with temperature 
above 22°C. It must be emphasized that every period of political and 
economic instability will bring in the Levant a lessening of the attention 
brought by aan to their control (especially in irrigation anf collection of 
rain water), and consequently an increase in the breeding of the Anophels 
end thus an increase of malaria. It is @ well known fact that any construc~ 
gion of exrthvorke and especially the digging of trenches bringe an immediate 
local increase of mlaria. 

It appears useful to draw attention to the presence of some 


insignificant Mediterranean fevers, not serious but very tedious for those 


afflictel. The most common type is the "papatacienne” fever (pspotasit). 


tranemitted by a microscopic fly, which gakes 111 many new arrivals on the 
Mediterranean coast. It passes off without serious consequences, buts i¢ is 
very weakening and makee walking difficult for eeveral days after the fever 
seeme completely gone. 

Such are the general health factore of the Levant. Improvenent 
by comparison with the conditions of 1918 1e considerable, but it is et#22 
necessary 46 preserve strict discipline and rigorously enforced hygienic 
measures, enforced individually as well as collectively. 
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VITAL AREAS 


The Levant states are and always have been, threashiodt their long 
history, a land whose chief role has been to be a sone of passage, a country 
of transit. Also, the masters of the Levant have been those who dominated 
the plains, the principal paseages, the great routes and the crossroads. 

The mountain maseife have been above all places of refuge, refuge for 
religious secte, or for political groups which did not wich to submit to the 
enthority ruling the plains. . 

In the general etrategy of the Levant, the vital regions are thus 
the great regione of transit. On the west, they are determined by the 
topography, on the east by the topography and still more by the hydrography. 

The great sones of transit which command mountainous Syria are 
the Mediterranean coss?, the Tripoli-Home depression, the depression of . 
Zebdeni, and the plateau around Alep. 

As we have seen, the littoral is a narrow footway crowded between 
the gem and the mountains. Wevertheless this path is the route taken by the 
great invasions which have succeeded each other since the most remote tines 
from Asia to Africa and inversely. A little to the north of Beirut one of 
the coastal torrents, the Nahr el Kelb, empties into the sea. The high cliffs, 
the lewer slopes of the Lebanon which overhang the ceast in this region, bear 
mumerous iuscrirtions, each comuemorating the paseage of a conqueror, from 
the Ranees, the Pharachs of Feypt, to General Allenby. The coastal route 
alwaye seenc to have been comasnied from the sea and not from the mountains 
which overlook it; it ie wery easy to strengthen each village and each rocky 
promontory. The greet Phoenician cities (Tyre, Sidon, Byblos, etc.) established 
on the epall ielande and peninsulas near the coast but difficult of access from 
the land, founded their fortunes by alliances with the armies which followed 
the coastline and which they provisioned. Again in 1941 it was thanks ts the 


guns of the Royal Navy that the allied troops were able to omash the resistance 


of the successive fortifications erected on the coast by the trocps - 
General Dents. 

The Antioch depression is now in furkish territory and the great 
breach of Tripoli~Homs is the only easy passage rz.: sAning in Freneh Levant 
from the coast towards the interior. It is @ valley which ie large and easy 
to hold for those who are firmly established at ite tvo extrenities:? the 
littoral ani the plain of Home. The easiest way to bar this valley is to 
strongly fortify the butte of the Jebel Hassour ani the sro-like creat of 
the Jebel Rija which comands to the north the upper valley of the Eshr I 
Kebir. 

The corridor of Zebdani,which leads from the southern Beksa 
towards Damagous and the Shanieh, is commanded by the cliffs whieh fora 
the sumite of the Anti-Iebanon. It is much narvower than the TeipelinZewe 
depression and he who holde the heights is master cf the valley; the Jebel 
Horeiri at the elbow of the Barafa, which comments the valley of the water 
course #0 impurtant for the life of Damascus, would be espesialily an 
objective of first-rate importance. 

Finally, in the north the plateau around Alep is the groat sone 


of tranelt, whether from the Bekaa (by the plaix of Hama) or from duatolia 
towards the desert end Mesopotamia. It ig « traly flat region, spread with 
slightly raised buttea where the town of Alep holde sway. 

the great median depression, though it orients the whole topography, 


is too marshy north of Hama to be a sone of transit. Neverthelese, attention 
mist be drawn to the two approaches at the extremities; it is entered from 
the heights which overlook the depression. To the north are the hills and 
ridges which frame the valley of the Afrine. To the south is a region of 
confused hills amonget which is found the relative Gepreesica of Merj-dyua. 
further to the east of the Bekea is that part of Syria vhere flat 


topography and desert climate predominate. From this point it is the water 
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points and the permanent water courses which aetorains ecsential cbjectives 


as they have alse determined the distribution ef populatica. Tt would be 
€ifSicult te epeak of physical ebdjestives in the duterior ef Syria; almost 
everyuhere there are big or little villages beganse the population kas 
eoliested at cach peint important fer trate, transit, or where HOE mAy 
settle down te a sedentary wey ef life. 

|  Blep at the north fo the strategic crossroade on ghe threskeld of 
(he Gesers3 Denaseus ic to the south. The=. comes the only tepegraphical 
Line important for the strategy ef the Gesert — the diagonal ef massifs fron 
the Rewag to the Gingsr. On all the principal passes which break through 
this chain are gtationed the exsec, the old caravaneer cities which commend 
the paseage. Freu svatheas: te the nertharest these are! Ymcir, Zeya, 
Manqeure, smeytd, Eafoys . Martaga, el Uttar, Hveniqe, Al-dbyad, Paluyra, 
Wekie, fekhue, Tayibe, As Sieri, Oustartye, Qseibe, and finally those lecsted 
et the feet of the clopes ceuth of the Jebel Sincar. Tio series of nacsife 
only ecommanie the veld, since it enly everlecks the desert. The important 
points are the passages where the currants of nomadic life and commerce nest, 
above all the principal cases listed (Daeyr, Palmyra, Sukhne). ths fords 
ef the Iaphrates and the Xhabour and the main orovsrcads at the foot ef the 
heights on the Syrian-Tarkish frontier should certainly be included. But 
these objectives whieh are more human than physical will be studied with the 
network of communication. 

Ghe mountainous macsifs have scarcely deen touched upon since 

they are not vital sones from the point of view of transit ena generally from 
‘the Levantine point of view. Tis ic the country of sedentary faracrs who 
have rather specialised religions and who revolt from tine to time. These 
regions may pley & eertain role in Levantine strategy in that, if the people 
living there join ene of the delligerents, they must be overcome ridge by ridge. 
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POLITICAL FACTORS 


Tre Levant States under French mandate are now unter the jurie~ 
Qiction of the National Committees of the Freee French Forces eetabliched in 
London. ‘They are administers’ by a French Gelegate general, General Catroeaxe 
Thies regine was formed in accoré with the British Goveranens after the vietery 
of the allied armies over the forces of General Dents, High Comaisaieacr in 
the Levant of the Vichy Geverament. 

The Levant, committed to Frause under o mantate of the Leggue ef 
Hations at the time of the digebersent of the Ottouan Rapiro after 2926, ae 
Aivided into two republics: the Republic ef Lebanon with ite capital 2% 
Beirat, and she Republic ef Syria whieh has Denanecus Zor its eapital. The 
rogine was set up after 1936, having as ite basis the Frasce-Syrian ond the 
Franco-Lebancee treaties which have never desn ratified ty tho Freach 
pariiement anf which it has aot been possible te apply regularly en the cpote 
Thece treation vere an attempt te erganize these terviterics politicsiiy 
according te tke principles of eatensay anf even for futare Sadependence- 
Like other earlier attexpte, these failed: the failure vas cvident sven beofere 
the staré of actual warfare 

the present eitzation permits the selutier ef the prevles ef tho 


political organigation of these territeries, at the moment unter a regize ef 


military law, to be est aside for sdgactment after the ware The politics? 
geography of the Levant is one ef the nest eonplez inaginable. The best way 
te understand the vhole problem 4e to see hew the political ergonisation 
developed after 1916 unter the French mandate. Thies saniate vas patterned 
after Article 22 ef the Covenant of the League ef Natiens, which reais? 
Sdertain coumunities formerly Delonging to the Tarkich Bepire have reasked 

_@ stage of development vhere their existance as indepenfent sations esa be 
provisionally resogaised cubjest to the rendering of aéaizictrative advice 


end assistance by # Maniatory until such time as they sre able to stend alones 
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She wishes of these communities must be & principal censideration in the 
selection of the Mandatory. * 

The mandate over Lebanon and Syria develving upon France stipulates 
that the Handatory Power must elaborate an organic statute for these territories 
and wat i¢ into cperation. Thies statute must be revised as often as necessary 
under the pressare ef oventse. The Mandatory must in evary way favor local 
| antonseies where the circunstances permit. It 4s charged with the defense of 

' ghe territories and also takes care of the external relations with foreign 
powers. I¢ wast gumrantes Syria ani Lebanon against all loss or obiigetion to 
Lease either the vhele er a pert ef their territories. It must set up a 
Sadiciary syetem ascering uatives as well as foreigners complete ecuarantees of 

their righta, etce 
| fhe French authorities endeavored to apply the mandate according to 
the epirit ae well ac the letter. In thie they encountered many difficulties 
of which the principal had not been solved after attempts lasting over a poriod 
’ ef ewenty years; this wee the problem of giving the Levant States an organic 
statate cufficientiy acceptable to the whole of the population to permit the 
aggurante of internal erder without oppression and with justice. Throughort 
the ceurse of ite history, Syria has always been a mosaic of very different 
golitieal elasente, and it still is. It hae been impossible to organise it 
inte a single unit exospt by force and by powerful authority coming from without} 
thus i¢ has managed to be a province in the Persian, Macedonian, Roman, Arabian, 
Perish, and. French Bapires. But autonony for the peoples and unity are contra- 
dictions in Syria, ani the history of the French mandate has abundantly proved 
this. 


The Development of Pelitical Geo 


A& the ond of the Great War, when the Cccident undertook the direction 


ef Griental affeirs, France found herself faced in Syria with a veritable political 


gs 


acum. ‘he collapse of the Ottonen Eapire left the varions free territerics 

in e state of total anarchy, without general lines and withent political 
traditions which might be followed. he mandatory authorities hed to dceide 
upors what basic to establish the aew political franework ani apen what principles 
er «upon what forces go build the new froatiers- Horesver, the provien was 


¢woferd: iret to determine the exterier frontiers ef Syria, te ereate an 
Gndividuality Gistinst free the neighboring territories, then to beilé ths 
Quternal etracture, the aininistrative and political fronewerk ef those terri~ 


tories. 
From the mountains of Anatolia te the deserts ef Arabia, there was 


only a mosaic of enaay svete, rival tribes, towns jealeus ef cash other, aed, 
all this in the midst ef an cmerphous pensantr7- the Tarkich aiuiaistrative 
cadren (nenjeke aud vilayets) correspended te 20 pelitienl reality. Hevhers 
aia the civil administration carvive the military deninstien vhich wae the 
principle of the Ottoman ruleec 

Baturel frentiers could be gearched for in vain; iz the Levent thay 
are lese extent than anywhere else. Tis Fivers in thie devert country ers 
often only ribbons of life, they unite more than they separate; the wountaizne, 
privileged regions because they are better vagered, are the great centers ef 
the sedentary populations, the centers of 1ife where the hard-working pepelation 
may take refuge in times of political unrest: they are not barriers. ven she 
desert ie not isolated; like the sea, it is also more & roate than a2 obstacle 
and even thie vacuum socmé to attract domination - 1% extends an iuvitation 
for political adventures. 

In the Levant historical traditions, old cultural fronticrs, Can 26 
longer be found. four centuries of Ottcenan dominatien have levelled all the 
former autochthonous political structures. Thies levelling, moreover, had been 


all the easier in that the preceding political structures had not had deep 
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roete: the Ottoman role had succeeded the Mameluke bureaucracy, which iteel? 
@eme out of the me@ieval anarchy vhich had broken up the framework of provinces 
left ty the expires of former tines (Byrantine, Boman, Seleucidean, Persian). 

- Minally, in the Levant there were only administrative limite, but a0 political 
frontiers. 

It aia nets have the advantage of econozis groupings’ on the one side, 
the villages of the felichin, isolated in the strictest of sutarchies, that of 
misery; on the other, the great comercial metropelises with unbounded horisons, 
as Alep or Damaccus, international towns in prizciple. On the one side a very 
narrow epirit, on the other a sickly meglomania; one goes iz one jump from a 
peint of view which refased to see beyond the neighboring field te a peint of 
view which cannot be contained by less than half of dsia. Above all this, the 
vagrancy of the nomads, rebels by nature against all ideas of permanence or 
even of toundaries, mist uct be forgotten. 

After the first World War, the self-dotermination of pecples and 
the principle of “nationsl boundaries" came into vogue. They tried to spply 
this to the Levant but in vain, because in this country neither people nor 
nm tion could be discovered. There was only « huge mosaic of religion and 
sects: Sunnites, Alacuites, Motovalis, Maronites, Orthodoxes, Armenians, 
Druses, Kurtis, Jews and many others of lees importance. Ti.is division into 
religious compartuents defies all the lawe of geography and even those of 
common sense; nevertheless, it is the baeie of all living reality and of all 
political life in the Levant. 

If there was no nation, there was, nevertheless, a national ideal; 
the Allies had epread the germ of an Areb renaissance when provoking in the 
desert a revolt of the Arabe seainst the Turks. This Arabian renaissance 


was et ideal which found advocates and the Allies, moreover, were engaged in 


giving birth to it. Haverer, 4t was soon seen to be imprecticable. Scarcely 
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Derm, this ideal embraced the whole “Arad world"; thet is to ey, all janis 

with a Mohammedan religion where the Arabian language vas spoken, from the Gal? 
of Guan to tke Atlantic ceast of Herecce. One could net try to build a state on 
this Gream. Im the Levant this was espesially 4{fficalt to realise as Paz~ 

_ Avabdianien, cpeaking proudly in the azue of at least 70 nilliczs, voluntarily 
ignered the next street which was orthedex Christias,, the neighboring bleck which 
was Tara or Jewish, and the surrounéing Drese er Alacuite villages. 

The result of this pelitieal situation was that the task of estsblishing 
new frontiers retarned not to the proses itcelf tut te the great povors. the 
shape ef new Syria resalted net from its free vill nor from its Gosires, but fren 
e long series ef diplonstic compromises between France and Great Britain on the 
one band end France and Sarkey en the ether. ‘The froatiors torn ef this diple~ 
matic equilibrium sre naturally extrencly delicate and have bean often changed 
4m the course of the lact quarter ef a century. ths variations reflest these of 
the diplensatic oquilibrium ef the Hear Ract- 

dhe problem of external frontiers having been thus solved, tho same 
Qivficulties are feurd in the interaal orgenisatien. In the whele territories 
placed under Yresch mandate the same iavertcbrate masses are found, the same 
geographic incoherence, the saus total incapacity to organize itself in a 


territorial nation. That is why the different formulas attempted by the asnic~ 


tory authorities have had the sme failure. It is worthwhile to make a rapid 
review of these experiences. 

a) Niret of all a Sherifian government was established at Danaccus 
for the whole territory under Fronch mandate; this regime resulted in an arned 
conflict with France and the filgnt of ite chief, King Feieal, to terzitory under 
British control (July 1920). 

b) the attempted Christian unificetion was replaced br a Federation 


of States: the State of Alep, State of Damagcus, State of Lebanon, Alaouite 
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State. This attempt led to a complete anarchy and the serious revolt of the 
Drases and of Damascus in 1925. 
c) In 1926, a new regime, under which the French Levant was divided 
into Zour autonomous states vhich had nothing im common except the French Mandate: 
1. he Republic of Lebanon, iucluding the coastal plain, 

southern Lebanon, the Bekas, half of the Anti~Lebanon, was much 

larger than the preceding State of Lebanon. But whet the Republic 

gained in area it leet in cohesion. Zhe non-Christian population 

reached a Zigure alucet cqual to thet of the Christian population, 


an equilibrium very dangercus between two antagonistic elenents. 

2. The State of Syria comprised all the interior vith 
Bauascus and Alep and received en outlet on the cez - the Senjak of 
Alexandrette. This Sanjek had, nevertheless, a epecial statute 


guaranteeing it administrative and financial automny and fevored 
treatment to the Turkish minority. 

3- The deve) Druse formed a auall State under French 
Military administration. 

4. The State of the Alacuites (also called from the be- 
ginning the Goverament of Latikia) stretched between the Lebanese 
Republic and the Sanjak of Alezendrotte, from the cea to the Orontes. 
It was peopled by a majority of Alaouites whe are an axtrene Shiite 
Mohammedan sect. 

This third regime, which was not without faults, all the sane gave to 
the Levant ten peaceful years. However, it was impossible to keep it indefinitely 
because the mall states, as that of the Alaouites or that of the Drusos, were 
not economically capable of existense. Their existence was dependent upon the 
administrative and eccnozic unity established over these countries by the French 
Mandate. Now, in principle, this nandate was provisional. Moreover, nationalist 
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agitation, especially at Damascus, demanded eatisfaction. It is this which 
explains a new reform, undertaken in the treaties concluded in 1936 between 
France on the one hand, Lebanon snd the Syrian nationalist party on the other. 
@) These treaties were applied as soon as initialed in 1936. They 
opened a new era in the political history of the Levant which was to last until 
the lifting of the wandate ani the accession of Syria and Lebsnon to full in- 
depandence and political sovereignty. A mexber of the Popular Front. governcat, 
Me Pierre Vienot, devoted hiasel? especially to this task! he wished to initiate 
for Syria andi Lebanon the procedure already followed by the Englich for — 
The political wap of the Levant ecened simplified, with only two republics, those 
of Lebanon and Syria, the latter sbuorbing the Alaouite and Druse States, The 


essential change, therefore, was a concession to the erdant and incessant claims 


of the nationalists of Damascus. Their state included thus ell the Levant uader 
French Mandate except Lebanon. Syria formed a state with « strong Novlom majority 
and Lebanon remained a etate with a slight Christie: majority. 

This new division did not give the country a stable equilibrium. ‘The 
chief reason for this wae that the new political forns originated fron without 
anf could not exist without constant foreign support. In effect, the Vieact 
reform, designed to increase the unity and strength of the Levant States, pro~ 
voked from the start of its application a breaking up and weakening such that 
the French Levant suffered ites first less of territory. 

Of the two states, Lebanen is the one which has changed the least; i¢ 
hae preserved its territorial integrity since 1935. Wevertheless, the Moelen 
minority, which formed nearly three-seventhe of the total, popalation, continued to 
express the wish to join Syria: the Suanites of Tripoli, Beirut, Snide, the 
Metewileh of southern Lebanca, the Druses and the Métawileh of the Bekes and of 
the Anti-Lebanon, were not content to be governed by authorities elected by the 
Christian majority. The most rebellious were the Snnnites of Tripoli and Saida, 


enf theas twe large tems devenfed their unten with the Moslem state of Syria. 
Bren at Beirut serieus Aiceorfers cecured. The predles of relations between 
Lebensn azd Syria hed alee a serieus eeonenic acpects; = Christian cteSewith a 
streag Keelen minority, Lebance could not live side by eide with fyria without 
boing iu comstent eppesition te 16. But this eppositien, ~elitically necessary, 
lod Zetemen te csencuie ruin besamse, a peor country iteslf end living ealy by 
commerce anf treusit, 10 equlé not exist without clese comecticns with ite hinter- 
lame The frontier ean be proserved ealy in ec far as the mandatery power is 
there te enferce pelities!, esenemic and ailitary collstoratione But what if 
this power should be removed anf leave the Lavont indspendeat? Would Lebanon 
van the rick ef tciag absorsod fate the Syrian unit? It would be difficult to 
eusert thic pesitivaly heeanse, ac seen ag its unity nad been created by the 


treaty of 1936, the Republic ef Syria began to disintegrate. 
he Sires facter in this digintegration, ani certainly the moet sericus, 
was the Yarkich problem. fScorcely had the Franco-Syrian treaty been initialed 


than Terkey elaine the Sanjak of Alexandrette. Yor thie territory, which che 
bad |.40mg Claimed anf where there was a Turkish ainority, she had been able to 
aseopt a French ucadate, but she did not accept Arab domination. How with what 
forces would an independent fyris be able to oppose the Turkish army divisions? 
The result ef this very simple equation was the formation of a new political 
wnit: an antenomous Sanjak, a more illogical formation than the mall Druse or 
Aiacalite States, because these latter were dependent at least on strong majoritios, 
while the Sanjak rested only upon the entagonien of hostile minorities. 

Thus the life ef the autonomous Sanjak was brief. Turkey continued 
‘to present her claime and the moment cane in 1939 when the great Occidental 
powers, and sepecially France, had great need of the friendship and alliance 
of Tarkey: Turkey hed a powerful arny and she guarded the Straits. To win her 


favor some concessions were granted and the cession of the Sanjak, which was in- 


eorperated in Turkish territory, wes net an excessive sasvifice fer the 
strengthening of France-Turkish frieniship. ‘The Syriss rationalist party 
protested, abevo all at Desascus, Yet it represented wo ailitezy ey coozsmis 


power capable of counter-balancing tho Taykish alliance. 

furicigh irredentian was net limited te the Saije- Yor sheng tine | 
ite propegenta hel penotrated nerthera Syria! Lep: where nearly half of the 
population ie Christian, where Turkish is still surrently epeken anf commerce 
Leads a feeble existouse ia the very narrew limits of the Syrian sarkets the 
Sesireh, a mosaic of mincritics where the goverment ef Dennsces can harfly 
dopent upon epentencous Arab loyeltyi ant even the north of the Slaontte comnts, 
whieh Tarkey has elaimel as en affition te the Ganjak since 1957° A tua meatke 
after the signetere ef the treaty unifying the north ef fyria, the Tarkich- 
Syrian freatier, until thea stable ensugh, esench uo neve to be a ceegraghis 
venlity. When the Burepean var broke eat in 1933, in Paris it was Deltoved that 
the monont vas not far off when Turksy would demand the sxsexation of Kiay {2 
vevard for ceme eeusessions t the Allies (for example, the yasenge of. warships 
through the Straits, er even iess)« 

sve: mutside thous eunstderettons of Tarepesn petition, tho waity ef 
the Syrian Republic had Yeon breken up as early ao 1939 Wy local trendse chores 
of the mais proviaces of the republis hail refused to obey the matleuslist fevers 
ments of Damncous! Jebel Druse, the Alaguites and the Jesireke 

She Pruses have been for co long tims the "enfants torrivics* ef the 
hevant. A proud and independent pesple, very yugaacious, having a long military 
tradition of victorious resistance te the Arabs, they founi 1a the velsasis 
massif of Jebel Havven, whieh they peopled ia the esurse ef the last sexturies, 
a haunt where it 49 dangerous to ventare without their censeats Very proud. ef 
their own religien, a remote vranch of Iclazm, ani experts in guerrilla warferé: 
they le@ an insurrection in 1925-27 against the French sathorities which was very 
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serious. Its gravity ani duration are explained by a temporary alliance at 

that time Between the Druses and the nationalist Arabe of Damascus, and dy the 
fact that France hei just «tripped Syria of troops, sending the best part of 
them to Nercces where the Riff uprising broke out in 1925. After 1927 the re~- 
Latiene of the French authoritics with the Druse population quickly improved 
and remained excelient. But the Druses were angered when, reunited to the State 


_ Of Syria, they acm: that Damascus was sending them an Arab governor. A Franco~ 


Gyrinn agreement, consecutive to the treaty, had granted to the Jebel a special 
eininictrative and fiuancial regime, and the @yrian goverment had agreed to 
Fespect minority commuitios. UZotwithstanding, the Druses openly opposed Demascuse 

The firct aiminietrator from Damascus arriving at Soueida (capital of 
the Jetai) had te retreat rapidly under a violent rain of stones. ‘The Drases 
Qoenamfied a govermer of Drase erigin, of the great feudal fenily of the Jebel, 
the el-Attrache. Until March 1937 all the Syrian authorities left Boucida to 
return to Syria and the Jebel Druse found itself in fact in a state of independence. 
&t the end of 1937, efter a delay of a year, the elections te the Syrian parlianent 
teel place: they were accompanied by sericus disorders. At Soucida an mtoncnist 
was eleoted depety, a neuber ef the Christian minoritys In 1936 Damascus, 
aceoriling te the wishes of the Drases, had to nemo the Bair Hassan el Atsrache 
nohfen (geverner) of the Jebel. ‘The new regime developed into a progressive 
retara te the regine previcus ts 1936. 

A sinilar histery, though less viclent, was that of the Alacuite country 
er the previsce of Katakia frem 1936 to 1939. ‘There the Damascans hai to show 
(hamsekves xere pradent then fn the Jebel, becanse Latakia is nearer to the 
Taxrkigh froatior and te the Eazjake In 1937, a meeting of prominent Alacui tos 
in katekia veted a resolutiex densnding administrative autonomy and the nomination 
ef a native of the country te the post of governor. The Alaouite country, lixe 
the Jebel, received the desired achafes. 
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Things went no better with the Christian minorities ef Syria, es 
pecially in the Jesireh vhere the Christians found themselves te de in a otreng 
majority. This wae strengthened by the immigration of the Asayre-Chaldsans, 
driven fron Iraq by the persecution of the Sannite goverment of Sagial, and who, 
going from foylla to Charybdis, found themselves under the ne less Sumite and 
nationalist governuent ef Danunscuse The Christians of Jesireh aeulé depend upon 
the Yécidia of Jebel Singar and the Kurds in the northera part of the country 
against the Sunnites. This resulted in a very clear hostility tewards Damaseust 
the goverment replaced the lesal extherities whe were showing tes mush eytpathy 
for the Christies; incidents in which Christians were killed eceured in 1937 
at dmoudas the Syrian Mehafes was then kidnapped and fount by «. Freash patrol 
abandoned in the desert. Ismassus, amneyod by this Caristian eppesitie., fu 
vited Ngro Hebbd, Bishep ef Jezirch, to leave his Glesese and fastall himself 
at Beirat. Im February 1938, a2 minister ef the goverment ef Damascus returned | 
to Hassetche, bat Yeamd ell the ehops closed in pretest. Ne haf te revura pre- 
cipitately to Deir-er-Xor where he delivered « threatening speech? “Ef, up te 
this tine, ve have not had secourse to viclence, it is besause wo waderstand hew 
to choese a favorable moment.” Trea that time relatiens between Jesireh and 
Damascus beceme more and more strained. Jesireh cofinitely refused te recegaise 
allegiance to Syria ani demanded a more strict application of the French manfate: 
fhe residence of all Denascus authorities there beiag impossible, the High 
Commissioner had to acceed to the wishes ef the lasal population in granting, 
in the fall of 1938, sfministrative and police powers to the French military 
suthority. From this time onwerd thie reg\on completely lapsed from the aatherity | 
of the government of Damaccus. 

The annexation by Turkey of the Sanjak of Alexzanirette, the secessien 
in fest of Jesireh, the growkng and almost total autonomy of tho Jebel Drase aad 
the Alacuite country, effected the dissemberucat ef the Republic ef fyria in loss 


than three years. ‘The unity of these territeries no longer depented on anything 
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emeept French military Gexization. Heresvers even at Demasens, the Syrians 
bod doen vashle te agrec. the activities of the parliment ef Syria hal let 
de prefeend Giffereases end to diserders whieh threatened to becess serieus of 
a time of verlé-vitle Eiplematis tensica. In July 1939, the Freneh High Comisstenor 
an the Levant was odiiged to suspend the activities ef the Syrian parliancet 
and even, in fest. the sininistrative astivitics ef the goverment ef Dasascuse 
He pat politics in sbayance and reterasi te a regine of nere colonial afintinis- 
eration viieh provided order. Tims eaied the Visnet experinent which should 
have Ica te the independence of these lands tut which, in fact, brought thea 
back te a rogine of allitary etxinzistration- This efainistration was cleerly 
militery frem the ostebiichaent of a state of war ia September 1939 

| Gash was the develapmeat ef the political gesgtephy ef theeo lands 
ef the Reyant between the two werld warse 


Rel Fae 4a Pelitiss 

Trae the experience of the uaniate has preved the cenmection in the 
Levant detveen political anf religious factors. ‘Thus within ite 3,400,000 
fshaviteats (uxber approximate). the Levant under French mandate inclufes 
gbeat twenty religitcas sects, zost ef which are off-sheots of Zslen, Christians ty 
or Jefaien. The deopest differences exist among the Keelems. The Sunnites 
are in the majerity with about 1,600,000. The Shiites are subdivided into 
the Métavilehe (sbeut 150,000), the Fosairis or Alacuites (about 350,000), the 
Breses (120-0001), the Ieusilichs; possibly the Yésidis or “devil vershipers® 
ghould be sided. All classification is complicated by the fact that Noslen 
 peliefs other thaa the Sunnite religion are very garbled. Thus the Hosairin, 
while an extremist mhiite sect, have preserved certain Christian customs for 
certain festivals: they constitute s religion related to Isuailim, although 


the Nosairis belicve the Ismailichs their worst enenicss. The Yosidis are a sect 


ee 
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with an origin vieh Aa certainty Noslan, Vab eariehed vith oo nay centribations 
foreign te Isle, Ghas 16 hes Resene 0 ia grate religion. tho Draxzes lain te be 
Medians becuase they wand to be gure not te bo inflésle, vet they have preserved 
no any pre-Yclenic clorente in their rites end belSofe that it way be estred Af 
thefelenenta ave not in reality predominant. 

Tro Carictians, aléheugh lexe auzerens, are ne less dividel. There 
‘are at Least oight peiucipal costs of witch feur are attached te the . asa 
 Gathelic Gurch ani four to the Greck @rthefax Guareho Water the Freneh nandate 
there hal been a reenfereement of the Christian wineriticos, especially frem the 
dunigration ef the Armenians flesyiug Turkish persesutions oni the Ascyre- 
Chaldcans fleeing equilly the persecutions ef Whe Turks ani the Frakianse The 
 Christions muaber akend 300,000 in the Republic ef Syria which has a total 
peplation of 2,200,000 anf in Lebason they umber about 900,000 out ef o total 
population of abmny $00,600 (all these figarec are approxinate, fer the different 
gources en these matters are extremely contuaiictery). The weekacss ef tho 
muaber, the century-old habit cf being "persecuted minority, has given to the 
Chriatiaas of the Levent a greater cebesicn than the Neslens and an explanation 
need nev de sought further fer the fact that Lebanca withstood tho axtenmens 
experiment botter ths Syria trem 193619396 


This preblen of the diversity of the Levantine religions has beexn 
stadied in detal by Frederick J. Hides in a book, sufficiently ezast, pabliahed 


at New York in 1912, The Religions ef Medern Syria sad Palestine. He gives a 
guggestive picture am the Introdactoery Fete: 

fgyenty-five hundred fest sbove the Mediterranean, and within courd 
of ite waves, there is an irregalar line of five villages stretching for abont 
two miles sleng the seaward slop? of the Lebanon. ‘This euall group, take 
alnsst et rendcn from the hundreds of mountain towne, may serve to illustrate 
the scope of this volume. The largest village, Suq-el-Gharb, or the Vesters 
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Market, ie peopled mainly by members of the Greek Orthodox Church, though it 
contains aleo 2 munber of femilies now Protestant. Separated on the north from 
the Western Market by ne perceptible boundary runs out Mekkin, with its large 
Convemt beléagizg to the Greek Catholics, or Greeks now united to Rome. Below 
Saq-el.Ghare and a little to the South, partly concealed by a grove of ancient 
Oaks, nestles Altat, inhabited almost entirely ty Iruses, followers of a religton 
_Of secresy and mystery, ene of the heretical offshoots of Islam. Higher up on 
the ronge is planted the hamlet of Eefun, which contains nothing bat Mohannedans, 
mat Orthodex Suxais, ifke these resident in the city of Beirut, which gleans on 
the plains Belew, but Netavileh Shi'ahs, of the cect of Islam that rules in Persiae 
anf, last of the grawp, ¢* the south is Shemlan, where are found practically nose 
Wut Maronites, preud of their membership in the National Syrian Church of the 
Lebanen, 1ike the Greek Catholics, Eastern in rite and practice, ani ike thea, 
giving allegiance to a Weatora Popes Thue segregated by groups in the compas of 
a few manfred. yards, we find exexples of all the religions to be here discussed 


at length, except the Gamal Mosleas and the Jacobite and Cathelic fyriane.... 

A Syrian is alvays ledelled #ith the tag of the particular feith which 
he fellews. Asking the €s¢aiis of a murder, you may receive the answer! 'A 
Moslem killed a Jew' or 'A Chriatian shot # Druse’. Yeu are likely to describe 


year servante, for exemple, eas ‘Two Orthedex, one Narenite, and a Greek Catholic’. 
Hew gemmen i¢ this ferm cf catogery nay be iiluetrated by the question a person 
may adic when wishing to muew the composition of e tasty dish or of any intimate 
object. ‘Su dima?! he saye in colloquial Arabic, ‘What te its religioat'® 
fhile the Osoidental separates the concepts of state and nationality 
from that of religion, it is not thus with the Orie-*al. In the Levant, where 
all the religions of the Oceident have come, for the common people their country 
4e their religion, thelr tribe. Often, moreover, tribe and religion coincide 
very Glesely, Mohenet aaif: “Study your genealogies" an’ even the Bible has at 
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/ tee beginniag long gensalegies- &t the base of the Oriental sestariaz Seating, 
| qhore ic often, mereever, as at the base ef zations] feelizg iu the Oesident, 
long histories) trafitiens, a certain past of glery (often military anf political 
glery). The consequence in the politics] field cana thus be better understecle . 

| The great geographer of the Ielam, EB. F. Gentier, has written: "The 
concepts ef nation anf religion are mingled. It is really a neticual feeling, 
which ie a senent of extracrdizary ferce and whieh resists everything. Taek 

of these nations has no relation olther with state er with the sell; it is 
scattered over vast territories, ami hac subordinate relations with the sost 
@iverse governments. Fevertheless, the nation survives threagh centuries anf 


even theugends ef years, indestrastable, unshangesdle-" 

Bat in the twentieth century, the Osoldext, taking the Gectiny ef the 
Orient under ite charge, wiched to apply there ite political fermmias: and there 
ie nothing astonishing im the fect that the political geography ef ths Levant : 


ghoulé have been eo unsteble. In besening Westernised, Leventine society wished 
te become naticnalized and immediately east ocet gave birth to a mation. Few 
as each sest was scattered hither and yes, having no definite territery, severad. 
nations were found te be living together, as shown im Blies’s exemple, in alnegt 
every corner of Syria} and thie evekening of the Oriental nationslitica profaceh 
only a great political srzarchy, sbeclutely incapable ef orgeaisation on o 
territorial framevork. It ie for this reason that caly fereign military dentustion. 
ean guarantee orders 

Créer is a need particularly pressing for the Christians whe are the 
weakest, beacause they are the least mmerous anf are without military tradi tiona. 
The Christian churohes are the most ardant partisans ef a quasi-eelenial regina, 
to be exercised, however, by « Christian powero In 1937, the President ef the 
Republic declared to a Parisian journalict in an interview: "Fraase 


Lebanese 
must not leave here, Monsieur. If Frause leaves, we shell all be massasred.* 
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Tho werd "all" is pethspo tho revels ef the Oriental tenfeacy tovaré exaggeration, 
bus &¢ is certain that only the presence of guperier ferce prevents the awakened 
natiexalions fren solving their political probleas by forces The case of the 
Jesireh prevos that eellaboration between different religions ie not yet the 
feshion iu the political custens of the Orient 

the great Areb nationalist movement is the verk of the Orthodox Sannites: 
4% enrvd cages ghe unity ef the Arabs under the form of a Sunnite State- The @yrian 


goversncat ef Denesces was Sannite as hef been the Irakian nationalist govern 


nents of Bogie end as are the ehiefs of the nationslict movenent of Palestine at 
Jerusalem Pat a Samnite State is ebvieucly inasceptable to the Orthedex ahiites 
(Iran hac Orthodox Shiitien for the efficial religion) as it is to the other re- 
lated sects ef this branch of Ialen! Nosairis, Drases, Kurd, etc. It would also 
be inaeceptadle te the Wehabites, the Puritans of Islam who hold eway ever the 
groat deserts ef Aradiae ‘the political problem of Pan-Arebies and even more nee 
Panplelenios ge ene of religious musaces- 

in practice the Sunnzites have excollent qualities: they are essentially 
en intellectual scot and the tusinesmaen of Ialame They are very influestial in 
¢he large towns, the centers of commerce; they have an intellectual @lite whieh 
ferus the universities and atadies and publishes in the west. ‘They are the Neslez 
gest which exsels in sending propaganda abroad and which beet understands all the 
diplematio finesse ef lobbyinge But they have one great weskness: they are not 
warrierse ‘The fighters of Islam are the other sects, generally less numerous and 
consequently fiercer, accustomed for centuries to constant guerrilla warfare, to 
a continual defense against ever-possidle persecution. In Syria these are the 
Drases and the Kurds, in Arabia the Wahsbites. When they find thenselves face to 
face, Furde, Drases, Wahabites have alvays beaten the Sunnitese The latter have 
only ruled thanks to an alliance with some foreign power. This they have done 
their best to accomplish since the fall of the Ottoman Bapire. 


neogstiations with all the pevers having aa interest in the Orient. Wath re 
marksble ability they have knewn hew to lean first te ons, then to ansther, in 
a way %e gain cemsessions frem those whe might fear they would definitely epness 
their interests. The Colomial Offiew in Londen, the Quai @'Creay in Paris, 

- Mussolini; Protester ef Telem, Hitler, Ghaxpien ef Oppresecd Peeples, all have 
heped at lenst eoveral times that they were geing to obtain exce ani ferever the 
favors of the great Arad uation in the making, ani never have relaticns been 
sebtled in « final manner. - 

It ic trues that the shanselleries of Burope have net always hal 


Silusions regarding the true continents ef the nationalist fannites. Fash hoped 
| te be able to use fer Ate own political ends its friendship with the Orients, 

movements Bat it is certain that the Arad nationaliots were mach selisited. the 

TiGnet experiment was, indeod, an exseption in French pelitisal hictery 4s tho 


Orient. French tradition in the Levant was anf is to depund uper the religions 
minerities, expecially upon the Christién minorities. Under the namfste the 
Levant was aduinistored by the Ministry ef Foreign Affairs (not by that of the 
Celenies) and the Quai d'Oresy was in general faithful to these traditions vhich 
go task to the Crusaiess | 

fhe treaties reorganizing Syria according to the views of the Arab 
nationalists were not to the taste of this office which delayed their ratification 
leng enough for their imprastability to be deuonstrated by actual events» us 
the Damascus goverment was greatly solicited during its short existance by other 
powers and especially by Germany. 

A strange spicote in these Arah-German relations was the tour in 
December 1937 by Herr Baldur von Schirach, Chief éf the Hitler Youth in Germany, 
through the Orient. Herr von Schirach stayed at Damascus to "study there the 
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movement and organisation of the Areb Youth." He was eccompanicd by a staff of 
about fifteen persons. Two mozths after his visit, the Demascen paper Les Echos 
deo Syrie published the fellowing article, reproduced in L'Asie Frangaice of 
March 1938 (this review, published at Paris, is « seni-efficial. organ): 
“Since the dey when Herr Baldur von Schirash showed himself in the 

salons of the Oriental-Paylece Hotel in Damascus, there seane to eomcthing new 
behind certain Syrian youth, behind eortaiz ef the lecal press, ani to some axtent 
is certain political cieglese A club, cail0d 8Arabe’, has been installed in a 
very cpio and span flat, furnished with @ striking luxury which im no way agrees 
with the means of its founderse It hae never deon able to explain the sources of 
its iastallation and of its upkeep. TEnisearies shuttle between Damascus and Berlin 
anf in certain Syrian papers comercial publicity has boen noted, the scope ef 
whish 19, to say the least, disproportionate to the needs of the markets ofDamascus 
Finally, a large 3eriin press agensy sends, free of charge, %o certain papers of 
Damascus apprepriate news by the meet rapid and congvenient methois.* 

There is no deubt that the Arab nationalists have tended since 1936 %o 


Tange themselves, according to their custem, on the strongest side, that ia to 
Gey, on the cide of the Axis anf cbhove sll Germany. The leader who is the nost 
aréext and devoted to Pas-Arabiun, the Mufti of Jerusalem, dmines)-Husseind, after 


having fled from Palestine te Lebanon where he called a Pan-Arad congress at 
Bloudane, 4s today taking refuge in Berliz. The revelt of the nationalists of 
Iraq furnishes another preef. 

i? the Freach Levant wan nore trangail after 1939, all parties aaa all 
sects compoting with each other in protesting their loyalty te the French regine, 
it is becemse the Levant States have been coastantly occupied by etrong armiss. 
It was the presence of Weygend's aray in 1939-0 which ensured order in Syria 
during the war ani after the armistice. The demobilisation of this army still 
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Left under the comand of General Deus iz 191 an imposing aunber of wall equipped 
colonial trecps. the resistance put up agaisst the Allied treeps is cuffictent 
to show that the troops ef cceapation sould have easily put down any attempted 
Are revolt. It is the sane today under the commend of Gencral Catreuz and nere~ 
over, the Irakian end Iranian examples have shown the futility ef a revelt whieh 
is not aided on the epot ty the military power ef Germany. 

But what would happen if Syria showld beccne 9 Battlefield er even find 
herself near a front? There would certainly be great cenfusione Tho Christian 
minorities have been always dedicated to a French alifance. In their afherense . 
to the adminiotration ef the Free Frensh caly one thing Geuld overghafew the 
pority ef their feeling! this is the fact that the Free French Yorees depend to 
a certain extent on Lenten and Londen has premise! « great Arad confederation 
(evidently Mosien) fer after the ware nies 

The Arab natfonalict movement would certainly tent in epite ef this 
premise made to gain ite gsed will, te loan teward the Aris, Hovertheless, ag 


certain reporte may be believed, the fizances ef the Syrian movensat have bean 
aided net only ty the British but clee by Seviet conutrivutions. Gsviet official 


doouzents attribate te the communist elexsate! a dominant rele in the *revelutiexary® 
activity (1.es, anti~Hurepean and anti~Prench) of the Avabe in fyria oni Eebanen. 
The nationalist party, neverthsless, would net hesitate te turn against former 
sponsors if it believed 1¢ te be in ite interest. Obvicasly everything will depend 
on the state of the Zerces. - Here, as elsewhere in the Orient, the Reman maxine 
"Sow oreo in order not te have to use it" preserves its ful) value. 

One could only hesitate ever the attitudes ef the heritic gests ef Selant | 
Bruses, Alaouites, Kurds. Their rele is important because they are the fighters 
of the district, the traditional mercenaries nad always miiitery skvenbusere: zt 
is these which the drab nationalist party uses whomever 1% wants te poe rather 
serious disorders. Thus the Drases, Kurds and aleo Marecaize (whe are the varricrs 
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of Maghres) provided the framework of Ara> quorrilla varfare in Palestine in 1936-39. 
Dat’ thoes Binoritics, as ve have alreaty inficated, are most strongly eppesed to 
the whole Fan-Aved or Pan~Iulom program. They will de for the powers which guarantes 
thes the greatest sutencay an/ pay them the best (this will eppeel perticularly te 
the creat foetal families which hold nest of Jebel Drase). 

Cae last problem eheuld be ecamineé in the existing eltuatica! what would 
be the rele of the Vichy goverment in case the military cituatioen should briag 
the Syrian problen bask to the Limelight? Vichy has eavissged, at Least since tho 
opring of 1941, am eventusl progr ef resenquering tho “2iacidence", that is to 
cay, the territories which have gous ever te the Free Freach Forces. Strong prescare 
in vais Girestion is axereised by the Germans. 3ut theeo hepeses ef reconquest have 
appeared te bo dirested more teward Byeatoeriel Africa than toward fyria, surrowied 
on ail aides by territerics cextrelied ty the United Nations. What part of the 
Freash population renaining Syria would vish a retura to the aiuiatstration of Vichy? 
Without doubt a very sxall part, if any. ‘The resistance of the Dens regime ig 
explained by the fest that the gonsral had under his comasnd colonial troeps (which 
like to fight, ne matter against whom), well equipped and officered by officers 
of the army of the Levent ani cf North Afriea. Mew this group of officers, like 
the officers of the navy an‘ for almost the cam@ reasons, have rarely been pre~ 
English. A great number of the French officers of the Levant believed, rightly 
or wrongly, that the Syria revolts and especially that of the Jebel Druse were 
inspired by the English. They tended to believe Pan-Arabism a British intrigue 


intended to eviet France from the Moslen worlds The Franso-British alliance vas 


never very sincere in the Levant. From this came the resistance to the aries, 
though in part Freneh, of General Wilson in 1912. I¢ does not seen, on the other 
hané, that there is as much to object to in American polities in the Orient and 
the entry of the United States into the war has certainly greatly deoreased the 
possible influences of Vichy. ‘he entry of Pierre Laval into the goverment, will 


Dawe anly ofieé. te the muber of dotemined particans of the United Nations 
‘amaigat the Tremsh of the Levant. This peizt chewlé not be cossluied without 
Fegalliing “he essential vole playel anengst this Freach celeny ef Syria ty tho 
@vgsalestions of the Gathelic Ghureh whieh certainly deco set take the part of 
the Anig Su any part of the Moliterrenean 

Fineliy yablis cpision in the Levant is not blind to the esexenis 
sitaatier, This has been groatily impreved siuse the afimisistration ef General 
Catroux ancleded fyria ani Lebanen in the whele oseneay of the Orient and brought 
an. ead te the British Dlcskade which vas exereiced agaiust the territerics wader 
Fiekye Pais retara to ccenenis prosperity kas helped to recnferce the popularity 
ef the Free Trezsh anf in a mere general way that ef the Uxited Hatiozse 

@ush ie the present political siteaties in the Lovazd under Freech 
mandates Xt will develep necerding to the play of fercess Zhe Crient hao always 


been a land fall ef curprises, but these surprises seareely ecour im the face ef 


an afequato ullitary fercee 
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Yoslems end Neahes Pesha Oppose Tabot 


WR EAS fabet?sa decree abolishing appointed deputies and’ ine 

“ie ah : ss gpeasing eleated deputies in favor of Christians, 
LONDON b. infuriated the Moslems. Under the leadership ef Sheilh 

ALG. De [= Mustafa Khaled, Grand MurtL ef Lebanon, they formed a 

CAMS OD, 

L. BD. aa, 

INSTR. | 


SECRET 


CLASSIFICATION 
1° —memayrererone: 


Ts =“ An (fan | citar: 


committee, including Sunnis and Shias, and also the Druzes. 
It comprised many prospective candidates and other notables. 
Strong protosts wore lodged with the French, and copies were 
sent to the British and American Ministers. Ahmed Bey Daouk 
was sent to Beypt to approach Nahas Pasha for help. 


On June 28 a vigorous press campaign was opened in Cairo 
newspapers protesting against the Tabet decree. (Note: The 
campaipn was in all probability inspired by the Epyptian Gove 
ernment, and there iss ome evidence that it had British appro~ 
val if not active stimulation; sce comment on Spears! speech 
below). 


lahas Pasha sent a telegram to General Catroux in Beirut (exact 
date unimowm) urging reconsideration of the matter, suggesting 
a ratio of deputies of 29 to 25. Catroux called on the Mufti 
and said that he approved of a compromise as’ suggested by Nahas 
Pasha, The Moslems retained their committee, with Umar Bey 
Daouk as Lay chairman. 


Prior to issuance of the Iielleu decree, Umar Bey claimed that 
the Comnittee (or Gonference, as it was sometimes called) had 
as its object the insistence on Moslem rightd of electoral 
representation and share in Government offices, and in taxa= 
tion, proportional to their numbers in the population. Just 
as France was responsible for keeping their share Low, so it 
was French domination that they now opposeds and efter the. 
Tabet discriminatory decree they were absolutely determined 
to fight the unfair distribution of deputies. This latter was 
their prime cbjective. 


Umar Bey was asked whether, if a satisfactory solution such as 
the Nehas Pasha suggestion were adopted, the Moslem Comittee 
would continue to centralize and direct IMoslem pclicy. He re= 
plied that in such an eventuality, probably sach candidate 
would proceed on his own, and no single list or platform would 
be drarm up or adhered to. It is believed, however, that the 
actual identity of successful candidates is a matter of compara- 
tive indifference, and that Ifoslem rights in the economic and 
administrative field will be upheld by all candidates. They 
have been driven into a new internal unity. 


SECRET 
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Umar Ley was very moderate in expressing his hope for a union 
with neighboring Arab States. Ile hoped that an independent 
Lebanon would maintain community in customs control and finance, 
abolish internal passport and trade barriers, ete. Ie depre=- 
cated local division along sectarian lines, and maintained that 
altar] unnecessary and secondary. He made no ¢laims for Pane 
Is Sie 


Other Lebanese, Christians as well as Moslems, indicated that 
4f Moslem deputies were not increased, there would be enormous 
pressure to detach the predominantly Moslem south, Bekaa and 
Tripoli regions (none of theri in the pre-1914 Lebanon) and let 
them revert to Syria. There were members of both sects who 
favored this alternative to the unfair domination of Moslems 
founded on the Tabet deerce. 


General. Spears returned to Lebanon from England and requested 
the Ilufti to agree to a slight reduction of the lIloslem clains. 
The llutti replisd that if this request meant that Great Britain 
was interfering, and would continue to interfere, the Moslems 
would gladly accept any compromise Spears wuld suggest. 


Then came iM, Helleuts decree of July 31, 1945, his explanatory 
speech on the radio, followed by a talk by General Spears. The 
latter spoke of Moslem acceptance of the new 30-25 ratio of fs 
deputies, and appealed to Christians to accept it. The friendly, 
pro-losiem tone of the talk was well received by the Moslems, 
who only regretted his emphasis on "France" when he said: ae 
"France, by the measures which have just been taken by li. Helleu, 
has begun to implement the promise made." They ask how "France" 
isding this, when there 1s only a self-formed Free French ad= 
ministration and a Committee of National Liberation, and even 
these ere not recognized as speaking or acting for the French 
Governnent. 


Christians 


The majority of Christians have been brought up to fear loslem 
domination above everything else, and although many educated 
men and women have progressed intellectually beyond this stage, 
yet subconsciously, at least, the old fear persists. The im- 
petus given by the British to Arab aspirations and Arab initia- 
tive in settling their affairs has meant, to Christians of Leb- 
anon, raising the chances of being submerged in an Arab (i.e. 
Moslem) sea. 
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‘Hence Christian obsession with retaining foreign (1.6. 
Christian) control, and Maronite attenpts to keop a working 
and safe majority of deputies. By ncw, most Christians feel 
that their first choice for the controlling power, America, 
is out of the question. The; feel that their second choice, 
England, is not to be depended upon, because: 


1. She has not fulfllied her somewhat vague and mis- 
leading promises. _ 


2. She seems to have gone in for pro-loslem activity %ec 
keep a hold on her wider interests. 


‘3 She cannot or will not stand up to French pressure 
(e.g., affair of Rashid Mukaddam of Tripoli) cr pro- 
tect those who work for her from French vengeance. 


Therefore France is the only acceptable foreign protector, in 
spite of her record and the weak constitutional position of 
French representatives and the bleak future of French prestige. - 
The Maronites in particular will stick by the French ari@’sup- 
press their own misgivings, though many of the Greek Orthodox 
and minority sects are much more amenable to genuine cooperation 
with Moslems for the sake of Arab unity. 


The stiffening of organized Moslem resistance brought about 
closer contacts between Christian sectarien leaders. The 
Maronite Patriarch assured the initiative, called meetings of 
bishops of various churches. One can safely dismiss the rumors 
that they threatened to boycott any elections on a basis other 
than the Tabet formila by excommmicating Christien candidates. 
But though it is true that the Greek Orthodox leaders formed a 
semi-lay committee to work for the welfare of their sect, and 
adopted a rather conciliatory, middle-of=tre-road policy, yet 
inter-religious tension has definitely incieased. 


The Helleu decree and the Spears speech, caused the Petriarch 
to order his relative in the triumvirate Government, Tawfik 
Lutfallah Awad, to resign; this he did, and distributed leaf~ 
lets explaining his righteous stand. (Awad, with a far from 
savory reputation, has been niclmamed by the press in past years 
by & diminutive of his first name, Toutou, which is also a com=- 
mon name for a pet dog, and in conversation in Beirut he is 
froqiently referred to by this contemptuous epithet). 
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The Patriarch further protested violently, in the name of all 

the Christlans. It 1s said that he informed the Armenians and 
other linorities of his stand on their behalf, as they had 
each lost a deputy, but that they requested him to accede rather 
then have their claims cause a clash. Two das later, having 
thus established his position as guardian of the faithful, the 
Patriarch ordered Awad to withdraw his resignation, and a second 
Set of his proclamations appeared. 


General 


in apite of the broad general split between Christians and 
Moslems, there are bitter feuds within various sects = the 
Karemeh=lukaddam rivalry among Tripoli Moslems, the Majid 
Aralan-Kamil Jumblat-Jamil Talhouk triangle among Druzes, and 
the Edde-fabet group versus Sheikh Bisharah Khouri and his 
Destour party sanong Christians. | 


The Lebanese system permits anomalies such as enabling the 
Christians to cast the deciding vote between Karameh and Muke~ 
addam. These feuds therefore cut straight across the general 
cleft, ond obscure’ its outlines, but it remains, underneath, 

the superstructure, ready to come devastatingly into the open. 
It owes its depth and importance to the French policy of "divide 
and rule", sktlifully propagandized throughout this generations, 
One is led inevitably to the conclusion that the French desire, 
even above the welfare of their mandated territories, to retain 
control of’ at least a reduced Lebanon at all costs. 
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August 27, L942 


¥e, Jesse KacKnight 
608 Hutehins Buliding 
fonth and D Streets 
Washington, GB. S. 


Dear Hive MacKnig bts 


ZL had yesterday a long conversation about 
Aveble affairs with a Bouton lawyer who is hine 
Seif an drab. He telis me that tse Arable-Language 
sewopaper AL Arous, whieb used to he published at 
41 Yorvester Street in Boston, has been dead far 
about tvo years. This saforaation will probably — 
be of interest to Hrs. ALtMAN» 


‘Very sincerely yours, 


(Signed) B. D. Meritt 


Be. BD, Meritt 
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Sons of Lebanon Club 13515 Mai SEER puns 158 
Brotherhoed Orthodox Sousdie Syrian Society 737 Broad St B 


Danbury 
Syrien-hebanon American ef Danbury 258 Main Street 
' Sons & Daughters of Pioneers Club 51 William Street 


New Haven 
Syrian-Lebanon-American Progressive Society 137 Orange Street 


Norwich 
Syrian American Brotherhood Society of Nerwich 41 Thames Street 


Torrington 

yriqn and Lebanese American Cluls CHI Bow Street 
pepeebary was Pais 

ebanon Tabanan Syrian lu 114 Grand Street 


United Ladies ee and Syrian Am cee Willow and Mein Streets 
Young Lebanen Syrian American Club 247 South Main Street 


Winsted 
Syrian Americen Ladies Club P.O, Bax 395 
Syrian American Club of sinsted P.€. Box 305 


New Londen Yo 
Syrian American 3 GAR And cage ey on 1997 


5 met LCT OF COLUMBIA _ 


Syrian American Club of Washington,D.C, 1552 Sth Sts N.E, 
Syrian Washingtenian Club 5200 16th St., NeW. 


(contact) Deak S$. Sado. enema Spa S200 Volh St. iw, 


- ah 


Adamn3 
Lebanese Social Club of N, Adams, c/e Edna C, Shakar 87 Commercial Ste 
Syrian American Club,c/o Joseph George 50 Summer Street 


B_eston 
Syrian American Club of Boston 44 West Newtan Street 
Syrian Women's Club 7% Boston 198 Beacon Street 
Syrian Relief Associatien Room 515, 6€ State Street 
Syrian Child Welfare Society 93. tyler Street 

Syrian Ladies! Aid Seciety 44 West Newten Street 


Pithbur 
Syrian a tneieea Club of Fitchburg and W. nchenéon 
c/o Healime P. Joseph 93 Gak Street 


Lawrence 
yrian Young h.en's Assn, Inc, £41 Oak Street 


f poy? 
Lowell . oe 
Syrian-Lebanewe: American Associatien of Lowell c/o Frank Skafi 

Fletcher Street 


worwood ; 
Syrian American C1 ef Norwood, c/o Emilie Moses 15 Dean Street 
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Pittsfield 
Syrian Américan Club of Pittsfield c/o E.B, Karam 16 south Street 
oytian American Ladies! Auxiliary c/o M.D.Hashim 137 w, Housatonic St 


Quiner 

FraS Banner Society 66 Winter Street 
Sons of Lebanon of Quiney Lebanon Street 
Ladies! Auxiliary Sons of Lebanon Soclety Lebanon Street 


Springfield 
Sycian Ameriem Assn, of Springfiled c/o Cosmo M, AsnsarasEsq. 115State 


Worcester 
yrian American Association of Worcester Sl Wall Street 


_NEW HAMPSHIRE _ 
Dover ; 
moricaneSyrian Assn, 5 Orchard Street 


Mancheste:: 
yrtan-Amsrican Citizents Assn. of Manchester 57 Spruce Street 


New York, 


Albeny 
yrian Business Men!s Assn, of Albany c/oFred 1INo. Pearl Street 
Etoll 


Carthage 
Syraméric Club of Northern and Central N.Y, 


c/o Miss Malaky Maroun 221 State Street 
Geneva 
Sty Michael's Youth Society c/o Mary George,c#3, 24 Geneva Street 


Glens Falis 
yrian Ladies! Club 25 Rogers Street 


New York Cit 
Arab Nations League $05 Sth «venue 
The Jedeetha United Sochety, Inc.c/o TeN, Akl 288 5th Avenue 


Oleon i 
Anmér¢ Lebanon Club,c/o Gorge Wa Sader,Sec{ 4C6 Exchange Street 


Poughkeersie 


Knights of Lebanon -:i::. 
; Room 205, 234 Main Street 
Lebanon American Club, Inc, 25 N. Hamilton Street 


Tro 
S5FTahamorioan Club of Trey and Capital District 179 Fourth Street 


Binghampton 
sleph Fa Tam Club c/o MissTillie Ellis,Sec, 57 Verment Avenue 


treang burs 
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Grsoasburg 
Qitusest Girls! Club c/o Miss Lily Joseph 743 Highland Avenue 


licEsesport 
Syrtan Lebanon Society c/o Mr. A. Salim 211 Fifth Avenue 
werancen —_—_—_—__--- 

St. Josepnts Syrian Women's Society 234 So. 16th Avenue 


feyrian Civic Society of Lackawanna County 6354 No. Sumner Avenue 


Syrian Civie Society Auxiliary of Lackawanna County 

654 No. Sumner Avanue 
Weshington 
Voung Syrian Ladies! Society c/o Mrs, Alexandria M. Elias 

960 Chartiers Street 


Wilkes<-Bansr 
HatIncEPnoLE Girls! lub 90 Stanton Street 
Syrian Girls! Fellowship Club c/o Miss Josephine Saba, Pres. 


765 No. Washington Street 
fa) 


; eons 4, 


RHODE ISLAND 


Central Falls 
Maria Rose Charity Nesdatetton c/o Mr, Louis Joseph 

511 Dorrance Bldg. Pawtucket 
Syrian American Association 182 Washington Street 


Pawtucket 
yrian American Associatior 81 Park Street 
Syrian american Democratic Club 100 Park Street 
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September 1, 1942. 


Mr. &. B. Hitehcock, 
Foreign Origine Seotion, 
War Savinge Steff, 
Treasury Lepartzent, 
Washington, D. G. 


Dear Mr. Hitehcock: 


I spoke on the telephone this morning with Kire. 
Seabury about a liet which I have regeived of affiliated 
wombore of the Syrian and Lebanese American Federation 
of the Eastern Séates, She told me that you have the 
aatvece of thie federation at 60 State Street in Boston, 
My informant tella me that there are three similar federa- 
tions for the pideweat, the west, and the south. ff give 


you here the addresses: 


The Hid-Weet Federation of Syrian-Lebanese 
Anerican Clubs, 

Hi, Be. U. Baad, 

Regional Manager, The Maytag Company, 

1250 South Western Avenue, 

Ghicago, Illinois. 


The Southern Federation of Syrisan-Lebanese 
Auerioan Glubs, 

ur. ve x. Abrahaa, 

S587 Weet Capital Street, 

Jackson, Missieeippi. 


The Western Federation of SyPian-Lebaness 
Ameriean Gluba, 

Mr. A. M. Malouf, 

224 Beet Lith street, 

Loe Angeles, Galifornia. 


Each of these organisations hes cany chaptera, but 
the home office, eo to speak, in each ense is at the 
eddvees { have listed here, 


Wath beet greetings, I am, es ever, 


Sincerely yours 
(wigned) B. VW Jone 


Bien B. D. Karats. 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn: from this file: 


File Designation L5 YL - FO 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 


available for examination. The item identified above has been witharawn 


because it contains: 
[<}Security-classified Information 


[| Otherwise Restricted Information 
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Mr. DeWitt Poole 


SUBJECT: Mrs. J. Aggiman 


| a oe 
S. Aggiman is the wife of the late Jacques Aggiman, 

a prominent enginéer~contractor of Ankara who came -to this 
country about a year ago snd who died suddenly here in 
Washington during the summer. He was well, and I believe, 
favorable known to Mr. Howland Shaw of the Department of 
State, who, as you know, served a number of years in our 
embassy in Turkey. 


I first met the Aggimans in Turkey in 1950 and again 
in 1952. Since their arrival in this country I have seen 
them both frequently and came to know Mr. Aggiman very well. 


Mrs. Aggiman has written me recently, asking if there 
might be some niche in the war effort where she might be 
useful. It has occurred to me that your part of our organi- 
zation might be interested in her. In addition to her 
command of languages (Turkish, Greek, French, and I believe 
Italian). Mrs. Aggiman has an intimate knowledge of person- 
alities in Turkey, particularly those in the government. 

Her husband was on close terms with the late President 
Ataturk and was a member of the pro-Ally group in the Peoples! 
Party. It is my understanding that he held a Canadian pass- 
port (he was in Canada during World War I) as well as his 
Turkish papers. 


If you are interested and desire further information 
before contacting Mrs. Aggiman, I shall be glad to be of any 
help within my competence, 


Mrs. Aggiman's address is: Hotel Wellington, Seventh 
Avenue at 56th Street, New York. 
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Mr. Jesse Macknight 7 | PLEASE RETURN TQ LIBRARY |. : 
Department of Justice | APEX BULLE. "14 153 
Washington, D.. Cc. . See ee ee wee 


Dear Kr. MacKnights 


+ Sentence a neared 


. . . As you know, I ‘Seneies from time to ‘time memor~— 
anda on the Arabic-language press in the United States. 
from one of the professers at Princeton University. He 
is well acquainted in Arabic circles in New York and 
eceasionally comes by information which he feels that he. 
mast give to semecne and frequently he gives 1t to me, 
although it is not, strictly speaking, within the province 
- of morosen political activity. 


Just this week I have received word that: he has | 
strong suspicion that four individuals in particular are 
making @ business of anti-British gossip. He claims there 
| ign evidence, so far as he is aware, thet these men are 
Axis agents or enemies of this ceuntry, but he believes 
that the intensity of their hate for Britain makes them 

desire her. defeat. These four individuals dres._ 


7. ae Nazim Adhani, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
- AIT Joudy(Itenrary) , c/o Palestine Trading. 
. ee Go., New York Gity 
f+ Mahomed Eaeabin, c/o Azeez Shaheen, 305. West 
Adama Bt, Chicago, Ti. 
his ‘Shahir Dahir, Beitein Co., New York City = 


I do not know whether you care to proceed to any 
investigation on evidence of this kind, but it. seemed: to. 
me my duty as a private eitizen to pass the. information on 
to you ba any use you care to make of ite. 


me ine: MOE 


Very sincerely yours, 


C. 0.1. - Ff. samba cory 


(Bigned) B. Dy Meritt 


B. D, Meritt 
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[This information is based on a private and reliable 
source which I am not at liberty to divulge. It is 
given for further investigation by government agencies. ] 
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ry To: DeWitt C. Poole 


Subject: Some Axis Sympathizers (] 


British-Arab relations have not been free of concern to 
the United Nations. While the majority have desisted from em- 
pafassing Britain, some among the Arabs have beer active on be- 
half of the Axis. Many of these are in South America. Fortu- 
nately, this country is almost free of them. There are, however, 
a few who hate Britain to the extent that they are practically 
pro-Axis. I submit the names of four individuals who seem to 
hevemede their business anti-British gossip, and attempt to 
influence their fellow Arabic~speaking individuals against 

Britain. While they have neither the means nor the position 
to do much damage, their zeal in preathing against Britain 
might result in disunity among an otherwise loyal foreign 
community in the United States. There is no evidence that they 
are Axis agents or enemies of this country, but the intensity 
of their hate for Britain makes them desire her defeat. It 
might be wise to watch them. If they are innccent, an inves- 
tigation will not harm them; and if they are guilty, they should 


be stopped before any damage is done. 


The names are: 


Nazim Adhami, Cedar “apids, Iowa 

Ali Joudy (Itenrary), c/o Palestine Trading Co., New York City 
wuhammad Ibrahim, e/o Azeez Shaheen, 505 W Adams St., Chicago 
Shahir Dahir, Beitein Co., New York City. - 
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Dr. Hans Hoff was referred to me by Count Ferdinand Gzernin, 
nr eT pout a ar “erent yom eeapnane 
who said that he might be of interest since he had just returned 
from Iraq. I referred the matter to Francis Kalnay because Iraq 


falis in his area of operations. Mr. Kalnay has now sent me the 


enclosed copy of the record of his interesting interview with 


Dr. Hoff. 


EnelLosure 


Mr. DeWitt C. Poole 


Attached is copy of my interview with 
Tr. Hoff, whom you referred to me. 
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Colonel Buxton 
Francis Falnay 


Re HANS HOFP 
ThAG 


Residence: 119 West 0 Street, N. Y. C. (SUsquehanne 77475.) 
Dr. Hoff, a former Austrian, is on eminent nerve specieliet end 

prain surgecn, with special ekill in tropical neurology and psychiatry, 
who wae @ Professor at the University of Vienna for more than ten 
years. He ie 45 years old, has a Czech wife who jie eleo a physicien, 
ang @ five year o1¢ child. 


Shortly efter his errivel in the United Stetes in 1936, he received 
an invitation from the Government of Traq to teach at the Redical 
School in Baghdad, and left for thet country on Sept. 3, 1958. He 
remained in Bagnded for four years and returned to the United States 
om Septeater 2, 1942, by Clipper to Miami. He hes applied for a 
commission in the Amy. Dr. Hoff travele on an American leigaet+paacer 
and hae taken out “first papers.® He speaks Inglish, German, Arabic 
and a little French. 


Undoubtediy an outstanding individual, subject voluntarily gave up 6 
very lucrative practice and position in Iraq and returned to the 
United States in order that he aight "do edmething essential® to hulp - 
win the war. (Hie salary in Baghdad, apart from private practices, sas 
‘about 259 pounds a month, ond the Prime Winister of Ireq offered to 
doubie his selary and give him Iraq eitigensbip if he would stay.) 

He gives the lapression of being 4 apn of high courage and intelli~ 
gence, with keen insight and underatending of husan notives.. 


In hie intimate yelationship with the leaders as well as the commen © 
man of Trag, he 4e in a unique position to exert political 4nfinence 
and eecure inforcation there. He has friends among high ‘Governnent 
officials, political, sociel and tusiness leaders. [ie waa their. 
hyeieten, well liked ond trusted. He is also a personsi friend of 

14 Jowtes, vresent Amimecador to the United States. Subject stated — 

ifs willingness to return to Iraq, 4f it shosid be felt that he could 
be nore useful to the war offort by renaining in that country. 


Appanded to this report ic a idet of important figures in Ireq, with 
‘erief deseriptive notes, prepared for us by subject. Also, three photo- 
static copies of documents signed ty Tahsin EleAskari, H.C. Sinderson 

and Jamal Baban, respectively. fy 


The Wedical School at Baghded is under the sponsorship of the Iraq Governnent. The Dean, 
ur, Sinderson, is an Ynglishsen end the official language of the school Ls Engliieh. Of 
the fourteza srofessors, all were English with the cxception of subject and two Iraqi. 
There are sueut fifty on the teaching staff, and around 250 students. 


" PREVALENGE OF DISEASE: 


Subject stated that nearly everybody in Iraq watfers from dysentery, aalaria, hockvers 
end a disease caused by a Fuphrates River amoeba which enters the bladder. Typhoid, 
tynhuse and syphilis ere widesuraad; also a form of tro-icsl neuravthenie ceuced by bye, 
tense heat. Subject, who ia 4 scientist as well ag e physician, digesvered tae sourse 

of tranamiestion of Begel’e diseace, a form of syphilis found in ‘the ehiidren of Beddulns. 
Nbout a million and a half people suffer fron this iliness, cut of ‘a powilation of | 
epproximately five atllion. 


Mm \ tiinety per cent of the Iragi are non-Christian. The KURDS, who inhabit northern Trad, 

> ara oro-British, as are the AGSERTANB, who are Christians and form 2 very enakl part of 
, the sopulation, The JES, whose influence is srall and who live in constant fear, are 
i alan. prouBritish. A feu of them are wealthy; the crest nase je axtromely poor. The 
sALDEANS, middle clase people, many of therr hotel-keepors, are orowtiagi. Tho ARUSRTANS, 


’ 


TRAG = 2. 


oe. were lergely pro-Nazi, have, since Russia's entrance into the war, somewhat changed 


their abtltuce. thile they ave anti-Communist, they are pro-Ruselen. The ARABS are 
divided inte the Sunni, and Shieh religious sects, and hate each other, The Sunni are 
pmaller in numbers but greater in influence, since they are the governing class. They 


_  . S¥eifne toward Turkey, and are pro-Nasi. They fora 7O£ of the population in osul; 
| “95% 4m Baghdad and 0% in Basra. The Snieh form the wass of the population of the 


léwer clees, and their spirites] center is Wajef. They incline toward Persia. 
The Arab is inclined to believe atories of Geran successes, and feele the British 


*' thavé nothing to show.® He is apt to be enthusiastic about the Geraaye “util he gets. 


‘too close to thea.” Subject believes that in the event the Germans were to break through 
te Caucasus, the major part of the Iraq posulation would be disinterested, while many 
would fight on the side of the Nesis. "The Arab is a fighter, and he aduires Fuosia for 
her militery resietance,." However, subject added, the Arabs have little intere;t in 


Russian ideology. 


” ‘Wane 4 are betesen. 20 and 15,000 nem in a desert tribe; thay are brave men and exelent 
Sighters. The Ateb regards hieself aa ~ conpletely free pan eho, although under the 
. ° Snfluence of his‘sheik, looks upon hin me as the father of the. family than ag a dice 
; tater. ae adeires other frees zen, and is iapraseed by good horsemanship end SaOtsEr> - 


hoe frag ts preponderantly po aige eo there are some industries with which an 


dome fanliferity. ‘In Baghdad, there are textile factories, e few soap factories snd 
her nilis, acstly in the hands of pro-Nesi Arabe. He related a story of one will which - 


‘ ‘< secisad an order for ‘blenkets fren the Englich Aray. It enpleyed about 360 workers eto 
en averegs wage of one and a hslf pounds ser wees, Tt was said that the oxner nade over 


ven thousand pounds on this gingle deal. 


: oohiest stated there was no “searelty of ‘fava in trai » althougs eugar is pathone’ soe. 
ewe is af an inferior quality, 


tn 198, when aubdject arrived in baghdad, he found the German  Anbaseator,. Br. Erobs, 
Sie oe, antrenohed in Baghdad society. He had a staff of about 20 very able gen, #12 


cleliste and #21 propagandists. The Ambessador was very powuler, and used. to invite 


all ‘the leading individuals, including professional people, businescaen, ett., to 


seotsl wsckly entertatnnente at his hone, He evon invited the Mnglish,. asuaring them 
he wap vot a Nast, . 


"If any of the eheike needed money, Dr. Kroba would elweys help him cut." Many tines, | 
ren subject visited native patients, he would find Br. Kroba sitting at the bedside, 
‘e ané his sides carried on a very affective canpaign of personel propaganda. 


PLURL: 


Bahri, eho works with the Nasis end used to broadeast for then from Berlin, is no longer 
heard on the air. Subject was told that he nae been aade 2 "Minister" in Italy. Sy the 
gene token, the Mefti, aleo in Italy, now calls himself °Prenter of the United. Arable ee 
States." Bahri, in sabject's opinion, is utterly corrup t, and would work for eaybony 
sho peid him well. Hie wife and child are in Iraq. 


dnti-cemition, largely Nesi-inspired, ic widespread. Both the German and Ttalian broaé= 
cagte now concentrate their efforts on promoting anti-sesition. very night et 7330, « 
broadesat is heard in Baghdad, in Geraan, werning rich Iraq Jews that they til] be wiped 
and their property confiscated. Trey are singled out by name on the air, 


an }? 


SOURCE OF COMMUNICATION: | 


£ ie the opiaion of subject that the Turkich sleeping-car conductors transport 
information back and forth for tho Nasi underground. 


ci 


One of subject's patients war Rachic. Ali, former Prine Minister. decording to subject, 
he is a ain with limitiess ambition; not so such prosNaed an pro-Rasiid Ali, ft wae be 
whe started the rioting aguinst the British. He promised the British that he would see | 
- that thelr woren and children sere taken gut by plone; hovever, vhen they reached the 
|. phage where the plenes were to pick-them up, they were held es hosteges instead. . 


"ab the snd of four days, the Treq ammunition gave out. “Qome pronBritich rheike wore = 
“+” gen to convey thts information to the Uritish, burt in spite of thie kneiledgs, Britics 


vont etroyed ty the Iraqi. The Iraq. 
. eee ot to send troops into Baghdad. 
: _ ring in Baghdad. | —* ee . 


eee re 1940, antieBritish propagenda in Iraq becane very ope, and the Britiah come 
(iindty gag very mich dieturbed by the lack ef protest ty thelr government represen¢- 
= giver. They felt thet Sir Basil Newton, their. Anhessedor, was doing nothing to combat - 
L.. faint Gnfluence, He haa since been recalled and replaced by. fir lipo fornealiie. 


: However, $a, subject's epinion, they are going ebout if, in the wrong way, The Foreign 
3; O€Sive’ een} ob young wen vhose only qualification wan that they could speak Arabic, = | 
Rab who Red absolutely v2 understanding of the ydople. They do net wiz with the 
|| fopuleyion, bub resain aloof. Tne Tragi and old évebs are very skepiclous of propae 
2 ganda. They do.not believe moet of what they hear o8 the radio. oy see in the movies. 

_) 9 theonly «sy te approach an Arad Le through “persdgaa propagenda,® Ike that of 


. fe wale only dfter the 1941 Bevolt thet the British began t9 use counterspropagatite. 


-  Sybeteracy in Treg is elzost universal, Ths attractive booklets which the Britich send 
4,» #26 'vead only, by a fem pasha; the population Ltself has little-notion of whet they -. 
7 ggateins The gative adainistration fs poor, end the poptlage tisaghithe Sritish for- 
"  thigthe Lowered standard of Living. ae ae ae 


Tae -Britioh Babesty 16 "full of young mes” who tre scorned by the sheike becouds they 
ape got fighting, ‘fhe Beitish,® they say, “are not Tighting. Theat ic thy they lost 
Singapore,” About 250 young Britishers in Iraq trict %6 enliat in the Britiah Avay at - 
he outbred of the war, bat not ane gf them was agcepted, which wis @ great blow to. 

all of thet. Subject hiaself has offered his services to the Britieh on three Oe" 
captions, bat beyond receiving & etter each time eaying he was being Hecngiderad,® 


fo ‘action. nas: taken. 


The Britieh uintain the Inetitute of Foreign Relations, which costes &. good deal to 
 geinteta but accom lishes Little. | aren 


Tie: one group of Britishers to whor the Ire yeople really seem to werm up ore the 
eomman Britieh soldiers. They show no attitude of superiority; they ride on tases — 
_tagether with the netives, and subject has seen way exenples of friendliness toward 
"the -gh the part of the Iraqi, These men, in themselves, he believes, “sre Britain's 
<” past propagandists.” . 


tiie’ Beebe, the grecent Prine Ginister of Lraq, is 2 good frieat as well as @ patient 


of subject, who regerde hin ap a very able man, not so much aréwBritieh ag pro-Arab. | 
A. ford fedle thet the only way to free the Arats in through of Allied vietory, and that 


under the Axis there would be no chance for freedom. (Subject admitted that he himself 
had probably to some depree helped to mould Nuri's attitude.) 


pc Wahdt, Kinister of Economy and leader of the Shieh , Sntertaine the same point 
€ 6s aap tere? subject atated, bath these sen are losing popularity. 


Ye 


. eadtoct erected the foraer king, end bacane gequeinted with Abdul Tlleh, the specu 7 
oe nee Hs belicves that the latter is 100% British. 


Therais a concentration cagp et Sssarra for Traqi, and twercampe for Geman. The . 
guards ere fearful of the inuates, and the Cermen radio van he beard within the GaRp 
p ell. the tine. 


Sabge ect believes. that the moet effective propagenda is that. which would stress the 
" ., fact that ib te ip the interest of the arabs that the United Nations win. ‘SIt da not 
= eS necessary, for them to love Englend,® he said, “as long es they can be made ad seer Ae 
~ fe in their diuterest te fight on Rogtand's eide,* — 


2h 5 


aa Rorsgver, he atated, since 95% of thé population ia ‘literate, aad eince: ‘they are. 

‘ . dyblous’ of what they hear on the radio, the best way to diseesinate ideas is. through 
personal contect, The Nasia tock advantage of this fact when they sent Dr. Krobe: and. 

'. his addeg, The Heals have alao wsed native dancing girls, wae héve considerable in~ 
cinenge on the men, and subject belLeves they could be used a oneal ehees, 


- Ti the’ opinion of subject, there. are two typea of wen whe could carry on effective” = 
_ personal propaganda anong the Traqi, to counteract Nasi influences. One would be 
. Older gen, who could win the reavect of the people, sinee they are impressed by age: - 
the other would be young officers, He suggested thet the letter Mve sith the donert 
_ . tribes ip deaccratic fashion. Ag long as they are guests of the tribe they would be . 
“_ Savterly aafe,* elnce ay ‘of the prime hrab tenets es hogpiteality is the eines’ 
-pesslinate protesticn of the quest under the roof, They wold resrond particulary. to. 
young officers who could ride well. In his opinion, these men could cas over cone 
avab. tribes within a few months. 


c Sabject. feols that Anericans could wield a greater intinenee than oe since: » they - 
’ ala by nature gore alesse and adaptable. 


“Bre tteterees, t Dean of the Sedicet School, and his wife are very «weil Liked. Sa, $00, F 
are Mr. Welter, general manager of the Anglo-Zreq O41 Co, ees and Me. Bettas 
New Zeslender sho taLlt the air-conditioned bases, 


Subject giso mentioned Dr. Merkowski, a Pole with influential patients, end Dre Kroguch, . 
. ap Austrien refugee with great influence snong the bec as posaible ohermely of = 
‘ Aided propegands, 


: “Babjeat hinseif is on friendly terms with el] strate of the population. any of them 
were unawere of the sxten$ of hie knowledge of Arabic and spoke freely in hie prevence; 
gone, incidentally, have since been interned as enemios of the United Hations. 


NES: (With description by subject) 


eS Peine Minister of Iraq, very popular in the North. He is honest though sonenhat 

napros-ginded, end is prowAlly. He is against Nuri Pashe for the arrest of Ybrahin | 

Fhenai snd the present fraqi tinister to Turkey (both of whom were sispected of partie 

cipating in the warder of the forner Minister of Finence, Ruaten Reidar, « close friend 

of Nurd Pasha). Madfaii also protested the hanging of Nuri Sabeui and the officesra 

who Led the 1941 Revolt. He disapproves of the concentration camps ond feela that 

Hurt Pashe is cooperating too strongly with the British. ‘The present Suri Cabinet = - 

fe tegarded ty the people aé a one~aan “occupation Cabinet.” A Cabinet with Ward Pacha 
and poids 214 would be po rv. Madfail cen be approached through Kheles Beg and Tahein 

(see nates balow) . : : . 


| Former Hintoter of ennss, regarded by the British ee an eventual successor to 
Nard Peehs. Clever, sith Limitless ambition, he is the same type és Rashid Alt o 
‘tow 100% oveeBritish, but. beotualty 100% for himself. 


-_ arth fisher of tho tntuetetal hepitoavvatek Set. (Bo tea Chiat, 8, 
present bée attitude is not clear; in case of o Nasi occupation, he would certainly 
be on Siete aides 


é en ae in Beker Sidki's Cabinet. His owe & hava org het pro-fucotan : 


- .. tenademeleas. Thie group cen be approached through Professor 


of tha: Royal foepital. Soleduen ean be won over by flattery. 


= Ginaster ‘af Beonaiess ProeAlly; convinced: thet only ain ‘Kiged Sielies ean Mies 


“Kresdon to the Arabs. He is a veligious fanatic, most powerful of the Shiakh iendece. Ve a 


Ke has behing him the religious eheiks of the Shiah, who have an imnense + thoigh 
not generally known = influence on the Shiah populetion. Dr, Safar, mbject!s former - o3 
aggistent, knows «22 of thes, and because subject treated not of then in his ¢apsetty 
as & physielen, his wege will, open the door to these sien who. are not ines ar 
They live in Reif, and cor influence reaches as far es Persia, 


Abin Jame | 

Minister of the Interior, He is more ataiieeeat then abdul Mehdi, but less influential. 
Aleo wore progressive. He is pro-English tnt, like all Shiah Ministers, it.ie not 
-beqause of Genccratic idexls but rether because the Gunni have been pro-Garman. The - 
‘Ghish, therefore, expect & Britten victory will bring with it the overthrow of nade 
Samad overlords. 


pete rv Sraara of Education. Was educated in the United States end hag an Ameticane  ~ 
born sife, Admires German culture, but not Nasi. iu @ nationalist, quite enti-iing! {oti ae 
bes, atrongly prd-Americes. Seay 


Satta Al a 
Deau of the Teacher's Training oe with esormozs influence on teachers. He ie a te 
Christian, e nationalist, was educated in the United States end can be azeily approached x te 
by an dueriesn, : a 


Former Direstor Geueral of Econonice, very able, ambitious, neutrel. He and Paths Janalt 
have the greatest. influence on the young, educated Shigh, . 


seth, 


 ‘Bireetor General of Sacial Affaire, leader of the Catholics in Iraq. én able ANS» bat not 
to. be trusted too much. He is clever, end it might be possible to convince hin that his ~ 
own eatide iz identical with that of the United Nstians, His brother, 4 physician of Yosul, 


ia in a coneentvation camp bacause of Nasi sywpathies, | | 


a 


Sunni, President of the Chamber éf Commerce. His wictress, & Jexess, hac « great influence — 

6 him. Praviously soneskat of a Nezie~sympathiser, ho hee now changed bis abtitudé. Hie = 
‘gon, edveated in Gernany, has been japrtgoned for violation of foreign exchshge restrictions. iim 
Taig. gan ean be appreached through his son, or through ene] Paban, fiinister of Sookel - 

affaize, bie clogest friend eho 1¢ pro-British and pro-turl Pasha, we 5 


4 


Chamber of Conmerce, Chadrdan of the O41 Extraation Conpany. ° » 
and very influential tn the south, While officially very’ 
ely and hie advice would be of. greet value. 


he egal 


% 


of the Torks. . Turkey, pro-Ally. 


madjt whe ¢2°200% prowinglish, = fe 
‘Senator, friend of Tahe Eesha (eho was very pro-ifasi). His influence has decraated, mit he 


ie. ethll very dative. Can te approached through Dr. Kropach, his personel friend. 


feneral 5 mark . oo ; } * _, 

' Pormer Chief of Staff, pro-esi, very eabltious, with great influence on the younger ay. a 
offiders. (The influence of the present higher officere in the dray ie very Little). | . 4 
State Cob. Refic sree | | ede” OS a 
Knows the eftuation very well and oi212 give advice. Slthough bis ,ride si11 not Let hin —. 

. admit 1% openly, he is actually oro-Brltish. He would turn dow ani offiesal English approach. Hi 

.  & personal friend of subject, mention of whose nase would wring cooperatdome = iE 

for ey. e . . a 
A very clever and able young officer. Strangely encugh, although the m jority. of hip an hk 
friends are British, he professes to dislike the Mmglish ond edmire the Nazis. Se could .- 
he Wrought into the Allied fold if properly convinced that the Allied cause is lsd hig 
CRURO. | 


+ 


‘tofluentiel of the younger ghysielans, under Nasi influencevat proper 


oh 


eotbact sould easily chenge his sttiiude. Enjoyed Living in England. 


‘ m 
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October 14, 1942 


Gur good friend from Atlantic City has sent te me the names 
of seen Norocean acrobats who are in the armed service of the 
United States, with their present addresses as they were sup- 
plied to him. They are as followss 


Aubayk Jen Hohaned 
lied. Dept. 1401 Et. 
Ss, Sta. 


Mohamed Ben Said 
P.F.C. Go. G. 39th Inf. 
Fort Bragg, Ne C. 


Camp Fort Jay, N. Y. 
Abdel Kader Ben Larpt 
Moestaphea Hanloot 1229 R.C, Ce C.B. Ku 5 
Prt. Ge. D. 2a Fort Dix, N. di 
Bn G2end 
ling, Rege P.F.C. Jerome Ali 
Battery D. 228 F.A. 


george" s Field 
Sp » Wash. Fort Bragg, N.C. 


Hassan lakader . Mubarak lohamad 
1229 ReG. Fort Dix — 
 Gamp Upton, §. Y, New York Vanainy 


i am able to add one that T have found in my own hometown 
of Princeton, Hew Jersey. Armtack Ben Mohamad ef 31 Green Street, 
Princeton, New Jersey, is not yet in the army. He is 44 years | 
eid, a native of Morocco, and is registered with the Hercer County 
Local Draft Soard #1 as draft No. 10631, Serles 463. He vorks oy 
the Nassau Tavern preparing vegetables. He has no schooling 
religion he is a Moslem, and by profession - when not saree sf 
vegetables - an acrobat and tumbler. 


G. 0. I. - F, W.-MAStER COPY 
Decusent Sunder... 
b 


BDM: mf 


L | 


We 


October 13, 1942 


[ Dear Dr. Meritt: 


Enclosed please find the names of seven 
Moroccan acrobats who are in the armed service 
of the United States, with their present addresses 
as given to me. I have sent to everyone a small 
gift of sweets on the eleventh of October, which 
was the Muslim holiday, to fulfill my promise to 
those who scoured around and procured the names 
and addresses. If the spelling of the names, 
as well as the directions of the addresses, 
seem odd, I am handing them in just as they 
were given to me by our illiterate Moroccans. 


Respectfully submitted, 


G. Kheiralla, 


(Dictated, but neither signed nor read.) 
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Answers to Quest bloneire on Syriane 


Lebanese in See aa 


1. the last ceasus ee iam of Syrians (and Lebanese) 
a born ot SD 50,00.. This number multinlied by four, the 
average size of family will give us 200,000, Probably the total of | 
Syrians and Lebanese of foreicn birth and born in the U.S.A» is 
nearer to £50,000. It is most difficult to determine the ratio of 


the Lebanese to the Svrians in the United States. This is due main= 


Syrians. In all likelihood the ratio of Lehenese. te Oy 


ra A®r 
thotin 7 to l. j3~ 


2, The most important Centers of Syrian and Lebanese confluence’ 


in the United States are the following cities, 2s much as possible in | 
an the order of importance: 

New York, Detroit, Boston, Los Angeles, San Francisco, ‘Law§ven- | 
ce, Chicago, Charteston, W.Va. Pittsburgh, Jacksonville, Fla., Toledo, 
Akron, Canton, Youngstown, O., St. Louis, Utica, Buffalo, N.Y¥- India a 
nepolis, San Antonio, Texas, Houston, Texas, Richmond, Va. etc. etc.. 

The chief centers of emigration of Syrians and Lebanese are: 
Northern Lebanon (Bsharri, Ehden, Zshertah, Ito etc.), Matn, in Central . 
Lebanon, Shuf, in Central Lebanon, Kisrwan, In Central Lebanon, and. oo 


War j-Uyoun, Mashgnaran, Aitencet etc. “Youtnern Lebanon; Damascus, 


VE Lys 
(sp. seth- 


Syrians and Lebanese in U.S.A. f Katiban? .... . 


Aleppok Homs, in Syria proper, Qalamun ( Nabk, Saidnayah, Yabrud, 


Deiratiyah) in Hinter Syria, Jabal Amil, in Southern Lebanon, the 

-Nusairiyyah district, north of Labanon, the Husn district, norbh- 
east of Lebanon, Beirut, 2ahle, Buka (Rashayyah al-Fukhkhar, Aitha 
Ain Arab, Muhaidthah ete, ) ; 

4, Every one of these districts mentioned above has a correspon= 
ding town or city in the United States wiere ite emigrants lave con- 
gregated, for the obvious reason that those who first settled in a 
city or town in the United States, "sent after" their kin from their 
.wn hometown. Thus the Damascenes are to be found in Boston, where 
as one Damascene told me, you can still fing the o1d4 Damascene ma - 
nners and drawl of the Christians of the quarters of Bab Sharai ‘and 
Bab Touma, better preserved than in Damascus itself.) The Alepponese - 

are to be found in Brooklyn and Utica, N.Y. ; the pwople of Judaidat-Kar 
Mar j-Uyoun are Gongregated in Oklahoma, in Wigehita, Kansas, and in oa 
Detroit; the people of Ito are in Peoria, I11.,the people of Hod eheet | 
in S8t. Louis, the pneople of Nabk in Jacksonville, FPla., the Salibeeys 
of Suk al Gherb ere in North Carolina, the Homsites in Brooklyn, | 
Detroit and Pennsylvania, the RaBhayaites in trend Rapids, the Aithati- 
tes in Charleston, W.Va., Toledo, Ohio and Grand Rapids, Mich. the 
Zahlites in Chicago, Peoria and scattered, the Metnites and other 
Lebanese fairly well scattered, the Saghbinites, Aitansetites and 


ra ‘ 0 hy 
Mashghorites in Cleveland, the +rqplitans (Svria) in toledo, -Pennsyl- 


vani2, and scattered. etc.ete. 


Syrians and Lebanese in U.S.A» /Katibah/.....3... 

It is elmost impossible to make accurate, or even general statements 
on the capital invested in Syrian businesses, including Lebanese, be~ 
Cause there are so few bona fide corvoration , and whet corporations 
there are are usuelly family affairs. 


In a general way one could indicate the lines of business 
. | combination 
usually entered into by Syrians and Lebanese, with probable Ganges iu~ 
we of the cepital involved in some cases. The biggest bulk of Byrian 
-business is still in the hands of first-generation Syrian and Leba - 


nese, with a tendency in the second-generation Syriens and Lebanese, or 


in those who came pretty young to this country, to take over, or, in 


fewer instances to strike out on their own. 

| Whereas formerly peddling was almost identical with Syrians 
(and it is still true that most’ Syrians started as peddlers), today 
the business most-freauented by Syrians is grocery. Some of the lea - 
ders in thts line are Hamad@h ( Mahmoud, Kamil Hamady ete. )Bros. of 
Flint, Mieh. Their pleces sell something like $5,000,000 worth 6f gro- 
ceries a year; next in importence are Farhn Bros., in Wifchita, Kan= 
sas (first generation came young), the Jemails (first feneration) of 
Houston, Texas, the Sfeirs of Detroié, Mich etc. At one time the An- 
drew Brog, (Khalil, Ibrahim and Salim) were smong tne foremost ori - 
vate fruit shipvers in the whole country, and they are still big. Ja- 


mes Haddad of Chicago is among the big bottlere of orange crush. Both 


the Andrews and Haddad are from Zahle, which probably claims more fi- 


val 4 * fh 


Syrians and Lebanese in U.S.A-/.....Katibah.......8..40... 


nancially successful eyeiens or Lebanese Americans than any other 
town or city in Syria and Lebanon. Other important shippers or whole- 
galers in the produce and fruit business are the Dunns {Zahie) of 
Detroit, the Haddads of Los Angeles, Charles Lyon (Zahle) of El Paso, 


enema, eee ae, 


Barber Paris, (Aitha), Toledo. The Pamily Dairy of Detroit, a cor ~ 


ce ge eee nrc 


nace mene sinkeiapiatias ier Ys 


poration, ‘ie run by Syrians Prom Damascus and Zahle, Fred Kadene, 
Dallas, Texas, fas a Gairy and produce place, Suleiman Bassett, of 
Toledo hag a big privete peanut plant; Ss. Abdou in R1 Bago has a 
big egg and Putter wholesale businese; Joseph Younes of San Antonio 
has a big fish and ee market; the Azar Bros., one in El Paso, 
one in San Antonio, shell pecans. This does not begin to exhaust the 
Lebanese and Syrians in the grocery and food industries. At one ti-. 
me it was seid there were 5,000 Syrianz (Lebanese) grocers in Detroit, 
obviously an exaggeration; today there are anproximately 700 or more. 
In Sharleston, W. Va., Iwas told Syrians hold sixty grocery stores. 
In many small towns the Syrian grocers practically monopoléze the 
grocery business, as in Spring Valley, Ill. 

| Perhaps next in importabe comes the dfrefifi manufactures of 
‘women’ wear an 6. baby dresses. New York is by far the most important 
center for this industry among the Syrians. Such mames as Barsa, 


eNraaretetinse 


Mu'akkad, Sayyour, Hadad, Arida were, and many still are names fo 


& 
recon with in the lingerie and negligee industry, also kimond¢s, 


Syrians and Lebanese in the U.S.A./....Katibah..... 5 


which I was told were introduced in this country by Syrians. Los 
Angeles is a big center of womens cheap dresses and sportswear, with 
the Mode-O#Day by the Malouf Bros., leading. The Maloufs of SanFran- 
Cisco also are big in this industry. These Maloufs come from Kafr~ 
‘Sghab, Central Lebanon. The biggest pants manufacturer in the Uni- 
ted States, and perhaps in the worla is Maroun Hajjar, Of Dallas, 
‘Texas. It is estimated that this year his sales will amount to 94% 
million dollars. | | 

| Linen and lace,once the most important industry Prequented 
py, Syrians, now comes third or even lower. New York is still the 
chief center. The Mallouks, Bardawils, Jabaras, Lians, Mabaraks, 
Boutross lead in this industry. Syrian Jews are now crowding the 
other Syrians from this business. 

Some Syrians, notably in Richmond, Va., are in the testau- 
rant business. 

There are some Syrian contractors. The biggest in this line 
are the Mitris of Los Angeles; there are a few contractors now in 


Cleveland, where many flourished before the crash of 1929. 


There are few Syrian farmers and ranchers. I heard of a Sa= 


liba in Golorado, who is amone the vrosperous sheep herders in the 


country, with some of the finest breeds in his corrals. 
There are a number of Pyrian and Lebanese doctors in the 
United Shates, one of whom, Dr. Michael Shadid, is the founder of 


co-operative medicine in this country. Other distinguished sur - 


s 
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geons and physicians are; the late Dr. F. qT. Shatara, Dr. Solofiom 


David of Houston, ‘Dr. T. Nicola of New York, 
i een a ~ 


Dr. F.Akl of New york, DR.L. Sa'di of Betroit, Gol. Mughabghab af 


ated eB enya 


New Orleans; also of that city, Dr. Haik and wi Mido Ba afley,. the 
latter Associate Professor of Medicine at Tulane University. There 
are a few Syrian Lavérs, none of whom May be called prominent as 

far as I can make out. George Farris and Joseph Ferris in New York 


are among the most successful (not related.) In Grand Rapids Mich. 


& 


Joseph Deeb is a federal prosecuting attorney. Meetiy—secend—gene- 
‘Nene pcirreieenanchmencenin inant 
petien. Azar in Ak¥on, Ohio,was assistant district attorney of that 


city. * 


There are quite a few young engineers, second generation, who. 


have not had time to distinguish themselves. Among the first gene =. 
ration engineers there is *uleiman Haddad of Brooklyn, and Prof. M, 
Malta “1 of Cornell Universi ty, pFofessor of electrical engineering. 
Among the younger promising engineers M.Halbouty of Houston, geoloes - 


gist, Raymond Vavid, Petroleum with the Union 011 Co. ,and other 


whose mames need not be mentioned. \ 

Among the 011 men, or rather wild-catters, may be mentioned 
George Kadane of Wa Foi ta Falls, texas, end Bob Manziel in tyler, 
Texas, both of whom came young fr om Lebanon. 
~ B. Outstanding Syrians and Lebanese in the United States; 
This is a most difficult subjeat to write about. Many outstanding 
Syri'ans, such as Abrahan Rihbany in. Boston, of the late Dr. N. 


7 seeae wane A caste ea esntd WORT EAR ose, 


Salloum in Todedo, both married to American women, withdrew from 


‘ 
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the Syrian communities, and their qualities as leaders had little 
effect on the Syrians themselves. In others claim to lea@ership 

is strongly contended, and their leadership is conPined to their 
own faction, such as the late Naoum Nokerzel and his brother_Sa- 
Lloum, present editor of al-Hoda. Still others.,like the ate Gib-= 
‘ran K. Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Philip K.Hitti exercized a egtain wide 
influence, but can hardly be considered leaders, in the strict sense 
of the word. Limited as it is, %yrian and Lebanese leadership con- 
Sists of thoge <0 were willing to work throush ofganizations, to 
editors of the various Arabic newspapers snd-to the clergy. 

Among these may be counted men like “nonbi shop Anthony Basht 
ir, Mons. Ghosn, the late Dr, F.I. Shatary. the late Suleiman Bad ~_ 
dour, Dr. N. Barbour, N.G. Ba@ran, T.Facker, E. Madey, Joseph Fer- 

ris, seorge Dager, S.Mokarzel, all of New Yor and Brooklyn; Charles 


Pe call 


Andrews M.K. Doumany, Maj. Satay, George. “wlethan of Los Angeles; 


Set Aer Qe tanta bp 


Father Pen jenn ‘Hafiz, of Detroit, Parte ¥ Malouf, , Seorge Barekat of 


tee SANUS OEY ei a Tee ESTE Re gry RES URN EN oT RUE ITLL CONE 


Boston} S. Saad of Chicago; Dr. Solomon David of Houston, #arts 


fon nent te haar? FF ” args 
cd wes . cs meant 


Sree COMNeSer SUC s est 
1. About 95% to 97% of Syrians and Lebanes in the United 
S,ates are citizens. 
%. I do not know of my non-citizen leaders. 
It would be much better to give the names of "Key Men" in 


the various cities, which were visited pemsonally by this writer, 
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than to give names of designated heeds of societies #m of so-called 


z, 
leaders. hose key-men often sare leaders, and sometines are popu - 


+ 


lar, likeable meft who know everybo¢y and seem to be liked by every- 


body. With each I will sive a brief description of business and actt 
vities. 


In New York and environs: 


it . 
Beds das, 233 4th Ave.,N.¥.0. Graduate of Colgate, in 
furniture business, very intelligent and wise spokesman 


for the Arabs; executive member of dormant Arab National 
League. 


261, 55 Washineton St., tha oh-school and self-educated 
editor of al-Hoda, head of the Lebanese party and Leba- — 
non League of Progress. ; 
iz v 
Ali ee 3711 Hudson Bivd. N.g. Self-educa 
level-headed Moslem leader with wide influence throu 
ghout the UsBeAe, vice-president of 4rab National League. 


Archbishop Antho L BASDLY 5 Syrian Orthodox prémate in the U.S.A 
intelligant, Arab in views, enjoying wide influence in . 
U.S Ae . 


s 


For Upper New York State: 


S.Dee 249 Delaware Ave.,Albany N.Y. - Secondary education in’ 
a robanom, very well read ana intelligent. Rug merchant; 
knows all types of people in upper part of New York state, 


with a sense of humor and oriental flourish in conversa =< 
on. 


Cleveland, Ohio: 


Father Elias Meena, 1448 Holmden Ave., Syrian Orthodox pr- 
jest from Tripoli, intelligent, popular. 
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Canton, Ohio’. 


Salem Shaheen, 217 Tuscawara W. - Merchant, leader of the 
Shaheen clan, from 'Urnah, ea town near Damascus. 


Alron, O.— Robert Azar, 214 W. Chestnut St., lawyer and assis- 


tant destrict attorney, popular. 


toledo, 0. D 
Archbishop Samuel “avid, 624 Mongolia St.-Syrian Orthodox 
DLSHOD and Se EPenDT Soe Bashir, Tender of tAitha group. 
Louis Darah, 2204 Lawrence Avg. = Owner of drycleaning © 


_ Sstablisnment, léadér oF group opposed to Archbishop David 
popular and well-liked even by opposing proup. - 


Youngstown, O., ~ Jimmie Khour 25629 Hillmen 8f., Arab in | , 
views, comes from Palestine, originally fron Damascus, po~. 
-pulsr. —_ 


Rev. Peter Eid, 823 Wilson oe Maronite priest, young, 
educated, recently arrived from lehenon. 


Yetroit, Mich. | 
Rev. Benjamin Hofiz, 601 Boston Bivd.- Educated and elo- 
quent Syrian Orthodox priest, formerly Protestant and edu~ _ 
catéd in a Protestant theological seminary. Very actove 
socially, ardent “rab. , 


Jonn W. Coury, 2727 Barlum Tower-Lawyer, handsome, sporty 
popular, leader of his townsveoples! folks. 


Ameen Malooly, 2510 Orleans, intelligent, artistically in ~ 
Giined, leader among “Béholics of Yetroit, came from Zable .... 
popular with all. a . 


Anmed Bacder, 10401 Dix Ave., Dearborn. Very etactive in Anan 
bic organizetions, also Islamic ones; leading figure in 
Arab National League, moderate influence among ganatically 
inclined Moslems and ardent Arabs; some of whom may be 


described os reactionary .WYeluedle contact. 


Louis R. Shamie, 1020 “ox *heatre building - Orthodox layman 
and leader of the Damascus group in Detroit; editor of 
Grocer's Spotlight, intelligent, graduate of a Damasuaus 
protestant missionary school, good speaker, popular, in ~- 


clined to play politics, interested in erhancing position 
of Syrians and Lebanese in Detroit -nd other cites. 


{Leland Detroit H 


fi 


ed to American woman, comes 
t Arab, tolerant and practi - 


Try 4 
rden 
cally intelligent. 


Jack Youssephany, 628 Buhl Building, lawyer, educated, | 


leader 2m of the Syrils hristians of Mosul in. 
Detroit. 7 


Fling, Mich.: }./ ©. og Se So 
Ne jib Samra, 1907 Betroit St. - Intelligent, self~ 
Sducated, radical, socialistic, ardent “rab natio~ 
nalist, oub-spoken, very sincere. Inclined to shock > 


the sensibilities of old-fashioned stick-initthe aud 


Syrians and mocks popular leadership of clergy a.d 
newspapermen. 


Grand Rapids,. Mich: . a . 
Raward Ellis§ 300 Blisworth 8t. - Soft-spoken, poi~ 
Zed. successTul busines? man, leader @ 'Aitha group 
in Grand Rapiés. 


Alexander K, Mallick 244 Granville Ave. = leaden 
of the Rashayya group in Grand Rapids and elsewhere 
inelined to vanity, but otherwise a fine man. 


Dr. Arthur J. Tesssine, 325 Madison, SE. - actere™ 
atholic leader, Americen born, but mixes a lot with 
older generation, well liked popular physician and 
surgeon. | 


Grand Haven, Mich: | 
Joseph Anmeti Nejem- one of the most interesting 
ostems in tne Ues. - liberal, who created quite 
a stir in all Arabic capitals of Islam and press, 
pecause of his fearless attabks of the reactionary 
leadershio of euch men as “mir “hakib Arslan, who \» 


now Nazi propagandist, if I am not mistaken. Very 
valuable man to contact. 


George Coury - 120 S.La Salle, broker, graduate of 
Notre Dame, American born, active in Federation work 
of Svrian end Lebanese organizations, well - liked, 
moderate. 
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Joye 
Sam Saad, 1230 S. Westerm Ave.- Pooular leader in Fe - 
Geration work, high-school education, practically—-minded 
and. wise; active in Smericanization work, as well as in 
Svrian Affairs. 


Milwaukee, Wis.- 
James Arrieh, grocer, 2ctive in federation Syrian and 
American activities. Charlee Nabkey and Jameel Hishmey 
(for Palestinians. ) 


Michigan “ity, Ind; The most distinguished Lebanese in thés 
city is Mons: Micha@l Abraham, who is highly educated 
and has travelled extensévely in Near East. Well known 
in Catholic circles of paaoneo ae: 


Peoria, I1l., - of the first generation Syrians of Lebanese there 
is hardly one who may be considered distinguished; but 
Charles Ryia 1s well-known and popular; restaurant owner. 


venar Rapids, Iowa ; 
For the Christian community George A. Nassif, popular rug 
man, self-educated, interested in Syrian affairs; for the 
Moslem community ( one of few such coumurities where they 
have a mosque and school to teach Srabic), Hasan Leram 
( 511 Ave. M., NW.) 


Omaha, Neb. :; Rev. W. Mansur, 2n& evangalist who has written much 
on Syrians and Lewanese ir the U.S.A. for Syrian Eneltsh 
publicstions, somewhat verbiose and general, but good - 
heerted and anxious to do som thing for the betterment 
of his people. 305.5 Hamilton Ave. 


Philip Aboud, lawver, interested i. pyr ten bebanoes 
affairs, especially Pedera tional work. 


Sioux City, Towa: 
Very Rev. M. hiaYanney, well-liked and has contacts with 
merican rrotestant clergy, priest for the “yrian Ortho 
dJox. Hie education is limited, but well acauainted with 
his own people. 


St. Paul, Minn.: Both Rt. Rev. Peter Farm Assenani and Bt. Rev. 
Peter P, . Aschar a: are well-accuainted with *“yrians an 


.- banese in their state. “sronite priests, both well edu- 
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cated in Lebanese schools and t>*ological seminaries. Former's address? 


602 University Ave. N.E. Minneavolis Minn. ; the Latter's address : 


Devt. of Sociology, University o inn. 


Indiansfpolis, Ind.: | | 4 

. . A. Frederick Zdney, Peovle's National Bank, is editor 
of The Syrian Voice, lawyer, well-acouainted with 
Syrians, somewhat of an opportunist. 

Fort Wayne, Ind: | | 
Cuzma T. David-124 E Wayne St. - an old Proteztant 
immigrant from Rashayyah, well-liked, enthusiastic 
Mason, also interested in Syrian-Lebanese affairs. Of — 
the younger generation Albert Luffy, government emplo- 


ye and Thomas Ember are interesting to know, both in- 
terested in their people. | 


A valuable man to Know in Minnesnolis is Dr. Air Tannus 


Louisville, Ky.~ George Leg Jurige, £14 S. Preston St.,is an 
ardent Arab, though coming from Lebanon proper, Has a 


distinguished e&toonist son on the Louisville Yourier- 


Journal, and himself an Arabic folk-poet. 


Columbus, O.-N.Khourie, 43 B. High St. - distinguished marchant 
does not mix much with Syrians inleity, but well acquai-— 
nted with community. . 2 x 


o 


Charteston, W.Va/.- Rev. Raphael Husson, Syrian Orthodox priest 
(111 Brows is well acquainted with “mericans and 
Syrians (and Lebanese), self-educated mostly. I belie- 

ve he was born in this countpyy and brought up abroad 

in his little town 'Aithe, as a child. %  ~ 


Faris Masrie, of Princeton, Y* Va., is a valuable 
person to meet for jnformstion on Druze communities 
of Va., W. Va. and Tenn. Sducated in native schools - 
abroad, and has written in Arabic. 


Richmond, Va., - Mostly a Lebanese community. Rev. 
Anthony Korkmaz, Maronite priest, highly educated, 
2501 “road St., is key-man there. Also J.M. Shaar, 
535 Broad, well-liked restaurant man. 


K 
a 
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‘Salisbury, N.C. - A.B.Salechy, 715 5. Main - Very popu- 


ar Eyman -in Protertant “unday school . 
an activities among Americans, and leader of 
“the Saleebys (probably only because of his. - 
_ querican contacts and highly ambitious na 
ture. re 


‘Florence, $8.0. - Neib ® Baroody, distinguished business 
rr man of this city is well-liked and has. 
rr re large circle of friends among mericans. 


a . 


Jacksonville, Fla.The distinguished and key-man of this ei« 
ns ty is Joseph K..Vavid, ice manufacturer, 
founder of Syrian American Olub of city. 
and state, interested in Americanization 
and fraternal club activities, civic 
‘ . affairs etc., and also in Syrian-Lebanese. 
| ee federation activities. 
Los Angeles _- This has a big and extensive Syrian-Leba 
| ey nese community, and quite scattered. The 
; following are well=known business men who 
have taken interest in their people's in- 
terests and are all good American citizens 


B-l-Malouf, 421 -N.Las Palmas, Holly 
wood a : ; 7 ' 
‘Tighel.Aekary, 719 B. Los Angeles. 
Ernest.Malouf, 155 W.Washington Ble 

£ eK Poungni, 639 S.Spring, 
1 oerles..Androws, 1315 BE. 7th Bt. oo 

| his last 4s a distinguished gen- 
telman, much interested in Syrian affairs 7 
and has contrébuted much of his méamen@ | 
time to their projects. Tends to show mow 
re sympathy and generosity than judgenent. _ 
Good American citizen, as all above. | 


t 


San Francisco - Hard to pick a key-man. Rev. Ibrahin Co- 
rey, 2107 Pierce St.,formerly of Pittse 
burgh is the Orthodox priest of the come 
munity, and well acquainted with most. 
Another key-man for contacts and kK now-- 
ledge of community 1s Eiliag M.Jeba of 
1306 Sierra St., Berkley-rif. 
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Arizone ; 
Se#eReyes, 274 East St.,Globe is kev-man for Lebane~ 
se activities throughout Brizona; Wade Nader, former 
teacher at the American University of Beirut, tome 
is & valuable contact. Also Sam Jabbour, The former 
lives in Mirri, the latter in Globe, Ariz. Jabbour 
is veteran of last world wan. 


Zl Paso, Texgs: 
Key-man is Kazin K. Kazin, ohotographer, well-acquai- 
nted with Syrian and Lebanese activities, intelli — 
= gent, #ood American... 


Sen Antonio, Tez: 
George Azar, business man, intel‘igent, interested in 
Syrian and Lebanese activities. Rev. A. Dahdah, Ma- 
ronite priest. 


Houston; Tex: 
Dr. Solomon David, distincuished surgebn, wide con= 
tacts with “"mericans and own people, especially of 
Rashayyah. Intelligent, somewhat eonservative, but 
open-minded. .. . 


N.D.Jamail - 329° Everton St. - commonly considered leader 
7 of the Jamil clan (there are @ 300 of them alone 
in Houston. ) Lebenese leader, open-minded, intel- 

ligent, self-educated. 


‘Kemal Antone 414 Hunt - American torn, but much in~ 
terested in Syrian affairs (althouch from Lebanon) 
one of the founders of the Southern Bederstion of 
Syrian and Lebanese clubs. : 


Shreveport, La.: 

George A-Haddad, 985 Thora Bivd. ~ Intelligent rug 
man, elementary education in native Baruk, Lebanon, 
‘but improved a ereat deal in this country. Ardertnh 
American, with wide contacts, well-acquainted with 
Syrians and Lebanese in tiississ&ppi, Louis&ana and 
other states. Although now tends to withdraw from 
nie neople. 


Dallas, Texas: 
This city boasts in having the bisgest Syrian (la 
banese) manufacturer in this country(J.M9 Hagear) 
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C ontacts more with Americans and in business matters. Fred Kadane 
alse businessman ig valuable contact for *yrian end Lebanese affairs. 


Oklahoma City, Okia.: . 
F.He Barkett, SN.Robinson, well known, well 
acquainted with alt immigrants of Judsidat 
Merj-'Uyoun in Oklahoma and other states. In- 
telligent leader, educated in village schools 
but imvroved greativ in U.S.A. Has many 
friends throughout country, interested in 


American and Syrian-Lebanese affairs. 


Kansas City, Mo.: 


Frank Sweyden, 319 Alemeda Rd., business man. 
(interior decoretor of note) is a very en — 
thusiastie American, also interested in affairs 
of own peovle and well-acquainted with then. 


St.Louis, Mo.: This is a city of Syrian(Lebanese) politi- 
Glians and some say of Syriang (Lebanese) 
gangsters. More then half of the Lebanese 
citizens of this city come from one town. 
Hadsheet. It has two Maronite Priests,one for 
the Hadsheet people, one for the others. A | 
typical politician xk is Josevh Sia (907 Hin 
ckory St,)Dr. Elias 8. Knalifah, recent in 

: a: 5 essor of dentistry 


am State 
in Washineton University, is a valuable man 
to contact. 


Another interesting man to meet ig Prof, Wa- 

de D.David.brother of “olomon David of House 
ton, Tex.,2918 College Ave. ,Al ton, Ti1.Also 
Father Seravnhin Nassar, of “pring Valley, T11:= 
who was known at one time as the priest of 9. 
states. He hae travelled a ereat in the U.S.A 
and Knows perhaps more Svyrien (and Lebanese) 
people than any one I know of. Recently he 

has withdrawn from active interest in own peo 
ple and is dewoting himself to writing. Spon- 
cored translationof Orthodox book of Prayer te 
English, and igs much interested in preserving 
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the Orthodox feith for the second and third gene+ 
ration Syrians. Interesting to discthss problems 
of Syrians and Lebanese in this countyy,although 
he -hardly sveeks English, in spite of his over 

55 years stay in this country. “omewhat conser= 
vative in views, but open-minded. 


G. Societies: . 
_ there are literally hundreds, perhavos thovsands of sovie = 
ties for the*Syrians and Lebanese in this country. It may be truly said 
that whenever two or three Syrians get together they form a society. In 
many cases those societies are town, or district societies - suchas 
the 'Aitaneet Society, the Jazrin Society, the Kisrwen Society, the > 
Knights of Purzul etc. Among the most important of those town societies 
are the Damascus Fraternity, the Homsian Fraternity (both in the Bastern 
-gtates), the Zahle Society (Mid-Western States), Kfeir Society (Mid 
Western), Kurbe Society (Mid - Western), Doumanian Society (Los-Angeles ) 
the Knights of Furzul (Omaha, Neb.}, the Jazeen Society (two of them) 

in New York and North Lebanon Society (Detroit). 


Among the federational secieties = societies with national 


membership ~ the following are the more important: 


s 


“he Eastern Federation-Headauarters in Borton, Mass. The ie 
key-man to contact Faris Maloud, 73 Tremont St., “os 
ton, Mass. | 

The Southern Fedération Headquarters in Texas (San Antonto,, 
Houston, or Austin, or some otner southern state whe 
re secretary havpens to be). Men to contact, Her - 


man Nami, 706 Brady Blde. San Antunio, Texas. 


° 


Se 7 ‘ Bee a : vay: oo 
Pa A Fe ee -. od . e ets . 
Kies ent ; & ee . z 
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The Mid-Western Federation, Headquarters in Indianapolis 


Ind. Man to contact, A.Frederick Zainey, People's ee 


Bank, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Western Federation - Headquarters in Los Angeles. Man to 


contact, “hazles Andrews, 1216 E. 7th St.,Los Ange- 


les, Calif. 


' Bae 
There is a movement to unify these Federation, composed 


of Syrian and Lebanese societies, and an incipient National FedeA- 
‘pation was actually formed, and a president, George Goury, 1208 

La Salle St., Chicago,Ill., wag actually named. But ae far as I 
Know there never was a meeting of this National Federationg, The 
BS federations, in spite of a great deal of good which they ha= 
ve accomplished, are still on the level of social clubs of Pede~ 
-rations, where Syrian lad meets Syrian gal. The Southern Federa~ 
tion has a scholarship fund, and the 4a stern Federation sponsored 
a Hitti Scholarship at Princeton University. American politicians 
quickly sensed the political advantage of those federations, to. 


the benefit of Svriang and American politics. 


Next in importance, or scope, to these federations, co~ 


The Lebanon League of Progeees, Headquarters in New York 


ecient pee arene acta 


_ in fact the office of al-Hoca, 55 Washington St., and the man to 


contact is S. Mokarzel, 55 Weshington St.,New York, N.Y. This 


organization is the staunch champion of the Independence of Le« 
banon, and draws inspiration from Lepanon and French sources, but 
cannot be aid ve be dominated by them. 


A 
fhe: Areb: National League. Headquarters, New York, N.Y 
This is the nucleus around which are erystalized the 
Arab national sentiment in the United States. The eOGteNy at pre 


sent, is dormans. When it was active, however, it aia a great 


deal of work for the cause of the Arabs in Palestine. The. man dos uve 


contact is H.J» Audi, 233 4th Ave., New York, N.Y. 

| Because of its ective opnosition to Zioniem, this or~. 
ganization attracted much more attention than it would have other 
wise merited. For the same reason it has been approached oblique 
ly by Anti-Semitic organizations, but the policy of the League 
had been always to avoid such entanglements, and to restrict it- 
a@lf to its main object. It may We equally be said that the Lea- 
gue came in contact, and deliberated with, Jewish groups see - 
king to effect some understanding between Arabs and Jews in Pa = a, 
léstine, without success. 

The e_ Syrian-American Glubs. Started in New York before. 
the last world war, and at one tim were very effective and in ats 
fluential in Syrian American politics. The particular club! s. im 
portance today depends on the. membership and leadership in each & 
city. “he man to contact 1s Joseph Ferris, $91B roadway, New York 
N.Ye “mong the most important chapters, real’y independent so - | 


cleties with similarity of oBjectives, are the ones in Chicago, b 
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‘the one in Los Amgeles, the one in Jacksonville, Fla, the one, “Peo 
ra, Ill. etc. 
| The Bakurat al~Durziyyah, as itswme indicates is the 
- ohter Druze ofgenization inthis country. I believe thet headquar 
ters are in Detroit, Wich. But the most active man, I think, and 
one most ardent ani active in Draze nationalist causes is Frank 
"Nasser (Nasrallah), 3 Golden Hill, Danbury, Conn. 
: For Moslem organization contact Anmed Badder, 10401 


Ave. Hyland Park, Mich. There are two camps among the Moslems of 


“ ‘Detroit and vicinity, the Sunnites and the Shiites, with usually 


poor leadership. 
‘ There is also #n 2 Maronite organization in Detroit, 
and other sectarian societies. In Betroit one feels tHe spirit. 
of religious fectionalism among the Syrians and Lebanese more. 
than in any other city in the United States. 

The Dama scene | Fraternity may be contacted barougn John 
Mudarri, e701 Shore Road, Brooklyn, N.Y. ; the fomet an Fraterni 
ty through A.A. Hadded, 303 Paeth Ave.,New York, N.Y. ; the Alze 
opian groups through S, Ayoub, 125 Prospect Park, New York, N.Y. 

There may be other imvortant organizations, but I be- 
lieve this covers the most important. 
. It is very difficult to reply to guestions in. this 
section, as listed in order. Number of Chapters, number of Mem- 
ners in each chapter would reouire a census. This is almost true 


of officers also. 
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6. As for purpose and activity or activities of those societies 
| Ab ds almost true of all, with the notable exception of the Arab | 
“National. League and the Lebanon League of Progress, that they are 
“non-political, except in a genersl “merican way, showing due in- 
terest: in Americanization. They are ‘flostly social, some benefi - 
; olary, to a very limited extent. In this connection if is import 
ant to men tion the Syrian Ladies A id Societies, which may be 
“eonsidered components of the Syrian American Clubs. tn New York 


the: ‘person to contact is Mrs. SY. Alkazin, 530 - 2rd St. Broo 


lyn, “hie is a purely charity society. 


oe 7 Unlike many societies of other nationalities in 
the U.S., t& 1s nobably true that there 1s very little influence 


. from foreign countries, not even from Syria and Lebanon, or Pay 


> Lestine. What inflyence there is, is moral and is based on co- 


“man ty of interest. The nearest to any such influence is accosd-— 


pared Be the Arab National League. Yet, it is notoriously true ‘ea 


that the Mufti of Jerusalem, the titular head of the 4rab natio- 
nal movement in Palestine, did not rely in his confidential con- 
tacts on the Arab National League, but an individuals , usually 
inclined to be more fanatic than p triotéc. One of the chief 
sources of weakness in the Arab National League was precisely 
this lack of complete confidence on behalf of the Mufti and other 


leaders of Palestine and Syrian. Perhaps the unuttered reason for 
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this is that the Leadership of the League has been, naturally 
enough, Christian. The League received jo money from abroad.I 
ao now now about the Lebanon League of Progress, of which it 
7 Was rumored in the days of its late leader, Neoum Mokarzel, 
that it received money from the French, although indérectly, 
4% was said. This is, as far as I am conéerned hearsay. In the 
--@ase of the Arab National League I know it received no money 
from. abroad. On ‘the contrary, the ehie? function of the League 
an the minds of 2 great majority of its followers, Was to col- 
leet funds and send them to the Mufti, or his agents in Da- 
mascus. | | 
8. The source of wealth of all Syrian and Lebané- 
se gocleties are. menberships and contributions. 
| In the days of the Syrian revolution, 1925-27 
“at was estimated that the various chapters of the New Syria 
party (succeeded practically by the Arab National League) col- 
lected over a quarter Ya million dollars to aid the revolu - 
tloniste and for relief. The Arab National League hardly appro 
ached one fifth of this sum. | 
D. Transient Population: 

It is most difficult to answer the questions of 
this section accuretely, as there are no Syrian or Lebanese 
consuls in Anerica, and the “rench consulate ig shunned dy 
Syrians and most Lebanese. Even if if were otherwise, I now 
of no Syrian or Lebenese students who make a bee-line to the 
French ecnsulete for registration. My own estimate of Syrian 


and kb 
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and Lebanese students in U.S.A- col-eges and universities is # 
less than 50 a yea, perhaps leaa than 20. . 
-E. Commercial avid Financial Establishments: 
lL. There used to be two Syrian or Lebanese banks-the 


‘Faour Bank and the Bank of Lebanon, and both went out of business 


with a failure of the firgt and a bust-up of the iatter, Both 


banks were run by third business men. Until recenthy there was a 


‘third, automobile loan bank in Los Angeles, B.I.Malouf owner. I 


was told this, too, went oub of business. 


2. I know of no single Syrian or Lebanese corpora - 


© thon, except, as stated previously, family corporations, such as. 


the Hamady Broa. Corp. in “lint, Mich. 


Be They have no possible contacts with either$ Syria. 


> er Labanon, or any other foreign country. 


“— 


_F. Publications: 
“The following are Arabic dailies serving the 
Syrians and Lebanese in the U.S.A. 

| v ' atthoaa - 55 Washington £t. New York, N.Y. 

5. Mokarzel owner, editor. Staff at present, Philip Kahwaje, 
Alexander Antoun and Rt. Rev. Ananias Kassab. the oldest Arabic 
newspaper still extant in U.S.A; the mainstay of the Lebanese 
independence cause in J.S.A4., and through® North and South Americs 


Its type of journalism has been personal and abusive in Lancuage; 
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ats news coverage most complete of Arabic newspapers. Most impor- 

tent publication in the Lebanese or Syrian Diaspora in its influ- 

g ce on the home politics of Lebanon.- 

7 | \wereat-ul-Gharb ~ 80 Weching te St., Ney York,* =~) Ye 
Owner’ ur, N 7Lab; editor Nasi Anak a no connde) My, Eee cen ty this 
* dest ofdest Vian newspaper was daly Wow three times a woek. The 

opposition organ to Al-Hoda. Founded by. Najib Diab, now dead, it ‘goon. 

“became the erystalization point of sustained, sensible opposition ‘to - 

- AMI-Hoaa. Its policy was pan-Syrian, recently tending to pan-Amabist, 
kb all times "Nationalistic", which practically meant in the minds of 

est 3 readers, opposition to the Lebanonz separatist movement. It. te. | 

ale, all in all the most liberal newspaper in the United States: for. 

the Syrians and Lebanese. - | 

- Kg-Sameer, 109 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn, NeYs Editor 

owner, Elia D, Madey. Although recent, succeeding a magazine by the 
game name, it is ably edited by the foremost Syrian poet. Tonds 

somewhat to muck-reking in its bitter onposition to Al-Hoda. The 
editor ~ovner is a son-in- lew of the late founder of Maraat ul~ 

Gharb, who, feiling to get control of that oaper, turned hiw maga. _ 
gine into a newspaver, opnosing both HMeraat ul~Gharb and AleHoda. 
The policy of As-Sameer is comewhat equivocal, and onee was the 

‘indirect and unofficial sookesman of the semi~fascist Syrian orga~- 
nization known ag the Syrian Nationalist Party (Al Hidhibd ul-Suri~ 


aym) 
-1- wie) On the whole it is nationalistic, with now and then an 
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inscpSred editortal. *he editor is more of a poet than a Journalieg. 
ee 7 Madey has no staff, but one able assistant, Farid Ghosn, : 
| torterty eutes of al-Fajr, on Lawrence, Mass. (Vw wilh of- Me tank” } 
Al 1-Bay n, 107 Atlantic Ave. ,Brooklyn, N.Y. Present owner 
tata Davie (Fayyad) of a oa D.C.; editor his brother, 54ai1é 
LG, ‘formerly of Venezuela. “his semi-weekly Arabic newspaper 
Se age founded by the late Suleiman Baddour, a Druze leader in this 


Ss. Some 
a oun wey: Ty became the organ of the Moslem leaders in this coun 


N 


: ued oust Baddour, or publish another paper to abmbete with 
— Al-Bagan failed, mostly beceuse of poor editérial material among 
these people. Al-Bayan is the most ardent pan-Arab publication in 
the United States, and South America. Tt tends to be pan-Islamic 
end has been until recentiy very much under the influence of the 
reactionary Mosiem leader, and Axis sympathizer, Emir Shakib 
© san now said to be in Geneva, Switzeralnd. Because of its exe” 
tremism in its views ai=Bayan opvosed the Arab National League 
of damned it by faint praise. Although it should hae been the 
_ logival o.gan of the league. 
This paper has no staff. 
Fhe Syricn Eagle-1€l Atlantic Ave. ,Brooklyn,N.Y. 
Owned, edited, set in type (mostly) by N.G. Bat#ran, the one-man 


newspaper man. This newspaper championed a sectarian Greek Or tho- 
dox cause, known as the Antiochean movement, which aimed at 


- bringing the Syrians Orthodox Church in the U.S.A. under the reli- 

"gious leadership of the& Antioch see in Damaacus, inetesad of the 

Oythodox Russian Mission. The editor is sincere, though single-min~ 
aed, and his paper has supported the Arab thause in the U.S.A. Deily. 
i , Al-Sayeh, 303 Fifth Ave.,New York, N.Y. Owner, editor 


and founder A.A.Haddad. This is the most literaty Arabic newepsper 


vin the U.S.A+,and was the official organ of the Pen League (Ar-Rabi- 


tah al-Qalamiyyah, founded by the late G.K. Gibran. No staff. Semi~ 
Weekly. 
Me ites _ AMleAkhtad (Character), 59 Washington St, Present edi- 
tor, Jacob Revhael. Formerly this newspaper, semi-weekly, was a ma~ 
. gazing by the same name. Its editor went into septnerants with the 
late J yM. Khoury, editor of Ash-Shaab. On the death of the latter, 
or before it Raphael becamé sole owner and editor. It is a léberal 
Lebanese newspaper, and had its justification in winning for itself 
a section of the Lebanese element in U.S.4- which became @issatis - 
fied with the leadership of late Naoum Mokarzel, founder of Al®Hoda. 
None of these newsvapers, I believe, has a circulast 
tion more than 5000, or rather subscription list. “or it is true that 
in Syrian newspavers the circulation is several times the size of 
subscription, and Moot them receives any financial sid from abroad, 


ag far as I krow. On their views relative to politics of this coun- 


try, almost all were Republicans, as the huge majority of Syrians we- 
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Pe Republicans until a decade or so ago; but they are not beyond 

- belng somewhat mercen@éry when the elections come around, 

| There are no important Arabic publications outside 
of Sew York. Of these less important newspapers two ere Uy peal 
in ee etl older, ie Putten by peowt | 

There are today only two publications of any signis 

fieance in English, the Syrian Ark, published by A.Frederick _ 
Zainey, People? s Bank Bldge., Indianapolis, Ind., and the Feae- 

| ration Herald, of Boston, Mass., published by the East 


ration of Syrian and Lebanese Societies, and edited by George 
“arekat. 

Until recently there were quite a fey, that appea~ 
red for a time and passed on. The most important and oldest of 
these was the Syrian Wor la, founded by S.Mokarzel as a maga~ 
gine, then changed to a weekly newspaper and published by H.I. 
Katibah. When I was in Los Angeles I was told by the editor @& 
the Syrian-American News, Samuel Mamey, that he was a8 going. to 
revive it. Although I was also told that he sold “ne, care ae 

rrsse tess to A..F. Zainey. | 
Today the Syrians and Lebanese in the United States’ 
have no Arabic magazine, end only the Ark, which is anewspaper 
in magazine form, in English. | 

G. Radio Broadcasts: YO | 

The Arabian Nights Program 
Ll. Station 


2. No particular sponeor run by ads from Syrian. 
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_" merchants, and. voluntary contributioss through an annual benefit. 
| ~%. Once a week, reaching the Eastern states. 


4. No propaganda of any sort that I am aware of. 


: | | There are at least two other radio broadcasts ft 
mow of, both | in Boston, one run by Shagoury, the other by M. Be 

Abour Jaily. Neither of them, as far as I know, ies any propagan~ 

oe platforns, and ‘poth are commercial, “sponsored by adverti sement 


_ gubéeription, and American political campaign contribution, 


eek | I was told ‘therduas another radio broadcast, of sin 
miler Benes, in Pittsburgh, Pa., run by Ameen Haddad. | 4, Fe 
| H. General Gonsiderations. 

i. Lebanese sepshatists (following Al-Hoda);:Arab | 
nationalists, and Syrian independence partisans, _ 
some of whom follow the Leadership of the semi= 
fascist al-Hidhib ul-Qaumi, but not Weaeasanany” 
all, or even the majority. Concerning politics 
of the United States, now mostly are pro-Reoseve- 
1t or New Deal, and a small minority who are bit- 
terly opposed to New Deal, or som of its features — 

2.There is hardly any direst foreign influence | 


or propaganda among "yrians and Lebanese of the ” 


] | 
U.S.A. However, the Mufti of Palestine may be said 
: a 
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to have é small following. among Pslestinians and Moslems, and af _ 
Pew Christian Palestinians in this country; Enip Shakih Arisian/Gs)~ 
nas a larger folowing among Druze and Moslems in this country, | Hh 
although he has Bost much of his popularity ince he turned pro= 
Axis. The Patriarch of the Maronites also has a large following 
among the Maroniter. | 

S. With the exception of the late Dr. F.I.Shatara, 
and 5. Mo! kerzel, editor of Al-Hode, there is very little influen- 
ce exercised by Syrians cid Lehenese in this country over the pc~ 
litical ‘res in Syria and Lebanon. This influence is non-officia’ 

4. Present -0litical views of 99 ner cent of the 
Syrhans and Lebanese today in the United States ic for the Allieé 


Cause. This is true since the United States entered the war. 


Before thet here was a strong «nd bitter feeling against Great 


Britain. In the case of the majoraty of these th xkews their 
views might well be expressed in the words of one of them, who 
said, "We wish to see Great Britein licked within an inch of he-r 
life! "None, or very few indeed, wished to see Great Britain con 
pletely defeated by Germany. Even the most ardent Arab nationa - 
lists, with the exception fa of very few, were even Nazi sympe- 
thigers. | 
I. Sourcea of information. 

The writer of this revort wae the former Direc- 

tor of the Arab National Lesezu-. Hogt of his information is first- 


handsd, from long contact with the Syrians snd Lebanese in the 


af 


ot ns 
Shae ic 
2 


Be 
‘ 
ace 


- ae “: ve . ae Noe . : z : < oe . a 
pnd Lebanese in oe a : 


States, both as editor and general writer. Before coming 


. 


ing to New Yorsx, over 4 month ago, he *inisned 2 two year tour 
ith the excevtion of the North- 


: 
fai 
" 


throughout the United States, i 
western states, for the purpose of colledting meterials on the 


gyrians in the United States. Over two hundred articles on this 


-~erast-ule “hard under the title 


general topic appeared in 


t¥nom New York to Los Angeles.* It was vlanned to 
e war hes put 


we 


write some 


kind of a eritical book oh the subject Inter. Th 


off this project indefinitely. 
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Foreign Language Division Document Yumseney, 

Gffice of War Information Jos tf 2boons 
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Washington, De Ce 


Bear Me, Cranstons 


One of our friends has had oceapien te talk with | 
“Dr, AfIf Tannous, an Arab who was born in er and 
- ‘educated as @ a at the Ameriean Gollere 
2 matt oe work at Cornell pag an 1940 
Agricul oxtk Sorat College at 


DPe Sennoua suggested that our euniank should 
‘Make greater effort to use some of the. Reoteneereb lenders — 
in this country in our appesis to the Arab world, He see 
points ont thet the proportion of Christian Arabe in thie =| 
. Sountry 15 really very high high eompared.to that of the Arab 
lands of the O2G a work wheres Moslem Arabs predominattts es 
He suggested that Or, LutvieGadi, a Retroit phyeie 
might. eddress the Arab world with the author, ? 8. 
‘No@lem and se reach thet vast majority of simple, more 
 @P jess untutored, folk who are apt to isaten to "the 
Grand Ruftds 


Apparently Dr, Tannous knows Professors nbtes and 
Faris of Princeton, whose advice on Arab matters he thinks” 


would be good. 


3 gend this information on to you for whatever - 
value it may have, in case you wish to make use of en 


Very sincerely yours, 
. Hert tt} 


Pei ened) Be 
B, De Meritt 
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Interview with Arig PREABEREIURMIOLBEN Sy 1 ono 
APEX BUILDING 153 


Background: Dr. Panncué was born in the Lebannon and educated as a 
Christian Arab at the American College at Bierut. A deep interest in 

| the agricultural problems of his country brought him to Cornell in 
£937 for graduate work. In 1940 he joined the staff of the Agrie 
cultural College at Minnesota. An American citizen he is neverthe- 
less active in Arab-American politics and is a strong believer in 
Arab nationalism. 

Arab-American Politics: 

Organizations. 


2 .\ 
The largest organization is the American-Syrian Federation 


which for purposes of administration is divadded into ‘sue Raster, 
Southern, Middle Western and West Goast Divisions. The Eastern 
Division is confined to New England wkkw and New York with Now GET 
York Gity as headquarters. The other divisions center on Atlanta, 
Gd eaxe and San Francisco. The Federation is a rather loose cor- 
federation of locals largely given to social and cultural fune-- 
| . --biong, and OUT ROA, SLANE , Lebonnese and Palestine Arabs. Local 
Ghapters sometimes refer to the organization as the American- 
Lebonnese Pederation. This change denotes a sharp division withe 
in the Federation the explanation of which requires an under= "| 
standing of the religious organization of the Lebannon itself. | 
In direct ccntrast to the rest of the Arab world which 48g ia 


at least 90% Moslen, tre Lebannon is 60% Christiam and 40% Moslem. 


Of the Christian faii - 60% , 30% or half are Marenites, 20% Sve & 


Greek Orthodox and the balance other sects. The followers of Bt. 
Maron have been united with the Church of Rome since the L2th. 


century, but remain as a special sect of the Catholic Church. 


Ae > 


Page 2. ore 

- As the dominant Christian faith in the Lebannon they have for cen- 
turies defied tre Turks and other Moslems. They have work7d with the 
French in Syria for an independent Lebannon and are opposed to any 
sort of Arab federation. Thus in thés country they show their inde} 
pendence wherever they are the majority by changing the name of the 
Federation to the words"American-Lebannese". 


Fhe second organization of importance, but not as large numeri- 


| 23) 
cally,is the Arab National League. The objectives of this organization 


are four. 
1. Help the Arab countries obtain independence. 


2. Work for Arab confederation. 
3. Oppose Zionism. 
4. Spread the Arab cultural heritage. | 
Up to a year ago this group were very active under the strong lead- 
ership of Dr. Shatara. His death has cast the organization adrift tem- 
porarily as a new dynamic leader is sought. Jas 
». Frior to the entrance of the United States in the War the Syrian 
Nationalist Party, a fascist sponsored organization under the control 
of the Italian Government, had established a few locals in this count- 
ry. However, some of the Italian consuls played their hand too openly 
and the organization was repudiated by all but a small group of vio- 
lent Arab Nationalists. Despite the desire Sor Arab independence by 
the overwhelming number of non-Meronite American-Arabs they were con- 
pletely unwilling to be the dupes of the Iéalians, whose record of 
double dealing , from the Arab cies of ase is only equalled by that 
of the English and French, o a 


Several local Arab-American organizations with either Marcnite 


or Greek Orthodex orkentation are in existence, but Dr. Tannous said 


that he would have to do some checking to find out their present status. 


Arab-American Press. | 
For the Maronite group the paper Al-Hoda, published by Salun 
| Mukerzel is the leading voice. Since the Maronite Arabs probably form 
& majority of the Arab-American world this paper has a large following 
and its point of view is somewhat out of proportion to conditions in 
the Arab world itself¥ where the Maronites, outside of the Lebannon, 
are of no importance. The paper quite naturally stands for an indepen- 
dent Lebannon and is strorly Opposed to Arab Federation. Up to the fall 
of France it was a strong adherent of the French regime in Syria. a eee 
Tannous predicted that the paper will exert every possible pressure Ae 
for the separation of the Lebannon from syria and Palestine in the peace 
settlement and that it may propose refuge under the Fighting French Y. 2 


if the " heavenly signs are auspicious ". 


ca | 
M eraak - wie Gha.é Asante, 
Opposed to Al-Hoda are the papers Mirat-al®Gharb and As- : 


Ee ean ah ane enaae ae ee tony, 


samer’. Both papers voice the Arab national policy , but the Mirat- 
al-Gharb, direct /by a Greek Orthodox group, has the offical support 
of the Arab National League. Here again we find a Christian Arab sect 
exerting influence out of proportion to the distribution of forces 
in the Arab countries. 

The syrtan Ark, & monthly editeu by Fredrick Zeiney, is 
of some importance, but in general it strives to give the news as a 


whole without orientation. 


General : 
Dr. Tannous atated that the great majority of Arabs came to 
this country at a time when they were under Turkish demtnmage dom- 


minace and that they nad made the transition to Americanism faster 


a 
-_ 
Coal i 
| } 


than some re He felt that despite the isolationist stand of the 
leaders of the Maronite- Arabs in the past that no basic conflict 

- with this country existed. A good portion of that stand he felt was 
Simply part of the personal editorial vendettas of some of the leaders. 

He mingested that greater effort should be made:to dig out and 

use some of the Moslem Arab leaders in this country in our appeals 
to the Arab world. He citied Dr. Lutvi-Sadi, a Detroit physcian, as 
One who could address the Arab world with the authority of a Moslen. 
So far as Tannous is aware we have relied on Christian Arabs in our 
‘padio work while he points out that the vast majority of the Arab 
world is a sea of simple, more or less untutored Kesa Moslems who 
look to the Grand Mufti. Badly burnt by past gecspiense ue tbe Eng- 
lish, French and Italians this world is now only iuke varn to the 


United Nations. While they may be vaguely aware of the type of treat- 


CZ 
ea 


ment they would receive from the Nazis they are not impressed with 


Oo 
Sasiss 


accounts of German terrorism---it like as not makes the Germans ap- 
pear in the role of great warriors, especially when combined with 
the daring tactics of a Rommel. 
if they ~ere convinced that the United States reakly meant 

to sak stand by the liberation of all colonial peoples they would, 
in the opinion of Dr. Tannous, deal with us on a very frank basisX 
as Our record in the Near East is honest. Settlement of the problem 
of India would have an electrifying effect. This move combined with 
the increasing flow of men and war materials in the Near East would 
serve to make them active allies. | ie 
Other authorities: 

wid 4% 


Dr. Tannous refereéd to Professors Hitti and Faris of Prince- 


ton as objective and scientific repobters on. the Arab-American world. 


Page 5. a 
a 
He further suggested contact with Mr. George Barakate 


oa entrada aA cet te § a 
Boston attorney. 


1th =O sa msn vem 


Dr, Tanmnous is very willing to clear up such points as he 
can by correspondence at any time. His address is as follows; 


Dr. AfTif Tanncous 


Agricultural Mémorial Union Building, 
College of Agriculture 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
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To: DeWitt CG. Poole Hoy AB Kebiweo ABD: 


From: Nabih amin 0k Gif NOY Te in O 7 
PLEASE RETURN TO LIBRA¥Y’ 


Subject: Banquet APEX BUILDING 153 


A special conmittee of Americans of Syrians and 


Lebanese descent was organized under the Chairmanship 


) 
of A, Barsa_in order to hold a dinner in honour of the 


Hon. George Wadsworth, Consul General and Diplomatic 
Agent from the United States tc the Revublics of Syria 
and the Lebanon. ‘the dinner was held on Friday, October 


00, at 72:30 p.m., at Damascus Restaurant, New York City. 
, x 
Principal speakers were George. ferris , attorney, and 
1G 


Philip Ke Hitel, professor at Princeton University. 


About ninety persons were present. The general 
atmosphere was one of gratification and hope. All pledged 
their Loyalty to the United States, and wished the Consul 
General success in his difficult mission. 

was American in every respect. While 
all were enthusiastic over the ad velopments of smerican and 
Syrian and Lebanese relations, the majority revealed its 
dissatisfaction with French policy in those two lands. 
Everything, however, was restrained. «All hope that ‘this 


step would lead to the fins1 recocnition of the indevendence 


of the two countries, without reservation, 


Ny ~ SB Qa ts . 


FORLIGH MATIC. ALITIES BR. 
saa - ne ats OUT 
Frinceton, N. J.i 
WNovemb 
OGREINATOR OF 
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To: DeWitt C. Pocle 


from: Xebih amin BE nov 919826 
PLEASE RETURN 10 LIBRARY 


Subject: Private EF. P. Jall APEX BUILDING 153 


fy 
f submit the name of Frivate BE. P. Jallouk, Co. G., 
A nppeiemonrennenee > 


1229 R.C., Fort Dix, N. J. as a person who might be useful 

to the Armed Forees of the United States in the Near East. 
Private Jallouk is a sraduate of St. George's School, 

Jerusalem, Hmory College, Atlanta, Ga. He is a member of 

the Native Church of England, Falestine, and 

memebr of the Board of Directors of the Jerusalem Y. M. 


He is also an accomplished singer, though by profession 


business mane 


wie | ham 


OOR e : — : ; ‘ 4 
PORE i ore inF, aOR ae 
HOA ee eas a 

REECE VET, 


7 nov 204 891 
LT freattfeie 9 
i tae BUILDING 1, ‘al 
oie One. of the influential voices used by the Axis fer propas 
- genta, to, the Arab world is that of the Grand Marte of Jerusalem. 
 & veport froa the Arabie-Language newspaper AlsHeda of New York 


on November | 12 states that he byoadeast from Buri, italy, after = 


Hovenber.19, 1942 


SRN eww” 


. the American landings in North Afri¢a and. galled upon the arabe, a os r 
| te resist British and Zionist tmperteliea, ~/' os 
| | Professor Rabth abth anin P Paris of Princeton cals my. sas J é 
| ¢o the significant fact that the Grand Mufti as not reported te 
“have called for resistance to America. In hie opinion this , re 
as 2 | Ampttes Q) thet the Mufth himself does not entertain hostility ee: 
toward america, and (2) that he knows he cannot cali, upen the. ae 
Arabs to resist America because they Locks towards > America ‘for 
“helps ei | _— ns aadie 
| | Professor Faris has Per aeiies which I “pase on to you : 
fer what it is worth, It falis in the realy ‘of paychologionl | 
i. warfare. Be believes one wust recognize as facts. that the Spend. 
Murtd $s: an important national leader, that he is the imdiey ated 
leader of the Nationalist Arabs in Palestine, and that for aweins 
-Feasons he is not sycpathetic to Britein, British pelicy ani: 7 | 
Palestine drove him out of nis home, His mistake, according to 
‘Professor Paris, is that he sought refuge in the wrong. place, | 
- Professor Paris believes that it might be possible to get hin to 


a wefuge where he would no longer be of use to the Axis, 


‘af. 7 were possible for sameone through a neutral party, 
: say the. turkish Ambassador in Rome or in Berlin, tq coumunteate 


- With the Grand urtl, he might suggest to him thas At is time for 


: has ‘te perfora the Holy Pilgrimage. @nee he arrives in Meceas - 
he might. be persuaded by TinSaud te. femain in the holy Catz. > 


ee Through Etn-Saud again, he night be persuaded te teet an Anostean, 


oo ‘Pepresentative, in fines. this ight be 8 way of winning hie to 


a wae. side, or at least getting’ ‘thm anny from ‘the. AZLS. 


| —_ EDM mi | . . Origi na’ 


i it ‘ecours to ae that you nar e ant te give conéideration | to. 
eS this ideas, whatever ; you may think of its feasibiiaty. 


(Ene) BD, torts, 
By Dy Meritt 
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SYRIANS : AB recenve AB 


War Committee Formed, GO NOV 25 1942 qo} 
degree Sie 
Recently a joint Synianhbhe aval in 153 | 


r : 


‘in Pittsburgh, The reported objectives of the committee is to. 
promote participation of the two groups in the sale of war bonds 
and to raise funds for the purpose of purchasing war ambulances 
and kitchens, 


The committee is composed of: 


J, Sarraf (legislator), chairman 


AD 


Dr. George 
Z,, Hallow, vice-chairman, 
John Esau, secretary 


Philip Nassar and Peter Bettes, co-treasurers, 


NOTE: ACditional information will be sought an request from 


0.S.S, or as further inquiries seem desirable, 


November 28, 1942 


Mr. Poole: 
Auk: 1. 
While I was talking with Mr. Aglion — 


this morning he gave me tic euhased which 
is an outline of a book he has written on 


Islan and which is to be published soon. 


we thought you might be interested in see~ ee 


- ing it. The book will be about 100,000 


words long. 


FROM: DEWITT C. POOLE 
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one quarter of the popubtion of this globe «= that 


is to say o« about 400 million humen beings one ae Nosiems 
What force do they represent ? | 
From Pangiers to Sumatra aw from uaustor to 
| the twenty-fifth degree latitude w= the immense majority of. 
the population of the world is Tslamie, China, in view of 
numerous conversions, has @ total oF twenty five milion 
Moslemss in Russia there are twenty militon of them, Less 
important Moslem communities are to be found in | Albania, Yugos” 
Slavia, Poland, and evea in Finland. . | ; 
| Strategically, the ueslen populati-ns’ are. Loestod 
at the most important crossroads of the civilized world: L == Dakar 
Tangiers, Suez, Aden, Ceylon, JEVEsseeee 
The extraordinary Arab literature | % the famous. poss 
of Omar Khayam, the books of wisdom, the teachings of ‘the. 
Koran, and the Moslen | ‘philosophy, all these have made. e . 
"considerable contributionto the civilizati n of the ork, 
fhe Western countries have also been influeneed dn 
many ways by the culture of the Orient, To the Noslem* peoples © 
we owe tae compass and many of the primary laws of navigationy 


They charted the first. maps of the sea, To them. also must go 


the credit for having formulated the Tules of algebras. They 
added much to the then~existing knowledge of geometry. They 
“were the link between the civilizati-ns of India snd Chinay: : 
as ‘well as’ those of the Far Bast anu the Western, Worlds “From 
& nechanieal point of view they were equaily advenddd, Kon 
led in the gonstrictd nm of ships from the ninth trough the ae 
tifseenth century. wy " oo 7 ee 
Islan has had its glorious epoch, ae Gominebea 
sinultsneoiisly Southern | ‘Asia, Northern Africa, and helt ca 
Europes “From ‘Vienna (austria) to. Poitiers (prance)! dx 
warriors have. sitehed their tentsl, After Long. wry as. a 
result of wich Christianity failed to perish, the Howton 
retume: .o the Orieht. | During the last century, it was 
thought that. Iglam would remain forever moti ¢ onless and. wound 


: sleep on surrounded. by the splendors and. 2 the | gloty:e ar hor 


past. oe we Lo 
This sleep | ~~ Was. it. tp. sien of naihess proceding an 
death, or was at ‘the sleep permitting of a reewikening. of 
an Isiem bursting with energy and strength ?. 

. The @lumber of the sons of Ishmael Wes “Aistrubed 
fifty years 860 far the first time in centuries, by, a 
“prophet called Aba BL Wahab, who said that the way. potnted 
toward a reform rendering the moslen. religion nore strict, and. 
in more severe conformity with that. which had been preotised. : 
in ancient times. “Innumerable tribes from the deserts ‘of 
arabia and Traq answered his eall. Thus was born a new 


‘Islam «- one which was reformed and. ultra-conservatives 


_ fnother movement, bern of ideas Just the opposite of 


7 those of Abd Bl Wahab, game inte being when a Turkish general. 


| 5 Konel Attatur:, reformed the old Ottoman Empire and made out. of | 
fe ibe modern, | non. sectartan states ‘The creation of moders Andustete By 


the tent-natinnalistic and statist organization of Durtiey yas 


3 Seepanasten 1 followed, to a greater or lesser degree, this sate. 
routes The birth of 6 non-secterien Eslanic movenient is an. event 


bey 


“ espitel inyortance, to which very insufficient attention His been: 
a cakleds:. eo BE ig oe | es we _ 
| ’ The co-existence of these. two reforms - 7 one. t. uching s 

. ‘ - * the most religious of extremes, and the other going ‘to. “he: late: 
| a extreme wee engenders no seri us trouble among the Nosiemsp wat” 
resulted, in both eases, in che development of entideiuropeen novex 
ments, tt has fostered among. the oslems a mach greater realigat 
of their strength, we, 7 | oe . ole 
} . | This strength 4s growing in a grost many wayay” Before. 
the wary. the industrializat!-a of the. orient, shich had besa gre 
. at a rapid pace, permitted the anticipation of an era s00n bo ¢ 
. when the woslen countries, with their. very cheap bendigratt, Would, 
after satisfying their own needs, - commence to eompete azeinet 
Buropeen products. “t must be realized that, after the wary Japan: 
will not be the only country to compete with the . ‘oducts of: . 
a Europe and. americas To. ‘greatly facilitate such competit: ony there 
are to. be found in the orient vast stores of raw netericlss there 
is petroleum in Iraq, cotton in Egypt ‘and in India, as well £8 | 


colossal stocks of tin, rubber, iron, copper, etc. in the Malay 
peninsulas 


the develepnent of teaching, the facility with which 

the ‘Oriental students adapt themselves bo. our eulture and leamning, 
LS makes tis think that soon the Western world will no lenges be their 
| masters. . | | | 
-_ ' The Loss or prestige suffered by the white man aan 
: past. ton years, and, above all, since the beginning of “the -eurrent 
wary wilh hasten the political upheav 1s which are ‘bound, te oo 
oy the Arabian countries, : 7 7 oe 

The. Oriental TAGES, with ‘their: f neing potentialities, 


Oo have 1 not yet been put to the test in this WOPe The final outeome’ @ 


tthe’ battle may well depend on the eighty mt] ion iéslems fron $ne 

| northern part of I, nite, who, undeniably, héve for conturips had a 

yp wastes military spirit, The new status of aia gan be either 
» favorable o or unfavorable as far as they are conceriiedy and because 
thts, they will not let Ristory pass thea by without waking ‘a Ome 

fal contributions ' - 
‘oe t= ny ty ayy 


hes multiplied fourfold in twenty-five years, is repiany + jenetatia 


‘8 tate of European ¢ civilizations Worthern Afriog, | which ree: 


her ‘and Cy » 


Tslan sleeps no longer. 


and in China, Her numbers are growing all over the world inal 


~_ pete fashions 
mm ‘the realms of. voemaste. 2 SOMO Sreat 


' forces are » vemshaning themselves, 


Pa 
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Yours ae ie Pape! 


‘MMeutenant Colonel Ellery Ce eee ae 


In reading the. sirvtapdaouies press in the United 
in Professor Nabih Amin Faris of Princeton has 
gathered & number of names of Syrian-Lebanese Peportes « 
as being in the armed forces of the United States. | 


ane attached ‘list, according to his records, names. 


-Gyrlan-Lebanese fron the eity ‘of Lawrence, Masaachusetts. ; 


dt is arranged geographically by communities in the 
Near Bast. 
The - list is sent to you for whatever interest 


“and value it may have. 


Coen eeervenseoce 
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To: DeWitt C. Poole apst CTE? ees unto 153 
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From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: Syrian-Lebanese in the Armed Forces of the United States 


I enclose a list of the Syrian-Lebanese Americans in the 


armed forces of the United States. All are from Lawrence, Mass. 


The names were gleaned from the various Arabic papers. 


QO. 
COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 
Dart: December Ll, 1942 
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


ia 


Mre De Ce. Poole 
From: Be D. Meritt 
SUBJECT: 
In reading the Syrian-language press in the United States, 


Professor Nabih Amin Faris of Princeton has gathered a number of names 


of Syrian-Lebanese reported as being in the armed forces of the United 


States, The attached list, according to his records, names Syrian- 
Lebanese from the city of Lawrence, Ilassachusetts. It is arranged 


geographically by communities in the Near Easte 


pe 
SYRIANS AND LEBANESE OF LAWRENCE, MASS. 
SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 
ZAHALAH~-LEBANON 
Henry Nagib Salibi Nassar 
Fred Nagib Salibi Nassar 
Robert George Saliti Nassar 
Philip George Salibi Nassar 
Salibi Shahin Nassar 
John Shahin Nassar (Marine Corporal) 
Rimond Shahin Nassar (Marine) 
Fred Elias Zakhia 
Eddy Elias Zakhia 
John Mosa El-Ghsin 
George Joseph El-ashaktouty 
Theodore Hanna El-Malouf 
Ibrahim Aziz Aziz 
Ragi Aziz Aziz 
Sami Addu Aziz (Sailor) 
John Dawalibi 
Jack Dawalibi (Sailor) 
William Fahd Shaib 
Fouzl El-Maarawi 
Nichoal Ibrahim E1l-Brdawil 
Theodore Ibrahim El-Brdawil 
Farid Azir Korbag 
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Iskander Axir Korbag 


Stanly Khalil El-Barkas 

Frank Khalil El-Barkas 

Fredrick Ibrahim Ei-Barkas 

Nadrah Nichola El-Barkas 

Joseph Elias El-Basha (Marine) 

George Elias El-Basha | 

Joseph Zaidan El-Kasouf (Marine) 
George Zaidan El-Kasouf 

Nagib Faris El-Malouf 

Shible Mikhaeil El-Himssi (Coast Guard) 
Nolan Girgi Haikal 

Nagib Atta El-Malouf 

Arthur Wadi' El-Malouf 

Joseph Faris El-Malouf 

Sam Wadi! Abu Khattir 

George Malouf 

Miss Alice Joseph Abu Nadir (Home Defense) 


f° SAGHBIN--LEBANON 
? Anis Salim Khalid Awin 
Iskander Mikhail Daher Awin (Marine Corporal) 


Nichola Mikhail Daher Awin (Air Corps) 
Miss Anni Mikhail Daher Awin (Home Defense) 
Bamond Mikhail Daher Awin (Under call) 
Jimmy Massoud Elias Awin (Sailor) 

John Moosa Simia Awin (Coast Guard) 


Ghanim Naif Ghanin 


Michal Naif Ghanin 

George Shukir Alla Nichola 

Joseph Shukir Alla Nichola 

Shakib Shukir Alla Nichole (Corporal) 
Adib Shukir Alla Nichola 

Antoun Faris El-Battal 

Wadi' Bolous El-Khouri 


Jacob Tahan (Navy) 
Jimmy Salim Tamir (Ain Zibdah) 
Joseph Nagib Faris (Ain Zibdah) 


SHILFA 
Ibrahim Milham Khalil 
geerec Milham Khalil 
Jimmy Tanious Khalil 
Karim Milham Rizk El-Malouvf 


EL-ZARORIAH 
John Ghalib Baz 
Lewis Salim Elias 
Jommy Soliman Kiami (Ei~Showere) 


EL-SHABANTAH 
Dr. Mikhail Kanaan 
Joseph Naif Faris 
William Joseph Faris 
Tawfik Avdu Tanious 


Poa. ae 
Farahat Francis Khalil (Corporal) 
Louis Francis Khalil 
Fuad Abdu Mirai‘ 
Tawfik Boutrus Hanna 
William Assad Khattar 
Mieke Assad Khattar 
Louis Tanious Kanaan (Marine) 
Anis Tanious Kanaan 
Alfred Girgis Samaan 
George Joseph Shadid 
Farid Joseph Shadid 
Salim Afram Shadid 
Joseph Boutrus Shahin 
Shahin Boutrus Shahin (Corporal) 


SLIMA--LEBANON 
Joseph Elias Shakir (Coast Guard) 
George Boutrus Saad Alla 


ANDARA 
Adib Joseph El-Haddad 


Adib Joseph Gebrail 


AIN EL~HOUR 
Tom Shahin Khattar 
Michal Nagib Moosa 
William Said Faris 


Jimmy Fahd Joseph 


AITA 
Edward Anssarah 


Fouzi Anssarah 


FALOUGHA 
Mansour Hanna Nassif 
Joseph Hanna Nassif 
Micke Wahba El-Rami 
Edward Wahba El-Rami 
Dawid Soliman Habib 
George Nimr Goudi 
Emile Nimr Goudi 
Miss Esther Khattar (Home Defense) 
Micke Kalim Habib 
Elias Joseph El-Kafouri (Navy) 
Esbir Joseph El-Kafouri (Coast Guard) 
Mickail Tanous Ibrahim (Kafr Kadi) 
Naim Faris Karam (Kafr Shima) 


AL~MAANTAH--LEBANON 
Khalil Magid El-Khouri 
George Magid El-Khouri 
Abd-Alla Elias Daher 


George Joseph Daher 
Tom Mansour El-Khouri 
Kamil Nimr Nadir 


Radwan Assad Mansour (Corporal) 
Assad Farid Daher 

Nkhla Mobarik Habib 

Remiz Mickail Gabriel 

Shafik Milad Daw' 

Nabih Abdu Mansour 


‘AL-MOBIDATHAR 
Tawfik Assad Abu Kamal 
Emile Assad Abu Kamal 
George Assad Abu Kamal 
Mitri Abu Kamal 
William Habib El-Akl (Navy) 
Robert Nichola El-Ak1 


MARG EL-BIKA' --LEBANON 
Soliman Abd Alla El-Barkha 
Charles Daher Murad 
William Elias Rizk Alla (Sida) 


KAB ELIAS 
Fuad Girgis Yamin (Corporal) 
Fris Nimr Simia 
Charles Nimr Simia (Navy) 
Dabroun Nimr Simia (Marshall Marine) 


Fred Girgis Faris (Corporal) 
Girgis Samaan Korban 


Frank Shukr All Karban 


~ FJ = 
Blias Makhoul El-Haggar 
Fuad Ibrahim El-Bassit (Navy) 
Farid Dahir El-Haggar 
Filkis Milham Zarzour 
Emile Milham Zarzour 


Pauline Milham Zarzour (Nurse) 


Faris Joseph El-Haggar (Pilot) 
Habib Assad El-Haggar 

Fredy Na'oum Kiamah (E1-Showere) 
Lidya Nabhan (Home Defense) 
Faris Joseph El-Haggar (Pilot) 


" - MASHGHARA 
Dr. Soliman El-Haggar (Captain) 
Pfilip Naim Nichola El-Dibs 
Shakib Nichola El-Dibs 
Faris Nichola El-Dibs 
George Nichola Abu Ghanin 
Jack Nichola Abu Ghanim (Navy) 
Aziz BHl~-Haggar 
Alfons Dawud Abu sraj 
Nagib Dawud Abu Arraj (Coast Guard) 
fmile Joseph El-Haggar (Marine) 


EL-WARDANTAH 
Sa'id Daghir — 


Philip Assad Kanfoush 


Tom Sasin Saab 

Habib Sasin Saab 

George Masouad Assad 
Lowis Aboud Makhraz 

Tom, Aboud Makhraz 

Albert Elias Farah (Pilot) 
Joseph Elias Nafaa' 

Jimmy Kablan Nafa' 


Joseph Masouad 


SYRIAN AND LEBANESE IN THE UNITED STATES ARM FORCES .secceeoes LAWRENCE MASS. 


ZAHALAH-=LEBANON=~ 

Henry. Negib Salibi Nassar 

‘Fred Nagib Salibi Nassar 

Ronert George Salibi Nassar 

Philip George Selibi Nasser 

Salibi Shahin Neesar 

John Shahin Nassar ----- Merrine Corporal 
‘Rigbnd Shahin Nassar ----- Merrine 

Fred Bliss 2akhia 


- ‘Bddy Elias Zakhia 


John Mosa El=Ghsin 

George Joseph Bl-ashaktouty 
Theodore Hana E1-Melouf 
Torahin Aziz Agia 

Ragi Aziz Aziz 

Sami Addu Aziz --- Sailor 
John Dawalibi 

Jack Dawalibi «-- Sailor 
Willion Fehd Shaib 

Touzi. El-Maarawi 

Nichoal Ibrahim El«Brdawil - 
Theodore Ibrahim EleBardawil 
Farid Azir “orbag 


iskander Azir Xorbag 
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* Syrian Lebanese ( Cont.) <= ae- 


Stanly Khalil El-Barkas 


Frank “halil El- Barkas 


Fredrick Ibrahim El= Barkas 

Nadrah Nichola Bl-Barkas 

Joseph Elias El-SZasha ---Marrine 

George Elias Bl-Basha 

Joseph Zaidan El-Kasouf --- Marrine 

George Zaidan Bl-Kasou? 

Nagib Faris Bl-Malouf 

Shible Mikheil Bl-Himssi «--- Coast Guard 
Nolan Girgi Haikal 

Negib Atta Bl-Malouf 

Arthur Wadi" Bl-Malouf 

Joseph Faris El-Melouf 

Sam Wadi® Abu Khattir 

George Malouf | 

Mies Alice Joseph Abu Nedéir ---- Home Defense 
SAGHBIN ¢ Lebanon -+------- 

Anis Salim Khalid Awin 

Iskander Mikhail Daher Awin e=~-lrrine Corporal 
Nichole Mikhail Dahor Awin o==- Air Gorp. 
Miss Anni Mikhail Daher Awin ---Home Defense 
Edmond Mikhail Daher Awin ----Under Call’ 


Jimny Massoud Elias Awin --Sailer 
John Moosa Simia Avim --- Coast Guard 
Ghaninm Naif Ghanin 

Michal Naif Ghanim 


Syrian Lebanose (Cont.)-==3--- 


George Shukir Alle Nickela 

Joseph Shukir Alla Nichola 

Shakib Shukir Alla Nichola --”orporal 
Adib Shukir Alla Nichola 

Antoun Faris 51-Battal 

Wadi* Bolous El-Khouri 

Jacod Tahan ---Navy 

Jimny Salim Tamir-=( Ain Zibdah) 
Joseph Nagib Faris -~ ( Ain 4indah ) 


Shil fpwansemencen > 


Tbrahim Milham Khalil 
George Milam Knalil 
Jimmy Tanious Khalil 
Karim Milham Rizk El-Melouf 


E leZaro PIB hwouacsa.nas 


John Ghalib Baz 
Lewis Salim Elias 
Jimny Soliman Kiami ( B1-Showere) 


BleShabaniaghowwwwnamce 


Dr» Mikhail Kanaan 

J oseph Naif Faris 
William Joseph Faris 
Tawfik Abdu Tanious 


Syrian Lebanese (conte) «—=4o== 
Yarahat Francis Khalile«-Coporal 
Louis Frneis Khalil 

Fuad Abdu Mirai‘ 

Tawfik Boutrus Hanna 

William Assad Khattar 

Micke Assad Khattar 

Louis fenious Kanean === farrine 
Anis Tanious Knaan 

Alfred Girgis Samaan 

: George Joseph Shadid 

| Farid Joseph Shadid. 

Salim Bfram Shadid 


Joseph Boutrus Shahin 


Shahin Boutrus Shahin--="orporal 
‘Slima on Lebanon-~-exsesse 


Joseph Blias Shakir -~ Coast “uerd 
George Boutrus Saad Alle 


Anda rawonsenweewe 


Adib Joeoph BisHeddad 
Adib Joseph Gebrail 
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fom Shahin Khattar 
Michal Negib Moosa 
William Sdid Faris 


Syrien Lebanese ( Cont. jer-a§o-n- 
Jimmy Fahd Joseph 
Aitgenwon 


Edward Anssareh 


Fouzi Anesarh 
Falougha«-ssa=2nen. 


Mansour Hanna Nassif 

Josehp Hanna Nassi?f 

Micke Wekba B1-"ami 

Edward Wahba Bi-Rami 

Dawud Soliman Habib 

George Nimr Soudi 

Emile Nimr Goudi 

Miss Esther Khattar ~----Home Defense 
Micke Kalim Habib 

Blias Joseph BleKafouri --- Navy 
Esbir Joseph £1l-Kafouri---Goast Guard 
Mickail Tanous Ibrahim @ Kafr Kadi ) 
Naim Faris Karam ( Kafr Shima ) 


Al-Maaniah Lehanonews<.-e28 


Khalil. Magid El-Khouri 
George Magid El-Khouri 
Abd-Alla Elias Daher 


George Joseph Daher 


Syrian Lebanese ( conte )es=-Gex-<= 


tom Mansour Bl«Khouri 

Kamil Nimr Nadir 

Radwan Assad Mansour «-Gorporal 
Asead Farid Daher 

Nkhia Mobarik Habib 

Ramiz Mickail Gabriel 

Shefik Miled Dew 

Nabih Abdu Mansour 


AlwMohidathah~<-.~-..0 


Tawfik Assad Abu Kamal 

Emile S:cad Abu Kemal 

George Assad Abu Kemal 

Mitri Abu Kamel 

William Habib 21-Ak1 ---Navy 
Ropert Nichola B1-"k1 


Marg Bl-Bika' Lebanon=e2-= 


Soliman Abd Alla E1-Barkha 
Chries Daher Murad 
Williem Elias Rizk lle ( Sida ) 


Kab Bliageacesece 


Fuad Girgis Yamin--corporal 


Syrian Letenese ( conte ) <--7-== 


Fries Nimr Simia 

Chries Nimr Simia---llavy 

Dabroun Nimr Simia --<Marshall Merrine 
Fred Girgid Paris~--Sorporal 
Girgis Samean Korban 

Frank Shukr 411 Karban 

Elias Makhoul Bl-Haggar 

Fuad Ibrahim Bl-Baseit-«-Navy 
Farid Behir EleHagear 

Filkis Milham Zargour | 

Emile Milkam Zarzour 

Pauline Milgam 4arzour--« Nurse 
Faris Joseph El«Haggar--Pilot 
Habib Agsad Blelaggar 

Fredy Na‘oum Kiamah-{ Bl-Showere) 
Lidya Nebhane = Huxaa Nome Deferde 
Faris Joseph BleHaggar --=Pilot 


Mashghara+-<-=- 


Dr. Soliman EleHagear-Capt. 
Pfilip Naim Nichola B1-Dibs 
Shakib Nichola Bl-Dibs 

Faris Nichola Bl-Dibs 

George Nichole Abu Ghanin 

Jack Nichola Abu Ghanam----lavy 
Aziz BleHaggar 


Alfons Dawud Abu Araj 


Syrian Lebanese ( cont,)-=-F-=- 
Nagib Dawud Abu Arraj ---Coast Guard 
Emile Joseph El-Haggar--Marrine 


Bl~Wardan ighewe= oa 
Said Daghir 


Ashash -ceece 


Philip Assad Kanfoush 


Tom Sasin Saab 

Habib Sasin Saad 

George Masouad Assad 

Louis Aboudxiikiex Makhraz 
fom Aboud Makhrez 
Alpert Elias Fareh---Pilot 
Joeeph Blias Nefea' 

Jimny Kablen efat 


Joseph Masouad 
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Tae following is quoted frem one of the perople who essists 


¢ 
a me in obteining information, It represents the most that immediate 


inquiries can conveniently find outs 

"The Syrian-Lebanese Committee (Syria-Lebanon War Committee) was 
orgenized by Mr, Z, B, Hallow with Dr, George J, Sarraf as chairman, It 
was ergenized during the Waited War Fund Drive (Oct, 19-Nov, 9, 1942 ); 
but due to conflicts encountered within the group--namely, the question 
ef separation versus unity of the Syrians and Lebenese=--no effort was 
expended on the United War Fund, Some of the Lebanese pulled out and, 
with the approval of the Allegheny County Committee on War Bonds set 
up a eins War Bond Booth (CFBs numerous groups here have such booths), 
ur. Hel low and Br. - Sarkar are still attempting to mite the two groups, _ 
A meeting was hela on Friday, Nov, 27, 1942, to discuss what this Syrian- — 
Lebanese Committee might do in relation to the war effort, Interest seemed 
to be centered in the possible purchase of war bonds, support fer the 
"Blood Bank," and the ultimate purchase of ambulances by the Syrian-Lebanese 
group for the Americen Red Cross," 
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Decenber 16; 19 


7 send you. eee such interest as it may nave 
zy ny or a : Pepe by Profesor Rabin Amin Faria of. 
; dveratty, on the peagtion of the, Arabic: 
‘press ‘be she appointnent of Hee George | 
- Madawertt as Daplometie Agent ti. Bedzut. | 
“Tou wilt | sedarotand, of course that wat 


_sempomenstiter of ‘te yards, 
ae in extra ony of this letter oa ot the 
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-tnoerety yours, 


Signed t ro ‘De Hite Os Pools 


Dewate Ge Poole 


7 Honorable A. Ae Berle, See 0. On te = Bi - MASTER cope: Me 
| Assistant Secretary, of Stat Document fomber. ae, Ce a 
Washington, De Ce Orig ne" ae 
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- Been wabth ‘nin Faris: eo, 7 
| Subteots The avebie Press: and George Wadsworth. a es od 
AEN we tes ary eae x 


ae ae ised en ny reports of Gat. il; “The United — 
. Stetes and Syrian and Lebanese: dependences we 
Howe EM ov Banquet for George Wadsworth : 
ov, 2, on Reaction to the Banquey for Mr. 
“ Madaworthg Rov. iis The Hote, ueorge Wace 
__ end on personal findings in Ranh tig 
“editors gn other Arabie-spee Ken 
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- Reaction. te the appointaent. of Soorge Wadsworth 28 
| éponatte Agent. in Beirut and Damasens ds. vest described, 
ae -_ ban sn g two. headings: ‘the man himself ond the ottice. to ae a oe 


— that he ‘ts able ‘ant quaitiea to perform a ditrtoutt tee 


ae a Here and ‘thierey however, ‘there ‘4s some. apprehension that. 


: 2 e he is & Little favourably disposed to Zionism, in view of a 
: ah he is supposed to have done while he was stationed in . ae 
. Jerusalen. This. view ts, nevertheless, not widespread or — 
- articulate. a? Pg _ ee a 

os [oe 28, This office to which the man has been epposiabige | 
- alt factions have been elated that the United States has deemed. °, 
| at worth its. while to send a aiplomtic agent to the two Near - 
: Eastern republics. | ‘ATL factions hope. that this ‘step is. ‘dndeod 7 
the prelude to a closer relationship between the United States 

end the two republics which wilt soon lead to full recognition 


ee? 


‘ets seprecentation a Htockt recognition" of | = “indepentenses 
_ the other papers: are less sanguine ‘and more septiesly not 1 
of the good | fadth: of the United Btatesy- ‘put of the 
7. “Eakelt ood: that, after the. wars syrian end. Letanes 2 anterest 
ot “eon ‘compete * with are plans. ‘The. fect that the 
inet 


ane 


ne. sts Singers crossed an hopin tor the beste, . Bat: there 
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- ebanscor, “aie cannot, _ceavisise ‘themselves that Brance © 


_ 


139 renounce its Imperialism, or that the United stator ; - 


Wout eo anak of its way. to: insure thet. renunciation. Tt mast 
be rouenbered “that. the Frenchy alk varieties,: sti regard ao ; 


_ these: ‘two ands as an integral part of their eupire. 
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To: Benjumin’ 

From: Mabih Amin Faris 

Subject: The Arabic Press and George Wadsworth 
[Based on my reports of Oct. 11, on The United States 
and Syrian and Lebanese Independence; Nov. 1, on Ban- 
quet for George Wadsworth; Nov. 8, on Reaction to the 

Banguet for wr. Wadsworth; Nov. 15, The Hon. George 

Wadsworth; and on personal findings in conversations 

with editors and other Arabic-speaking individuals. ] 

Reaction to the anvointment of George Wadsworth as 
Diplomatic Agent in beirut and bamascus is best described un- 
der two headings: the man himself and the office to which he 
has been selected. 

L. The man himself. On the whole there is 4 general 
agreement that fir. Wadsworth is the right man for the job, that 
he is able and qualified to perform a difficult task. Here 
and there, however, there is some apprehension that he is a 

LJ * 2 . o e af 
Little favourably di: posed to Zionism, in view,what he is 
supposed to have done while he was stationed in Jerusalem. 
This view is, nevertheless, not widespread or articulate. 

2. The office to which the man has been appointed. 
All factions have been elated’ that the Unitec States has deemed 
4% worth its while to send a diplomatic agent to the two tear 


Hastern republics. Kel Pee Clone Nor 


deed the prelude to a closer relationships between the United 


Om 


The Arabic-press and Georce Wadsworth (cont.) 


States and the two republics which will soon lead to full 
recognition of their independence. In the meantime only 
al-Hoda sees in this representation a "tacit recognition" of 


that independence; the other papers are less sanguine and 


more skeptical, not indeed of the good faith of the United 


States, but of the likelihbod that, after the war,  — an and 
Lebanese interest could compete with French imperial plans. 

The fact that the United States had assured the French of the 
integrity of their empire enhances this skepticism. Arab opin- 
ion, as it were, is holding its fingers crossed and hoping for 
the best. But there is a fatalistic attitude underlying the 
reaction of Syrians and Lebanese: they cannot convince themselves 
that France would eventually renounce its imperialism, or that 
the United States would go out of its way to insure that re- 
nunciation. It iust be remembered that the French, all varieties, 


still regard these two lands as an integral part of their empire. 
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CONFIRMATION OF 
PLACE OF ORIGIN Iran via Egypt suPPLEMENTARY TO [oissenmation ae 
 aJcsve oe 
DIR. OSS TIC 
cep.on | A The “Millspaugh project" was first presented to Par- 
DIR. St liament on the 24 of Esfand (March 16th) and was at once 
"_SECIAT turned over to the Parliamentary committees on finance and 
PWS commeree who reported it back to Parliament on the 30th of 
B. ANAL Farvardine (April 20th). Debate was begun and it was passed 
REA on the 14th of Ordebehisht (Hay 5th). The bill appeared in 
M4. DIV. three formss as first submitted, ss altered by the comit- 
au *“ ties, and as finally passed. The first and final forms 
: were very much alike. The committee draft contained a pro- 
posal for a seven-man board to supervise the enforcement 
of the project which was left out of the final draft. The 
second and final drafts contained a provision against 
officials engaging in the commerce of foodstuffs. 
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ALGIERS The period of seven weeks taken to pass this important 
Shine. project seems much longer than necessary for a roasoned 

bolic study of it and if future bills intended to impl-rient various 
taal sections of the project are as slow of passage, Dr. 

CR Eer: Milispaugh will be greatly hampered in his work. The fact 
neue is that Parliament is not too anxious for Dr. Millspaugh 
reset to proceed along the lines he has already indicated since 
aa his proposals will strike at the well-to-do, a class of 
mee which Parliament is very largely composed. However, the 

NR. EAST deputies realize that the general public is strongly behind 
bE slik Milispaugh and they hesitate to actively oppose his plans. 
richie Undoubtedly some who speak in his favor will vote against 
haces his bills since no record is kent of the way a deputy votes. 
—. fT-e Tehran press claims to support Millspaugh, but does so 
bcd somewhat half-heartediy and with petty criticisms - here 

at again the press is controlled by the wealthy landowning 
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classes. It nust be realized that the vassage of the bills 
sponsored by Ir. Iillspaugh wiil not immediately solve the 
financial and economic problems of Iran for the most 
difficult task will be to achieve un equitable and thorough 
enforcement of such bills with the rather corrupt and 
inefficient officials on hand. One tendency can be noted: 
the partial closing of the bazaar, actually brought about 
by Local merchants although they deny such activity. For 
the past month and more large scale trading has practically 
ceased in the bazaar. Certain rumors circulate about Dr. 
Millspaugh's future »lans such as the one that a very high 
daily tax will be vlaced on private cars. This rumor has 
already brought the vrice of cars down from fantastic 
levels. 


The cabinet of Soheily is not disvlaying any marked 
activity nor do any of his ministers seem to be outstanding 
figures. Bayat, the new Minister of Finance, is a man of 
good common sense and can be expected to cooperate fully 
with Dr. Wilisvaugh. There are indications that a cabinet 
crisis may develop about the middle of June when the new 
income tax bi11 is debated in Parliament. 


During the month past, Parliament aporoved only a hand- 
ful of bills. One of the most imvortant was the Irrigation 
BLil which provides a credit of 45 million ricls for each 
of the next ten years to put into oneration plans for 
irrigation and drainage. After years of neglect arriculture 
and its fundamental problems seems about to receive the 
attention which it merits. 


Speakers in Parliament continue to hammer on the theme 
that the value of the rial is not correctly adjusted to the 
pound steriing and the dollars; that the rial is worth far 
more and something should be done about it. Nothing will 
be done. The seme type of comolaints continue to be made 
agairst allegedly large nurchases of foodstuffs by the 
Allies within Iran. It is worthy of note that the American 
command is leaning over backward in an effort to feed the 
Anerican troops only on supplies brought from the U.S.A. 
and to buy nothing in the local market. As a result the 
soldiers meals are rather monotonous and are not yet 
adapted to the summer season. [Fggs are purchased locally, 
but vractically no fresh vegetables or fruits. 


Eleven Tehran papers were suspended for about two weeks, 


most of the because they attacked the British behavior here 
as being unprincipled - "like unbridled wild horses" - 
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usually as they put a false interpretation on local 
incidents before an imvartial account of the incident in 
question had apneared. 


TYPHUS 

“uch less was orinted this month than last about the 
current typhus epidemic and it can be assumed that cases 
are rapidly declining in number. The government is spend- 
ing 8 million rials to combat this vlague. 


FOOD 

Supyvlies of all foodstuffs are more abundant. "Free" 
sugar and rice have come down about 25 vercent. Vegetables 
now on the market include aspargus, peas, beans, squash and 
cucumbers: fruit- cherries, avricots and strawberries. Eggs 
have not dropoved very much, but chickens are somewhat 
cheaver~- a small one is about $1.25. 


Meat is still searce and sells for prices above those 
fixed by the Muhicipality. 


SHALL CHANGE 

A very embarrassing feature of daily life is the almost 
complete disapvearance of the metal one-half rials vieces. 
It is certain that these coins have been collected and 
melted down by sveculators since the netallic value of the 
material is higher than the coinage value. The government 
has done nothing to stop this traffic, but does speak of 
minting new colns of a lower metallic value or issuing 
naper money of very small denominations. 


RUSSIANS 

The Russians are thoroughly >ublicizing their economic 
and cultural relations with Iran. The actual medical aid 
of the Russians is probably small but each item gives 
another chance to stress the good relations between the Red 
Army and the Iranian veople. 


There is little evidence of Russian plans for the 
future for areas they now occupy in Iran with the exception 
of the existence of an Anti-Fascist League in Azerbaijan. 


‘hey continue to nullify the effects of British publicity 
whenever possible as illustrated by their offer of 25,000 

hier of wheat to Iran and the British comments on this 

action. 
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AMERICANS 
The behavior of the soldiers in Tehran shows an 
improvement due to better volicing of the streets. 


Many noted American figures, military and civilian, 
have vassed through Tehran in recent weeks and in many cases 
the American command has held a reception to which many 
Russians, a few British and still fewer Iranians were invited. 
Aovarently the general staff does not go out of its way to 
promote friendly relations with the British and some of the latte 
latter are beginning to speak about the nossible existence 
of an anti-British attitude in the American command. 


Construction of the American camp some 2 miles northwest 
of Amirabad is somewhat behind schedule. The soldiers are 
already living there. About July lst the officers and all 
the headquerters offices now located in Tehran will be moved 
to that site. After this d-te it is planned to keep the 
soldiers out of Tehran vrover. 


The Iran-American Relations Society continues its 
efforts to accuaint the Americans with Iran by means of guided 
tours, lectures in English at Amirabad and Camp Attebury, 
at the railroad station, and by a garden party held at a 
typical Persian town house. 


TRENDS * 3 
No svecific or new trends have been noted in this month. 
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Mr. Ae Joseoh Maloof, Secretary 

MIDWEST FEDERATION OF AMERICAr SYRIAY 
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August 3, 1943 


‘MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL MAGRUDER: 


Z report for such interest as it may have that 
word ie around among one or moze of the important news- 


"paper aorrespondents in Washington that Colonel 


=, | Haveld Hoskins has been sent to Saudi Arabie to perevade 


“TbneSaud to come to some arrengenent. with the Zionists. 
Tt is said that this was ington Churehiil's ane and 
that it was gubsequentiy approved here. 
: word ‘4s elgo about in newspaper circles ‘that a 

joint British American declaration on Palestine Ampends. 
ZI am net sending this to anyone except you. i take 


| -. ita main interest to be the refleetion in the newspaper 


fraternity of facts whieh are probably apeeaey kaiown, to 
bela | 


nt es 
8leg “D.0,83 
DeWitt C. Poole 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


INTER OEE : 


CREAMER AMION n ere 


TO: . Mr. D. C. Poole. Sree pietcnsnaee io. Bos 
FROM: Carl W. Blegen : JAN 23 1943 


SUBJECT: 


i Ail | 
Mr. Aafif ear en gedeived his undergraduate training 


at the American University of Beirut and wko is now instructor 
in rural sociolog at as University of/Minnesota, has ex- 
% pressed, as viewed by a Maronite Christian and memben—efthe 
re rn” nebanese separatist Pree a artneg dic oy, eee Satisfaction felt 
awe * EN 
among Arab-Americans of different shades of political opinion 
with the recent developments in North Africa. General Giraud's 
cooperation with the American forces, on the one hand, has en- 
couraged the Maronite group/ because France has been their 
traditional protector against the non-Christian Arabs, and the 
participation of French officers is taken to symbolize the con- 
tinued interest and assistance of France. The Moslem Arabs, on 
the other hand, are heartened by the actual presence in Africa 
of powerful American armed forces. vespite the disillusionment 
of the last war and the refusal of the Crane rT eee answer 
their appeal shab—she United States be-their sponsor, ‘their faith 
in the non~imperialistic motives of America is strong. 
Some alarm isy haauves felt, spree the wide publicity re- 
cently given to the project for teenie an independent Jewish 


army. Nationalist Arabs fear that such an organization might 


ee 


not be disbanded at the end of the present war, but might be 
used to drive the Arabs from Palestine without further oe 
{@hen 4 | 

Very different from the foregoing is the view of ee Mation- 
alist Syrian Apaiis cake chieSeaiicca eeusade en 2te Sis cota ne 
the-newspaper ,Al-Bayan of Brooklyn —ta-the-secue-ob (3 anuary 12, 
decussecd Av ‘Cov iatly, 
1943 }the economie distress in North Africa ip tecussod_tn-etong 


editeriet whieh statUY/that the American occupation haa 5 i pro- (sony ee 
ob yoke ‘ 
duced no improvement in the situation. Al-Bavan eontinues—te~be- Ee 
_ Much_annoyed & # American correspondents! references to the 
French as area SR native North Africans with rights in the 
eo oh Mat Tass 
country, whtbefthe Arabs epenseiyer their sufferings, pecni tices 
and devoted service in the Allied cause, ane{rarely if ever. ‘nen- 
5 c\onge & thet 
tioned, e Teatnent of the North African situation as an 
Ameriecan-French affair hast caused widespread sawantasnt in Arab 
circles. To the Arab the French are almost as bad as the Nazis. 
ruler % Sowds Rrabiag 
The report that Ibn Saud, on his way back from Egypt stopped 
in Jerusalem for conversations with British and American repre- 
sentatives has been mentioned in the Arab-American press. While 
in Jerusalem the King is believed to have paid a visit to the 
tomb of the late King Husaya, his former adversary, whom he is said 


to have eulogized for his staunch defense of Palestine as an Arab 


land. Al-Bayan ea( January 9) printed a long article by al-—Shaykh 


Khalif al-Rawwaf, the only Saudi Arabian in the United States ; 
praising Ibn Saud for his statesmanship and his defense of Palestine 


oe, YO 
against Zionist ambitions |) Al-Hoda-of-Hew—Yorle- Aedes Sener SLU OE, 


Ganuazy ta)quoted 2 story from a philatelist paper that a stamp 


x oe 


to commemorate the union of Syria and the Lebanon would be issued 
early in April. Mournfully remarking that there is no smoke 


without fire, Al-Hoda hopegVthat the alleged union would be of 


economic rather than political character| &-Comment among Arabs 


in this country indicates their belief that the British with 

American support are making a determined effort to reach a real 

agreement with the Arabs whereby the Arabs would swing actively 

towardy, the Allies, achieve some form of federation for which they 

have been striving, and at the same time solve the Zionist problem 

by doing away with the idea of a Jewish state in Palestine in 

return for a larger immigration of Jews, divorced of all politics, 

to other Arab lands. The article by Judah L. Magnes in the current 

number of Foreign Affairs, and the statement of King Abdullah of 

Trans jordan in which he calls for an Arab federation and the end 

of the mandate system -- all approved by Britain -- point to the 

existence of a tacit agreement ae the moderates of both Sera 

and Jews on these details. Al-Ho 2, representing Lebanese separatte, 
anal on denoaay, 13,043 I (See ty} 

is not enthusiastic over these developments., It is thought not un- 

likely, however, that some kind of an assurance has been given the 


Lebanon guaranteeing its autonomy and safeguarding the religious 


freedom of its predominantly Christian (Maronite) population. 
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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES: memorandum to the 
Director of Strategie Services from the Foreign Nationalities Branch 
Humber Be22 Yoice VO Rebruary 2, 1943 


ARABIC AND ZIONIST VIEWS OF NORTH AFRICAN DEVELOPMENTS 


the American campaign in North Africa has aroused the enthusiasm 


of Christian Arabic-speaking peoples in the United States, while the 
mationalist pan-Arabic element tends to be hostile toward American 
collaboration with the French in the Near East. In both the Yiddishe 
and the Arable~language press, discussion of post-war Near Eastern 
federation plans (said to have Anglo-American backing) has been stim- 
ulated by reports of the recent activities of dmir Abdulleh of 

Trans jordan and Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia, 

A Maronite Christian and Lebanese separatist who was educated at 
American University in Beirut and is now teaching in the United States 
has expressed his belief that General Giraud's cooperation with the 
American forces has gleased the Christian Arabs, who consider France 
their traditional protector, and that the Moslem Arabs, distrustful 
of France, are nevertheless heartened by the actual presence of 
powerful American armed forces in Africa. 

The pan-Arab al~Bayan of Brooklyn (Jagquary 12, 1943), however, 
charges that the American ocoupation of North Africa has not alleviated 
economic distress in that area. Furthermore, al~Bayan objects to 
American correspondents’ references to the Freneh as native North 
Africans with rights in the country. The Arabs themselves, their 
sufferings, sacrifices and devoted service in the Allied cause, 
Si-Bayan argues, are seldom mentionsd. It asserts that the treatment 
of the North African situation as an American-Frenen affair hag 
caused widespread resentment in Arah elreles, to whem the Freneh 
are almost as bad as whe Nazis 

Meanwhils all Arabic groups continue to deplores the increased 
publicity recently given to the project for fc x en independant 


Jewish army. it is feared that such an erganization might not be 


fee wa foe 
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th: gag of ha presant wer, but would 
the Arabs ircm Yarestins 
The raport that en aad, ean-Arab Toedit and euler of Saudi 
Apabis went to Jeruszien for conversations vilin British and american 
representatives hax been featured in the Araole lLungrage press in the 
United States. While in Jervesalem, acacrdiny: t2 ese peports, Thun 
ge wigsit to the tot ef the late Kiag Ausayn, his former 
sloglzed for his steuneh defense of Palestine 
| Cgamaary 9, 1943) printed 2 Long article 
deseribad <8 the otty Saudi Arabian 
the United States, pr isirg Ibn Seud for als statesmanshir and 
for has dafense of Palestine against dilenist amoitians 
An interviaw waien the Mair Abdulla < of Trans jordan grax ted to 
a represenvative of the United Press has {neveases Zionist fears of 
a moyerent for ths post-var creation of an Arabie federation. The 


United Press repory Prom Jerusalem was given front-page space in tho 


p8e-Ziondst. Ray (New York, Jenuary 17) The socialist Forverd (New 


fork, Jamuary 15) pranted the story under a banner headline: "The 
iwabs in the Near Rast aro planning to establish their 2m state.” 
Sne Eudir Abdullah. it wes neported stated that conferences 
were being hela by Aveh leaders on the question of establishing a 
fuderation of aia the Ate councries Amuedaaiely after ine war. 
avcarding te the Zmwir. tefevs such a federation could be egteblished, 
tasre would have to be a satvlenent betveon Palestine, Transjordan, 
Syria ene one Letenon, ou the one sand, end Traq and Egyot er, the 
o nay Yhner. tha United Press corresponfieat averied the Enir on ths 
dmolisetions of gach a fecerntion for zionist plans, the Emir 
raolis" that thas wound od after the ion af the Arab 
federni lor faeocradre to tue Urdived fruss gispetes, tiie Brit ske~ 
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The Forward, commenting on this dispatch, stated thats 
reference to the Treaty of Versailles contained an echo of the Nazi 
and Fascist propagands which had been spread among the Arabs for many 
years. Actually, said the Forward. the Arabs lost nothing by the 
Versatiles Treaty, Until the first World War the several now inde- 
pendent Arab states were provinces of the Turkish Empire. The British 
(and the Versailles Treaty), said the Forward, wrested these provinces 
from Turkey and established several independent Arab states. Abdul- 
dah's remarks, concluded the Forward, boded ne good for the Jews. 

Comment among Arabs in the United States, it is reported, 
indicates their belief that the British, with American suppert, are 
making a determined effort to reach a real agreement with the Arabs, 
achieve some form of federation, solve the Zionist problem by doing 
away with the idea of a Jewish state in Palestine, and at the same © 
time make possible a larger immigration of Jews into other lends. 
Support for this progrua is seen in the fenud (Unity) party of 
Judah L, Megnes in Palestine, and in the position taken by ser 


Oppesition to these tentative proposals is expressed by al~Hoda. 


_Whieh represents the Maronite, Lebanese-separatist view: On 
January 12, 1943, al-Hoda quoted a story from a philatelist paper 
to the effect that a stenp to commemorate the union of Syria and 
Lebanon would be issued early in April. Mournfully remarking that 
there is no smoke without fire, al-Hoda hoped that tne projected 


union would be economic rather than political. 
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TRIBAL NEWS : 


Reports from the Kurdish north area 
reaching Erbil indicate that the serious 
food shortage saused by the Summ (7?) pest 
damage continues. Due to this and 
relaxation of police control in Persia, 
the Kurd is reverting to his old custom of 
Paiding, and many small marauding parties 
are operating continuously. Distribution 
of wheat in afflicted areas continues 
under the general supervision of local air 
liaison officers, but they are hampered dy 
shortage of transport and personnel. 
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AB a regait of ¢ our political contacts with the foretga 


eo nationality groups in the tnited States, eases of army morale 
- come to our attention from time to time. A recent talk. with 


Donald ‘Xoung leads me to believe that you would Wish te heave 
these referred to your office as a matter of. ‘anformations Sale 


‘Pease tet me know af you caré tq have this done and. initoste 


thie wanner of doing so which will cause the least encunt of 
inoonventonce, 

. & eee, Save (atonenthnih, "ho was untéd peosatly a ‘sans ster as - 
of state 4p ene Yugoslav = aaa residing an Rew | 
York ex: a goo? sziend of mine, nea bre-snt to ay attent ion th the 
Case of % ‘tai Larde, @ private in che United States: any who hee 
gaat baen dvafted inta the sustelan Unit, acacrding to intormas 
tion which Kosanovich supplies . 

Although Bora i Ges &S’ “zag Private Larte is @ | 
aitizen of Yugoslavia He ieesutly voluntesved in the Undited 


aaa : 
i a eed | | 


ae mand fer service tn a ski ee He was sent —— 


i aaTee by Tagostavs | 
“tt ie thes Axa Otto, which feeling tins been tz turn trans 
5 ferred im sone degree to the austrian Unit, Mr, Kosanovich 22% 
Si : ‘sonisthing aunnot be dene be resets Private Lariy from : 

op on , pomatdo ae | : 


Chk es Be Bre Nabi Amin Farts at ; PPinceton, who helps: 
* ae be cantagtag urines to our attention the case of soveral, 
an end Lebanese soldiers now stationed at Fort. Dixy. New 
UF AGGOREIN we a iether fro Faeaes vices men apparently 
deined ‘ap with the. Fighting French and were brought $e ‘the 
Bh. States for trainings They. reached Fort Dix after an 
a: or iene im the South where they were treated aa 
“Rogvens Ly of then wandered one day resentiy. to Brooklyn. 
. ae ‘stopped in a shop owned by a Syrien to whor they related 
thee story and begged for helps They later sent a Letter by 
Tana. ee: ‘this: game men whose name 4s moun to Faris but. he fevls 
he as not, at Liberty te reveal it at this points This man =. 
‘ tihxed the natter. over with various persons in the Syrian cd | 
catty inéluding the editor of the APabioelenguage newspaper, 
-. @bstioda, “who deahined, However, to use the story in his nowne | 
"paper ma of consideration for the Free French, 4 copy of the 
“et tor of complaint cane to Forls hands, ‘There is enclosed en 


eo 3 « 


“Mnghish tvunslation whieh Parts haa supplied. 

‘Farts centimess “The Free French have been enbarrassing 
| te our cause in Byxie amd the Lebanon in more ways than one. 

: thia Latest , i neddenty should st become known, will arouse great 


: : _Fesentnent among the Arable»~speaking comunity here, and centetnly : 


iy sonvereations with Dome a Young end also with Major 
Geetge eave: me with the impression that, as the Army Brows ever: 
a larga and so beeomes simply a replica of our gen omtation, SS 


ae “this Branch ond your office can be of. mutual as Pete 


SS 


aps ; you would ake ‘bo have your attics pleoed Qs sscribmttoa | 


ae tat for | the considerable =: saber of confidential . . Seeret 


oe ond a separa which we iasua ara « goad dnd of | 
zi cat patdonaltty groupe? 
yinul ‘Senenbrancesy I om 


‘Yours: as ‘over, 
‘Mitttatea = =D. CPI 
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» 


we are partisans of 
yrayetn ook che Detain, make 


Swe eee alwys tide agen ee ae ve the Lebenene. 
ang aa tin serpteeye eyez estar army) are. in's pitiful. conditions 


= tase 23 be koceable that De Gaulle and others of has: Ceench) 
po HOLS: re ae have the wmerite “- deem us detaseds be —— 
ely simp); besanse we are ‘Gyrlaney a8 


so wel 2 trent a with tneodt and eruett f, they consgaer ue beneath 
| Serb and. even ot Negroes. is the Fr. nuh a ary. ie: Bae aoe Danie Nate 
Y danzugg enth or Engligh, because we > do hot i iow ‘eit sah 


a -cxy ‘out ‘for Bedpens, ve pray tor helps: Re wien to. 
wiantose’ to The in. the Arab army o« to, be able to receive opders. 
dosed ancred Apel M Tmemnaee Be wish to. return te. our nomeiis Me a 


7336 
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(Bigned) 
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P=princeton, New een 


February lst, 1943 


Mr. DeWitt C. F 
Foreign Nation 
Office of Str 
Washington, 


My dear Poc 


I Lose here a !- oe 
Professor Nabih A. Faris ua enclosu.- whick +e 
sent to me signed * _ iumber ot Syrian Ar.bs wh. had 
Joined .u.. . .ne Fighting : ‘rencn and cre row in train- 
ing down var Camp Dix. Faris 's letter nc the enclo- 
sure pretty muc tell their ovn story. . c lled Faris 
on the telephone vesterday te alk with :im bout the 
treatment of whi: \ these Syri.rs complain, and he Zave 
me a fey addition | facts. 


These Syz:2ns come from the Carit:. n ares, 
and he tells me they volunteered with the Fi. sting French. 
They were sent to thi. country anc were firs. suarterad 
down in the south. They were grouped with co.cred troops, 
which they resented, and they were expected to obsevve all 
the Jim Crow rules. These restrictions have been el.minat-— 
ed by the transfer to their c * in New Jersey, I u ier- 
stand; but apparently these Syr. s still suffer frm what 
they call inhuman treatment at tue wands of their non-- 
commissioned officers and even cou:..:sioned officers. They 
do not speak French and cannot under si. do comands given to 
them in French, and for disobedience t. - have >een beaten 
and put in the guard-house. They claim .nat they are for- 
bidden to speak Arabic. 


It seems to me that our report tnmrou " Faris 
is pretty much one-sided, but if true it loons ,:' tty bad. 
I told Faris that this seemed to me a problem .71. . rmy 
morale, and that I thought it should be brought .» he atten- 
tion of General Fred Osborn. At any rate, I refei t.:> matter 
to you in the hope thzt you will make the proper mov. > have 


those in authority who are most concerned informed of the 
situation. 


Sincerely yeurs, 


B. D. Meritt 


1 AAT EVER EMER ORT RS MOEE . at A Ye 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOREIGN NANO WALI E. 
OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION BHANGH 
224 WEST 57TH STREET A A&-—\o2 
NEW YORK CITY 
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January 26, 1943 


i 
a 
i 


Professor Benjamin D. Merrit >| 
Associate Director os 
Foreign Nationalities Branch 

Office of Strategic Services 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Professor Merrit: 


A problem of primary importance has been brought 
to my attention. I take the liberty to submit it to 
your consideration. 


In the Fighting French army camp near Fort Dix 
are several Syrian and Lebanese soldiers. They have 
been in the French Army in the West Indies, and when 
the Free French gained control of that region, the 
men were brought to this country, ostensibly for 
further training. Instead they seem to have been 
subjected to infamy and cruel treatment, similar to 
that of a concentration camp. 


Two of them wandered one day te Brooklyn and 
stopped at a shop owned by a Syrian, to whom they 
related their story and begged for help. Later they 
addressed, by carrier, a letter to the same man. The 
merchant, whose name is known to me, but whose identity 
I am not at liberty to reveal, talked the matter over 
with the editor of al-Hoda, a Free French mercenary; 
also to the editor of the Meraat-ul-Gharb, and to a 
third person in one of the government offices in New 
York. These men did not know what to do about it, 
and the editor of al-Hoda refused to tell their story in 
his paper, out of consideration for the Free Frenche 
Then the story came to me by accident I took upon 
myself to get a copy of the letter whic.\ they addressed 


to the Syrian merchant (translation enclosed). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 
224 WEST 57TH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Qa 


The Free French have been an embarrassment 
to our cause in Syria and the Lebanon in more ways 
than one. This latest incident, should it become 
known, will arouse great resentment among the 
Arabic-speaking community here, and certainly 
abroad. More important is the fact that no 
nationals of two independent countries could 
be so held against their will, unless they were 
guilty of criminal or political offence. 


I shall refrain from any further steps 
in this case until I hear from you. If it is 
at all possible to help these men, I shall 
greatly appreciate it. 


Sincerely yours, 


( ’ a 2 7 Y, Ss oun (ee cof . 


Nabih A. Faris 
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CH ey 


On bebalf of the Lebanese and Syrians in the Fighting French 


TO Hrs eonsccecce 


ss ‘athe 
$ 4 rs . “REE IPSat Rea erect te SWB teeth ORAM en, 
. 


As you already know from our friends, we are partisans of 
De Geylie, because we believe that one day Syria and the Lebanon would 
become free, enjoying complete sovereignty. 


We are now, however, extremely disappointed. We the Lebanese 
and Syrians (in the Fighting French arzy) are in a pitiful condition. 


Could it be possible that De Gaulle and others of his (¥rench) 
fellowers should have the temerity to deem us debased, below the huzan 
level, sieply because we are Syriane?. 


They treat us with insult and cruelty; they consider us beneath 
the whites and even the negrecs in the French aray. They have gone as 
far as forbidding us to speak our own Arabic Language. We can speak no 
other language: French er English, because we do not knew either. 


Sirs We cry out for redress. We pray for help. We wish to 
Volunteer to fight in the Arab arny <- to be able to receive orders in our 
eacred Arad language. We wish to return to our homeland. 


(Signed) 
Abdo al-Ghalayini As'ad Asir Ibrahie Sata Ibrahin 5alin 


Ivrahin Yusuf Wanir Antar Diab Khalil ¢;.. Faia Abdallah 


Ham Bul Tiyas ta'qub Abdo aleSalim 
Sholom Habib Hanna Kakhkhu 


pom | 


ee 
Te 
Feb. 14, 19435. 
To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 
Subject: Syrian and Lebanese Volunteers in the Free French ag 


(as=Saveh, , New York, Feb. 8, 1943.] 


An unusual story of fifteen sunian and Lebanese vo- 
lunteers from the West Indies and South America, who had joined 
the Free French forces with the understanding that they would 
be sent to the Near East to fight, only to land after a long 
itenrary in Fort Dix (the Free French section) and be subjected 
to all sorts of mistreatment, is told on the pages of As-Sayeh. 
The Sayeh expresses the hope that the problem would be sdlved 


in a manner satisfactory to all, sc that French prestige, and 


in turn that of the United Nations, would not suffer among the 


Syrians and the Lebanese. 

{ This case was brought to my attention personally 
pefore it found its way to the press. At that time I coun- 
selled the editors to wait until they are certain that the 
stopy i§ true, and that the dissatisfaction of these men is 
not only the result of harsh military discipline. In fact 
I met eight of them in a Syrian shop in Brooklyn, and heard 
their grievance myself. On Jan. 26, I addressed a letter to 
a friend in Washington seeking advice. I believe the case 
is now being submitted to the right authorities. 

This all was before the case reached the press. Now 


we cannot overlook its political rep@rcussions. As-Sayeh is 


-2< 
read in South America, and in all likelihood the story would 
be relayed to Syria and to enemy circles. Something would 
have to be done. 


‘The grievance of these men centres around their 


mistreatment by their French officers and by the negro soldiery 


from Senegal and French Eqvftorial Africa. The two groups are 
herded together by the French and treated exceedingly harshly. 
They are forbidden to speak Arabic among themselves, though 

@ few know no other language. The French refer to them as 
‘Whites and Syrians", as though the Syrians were not white. 
They resent. this very much, and find nothing in common with 
the negroes from Senegal. Protests against this tpeatment 

has resulted in solitary confinement for at leat eight of them 
and in the shaving of their heads. 

One is amazed at the way the Free French are treating 
volunteers, This will not help matters in Syria or any where 
else. 

I am convinced that the matter is more than military 
aiscipline. French attitude towards the Syrians is not a 
healthy one. The most unfortunate thing about the whole 
matter is that it might injure the reputation of the United 


States where these Syrans "are left to the caprice of French 
officials". The phrase is one used by some of the Syrians who 


have heard of the case.] as 
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Wote on 


THs ARAB PROB),2 


Prepared at 


The Institute for Advanced Study 
Schoo] of Beonomics and Politics 
Princeton, New Jersey 


Augast r) 19h2 


WOTS OW THE ARAB P™USLEN 


From the Cavsague to tho Mile, ad the juncture ef the three continents 
of the Old Werld, extent vast stretebcs of eparcely cettied territory, aibrased 
at the manent by the pincers ef che Gorman aruies exte-aing aleng two fronte. 
Since the outcone ef the present struggle will 47;enf is large pars en the 
peseescion of thie Midfle Bast, the attites”: of ite pepalation, largely Arab 
ani Moslem, *akes oa eonsidersble impor+ase- The Middle Hast is principally 
the Sherz, menolng weast® ia arable; vat An epite ef unity of language esd 
eultaxe £6 poevesees the most complex and unstable of political aysteme- re 
4 cer purzese here to analyse the principal clesente which aske up that ayetas 


ani to point cut present tendeneies. 


Principal political organise. 
fhe Arad Bast is comprised ef three rzjor infepeadent states? (1) ho 


Saadieh, er the expire of Ten Seai which extends over the grester part ef 
Asabin, inclufing the ancient kiacions of Weij ani Hegast (2) Reypte which os 
a constitated ctate is by far the oldest and which, vy wireue ef its popelaticas 
eoenting sone 16 million ishoPitante, is the most impertants (3) irege & meitic 
mandate onanaipatd eines 2930, with Bagdad, case the city ef the enilier eo 
Ate capital. | 

Surrounding ‘wshteh, on the borders ef the Arebien peninwia, are 


armgerons quail Arub states more or lees subjcet to foreign ipfluenses, She nowt _ 
A4uportant ani west isiepentent of which is Yereae Borésely.g the Meat terrenetns: 
Detween Iraq anf Egypt, are the countries under mandaty in the north, rebanch ’ 
aui Syria, under *rensh maniate, reeentiy granted infepenfence a+ least on euperi. : 
in the gouth, Palestine and Transjordania. Syria figures ae the fourth state ia 


age 


the present dissuseient for Lebanon, largely Christian, can hardly be considored 


as drab, even though it might be governed temporarily by & prevAred minister. 
Im frangjoréania, the raler Hair Abéalish, of the emuo Mucseinite dynasty 49 | 
rules in Iraq, is quict en unaxvitious, and oan be counted upea Oo & leyal 
servant ef Britain. In Palestine, due to Jevish colentration, the ated tade 
asi rights ef a strong Jewiea “inerity (mubering more ehan 500,000 pereons) 


Ai- tysayns 
heve made the Arad probies especially agate. Under Mufti dni n~el-Rasseies 


Jeresalen became the center of paa~Arad and pan-Telemis activity agsinet Barepe 
== ef whieh first the Jewish immigrants, then the Britich officiale, were the 
eyebel. fs cveats shaped theaselves, the Huftic wae ferceé to reneve his 
commanding poet first to Lebanon, then ts Bagfad, and finally te Berline IB 
as mush ac he fe head of a powerful and much respecte’ faction snong the Araba, 


he eoustitetcs a fifth pewer to be considored. 


Dopire ef ibn Genie 

The etery ef Tea med tas been competently end enthusissticslly told 
by his faithful fellewor, friend and cowmeilier, Philby. Tne consluding pater 
graph im ene of bis mmmerous works (Arabia, Lonfion; 1950) eeuld hardly state 
mere @loasiy the ultimate sabitions of the gere*t conqueror and reformers a 
eny Aree ruler since the Préphet ever nerited the prow but simple title c? 
Galaf, Abdul Agia iba Abésl Yvan ftw Sand ie sasurefly auch an ont Yes he 
cevets not the title, these in sany respeets qualified to hold 4% with aie- 
 Bmetiomecse The Proz.sst's mantle may only be worn by him whe con defend end 
protest ghe Prov’ at's people the world overs and such a task is beyoné the 
modest caper ty of the Wahhabi King, whe ie content to be raler of the Arabs, 
_ keeper ¢ ¢ Ged's Rouse on earth 4a the holy city ef Mecos and defender of ¢he 
trey <aith in the lami ef ite birthe® 


a 

£¢ fe elear, from the allusions in this end many other pesongen, that 
Tom Saud dreams of the Caliphate (suppressed by the Turkish Republie tn 1928). 
Ho would even not refuse the title himself, but would prefer to have, before 
the effice, the power necessary to make himself imam to all Moslems act only 
oe their spiritual chic? tet ay their tenporel chief ant protector agatash the 
‘vafeithfiui. But cince this vact enpire from Java to Guinse, fren. Albania to 
| Helaguecer, geens tardly realisable in the ner future, Ibn Sauls realist ant ; 
werrier, vould content hinsd?f for the present with Faliag over the Arete exly. 
fhe tera “Arab" te vague ani elastic, a-piicadle as wall to the inhabitants ef 
Aria alone ag to all those speaking the Arab toagus | 

fime the Arabian peninsula constitutes for Ibn sxu4 merely a miniuse 
Program, an initial step. He hos alrevdy veakened Youen, hoe appropriated the 
vast and expty desert of Mb-eleRkal!, and observes not ‘without anxiety the 
increseing organisation wadicr British dominetion of the eultanates of central 
and eastern Arabia. .. distinguished Algerion, ofter paying hin a vicit is 1933 
em the Nesca Pil¢riange, returned convinced that Yin Saud vend noe tolerate for 
long the independense ef these many little Areb statest He vould unite Arabia, 
after Whichesesccrcetiod is Powerful declared the serien: 

However dllusive Yon Ssud's position may eéen tu anyone attempting 4 te | 


unleratand the problens involved in the unification of Arabia, it 49 clear that 


he considers the greater portion of Transjordantea as forming part of the penise 
eula, and Palestine and Iraq as Arab countries. In 1938 he protested the Anglo 
Ytaiian ngreenent for maintaining a status quo in the Medi terransane Philby, 

whe has frequently championed Arad rights in Palestine, has written the follewing 
characteristic Lines in his book on the gre-t Calif Rarun=aleRaghid: "Only the 
lemp remained < the olty of Maneur = to survigs inte cur own tins to renew 22 
the xth century the conflict between Iraq and Arabia for the hegemony of en 
Mapire in the making, - an Esplre emaller ani more Comp'et than tk + of the 


alga. 

erly Galixe, but an Mepire nenethelees, which nosis teday a0 less then it 
nesded then the unity of eirit which is the only sure foundation ef strengliie 
Bat history repeate (tself teday in the straegic of an Avebian dyrasty, self~ 
. Contained, aelf-guffictent and infependent with another based on the ‘prestige 
of descent croa the Prophet Almeslf by relying on the support of foreign advisers: ° 
ani foreign arag, Like the Abaseide of Siz old who lecked east for tp 12 gh . 
whick €mE now Gomes from the weet. The confliet begun by ALL is not yet over 
ant Avabia atili seeks her piece in the sun. The question left is saspense 
Wy Mohesae? reins unanewered. Mecca the capitel of Ieiaa, may yes beesne 
the eapital of the Arades And ‘the chief? efrice ef ins State is still ecan, 
detween a descendent of the Prophet anf the createst of the Arabs Bat it ie 
&e Glear now ae 16 wee thirteen eentaries ago that the sole hepe ef the Arabs 
lfos in thelr ability to unite. ¢ +--:_-srate and to be tsfersns 4.7 | 

This ples ‘. favor of — @nud recalig that *%: auarrel betraaa Seuiites 
ané Hasseinites ie acne ether then she rivalry betwees Necck an. Ragiad, betveen 
ths pure Koranic fatta. so vigorously and absolutely represented s> “rhabien, 
anf Sunnies which has evolved under forefen Lafluense. the greater independence 
ef Saudieh with eegpect to the Puropsan powers and in particular with reepest 
to Arast Britain ie unquestionable, hovever mach one may be surprised to cee 
&¢@ thus stated by a ‘eouncilier of the king who is not even of pure Ard Blood. 

A egret conqueror, an able diplcz:t, 2 vigorous reformer, in peesescion 
of Mecca, and ruling ever @ valiiant people ready to sacrifice themselves for 


his nnd for the Wahabi faith, ton Sud 4s unquestionably the most powerful Arad 
vuler im Asia, and tie most likely to donine te over the others. Rut he is 


growing old (he is alre dy 62); and there are many == preferring thelr present 
(already sillental) faith to yahebi puriteniam -- to vhom his fanaticien sakes 
no appesle Finally, he ie known to be completely mutceratic and. the rulers end 


se 
esa! tefe vho have tims far cscsped his authority beve no desire to fling 
theneely. - Ingo his ernss they much prefer foreign domination which perzite 
them their es and their thronese | 


Zeng, | 

frag was the first of the mandated states to obtain indepenionss in 

(\9) unter tho esepter of Sayer) ibn Macsein. This kingéon wes the era left, 

by «wy Of Gonselation, to the leader ef the Arab revolt after he had tesn | 

promised the Calipmate ly lagrence. During his lifetine Fayual, by hie persencl 

prestige and hig infimence in London, might well appear es a rival of Thm Bink. 7 

Dut today, his grandsons the ceven your old king Fu}enl If» counts notatall — 

im theTwiance. ‘The controlling fentel aristesracy, hovever, 1¢ cager to malie 

tain the inlepenisnce of the state {2 erier to protest ite om powers It has 

me €:-stos a sea Ton Gau4 vcle. te‘ 5 {5 not opposed to oxteniing its om 

“afluenee ani pewere Bagdad is one -* the chic? =2rve centers oi eles aed, 

the Arad wrid. Since the death of Yale At hee been officially the sain 7 

base for pan~Aveb agitation in Levent ami espasially in Palestine. — | 
Since 1936 the Iraq goverment bns lacred stabilitrs governnent hag 

guocesded governments placed in office through tribel revolte or military | 

coups d*etat. Seach base eows inte pt ver oa & program ef defending Arab iaterestes. 

ami esoh has been fimily everthrovn ux chargos of having betrayed theme 20 lag 

apparently been faposeible, then, for aay goverment to feliew a pro pastaved oe 

policy «= a si tration which ocnseale many intezsactional rivalries fron vatelh : 

foreign intrigue is not absent. . 
Cetober 1936 to Auguet 1937 mac mart. ny &@ period of stability unter 

the military dietatorehtp of Generel Bekir Sidki Pasha, Hig videspresd 

Giplomtio astivity culminated im the Pact of Saatstad, eigned at Teheran on 

duly 8 1937, between Iraq, Tran, Parkey and Afebe 4 tome Trag os withdvew — 


. of 
from pan-Avabien, escaping from discreet Ynglich tutelage, to draw closer te 
the independent Moslem states. Moreover, Bekkir Sidki married a young Geman 
girl, & student at the Geman Arch*eological Miesion in Bagdad. On the point 
of leaving for Ankara, om August ll, 1937, he wes aSseascinated by a nexber ef 
| hia own guard; andi a pan-drab refuges in Damascag, Jenil Madfah, was recalled 
to form the new government. The feudal arietocracys returning te power, pinned 
the blame for Bekir Sidki's murder, ae it had done for the mystericus death ef 
Faygal, on Tagland. At the death of young king Ghaei, in an autcmebile accident 
in April 1937, the Mossoul mobe stormed the British consulate and killed the 
Consul, Monk Masons | . 
The desth of Bekir Sidki, however, did not affect the Pact of Saadabads 
‘Iraq. On & atate of anarchy because ite foundations rest oa no constituted 
nationality, eave the vagus term Areb, ie gripped betwoen two large Meskan 
states, Iran end Turkey, both of vhich have Begone strong through the efforts 
of wigorcae reformers. I¢ must reckon with doth ef then — for Turkey can find 
‘rece for protest in the Zunl qerille, and. Teheran fs the political eapital of 
Orthodor Shiiem, the religion professed ty the majority of the pecple of Irage 
ta thie latter problems of religion lies one of Ivaq's most sexvicus weekeacsses:? 
the whole pan-Arab movement waa instigated and fostered by orthodox Sunni, the 
nest ancient and bitter enemies of the Shiahs, vnc make up 55% of the population. . 
Shey refused te coll borate with Maysal and have never ceased to lock tovard 
fran where Shiiem is the official religtone . 
Mence Ireq is in dancer of figuring as little more than a victim of 
prey in the Middle Fast dismte. It could hardly take the Lead in any wide= 


spread politic’l movement: ite last attemp%, when Reehid Ali declared war on 


‘England and called Germany to its ald, enfed in failure, after which it sank 
back into a state of passive expectancy. The present head of the government, 


-— : ; 
Noury Pasha © Said, is reyutedly # faithful frient of England, tut this has | 
not prevented him fron particpating in a variety of governments and from beviag 
hed associ’ tone with Raghid All, Bekir Sidki and the Mufti of Jerusalem 


¥gypte 
The kinglom of Zeypt, quite the opposite of Iraq, is a strong, well 


organized powers It ie the richest, the anst thickly populated, -$he most advensnd 
econonically _ intellestually of any of the etates here unier eonsidemtion, 


Its king, — young ani ambitious, is not averse to enlarging hie ‘domainat - 


he has indeed the fim intention ef doing eo and avelte only the Sypertunity. S 
He 1fctens with respect ani reverence to advice from 1 Asghar University whieh - 
in Cairo is the center of pan-Arabion ae well as of peneTelwmisns Mrouk’s . 
father, king Fuad, sade no secret of hie hope that Ngypt would one day dominate 
all east Africa. Farouk, on his part, has hig aye on the falipinte, aad at 
the same time on hie inheritance as descendant of the Pharcahss remeabering, . 
too, that in some twenty yotrs, a¢ the expiration of the concessions the ultinate. 
disposition of the Sues Canal will rest with hime He is tacked by the Young. | 
Reypt Movement withia the country, and by the ulema Movement on the cuteides 

The Yo: ung "gypt Mevement envisages for Zeypt a driliied future, worthy 
of ite parte It hae obtained reforms which have modernived the economy ani the 
custous of the country. It wants to take the 1e"a in the pan=~glemic movement: 
To this movemerth of intellectual and political enancipation de assoelateda a 
religious one of purification of the faith. Here is apparent the influence 
of the Culemas, who, grouped around Achar University, seek to recall Telex 
to ite primitive eimplicty 6ni purety, The Oulemas are aémirere of VYahabi ant 
in 1937, after an absence of twelve years, *cypt once more took ite place officially 
in the pilerimaze to Macca. But one may presume that Wahadiem is not the only 


; =§= 

form of religious reform recognised by the Oulemag, and thot to Yer Saud they 
would prefer their own deoiie pupii, Farouke The Oulemag, furthermore, feel 
7 thensolves responsible fer the whole Moslem worlé and their horiecone are 
| ‘not limited to the Arab countries alone. Asong the speskers at the Congress) 
vhioh convened in Caire in Ostober of 1938, to examine the Palestize problem, 
were delegates from Horcose, Jigoslavia, India and China! 

oda the war Ine been Brought to the ente of Cairo and Alexandrite 
‘but Egypt preserves ite neutrality. In Paris in 1939 sever ¥rench «authorities, 


 Anolwiing Georges Nantel, then Colonial Hinister, and General, Catroux, had 


cocasion to warn fugland thre she was placing falee hope on the willingness 
ef Teypt to cend an army against an eventual Italian invasion. fo the battles 
on the Libyan desert the Feyptian earny — an interested bat intetive 

+ 


; te ee epsetator. ft must be remem> ered thnt/Reyptian renaissance wee dirested — 


; againe’s Buropes Le@e primrily againet Ingiand, that the firet object of 
the paneZelanion of M1 Asher is to expel the Britich Mepire fron the Middle 
Baste fo they prefer then the domin tien ef the Axis povers? Weither Gemany 
nor Etaly » have ever governed Ngypt and hence have given uo grounte for reproach. 
Om the ether bani, every weakening of British power increases the chances 
_ for the reali tion of Egyptian hopee. 
| | - | 

Sten elementos 

We ahall net review here the case of Syria and Lebanon, analyced in 
éetail in a preceding nexorandum. foday, umier English pressure and against 
the will of Genral Gatroux, Delegate General ef the Mghting French, prosinent 
champions of the paneAmb movencn.: ae in pover in haaccus -- frequently termed 
the peychological eapitel of Arabia. Witi uc> independence preciaineds to beccne 
effective at the end of the wary Spria awaits oni; © favormble enan oe to aseuxo 


her role of leadership. Bat xe ve have alrendy pointed cut, Dasaseue ie earrounied 


=> 
by minerities hoetile to the pasageans and to pannArabise- qhese minoritics 
would have to be erashed by force peforeany aetion could Be takeno Farthsreeres 
the Syrian Hationalist Movement: Lacks a lender! ate motivating forse emo from 
without, from Bagiad, or fram eairo. Tair Arelen or the Hafti of gorusalen, 
who could teke over hte directi one tee? officially in the service of cermiaye 

| In Tranefordania, ‘Bair Avey les the youngest brother of Fsyeal, shows 
no desire to Become involved {in say pelities! movenent. He is quite entiafios 
with hie throne in tranejordsnite unter an Teliah mandate which protests 
his acaines possible invasion by ten Seule Gush, 1% ie truss 4e not the aseivuce 
of his eldect econ minat, who hae slreacy tvics attanrted the aseacsimetion of 
hie father in order to become the head ef tho Hucacinite dynasty ani return 4 
te nore ective polities. | 

fhe Mufti of Sevamien, Awin el Hosseini, would of course ve a vOrTy 

| ifkely candidate for eho leadership of the panwArad Movenent, wi thiz which he - 
enfoye considerable popularity. After having established working bases Sn | 
Palestine, Tranajoriania, Lebaneas Syria and Iraq be aeperted for Berlin to 
sake aver the direction of prewGemmen propaganca dn the eaat. “0 Matt is 
a realiste his acticn is to ve explained by ghe fact that he Delieves in & | 
Gervan victory and thet, further he has no faith in the Englich promisste. 


It would be ne cacy tack to bring organisation to. the complex Arab words : 
Fo eive 4% one he 4 while 4t ‘still hes sany weuld be to throw into opposition . 
«ths follevers of all the other chiefes che organisation ef the Arab popalations 
de dDaced on conflicting interests which block all politionl wnitys in exch oruntry 
_@ few large cities, Lavine by commerce and having horisons etretchine ever at | 


least half a continaat, form centers of widespread pati tteal aativity: Ail arenat 
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are the raral population: fellahin bent over the soll, interested hazed in the 
neighboring field, in the yearly rentale due the efendi, and in ates - fren 
vain or irrigation = to seeure the hervast. Finally, nomeds wander practically 
everywhere intent only on playing as large a part as possible an the affaires 
of the nearby city with a view to personal gain. ‘he large cities, where se 


many religions heve come inte deizg, now foster nationalist movements. 


“This conflict vetwees ways of Life has ite repercuesion on political 
Wifes all initiative originates in the cities tut does not always penctrate 
the rural districte. ‘The fighting bedouin, thirsting fer piliege, allies 
“himself willingly to ang osuse which promises to be fruitfal. Bat the rural 
Populations desire only peace and the alleviation of crushing fiscal taxes. 
| Ta the internatnel field, the Wahab’ bedouin has no use for the rural 
. and working classes of Syria or Teypte while the Egyptian elite <= cultivated 
‘ and refined o how contempt for the ignorant ani brutel governments, of feudal 


“apf Bedouin origin, of Arabia er freq. 


The most serious echieus exist in the sphere of religion. The cepegpt 


on of @ nation is new to the Mest: 1¢ was imported fren the West and hag nevor been — 
i folly uaderstcod. In this part of the world the essential bond of a conarunt. ty, 


Gepecially in political matters, has always been ene of religion and Laithe 

. She attempts since 1920 to apply the nationszlistis principle have reenlted in 
aech eect taking on the aspect of @ nation. Fut as a sect is always disperaed, 
de attached alnost never to any well defined territory, artificial atates had 

te be created with limits determined only by police forces and with profeund, 
internal Atvistone. Wahabi Sauiieh is a true state ia the vestern sense only | 
vecause it hes achieved religious unity, for ther eny deviation teom/ pase Wahab’ 
faith de considered heresy ani punishable by death. 


“1947 

fo iupece on large masess of sotentary people a religion for witch 
they have no desire is not eneye Not a1) Arabs are as onnvinced as Phithy wat 
their only ealvation ‘fee in the purifiostion and taifiention of the Pa8 this - 
Yurthermore, & union into one empire or state ie certainly not ookea on wee 
favor by the powsrs ia control in the many separate atates: a single orermint 
would gxeetly reduse their own chances for playing an daportant role. or tor’. 
exerting their influence. Fandamentally, the Arab notable, once an povers ; 
to become consere: tive as a protective meacure against the slvaye mUNPTOUs 
acpirants to meceod hin. | | | ; 

The Teyptians perhaps alone siaserely vant a unified tate, for P say 
are only to well convince! of their ovn intellestunl saperierity over the 
other Amd peoples to. doubt for a moment that in such a state thay vould contsel 
all the important positions. Henge unification along poli tieal lanes ia testi 
Ceiveble. Even if 4t were to be chaped along Arab racial, Linee, tent ie oti ten 
Sunnis At would armedintely stir up revolt among nowArab (rante, Driaens, 
Yezidis, etc.) and non-Mosles (Jevish, Chrisifan especially in Palestine oe 
Syvia-Lebancn) minoriti ons It 4s not evan certain that the ghiahn of Iraq . 
would not denand to be united with Tran, and that Turkey would not olain seme. 
an? perhaps Koesoule Vienot's attempt at ore’ ting a large Arab Syria had 


only one definitive remult: the annexation by Turkey of the sanjak of Alevandyet } 


Attitule of Arnab peyuls tions 4n Prasent conflict. 


‘Since W9LO the attiende of ali netive elesents Stone the Arabs hag 


been definitely anté=Briticshs ac proof, witness chiefly: the revolt of Irags 

the Loy" Lty of Syria to the Vichy regifie, the neutrality of "aypt and Ybn Sends 
the fight to Berlin of the mfti of Jazusalem. Firat Italfan, ang cubsequently | 
Carman, propaginia have worked wonders in the Oriente Since 1925 they have vasa 


allie 


curried om with ereater $993 and more ably than British propaganda. Money 


has ‘flowed freely, almost every nationalist org ni gation being eudsidicged fa 
eome way by the Axie. Hitler ar’ Goebbels have exploited wi th aki? the belief, mn 
na  etreng for centuries throughout the Mediterranean aren, thet the twentieth 

| contary atter Chrtet would aee the coming of a new order, of a ) Rev ore in the. 
hhetory ‘ef the worlds ad! teenie a ie 

ol aga Rot taka mush to convince the Arabs that this nev order would 
not te lene in comings and that cies d and Italy, because the atrongest, could 
iupose ‘ae after their ovn faghions ‘Thar thie Hitler appeered ae 8 new prophet a 
whee ‘mone other things, would Liberate the Arsbe, Orientals do not like to 
ve on. the losing side and were, and ere now more than ever, posed, te giving 
aia. to the weaks bees to Mngland. What 1s mores why should they haip then the 
¥aglich already. have promised = everything they wants vomplete liberty, a 
erent Arab Yederations the Caliphate? All thie the Relish hive promised ter ne 

«the acnen’ they are victorious, asking nothing in retura from the Arabe other 
than thas they remain quiet. And they will rio dowbt reeain qaist ae long ag 
Sngland ie strongs but at the first sien of weaknees they will turn againet her | 
ard help Germany. Hitlers on the other hand, hea made no such positive promicos 
ac Mr. Bien, and to receive his favors it is clear that he amet receive help 
in eniiaing his Victory. The Arabe are well verard in barter, They — that. 
the English, teas are not accustoned te giving way in matters of bargnining eo 
_ that the Britieh promises, asking nothing in returns seem to them « alen of 
weeknese and henoe of no interest, since to keop then raquirde strength. : 

There is nothing new of cou-se in promising the Caliphate: Lawrence ust 
alredy done fo to Yaysal, vho got only Iraq. Parthermore, it hae been promised 
doth te Marouk and to Ibn Snud; thie mkes one too many Califs == so obviously 
. both promises ernnot be kept. So the British promises are a% ence outvorm and 
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oe EuBerour, ani above all they have the disadvantage of Being elready madiet 
Tugland cen go me further in faver ef the Areb oause. Nenco there ie nothing 


more to be expested and oo ao need to come te her aid. With Germany, om tho 
other hands favor bas yet to be vores 

Do the Arabs believe thet dosina tion by Gerneny would be better than 
dcemination by England? As we have already pointed out in the ance of the 
Reyptians, having nd as yet no experiehte they hove as yet ne fenlt to finfs 
Ve have seen the reversal of epinicn viich tamed a Geranephile Anglephsde— 
BrifGitsy im Kay 1940 into @ Germensphede Angiophile Brittaiay in Catsber 1940. 
fhe Arade toe, Anglephove today, would wp couds become Gormancehsbe efter sone 
years ef Gorman Gomization, but such & traghfermation cannot be effested wiile 
the Englich renain on the epote 

What, then, can ‘e done to ebtain the nere astive weyyert of the yoyo 
tions sf the Middle Yast? In the first plieees a esapiy ef forse <= tere se 
nothing which Orientals, rareiy eourageons thenzelvese respect meres 

Second: uake it clear bed all competent authori ties as well as te She. 
people themeelves tt She Arabs bave nothing to be gaiaed from the Waited gations 
4f they do not exert themcelves to win their share. Spoile divided on the baste 
of services renfered is a highly respected principle among the Arabdes tesh a 
attitude would make it clear thi} the Allies ere no lenger f}fghtened by the 
Arabe3 thet, moreover, 46 no longer reste upon the United Bations te cook he 
good will ef tho Arads but upon the Arabs to seek the favor ef the Allica. 
Recent declam tions by the Secretary of State om the fate of nextrals enn weit 
onere Aah bee a0e ae @ Cenee ta be vate | | 

Finallye by stirring up imméatate competition, advances to the ncenirih 
minorities (the Lebanese, the Kurde, the Jews) would maize the Avabds realixe nts 
af need be, the eefvices ef their neighbors <- precisely those whe cause then 


. 


anxiety — can ve used against them. Fothing would carry mere weight in winning \ 


(them to the Allfed cause. It would be essential of course to replase aeoeptesces 


of declarations on paper by denanie for action. Such a coursed, it te tras 
would be very different from thet thus far pureueds but it ie, in our epinien, 


. the. only course which stands any chance ef altering the situaticns 
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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES 
MEMORANDUM BY THE FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
TO THE DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


INumber {18 April 9, 1943 


ARAB-AMERICAN POLITICAL REFLECTIONS 


Political discussion engaging the attention of the Arabic- 
| language community of the United States during the past two months, 
| although revealing almost complete unanimity on a few questions 
1 such as opposition to Zionism and to the project for the formation 
of a Jewish army, has again demonstrated the underlying political 
} and religious divisions which split this group into factions. 


Numbering some 160,000, the Arabic-language community in the 
United States comprises mainly Arabs of Lebanese and Syrian origin 
along with much less numerous elements from Palestine and Transjordan, 

| and very small contingents from Iraq, Egypt, and North Africa. Al- 

| though rather widely cispersed throughout the United States from the 
East Coast to the West, they have tended to congregate in certain 

| large centers: Boston, Lawrence, Fall River, and Worcester in Massa~ 
chusetts; New York City? Detrott$ Cleveland, Akron, Canton, and 

| Toledo in Ohio; Jacksonville, Florida; Houston, Texas; and Los 
| Angeles. The Lebanese and Syrians are for the most part Christians, 
the former generally adhering to the Maronite, the latter princi- 
pally to the Syrian Orthodox, Church. (The Maronites are a distinct 
denomination with their own liturgy but they are in communion with 
the Roman Catholic Church.) There are also some Moslem Arabs in 

the United States, and likewise a few representatives of the mystical 
Druse sect. Tie following survey touches on the principal subjects 
of recent political controversy among these elements. 


North Africa Arab-American opinion has been enthusiastic over 
the liberation of Tripoli from the Italian yoke 

and from Fascist misrule, but fears have been expressed concerning 

American policy in North Africa. Al- -Bayan, Syrian Druse newspaper 


of Brooklyn which is Pan-Arabiec in or orientation, has been exercised 
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ae SMUT ale. th 
Rerskdrtjaeblen @iceria and Morocco, ceeulag (January 30, 


March 9) that the sacrifices made by the Arabs, the losses they 
have incurred, ard the indirect as well as the active help they 
have given on a generous scale to the allied cause have been vir- 
tually ignored in almost all official and unofficial reports from 
the North African front. 


Commenting on this subject, a well-informed nationalistic 
Arab-American states: 


"Arab opinion in this country and abroad is resentful of 

the way the North African situation its treated as a purely 
Franco-American affair, with the native Arab population all 
but ignored. Arabs regard Nor*4 Africa as an Arab land and 
the French as usurpers, and they look forward to the time 
when they may be rid not only of the Nazi-Fascist threat but 
also of the French and Spanish. The belief that the United 
States has guaranteed the restoration of the French Empire 
does not appeal to the Arabs in North Africa; to them it 
means the continuation of an abhorrent status quo. North 
African Arab nationalism has its aspirations. How will these 
aspirations be treated by the United States, especially when 
they conflict with the policy of our French allies?" 


Turkey Arabs have always been suspicious and alarmed 

over rumors of secret treaties negotiated by 
their neighbors. This attitude is reflected in Arab-American com- 
» Ment on the meeting of Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Presi- 
dent Ismet Inonu of Turkey at Adana. The progressive swing of 
Turkey toward the side of the United Nations is noted, and the 
importance of such a development is recognized; but an underlying 
fear that a deal has been arrenged is the cause of some concern to 
the nationalist as?Sdneer of Brooklyn (February 4), which hints 
that it would like to know, but does not openly ask, at whose ex~ 
pense the alleged understanding has been reached. Comment on the 
article, obtained from a well-qualified Arab-American source, 
points out that France made a "deal" with Turkey (confirmed by a 
treaty of June 23, 1939) for the cession of Alexandretta and that 
as head of the Turkish state Mustapha Kemel Ataturk before his 
death expressed a desire to regain Damascus. Thus it is not 
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unnatural, this source points out, for the Arabs to be somewhat 
alarmed over a possible fdurbten danger to northern Syria. 


LY] 


; ban habieee the. sauiaeien to anhaave some sort of arabic . 
unity in Africa and the Near East after the war 
is @ constant subject of discussion and of disagreement, among Arab- 
Americans. Ardent supporters of Pan-Arabism advocate an economic 
union of all the Arab states and the political union of Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Palestine, .and Transjordan. They generally exclude Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt because they believe that the first still lags far 
behind culturally and the second wants to remain a separate nation, 
unless it can be assured hegemony over the proposed union. Unionist 


views are strongly presented by al-Bayan whenever an occasion offers; 
and essentially the seme attitude is held by the non-separatist 
Lebanese Woe ah—of New York. It was al-Islahkh which recently (Janu- 
ary 29 and February 5) called for a revival of the Arab National 
League, the organization voluntarily disbanded in May 1941. 


Lebanese The separatists are the Lebanese Maronites who 
Separatists ' feel conscious of themselves as a national entity 

and wish to have an independent republic of their 
own. Their orgen is the daily al- Hoda of New York which takes advan- 
tage of every opportunity to urge its point of view, often in a 
challenging and far from conciliatory manner. St. Patrick's Day, for 
example, was taken by al-Hoda (March 17, 19) as an opportunity to 
compare the Saint of Ireland with St. Maron of Lebanon, and to speak 
of the Irish and the Maronite nations.» Concerning ol~Hoda, an in- 
formed Syrian-American of nationalist sympathies makes the following 
comment: 


"Unwittingly al-Hode offers the best and only explanation for 
Lebanese separatism when it speaks of the Maronite nation. 

Fear of religious persecution is the basis of Lebanese sepa- 
ratism. This fear has been fostered by French interests and 
transformed thereby into a fanaticism. Its influence upon the 
Arab speaking community here is adverse. Proponents of Lebanese 
separatism fear Arab movements, and Arab movements regard Leban- 
ese separatism as a tool in the hands of French imperialism. 
Consequently the Arab-speaking community here is hopelessly 


divided, and the divisive elements echo in every aspect of the 
community's life." 
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An instance of this division may be seen in 6 minor dispute 


which broke out recently_in connection with the Red Cross campaign. 
The Greek Orthodox Heraat=ul-Gharb, which generally follows a middle- 
of-the-road policy, in its issue of February 19 dealt approvingly 
with the effort of the Syrian-American community to raise a substan- 
tial fund for the American Red Cross. The project was to be a common 
effort of the community and thus promote unity. Archbishop Anthony 
Bashir, head of" the Syrian Orthodox Church in America, called on his 
flock to respond generously and to make contributions in the names 

of the individual churches, The separatist al-Hoda (March 6) took 
exception to this and insisted that contributions should be offered 
in the names of their donors, Lebanese if they were Lebanese, Syrians 
if they were Syrians, etc. Thus a political and divisive note was 
inter jected into what might otherwise have been a peaceful united 
movement. 


The Fight- ' The same disagreement appeared in connection 
tng French with an episode involving the alleged mistreatment 
of fifteen Syrian and Lebanese volunteers from the 
West Indies who had been enrolled in the Fighting French Army for 
combat in the Near East, but who ultimately found themselves at Fort 
Dix. The story, with many circum tential details, was first pub- 
lished in the Syrian Orthodox as-Sayeh, & non-political journal of 
New York (February 8), when action to correct the situation of the 
men had already been initiated. Subsequently al-Hoda took the mat— 
ter up (February 25), stated that its editor had visited the camp 
and found the soldiers happy and contented, and charged as-Sayeh 
with making an unwarranted attack on the Fighting French. Two days 
later as-Sameer, Syrian Orthodox newspaper of Brooklyn, reported 
that the fifteen volunteers had been set free and demobilized. The 
editor took occasion, however, to direct sharp criticism at the 
French for their arrogant attitude towards Syrians and Lebanese, 
remarking: "This is not the first time the French have mistreated 
Syrian and Lebanese volunteers, since they did the same during the 
last war." In its issue of March 4 as-—Sayeh replied to the attack 
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of al-Hoda, asserting that its »-riginal statement was moderate in 
in tone, and making a counter charge which accused al-Hoda of 
placing the interest of France above that of its own people. 


An Arab-American of moderate nationalist sentiments appraises 
the situation as follows: 


"The argument is still raging. It is an indication of 
seething distrust against France, a protest against French 
policy in Syria and the Lebanon, and an open declaration 
that Syrian and Lebanese 'patriots' want naught of France. 


"Hitherto two Arabic papers (as-Sayeh and as-Sameer) have 
expressed themselves openly against French relations with 
Syrians and Lebanese,and only one, al-Hoda, defended the 
French, There is no telling when this incident will be 
Closed. It has done more to alienate Syrian and Lebanese 
opinion from France than anything else in recent months. 
Syrians in particular have been skeptical about French 
good faith. Now they have no doubts about French bad faith. 
To their long list of grievances they have now added 
another, and it is seized upon £9 air Syrian and Lebanese 
sentiment against France." 


Another factor disturbing Arab-French relations is the diffi- 
cult economic situation now prevailing in Syria and the Lebanon. 
Money is plentiful, but prices are high, food and other materials 
of prime necessity are scarce, shortages of supplies in the open 
markets are constantly noted, while black markets flourish. Al- 
Hoda (February 4, 18) has called attention to this problem, and 
there is talk of organizing a committee to raise funds for relief, 
but disagreement as to the method to be followed has arisen. 

Some Arab-Americans believe that only organized relief, along the 
lines of the Near East Relief after the last war, can be effective, 
while others insist that individual relief will be adequate, each 
person here helping his relatives abroad. The advocates of indi- 
vidual relief are mainly the pro-French Lebanese Maronites with 
separatist leanings, while those favoring an organ‘zed effort, 
believed to be the majority of the community, are the Arab 
nationalists, Greek Orthodox Syrians for the most part, who hold 
the French authorities responsible for the present inflation in 
the Near East. 
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Reports of distress and famine in thé Hejaz, the cradle of 
Islam, have now aroused the interest and sympathy also of the 
Moslem community, as evidenced in the March 13 and 18 issues of 
al~Bayan. This paper has named a committee to raise funds, with 
the publisher of al~Bayan as its treasurer. 


Commenting on this news an Arab-American of moderate national- 
ist views says: 


"The activities of this committee will probably g0 beyond 
philanthropy. It aims at welding Arab opinion more closely 
together, in order to face the post-war problems that are 
destined to confront the Near East. Frankly the committee 
hopes to awaken Arab opinion here to the spiritual importance 
of the Hejaz.not only in the Moslem world but..also in the 
Arab world. For inspiration Arab nationalism and Pan- 
Arabism always turn their nee to the cradle. of Islam, the 
Hejaz." 
Anti-Zionism | One great problem on which almost all Arab- 
Americans without SXEODEEOR see eye to eye 
and toward which they are able to present @ solid united front 
is.the problem of Zionism. As explained by an Arab-American 
commentator, the hostility of the dissolved Arab National League 
to the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine was repre~ 
sentative of the position of an overwhelming majority of the 


Arabs in the United States. ; 
"The Arab National League," our commentator continues, “was 
‘slisbanded by the action of its own standing committee in 
May 1941, six months before Pearl Harbor. The action was 
taken and the State Department was informed that the step 
was taken in order to avoid embarrassing Great Britain in 
its great struggle for the survival of free institutions. 
Many among the Arabs had hoped to set an example for the 
Zionists. But with continued and increased Zionist, 
agitation, the feeling spread that some thing had to be done 
to inform American public opinion. Iraq's entry into the 
war on the side of the United Nations removed the fear 
felt by Arab leadership here of being misunderstood or 
deliberately misrepresented and accused of pro-Axis 
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activity. The crux of the matter is that Arab opinion here 
and abroad is uneasy about. the effect of Zionist agitation. 
Furthermore, Zionism is an issue on which all Arab factions 
agree -- all being hostile. Arab opinion expects the liqui- 
dation of pelitical Zionism,and would insist upon Trag's 
offices in this matter. No settlement which would countenance 
political Zionism in Palestine has any chance of being 
accepted by the Arabs." 


Expressing a growing feeling of alarm in the face of system- 
atic widespread Zionist propaganda, al-Islah, Lebanese but non- 
separatist, called (January 29) for a revival of the Arab National | 

league. The call was repeated in the issues of February 5 and 16, 
with an urgent appeal to the Arabic-speaking community in the United 
States to organize in order to counteract Zionist propaganda. The 
arrival in this country of Moses Shertok, Zionist leader in Palestine, 
and his published statement that Palestine should house two million 
more Jews evoked on February 26, a sharp, sarcastic editorial in 
the normally moderate Meraat-ul~Gharb, which had already issued on 
February 24, under the caption "Wake Up Ye Arabs," an appeal to 
Arab-Americans for union and organization to combat Zionist aims. 
The support given to Zionism by members of Congress and United 
States Government officials has contributed to an increase of 
Arab alarm and anxiety both in this country and abroad. Axis 
propaganda has lost no time in spreading the news to the Arab 
world in the Middle East that the adherence of American officials 
to the, Zionist cause meant official support of Zionism by the 
United States Government. The fervently nationalistic al-—Bayan 
entered the arena on February 25 with a vigorous denunciation of 
foreign rule, mandates, and all forms of imperialism, and an 
urgent exhortation for closer cooperation among the Arabs in the 
post-war period. This appeal was directed to the Arabs them- 
selves to work out their own Salvation; reference to the Atlantic 
Charter was conspicuously absent. 


Anticipating the Zionist mass meeting in New York City on 
March 10, al-Bayan continued its crusade on March 5 with a 
vigorous condemnation of Zionism and Zionist aspirations in 
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Palestine, urging all the Arabs in this country to organize and to 
send telegrams of protest against Zionism to the authorities in 
Washington. 


Advertisements appearing in the metropolitan newspapers on 
behalf of Zionism and the Jewish army incited the literary as-Sayeh, 
to take up the fight for Arab rights. A strongly worded article in 
the March 8 issue argued that Zionist claims were irreconcilable 
with the principles for which the United Nations were fighting this 
war, since they clearly violated the rights of seif-determination 
and constituted a direct aggression against the native population 
of Palestine. On March 15, as-Sayeh asserted that Zionist propa-~ 
ganda had failed in Britain and was now being disseminated in the 
United States; it declared that the Zionists by their continued 
pronaganda were already sowing the seeds of another war. 


From a trustworthy source it is learned that published expres- 
Sions of sentiment fall far ‘short of representing the formidable 
volume of such feelings now stirring the Arab-American community 
from one end of the United States to the other. The’ question has 
become a vital and paramount issue on which Arab-Americans form a 
united front, forgetting most of their differences and disagreements 
on other matters. A summary of the present state of the problen, 
obtained from the source already cited, is worth quoting: 


"Arab opinion here believes that if the Arabs have desisted 

for the duration from agitation against British policies in 
Palestine, the Zionists should at least do the same. Further- 
more, Arab opinion here and elsewhere is opposed to any Zionist 
scheme. They see Zionism infringing on the principles of the 
Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter. In the minds of the 
Arabs here and abroad the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Char- 
ter mean self-determination, if they mean anything at all. 
Incidentally, the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter are 
our best selling points throughout the Arab world. Es pous ing 
Zionist aims would nullify their influence among these peoples." 


Support of the This survey of political problems about which the 
War Effort Arab-American community is concerned cannot be 
concluded without reference to the fact that the 
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war effort of the United States has received and is receiving the 
whole-hearted, unreserved support of all groups and factions alike. 
The situation has been described by a loyal and clear-sighted Arab- 
American as follows: 


"There is hardly a Syrian-American home which has not already 
given one or more sons to the armed forces. Many have already 
lost their sons in the war. Thig has resulted in increased 
loyalty and in the feeling that every Syrian home has a part 
in this war. Sacrifice has made the way more meaningful to 
the Syrian-Americans. They are therefore more enthusiastic 
and united behind the war effort. In fact these sacrifices 
might yet unite all the factions. There would be no more 
Syrians or Lebanese, but only Americans of Syrian and Lebanese 
descent." 
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SYRIAN-LEBANESE . 


ORGANIZATION 


Southern Federation Syrian Lebanese American Club 
1625 ~ 12 Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Miss M. Heni, Secy. 
1212 N. Robertson St. 
New Orleans, Le. 
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SUMMARY | WeYoareans 
Captain Snyder is with Milit ary = Ta iitasaee ies in 
Washington. He has long been active among Arab groups in this 
country. This was a preliminary conversation arranged through per- 
sonal contacts. Captain Snyder said thet about five years ago an 
organization known as the Aneri can Friends of the Arabs was forned 
in this country by Professor Hocking of Harvard, Professor Elihu Grant 
of Yale, and Captain Snyder. iow tee youre 1 they held round table 
discussions between prominent Arabs and Jews in this country and 
worked with Arab and Jewish leaders abroad. Captain Snyder was the 
executive secretary. The organization has now practically ceased 
funct ioning Since Professor Grant has died, end Captain Snyder being 
with Military Intelligence can no longer take an active role. The 
aim of the organization was to bring about a mutually satisfactory 
compromise solution between moderate rab giana eae packs ones ’ 


Leaders with whom they worked included “Judah L. py Rabbi Wise, 


ASS: 
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The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, and the Arab National “eague in this 
| country. 

Dr. Rashid Deen, prominent New York physician, represented 
the Druses in the round table discussions. Captain Snyder pointed 
out that there are four big Druse families and that Dr. Deen is a 
member of ene of the four. Unfortunately Dr. Deen has just had a 
stroke and is unable te continue his work. vt ei bbietten tl 

Having worked very closely with the Mufti, Captain Snyder 
believes that he understands his position. Essentially, he says, 
the Mufti is a very moderate man. However, long experience with 
British political tactics led the Mufti to conclude that the only 
result of concessions on his part was continual temporizing by the 
British, and the only way to gain any definite concessions from the 


British was to take a very positive stand even though that meant 


becoming a martyr. He realized thet blood had to be spilt in order 


to force the British hand. Thus, Captain Snyder pointed out, the 
British White Paper of 1939 was the direct result of the Arab up- 
risings. According to Captain Snyder, the Mufti wes fully conscious | 
of whet his joining the Axis would mean but felt that the sacrifice 
was necessary. | 

Captain Sryder pointed out thet the Arabs in the Near East 
are now coming to feel that, officially or unofficially, the American 


government is more and “ore regarding Zionists favorably. Therefore 
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there is a tendency for the Arabs to begin to conkides thatthe | 
American government, and no longer the British, is becoming the 
arch-eneny of the Arabs. Since the Near East will probably always 
remain a sphere of British,and not American, influence, Captain 
Snyder remarked, the British officials are very pleased that the 
onus is shifting to the American government and have hopes that 
they will be able to step in and appear as the great moderators 
and friends of the Arabs. 
| Captain Snyder pointed out that most Americans are not 
fully aware of the unity felt throughout th ‘oslem world. As an 
example of this unity he mentioned the resolution of the Indian and 
Moslem Congress, which appeared in the papers today, a formal ex- 
pression of opposition to United States imperielism as expressed 
by our interest in Zionist ains. 


The Arab National League has been disbanded for some time. 


There is now a movement for pt come back into existence quite 


openly and register with the ate. Department. The unofficial pres- 
ident is EB. J. Audi. | 

Areb activity in this country is currently very much on the 
increase. In two weeks there is going to be an important meeting 
between prominent Jews and Arabs in this country. The exact auspices 
of this meeting is not quite clear. Captain Snyder is one of the 
prime moving spirits. Frencis Katani, a Palestinian Arab, and Audi, 


are the organizational leaders for the Arabs in this meeting. The 


just come from a conference with a prominent Jew who is interested 
in participating. The intense opposition of the extreme Zionists 
to any moderate measures, Captain Snyder pointed out, makes Jewish 
participation a very delicate problem. He recalled the difficulties 
that Rabbi Lazaron had gotten into, as an example. Captain Snyder 


is going to be present at the organizational meeting, covering it 


for Military Intelligence. However, he very much discouraged the 


idea of a representative of our office being there at the first 
neesing. 

Captain Snyder expressed his interest cordially in continuing 
discussions with our office. His War Department telephone extension 
is 71848. 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: A New Arabic Weekly 


oe 
[Al-Daleel, Detroit, May 10, 1943.] 


PICO YEO WN ROR 


A new Arabic weekly has just been published. The 


first number in the first volume appeared on May 10, 1945. 


Here is the mast: 


Al-Daleel 
A Weekly Publication 
For the Arabic-Speakirs Fsople 
3562 Concord Street Detroit, Michigan 
Subssription Rates 
In Greater Detroit - 50 4 per month 
$5.00 per Annua 
All Over the Globe 
' $5.00 per Annum 
Published by 
Al-Daleel Publishing Company 
Editor-in-Chief 
S. Rayess_ 
Associate Editor énd Treasurer 
N. Nasrallah 
Managing Editor 
Geo. Coury 


[Policy of this new publication is pro-Allies. Editor 
represents the Greek-Orthodox elements. Paper also is very 
anti--Zionist. first number carries an article by The Rev. 


a ere i 1D 
Hananiya Kassab entitled "Zionists are the Worst Enemies of 


CRIT Rhy Sets at 


the Jews."" Purpose of the paper is to make a living for its 


editor for a while.] 


{I enclose a copy of a letter which the above 
organization, just organized, has forwarded to every United 
States Senator. The letter is self explanatory. 

Behind the organization is Najeeb Samra of Flint, 
Michigan. He is an extremely honest man of liberal tendencies 
and a special dislike of Zionism. The League is the successor 
of the self-disbanded National Arab League of New York, The 
reason for this revival is the inoreased Zionist propaganda 
and the corresponding inorease in Arab apprehensions. The 
organization is definitely free of alien connexions; at the 
same time it is of course anti-Zionist. 

It is contemplated to form branches, local branches, 
for this organization. If control of these bodies remains in 
the hands of the original organizers, as in all likelihood it 


would, they would remain loyal American instruments which seek 


to present the Arab side of the Palestine problem in the Aneri- 


can way. | 


Najeeb’ H. gamra | Salad 8 
Saladin Ayoubee . 
Secretary Recording Secrétary 
League of and Treasurer 
AmericaneArab Committees for Democracy 


Office of the Secretary POSS 


Flinty Michigan }_ RLSTRIGTE 
PSS EE | _, 
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May 29, 1943 


While you and your colleagues are diligently engaged in 
the business of obliterating Axis tyranny, it is almost ine 
conceivable that any section of the American citizenry should 
attempt to divert your attention from the all-important business 
at hand. Yet this is exactly what Political Zionism, an or= 
ganization representing but a fraction of American Jewry, is 
ever endeavoring to doe 


You will probably be interested to learn that American 
Arab groups, commonjy known as Syrians in this country, have 
made several attempts to persuade Zionists to suspend thoir 
damaging activities, for the duration at least, but without 

I am therefore, enclosing herwith, copy 


We Americans of Arab extraction sincerely deplore the 
tragic plight of Jewry in Axis dominated Europe, and we fer- Ly % 
vently hope that the wrath of justice will «oon descend upon 
the heads of perpetrators of atrocities against any and all 
peoples, but we can never countenance such miscarriage of 
justice as the rape of Palestine by a group of people claiming 
their ancestors once ocoupied that country som two thousand 
years ago. And believing that you would gladly welcome any 

‘ light thrown on tho other side of this question, so that you 
may form a just perspective, I therefore respectfully submit 
the following general observationss 


1. Tho Atlantic Charter enunciated by the President of 
the United States and the Prime Minister of Great Britain on 
August 14, 1941, guaranteeing "tho right of all peoples to 
choose the form of government under which they live", is the 
only hope for future world peace. 


2. Democracy must prevail everywhere; Political Zionism 
must concede to the people of Palestine the free exercise of 
democratic self-determination. 


ae | -2-  ASTRIGTED | 


Se Any form of Imperialism, be it Zionist obfrib8, 1s 4 
detrimental to the interests of the United States and to the 
future peace of the world, 


4. It is a decidedly contrary to the best interests of 
the United States to deliberately antagonize some sixty million 
Arabs and two hundred fifty willion Moslems by permitting 
Political Zionism to consummate its audacious ambition in 
Palestinee 


5. Prudence and common sense dictate that wo maintain 
"the reservoir of good will" we now enjoy in Arab and Moslem 
lands - a reservoir of good friends and potential customers 
indoede 


6. Both tho Sir Henry McMahon (then British High | 
Commissioner in Egypt) correspondence with the late Hussein, 
Sherif of Mecca, which began es early as July 14, 1915 promising 
the Arabs their independence in return for aid to the Allies, 
and the Balfour Declaration of November 2, 1917 promising a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine, are indeed irrelevant to the 
question involved; only the inalienable right of all peoples 
to self-determination can possibly survive the present holocauste 


7 The present day inhabitants of Palestine are descendants 
of peoples who occupied that country long before the Hebrew 
invasion under Joshua, and who thoroughly intermixed with the 
sons and daughters of these Crusaders who settled in the Holy 
Land during the middle ages. 


8. The Arabs have lived continuously and in peace with 
their Jewish neighbors for more than thirteen hundred years 
as against four hundred years, from Saul to Josiah, of independent 
rule by the Jews in only a limited area of Palestine. 


9. The Arabs of Palestine have contributed far more t han 
their share toward tho rehabilitation of Jewish refugees from 
Europe, since they have already accepted more than a half 
million of them in a country about the size of Vermonte 


10, The spiritual rather than the temporal status of Beth 
Israel as emphasized by the Council for Judaism through 

- Rabbi Elmer Berger, executive director, and ninety-one out- 
standing Rabbis, is an ideal expression of patriotism by true 
American Jewry. They declares 


"Reform Judaism, aswe conceive it, is the contemporary 
manifestation of the eternal prophetic spirit of Israel, through 
which alone Judaism and the Jew live to witness to the Universal 
Gode 


In conclusion, I wish to express my supreme confidence in 
your desire to exemplify the traditional Amwrican ideals of 
freedom and justice, 


Very respectfully yours, 
Najeeb H. Samra, poorer 
HOAeNs 2865 POR anoore cy 


SeUNITED STATHSs memorandum to the 
: alities Branch 
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(  SIBRARY 
COMMITTEES FOR DEMOCRACY 

A “League of American-Arab Committees for Democracy’ 
lorganized in the United States to combat what its leaders term 
political Zionism." The first public pronouncement of the new group 
nas taken the form of a letter sent to United States Senators. 

The Arab-Amerioan community has for some time past been showing 
fincreased concern over intensified agitation by Zionists and advocates 
lof an independent Jewish Army. <A number of ArabeAmerican newspapers 
Have urged that the dissolved Arab National League be resuscitated to 
speak for Arab national interests. The Arab National League, it will 
tbe recalled, voluntarily disbanded in May 1941 in order, as its leaders ; 
put it, to avoid embarrassing Great Britain's prosecution of the war, 
iand the hope was expressed that Zionists might follow the example and 
lsuspend propaganda for the duration. Professing themselves disappointed 
lin this hope, nationalist-minded Arab-Americans have now resolved to 
revive thzir efforts to safeguard whet they believe to be vital Arab 
Imational interests. 
| Prime mover in the newly formed League of American-Arab Come 


inittees for Democracy is said to be its secretary, Najeeb H. Samra, 


who maintains an office at 1907 Detroit Street, Flint, Michigan. He 


4s described by a moderate Arab nationalist as an "honest man of 
Liberal views," vigorously opposed to Zionism, Another informant calls 
him an intelligent, self-educated man of socialistic views, an ardent 
land outspoken Arab nationalist. 

The League's aim 1s to publicize the Arab side of the Palestine 
lbroblem, It proposes to establish local branches throughout the 
United States. 

In the meantime the organization has set forth its position in 
‘tthe following letter addressed to each member of the United States 


Senate: 
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League of 
American-Arab Committees for Danocracy 


Office of the Secretary 
1907 Detroit Street 
Flint, Michisan 


May 29, i945 


Whila you and your colleagues are diligently en- 
gaged in the business of obliterating Axis tyranny, 
it ig almost inconceivable that any section of the Am- 
erican citizenry should attempt to divert your attention 
from the alleimportant business at hand. Yet this la 
exactly what Pol‘tical Zionism, an organization repre= 
senting but a fraction of American Jowry, is ever en- 
éeavoring to do, 


You will probakly be interested to lear thet 
Ameriean Arab groups, comuonly lmown as Syrians in this 
country, have made several attempts to persuade Zionists 
to suspend their demaging activities, for the duration at 
leaat, but without any apparent success, I am therfore, 
enclosing nerewith, copy of a letter which was forwarded 
to br, Chaim Welzman, World Zionist leader, on Azril 21, 
1941, by Farts S. Malouf and Shukrey #. Khoury, Preaicen* 
and Secretary of the Arab National League cf Beston, re= 
spectively, ‘The letter is self-explanatory. 


We Amaricans of Arab extraction sincerely deplore the 
tragic plight of Jewry in Axis dominated Europe, and we 
fervently hope that the wrath of justice will scacn descend 
upon the neads of perpetrators of atrocities againat 
any and all peoples, but we can never countenance 
such wniscarriage of justice as the rape of Palestine 
by a group of people claiming their ancestora once 
oosupied that country some two thousand years age. 

And believing that you would gladly welcome any light 
thrown ua the other side of this question, so thet 
you may form a just perapective, I therefore respsot- 
fully submit the followlng general observations: 


lL. The Atlantic Caneser enunciated by the Fresi- 
dent of the United States und the Prime Mir.isver of 
Great Britain on August 14, 1941, guaranteeing "the 
right of all peoples to choese the form of government 
under which they live", is ths only hope for future 
world peuces 


2, Democracy must prevall everywhore; Political 
Ziouleam must concede to the people of Falestine the 
free exercise of dgernocratic self-determinatian, 


3 Any form of Imperalism, be 1t Zionist or not, 
ts detrimental te the interests of the United States 
and to ths future peace of the world. 


4, It is decidedly contrary to the best in« 
terests of the United States to deliberately 
eutagonize some sixty million Araos and two hundred 
fifty wlllioa Moslema by permitting Political Zionism 
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to consummate its audacious ambition in Palestine. 


5. Prudence and common sense dictate that we 
‘Maintain "the reservoir of good will" we now enjoy 
in Arab and Moslem lands--a reservoir of good friends 
and potential customers indeed, 


€. Both the Sir Henry McMahon (then British High 
Commissicner in Egypt) correspondence with the late 
Husssin, Sherif of Mecca, which began as early as July 14, 
1915 promising the Arabs their independence in re= 
turn for aid to the Allies, and the Balfour Declaration 
of November 2, 1917 promising a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine, are indeed irrelevant to the question involved; 
only the inalienable right of all peoples to self- 
determination can possibly survive the present holocaust. 


7. The present day inhabitants of Palestine are 
descendants of peoples who occupied that country long 
before the Hebrew invasion under Joshua, and who thorough~ 
ly intermixec with the sons and daughters of those 
Crusaders who settled in the Holy Land during the middle 
480s, 


8. The Arabs have lived continuously and in peace with 
their Jewish neighbors for more than thirteen hundred years 
as against four hundred years, from Saul to Josish, of 
independent rule by the Jews in only a limited area of 
Palestine, 


9. The Arabs of Palestine have contributed far 
more than their shars toward the rahabilitation of ~ 
Jewlsh refugees from Europe, since they have already 
accepted more than a half million of them in a country 
about the size of Vermont, 


10. The spiritual rather than the temporal status of 
Beth Israel as emphasized by the Council for Judaism 
through Rabbi Elmer Berger, executive director, and 
ninety-one outstanding Rabbis, is an ideal expressioa 

of patriotism by true American Jewry. They declare: 


"Reform Judaism, as we conceive it, is the contem-= 
porary manifestation of the eternal prophetic spirit 
of Israsl, through which alone Judaism and the Jew live to 
witness to the Universal God. 


in conclusion, I wish to express my supreme con- 
fidence in your desire to exemplify the traditional 
American ideals of freedom and justice, 


Very respectfully yours, 
Najeeb H, Samra, Secvetary 


League of American=<Arab 
Committees for Democracy 
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Brn. Arabic Press in the United Statesy wake GIRBARE 03 Dat year, 7 
very cO-Oopevative anu deciidcadl:y on the sid oad oe: 

“hig is due mainly te the entrance of the United St sates into the conflict, 
to the victories won by tne Alliea in Uorth Africa, Russia and the Pacific, 
and to American and British propacanda in the States and abroad, which 
wecidedly affected the Aran werld as a whole. Better conditions in Syria, 
Leoanon and Iraq aftcr the British took over the control of these terri- 
tories had also 2 very favorable reaction on the Aravs in this country. 


The Arabic papers are read vy whole fa: ilies and sometines by j roups 
of neivhbours ani friends. ‘Therefore the readers are usually from three 
to five timeg the number of subscriptions. 


Followinzs is a orief review of oach newspaper; 
o\ 


fh Weta NY Bi-Weekly 
BS WES njton Sst ep 


New York, N.Y: Publisher and Editor: Jacob Raphael 
Circulation: 500 
This paper caters to the Maronites. It has only a 
few adherents, is pro-American and pro~-British, is 
pro-French to s certain extent and pro-Separatist. 


Tri-Weekiy 


Brookiyn, N.Y. Publisher and Editor: Ameen David Fayed 
Circulation: 1,0C0 

This paper is the organ of Ni.ammedans and Druges in 
the United States, Canada an: larico, It is rathor 
pro-American and pro-Allies. The editorials are 
written by I’asood Samaha who ‘esides in Washington, 
D.C. This paper is 100% pri ‘merfican and does not 
show any anti-British tendenc.3s, 


Lag arned St., 


Detroit, Lichiysan. Publisher and Editor: Joseph Yoakim 
Circulation: ‘700 
This paper is pro-American, pro-British., Ite omer, 
oS. Joseph Yoakim is a Maronite. 


AL aa Monthly 
cttage Grove, 


Detroit, Michigan. Publisher and Editor: Sheik Hussein Keroub 
Garculation: 500 


eX 
AL HODA Daily 
as ston St.,; 
New York, “N.Y. Publisher and Editors Mr. Salloun Mokerzel 
Circulation: 5,200 

This is the oldest and largest Arabic paper in the 
Americas; it bas gained in influsnes and prestigs 
becauge it ia the “only paper that carries news fron 
sbroad and becauae other papers in Lexico, Cuba and South 
America copy this news and other items from it, The 
paper la pro-Amoricen and pro-Allies, but decidedly 
pro-Prench.#Al Hoda is the organ of the Maronites and 
the champion of the Separatists in this country. 


a(Pichting French) AL 
TSDAB. 2. ae 


AY, TSt oa bi-weekly 
@ veat LAth St, L 
New York, N.Y. Publisher and Editor; foal Braidy 
Circulation: 1,000 : 
This paper came back into circulation a few months BOs | 
after it had stopped for a few years, which it hed 
already dons on several previous occasions. It has 
been, so far, prosAmerican, end pro-Allies, Letely, 
i however, it has been advocating reorganization of the 
out Arab National League. 
WASSE (2 
HESR 


TET Atlantic Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Fublisher and Editor: Najeeb Badran 
Circulation: formezly 1,000 
This paper, which was kiown to be “nore British than 
the British themselves" and which has most of its 
subscribers in Canada, stopped clroulation aince the 
death of its publisher end editor, Majeed Badran, on 
January 4th, 1943, 


oe 
S SABAAE (The Liorning tribune) Weekly 
oe Orléans St., ze 
Detroit, Lichian Publisher and Editor: Joseph Kehwaji 
Gireulation: 800 
This peper is pro-American, pro-British, pro-Frensh, 
end pro-Separatist., The owner, Joseph Kakwaji is a 
oe oy Maronite. 


AS SALEER Daily 
sLantic Avenue, 
Eoooklyn, N.Y. Publisher and Editor; Elda D, Ladey 
Circulation: 2,500 
This paper is pro-American, pro-Natlonalist. It has 
been, durin; the past year, very friendly to the 
‘ British. 


AS-SAYEH. Bi-Weekly 
3 ffth Avenue, 


Now York, N.Y. Publisher and tditor: Abdul Mags %h Haddad 
Managing Editor: Nadra Haddad 
Circulation: 1,000 a 
This peper 4s pro-American, Nationalist Arab, anti-French. 
The paper does not now show any antl-British tendenoles : 
and has published many favorable articlas during the past 
\ yoar in comments on the news but not in editorials. 


EEDERATION UERAGLD... Monthly 

hKoom ¢ 

60 State St., Editor: George Barakat 

Boston, lass. Circulation: 500 
This paper is the Organ of the Syrian Lebanese Federation 
of Societies in the Eastern States. It ig mostly 
concerned with Syrians and Lebanese in the U.S.A. and 
seldom discusses politics abroad. It ig printed in 

\ Inglish, 


LERAAT -UL<-GEARB © Tri-Weekly 
as ington S%., 
Now York, N.Y, Pablisher: lirs. Ancelina Diab 
Editor: Fred Ghyana 
Cireulation: 2,009 
Lrg, Angelina Diab, is she wife of she founder of the 
paper, the iate Majeet Diab. The paper caters Zor the 
Syrian and Lebanese Gresk Orthodox, It 4g nationalistic 


Daily 
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DHE Monthly 
& alle Ste, 


titeneei ta, Ind, Publisher and Editor: A.F.Zainey 
Circulation: 500 


. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


DOCUMENT (S) WITH THIS NUMBER(S) COULD NOT BE LOCATED. 


August 28, 1943 


ia Oe | 
Al-Ettehad -- Union (or Unity) 


— pr ere PTT 


Arabie newspaper published at Detroit. 


ove D7y 


Editor: akin. He is probabiy a Christian 
since Wakin is not a Moslem name. 

The paper is a small local one-man job; 
usually it carries only local news. It 

is not highly regarded (it is unknown to 
some educated Arab-Americans in Washington.) 
It is much inferior to New York Arabic 


papers. 
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INTEROFFICE MEMO a 
TO: Mr. DeWitt C. Poole DATE: 23 October 1943 


FROM: H. I. Wheeler“, 


SUBJECT: League of Arab Americans for Defense of Democracy 


6 reports the formation in Detroit a few days ago of an organization 
ealled The League of Arab Americans for the Defense of Democracy. The 
newspaper As Sayeh is its organ, he cays. 


The aim, so far as he has been able to discover, is to point out 


the dangers of Zionist propaganda in this country. No names are yet 


availeble, but he will endeavor to get some. 
I am sending a copy of this to Mr. Saslew. Perhaps he will be able 
to find out more about the organization. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


DOCUMENT (S) WITH THIS NUMBER(S) COULD NOT BE LOCATED. 


FORE!GN RATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES! 
MEMORANDUM BY THE FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
ro THE DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


wonbar 157 30 October 1943 
THE VISIT OF THE SAUDI ARABIAN PRINCES 
AND THE ARAB-AMERICAN COMMUNITY 


The arrival in Washington as guests of the United 
States Government of two royal Princes of Saudi Arabia 
has given Americans of Arab origin cause for gratifi- 
cation and pride. In the absence of public announce- 
ments concerning the political significance of the 
visit, private reports of conversations said to have 
been had by the Princes with American officials have 
tended to relieve in some degree apprehensions in the 
Arab-American community regarding settlement of the 
Palestine question. 


THE visit of the Saudi Arabian Princes to the United States has 
given the politically-minded members of the Arab-American community 
a welcomed opportunity to present their views in a new frame; they 
have taken advantage of it in vigorous fashion, althoygh holding 
by and large to a temperate line. Various speculations have been 
put forward with reference to the purpose of the roya’ visit. All 
have agreed that it is not a mere social call, but has something 
to do with affairs of state, and the consensus is that the Zionist 
proolem, rather than the matter of oil concessions, has formed: the 
principal subject of discussion. 

The Princes, Emir Faisal and Emir Khalid, sons of King Ibn 
Saud of Saudi Arabia, arrived in Washington 30 September as 
official guests of the United States Government. Emir Faisal, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in Saudi Arabia, has previously 
represented his country at several international conferences in 


London and elsewhere; in the present instance, coming in place of 
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his father, to whom the invitation was originally extended, he has 


made his first acouaintance with the Western Rerisphere. Since 
neither Faisal nor his brother Khalid speaks English, they have 
been accompanied by the Saudi Arabian Minister in London, Sheikh 
Hafiz Wahba, a good linguist, as well as by an official interpret- 
er. . . 

The announcement of the impending visit elicited in late Sep- 
tember expressions of the considerable satisfaction and pride 
evoked by this event in the Arab-American community; and all the 
Arabic-language newspapers without exception, including those rep- 
resenting Lebanese-separatist views, hailed the Princes’ actual 
arrival with cordial words of welcome. Couched in terms of re- 
spect, these addresses of greeting usually included solemn warn- . 
ings to Emir Faisal to beware of falling into “Zionist traps.” 

According to old custom and tradition, the Arab soul when 
deeply stirred finds the best and most effective expression of its 
emotions in poetry. So on this occasion Arab-American sentiments 
have blossored into verse, and as one observer remarks, almost 
every other Arab in the United States has composed an ode in praise 
of the Princes. The latter might listen politely to a speech in 
prose, it is explained, but an ode is a more serious matter that 
sinks in deeply. A good example of such a poetic effusion is a 
composition published in a/-Bayan 7 Cctober and written by one of 
the paper’s editors, M. H. Samaha. It consists of twenty-four 
verses, half of which are devoted to words of welcore and half to 
a warning against possible Zionist machinations in connection with 
Palestine. This double message has invariably appeared in all poems 
as well as prose cormunications publicly addressed to the Princes -- 


an index of the widespread apprehension aroused among Arab-Amrericans 
by Zionist activity. 
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The Arab-American community has long been worried about the 
situation in general in the Middle East, and particularly alarmed 
about the attitude Great Britain and the United States might take 
toward the post-war solution of the Arab-Zionist problem. Inten- 
sified Zionist propaganda in the United States -- full page ad- 
vertisements in metropolitan newspapers and pro-Zionist speeches de- 
livered by Senators and Congressmen -- has led to counterattacks 
in the Arabic-language press. On the whole, however, Arab-Ameri- 
cans seem to have adopted a defensive rather than an aggressive 
course of action; they appear to have made some efforts to main- 
tain a fairly moderate tone, inspired perhaps partly by fears of 
various kinds, and partly by a real desire to avoid embarrassing 
the United States and the British Governments. 

Contributing not a little to the general feeling of alarm 
was an observation recorded in 3]-Bayan (2 October), s-Sameer_ 
(8 October), and frequently mentioned in private conversations, 
that the American press as a whole has not been featuring as it 
should the visit of the two Saudi Arabian Princes. To many sensi- 
tive Arah-Americans this treatment seems a deliberate snub, which 
they interpret as a result of Zienist pressure. It has been noted 
furthermore that upon their arrival in New York the Princes were 
met not by Mayor LaGuardia but by Commissioner of Police Lewis J. 
Valentine; and Arab-Amrericans, quick to take offense, suggest that 
the Mayor had his eyes on the Jewish vote. when he delegated to a 
subordinate the duty of receiving the royal visitors. Allegations 
of this sort are accepted as facts by Arab-American opinion, and 
the resultant irritation has not been wholly soothed by a rumor 
that the Department of State has exacted a , romise from Zionist 
leaders to avoid attacking the Princes during their stay here pro- 
vided the Department would in turn exercise its influence to give 
the visit a minimum of publicity. | 
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-i The restriction of publicity and the rather mysterious atmos- 
phere-surrounding the royal visit has naturally led to much specu- 
lation regarding the subjects discussed by Emir Faisal and the 
American authorities... Concessions to American companies for the 
exploitation of ‘Arabian petroleum resources have surely been 

touched upon, ‘it is generally asserted’ the Arabic-language’ press: 
has expressed enthusiastic approval and warm hope for the ratifi- 
cation'of such ‘an agreement. But that far more important political 
questions have been considered Arab-American observers feel 
certain, and the inference has followed inevitably that the problem 
of the Arab-Zionism complex has received chief attention. Editors 
of Arabic-language newspapers have written of fears that Prince 
Faisal might in some way ‘be raneuvered into accepting in behalf of 
his father some compromise solution granting substantial recogni- 
tion to Zionist claims at the expense of Arab national interests. 

Nost of these fears heve been dispelled, however, by a press 
conference granted by Prince Faisal to Arab-American interviewers 
in New York 9 October. Although confined to generalities and dis- 
closing little or'nothing previously unknown, the interview was 
accorded prominent space in all the metropolitan Arabic-language 
newspapers. The following summary is taken from a/-Bayan 
(12 October). 

Interrogated specifically regarding the purpose of his visit, 
the Prince answered: “The American Government invited my father; 
but because my father is unable ‘to leave his country he asked me 
to take his place." When a: reporter inauired if the purpose of his 
visit was economic or political or both, he said: “My visit is for 
the purpose of promoting the mutual welfare of both the United 
States and Arabia.” Asked bluntly if he had discussed the Palestine 
problem with the American authorities, he stated: “At present the 
Allies have more pressing problems than Palestine. They have 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Se a ee ls 


Number 157 -5 - “30 October [943 
geen erence AP AA OC A LT a 


prorised, however, to consider the problem in due time, with 
justice, We ask of them nothing more than justice.” Pressed to 
explain what stand the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia took in relation 
to plans for Arab federation and what views it held concerning 
leadership of such a federation, Faisal declared: “The Arab 
Federation is not yet a reality requiring the Saudi Arabian King- 
dom to take a definite policy toward it. The Kingdom does, how- 
ever, work towards Arab welfare. As to leadership, let me say 
that the man of honor who desires the general good has no time to 
waste on personal matters and ambitions. He serves in the best 
way possible at the tire.” . ° 

The foregoing were the main questions put to the Prince, who 
apparently handled himself discreetly and cautiously under the 
public inquisition. Later, off the record, he i: sais *o have 
assured interviewers that his father would not . ede to present- 
day Zionist demands. 

}.3 A delegation of Orthodox Arab-Americans led by Archbishop 4o7)°™ J 
Bashir called on the Prince to pay its respects. Among the 

questions discussed, Zionism took an important place, and Faisal 

is reported to have said: “The Arabs feel nothing toward the 

Jew but friendship...but Zionism is a deadly poison which should 

be fought.” 

All such off-the-record remarks, which have been given wide- 
spread oral circulation among Arab-Americans, have had a reassur- 
ing effect in the community. The newspapers reflect a renewed 
feeling of hope and belief in the ultimate justice of Great 
Britain and the United States. But distrust of Zionism subsists 
as a potent factor, always ready to flare up on the slightest 
provocation. 

An Arab-American who tries to keep his finger on the politi- 
cal pulse of his compatriots is apprehensive that an occasion for 
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a rather violent display of anti-Zionist sentiment may be offered 
shortly. The Arabic-speaking community of New York is preparing 
to hold a banquet on Friday, 5 November, at the Waldorf-Astoria 
in honor of the two Arabian Princes on their return from a tour 
of the West. Several poets, it is reported, hope to attend in 
order to harangue the royal visitors with political odes, mainly 
on the question of Palestine. The committee charged with 
arranging the banquet includes at least one strong supporter of 
the now dissolved Arab > National League, and it is thought by 
some thet if nationalist and anti-Zionist emotion should get out 
of hand the results might be harmful to the Areb cause. 
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From: Nabih Amin taris \“ >. 


Subject: Major Chefik “aduadle™ 
Club of New York City 

On Saturday, October 30, 1945, luajor Chefik iiaddad, 
Wititary Attaches, Royal Iragi Lejation, addressed the members 
of the University Club of New York City. He spoke on the ge- 
neral subject of "Arab Aspirations", The audience numbered 
about three hundred. In general it was very sympathetic. 

In his address, Major liaddad surveyed the recent his- 
tory of the Arab national movement in the different Arab lands. 
He contrasted the situation of the Arab lands under the Ottomans, 
gspecially prior to the advent of the Young Turks in 1908,with 
that which followed the World War in 1939. He dwelleda upon the 
fact that under the Ottomans the Arabs were partners in the 
government. Mamy of their leaders occupied important posts in 
the central government at Constantinople. Only when the Young 
Turks embarked upon a policy of oppression did the Arabs turn 
towards Europe for emancipation. ile then addressed himself to 
the period preceding the World war, the negotiations with fo- 
reign powers, the promises of those powers to the Arabs, the 
bad faith of the Al.ies as later shown in the secret treaties, 
the Arab revolt, the peace Settlements, the disappointment of 
the Arabs, and ensuing struggle. This struggle culminated in 
the partial attainment o1 objectives by the Arabs. Two main 
objectives remain unfulfilled: The final departure of the French 


from Syria and the Lebanon and the final defeat of Zionism, “Th. 
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Major Haddad's Address (cont.) 


Major Saddad then called upon American public opinion to 

work towards restraining the French in Syria and the Lebanon, 

and restraining the Zionists in Palestine. America, he said, 

has produced the talent and insight to wage this war to a success« 
ful end. It is not too much to expect that America would also 


produce the talent and insight to win the peace. 


[Noteworthy in its absence from the address was fh 
failure of Haddad to mention Britain. He condemned French 
policy and Zionism. He asked that both be restrained. But 
Britain was always referred to as a friendly ally. As to the 
United States, it is the last best hope of earthe Haddad was 
very “smooth” and subtle. He was the essence of moderation, 
but left no doubt in the mind of his sympathetic audience that 
France and the Zionists will have to leave before any peace could 

prevail in the Near East. Judging from conversations I had with 


my neighbours at the speaker's table, the audience was anti-Zionist 


and anti-French in its feelings. Perhaps to avoid any unpleasantness, fm 


no questions were allowed at the end. 
One word about Haddad himself. He is the song of the 
late Gabriel Pasha Haddad, a close aid of Faisal of Iraq anda 
freynd of Lawrence. The Haddads are Christians from the Lebanon, 7 
This is the more important in view of their stand on Arab aspirations. i 


They do not sympathize with Lebanese pepparatisas 


Haddad's Address (cont.) 


It would seem that Haddad is here on a special 
mission: to unfold Arab aspirations before the American 
public. There is no question however about his pro-British 
and certainly pro-American inclinationse He is the product 
of Victoria College, Alexandria, and Cambridge. 

A larger implication of Haddad's address lies in the 
fact that Arab opinion in general is becoming more and more 
favourably disposed towards Britain, because it has check» 
mated French influence in the Near East, has restrained to 
a certain deuvee Zionist demands in Palestine, and has to 
all pratical purposes favoured a closer Arab unity. Arab opin» 
ion too would want to be pro-American were it not for what 

Haddad calls the absence of any attempt on the part of Americu 
to restrain Zionism in Palestine. 

Haddad represents one of the United Nations. His 
activities are restrained by that consideration. But there 
is no doubt about it that he is here to acquaint Americans with 
what Arabs believe to have been their contribution to the war 


effort and to place before American opinion what they feel to fe 


their just claims and aspirations. It ls nteresting to 


follow his activities.] 
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MEMORANDUM for the Director of Strategic Servi GANS .sterens, 


Secretary of State 


NOV 9 


SUBJECT: Speech by the Iraqi Military Attache, 30 O@é 
on “Arab Aspirations." 


Major Chefik cee Military Attache of the Royal 
Iraqi Legation, addressed some 300 members of the University 
Club of New York and their guests, 30 October 1943, on the 
general subject of “Arab Aspirations.“ Major Haddad is the 
son of the lete Gabriel Pasha Haddad, aide to Feisai of 
Iraq and a friend of T. E. Lawrence. He was educated at 
Victoria College, Alexandria, and at Cambri-:ge, and speaks 
English perfectly. The Haddads are Christians from the 
Lebanon, a circumstance which makes the Major's stand on 
Arab aspirations notable, since most Lebanese Christians 
incline toward an independent Lebanese.state rather than 
Arab federation or national unity. 

Reviewing the Tecent history of the Arab national move- 
ment, Major Haddad declared that two main objectives were 
still to be attained; final departure of the French from 
Syria and the Lebanon and final defeat of Zionism. He called 
upon American public opinion to work toward restraining the 
French in Syria and the Lebanon and the Zionists in Palestine, 
America, he said, had produced the talent and insight to wage 
this war to a successful end. It was not too much to expect 
that America would also produce the talent and insight to 
win the peace. 

Although he was blunt in condemning Zionism and French 
policy in the Near East, Major Haddad made little specific 
mention of Great Britain beyond referring to her as a friendly 
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aliy. An Arab-American auditor saw as a iliarger impli- 
cation of Major Haddad's address a confirmation of the 
view that Arab opinion in general is becoming more and 
more favorably disposed toward Great Britecin because the 
latter has checkmated French influence in the Near Eas?, 
has to a certain degree restrained Zionist demands in 
Palestine, and appears to favor closer Arab unity. 

Major Haddad calied to the attention of his audience 
the fact that the Arab lan.3 lie in a strategic position 
controlling the cutlet of oil from the Middle East, a 
circumstance that has presented attractive opportunities 
to non-Arabs. Surveying the progress of the Arab national 
movement throughout the Arab world,the Major contrasted the 
status of Arab lands under the Ottomans with their situa~ 
tion after 149149. He said that under the Ottomans, before 
the advent of the Young Turks in 4908, the Arabs were 
partners in the government, many of their leaders occupying 
important posts in the central administration at Constan- 
tinople, Only when the Young Turks embarked upon a policy 
of suppression did the Arabs turn toward Europes in the 
hope of emancipation. 

Major Haddad then reviewed the peric’ immediately 
before, during, and after the Worid War. He discussed the 
negotiations with foreign Powers, the promises of those 
Powers to the Aras, the bad faith of the Allies (as he put 
it), the Arab revolt, the peace settlements, the disappoint- 
ment of the Arabs, and the ensuing struggle. In frank terms 
he said that the Asabs had been divided by the Allies, who 
parceled out their lands as mandates and treated the Arabs 
more harshly than thev treated their actual enemies. 

It is believea that Major Haddad's special mission 


in the United States is to explain Arab aspirations to the 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Number S-64 


Seer NN ME 


American public. 


One of those who heard his address 


described. him as very smooth and subtie, the essence of 


moderation. 


Very forthright in his criticism of the 


Allies and their treatment of Arab problems after the 


First World War, 


the Allies today. 


cc: 


Brig. Gen. John Magruder 
Whitney Shepardson, Esq. 
Dr. William L. Langer 
Joseph M. Scribner, Fsq.- 
Henry Field, Esq. 

Dr. James G. Rogers 
Major S. E. Gleason 
Harold Deutsch, Esq. 
Sherman Kent, Esq. 
Ensign John D. Wilson 
Dr. S. A. <Callisen 


Lt. Comdr. Daniel Ravenel 


he was diplomatic in his remarks about 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


To: DeWitt C. Poole 
From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Subject: Banquet in Hour of the Prince Faisal 


| L _ On Friday, November 5, 1943, at 7:30 p.m., ms 


: Arab American community gathered in the Star Light roti 
; 3 /the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New York, to honour the prf é vat 
ni Faisal of Saudi Arabia. Over five hundred persons wete-OTee 
from all walks of Arab American life. The party was mixed. 
Blaborate preparations for the party wese made by 
a committee compesed of Milhim Hawi (Lebanese Christian) as 
president, Ibrahim Qar‘an (Palestinian Christian), Hamdan aus 


(Palestinian Moslem) as treasurer, and Dr. Goons? Khairaliah a 


(Lebanese Christian converted to Islam and Arab nationiilism) 
as secretary. Dr. Khairallah was also toastmaster at the 
banquet and the speech making meeting that followed the dinner. 
The following spoke: | 


Ali Muhyi-al-Din - a speech. 

Salloum Mokarzel (editor of al-Hoda) - a speech. 
Farid Ghosn (edibor of Meraat-ul-Gharb - a poem. 
Fawzi Braidi (editor ef al-Isliah)- a speech. 
ya‘qub Rafail (editor of al-Akhlak) a speech. 
Salim abu-Hamzah (for the editor of a1=Pa ayan)- a speech. - 
Farhan Hamadah - a4 poem. 

Shahir Dahir - a speech. 

BE. J. Audi - a speech 

Judge George Namah - a speech in English. 

George “aris - a speech in English. 

Nadrah Haddad (editor of al-Sayeh) - a poem. 

Elia abu-Madey (editor of as-Sameer) a poem. 


Finally the Prince himself addressed the gathering. 


The party was marked by the absence of any political | 
speeches. The only person who put ina political word obliquely | 


” 
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5: 
Banquet in Honour of the Prince Faisal (cont. ) 


was the editor of sed aa He is a Maronite Christian from 
the Lebanon, and seized the opportunity to emphasize the se- 
parate status. of the Lebanon "as a good neighbour" of Saudi 
Arabia and the other Arab countries. His motives were not 
indeed ‘separatism, but the desire to wrest" the leadership of. 


Lebanese separatist here from the editor of al-Hoda, who had ae 


- spoken before him and sapusmously avoided any political in 


sinuations. In fact all the speakers were asked to avoid 
pole cee Pi happened to have been the person whos. opinion 
was asked by the committee, and have impressed it upon them 
that it would be wiser to limit the banquet to a social 
affair. There were many who desired to air their opinions 


on the Palestine quSSttons ‘but I counselled them against 


= ig. The main purpose of the banquet was to honour the Princes, 


nat to mentor them. 


The main results of the Princes' visit is perhaps | 


_ the awakening of Arab pride among all factions in the BLEDACS 


‘gpeaking community. Even the Lebanese separatist have become, 


as it were, latter day Arabs. 

The speech of the Prince himself is very interesting. 
T shall supply you with an exact translation of it in a couple 
of days. In the meantime I wish to make the following ob- 
servations. His two main points were that the Arabs lacked ide. 


thing but material wealth, and that Arabs in America should per= 


fee 


Pe reed arte of the Prince Faisal (cont.) 


gist in the ‘process. of assimilation with the people of their 
“betogted 1 land, America. “this he said would set an example which 
kant Bive. tthe answer to some of the major problems of the Near’ 
gee. ‘the matter. of. material wealth so needed by: the Arabs 
‘may have been, stressed by the Prince as an apology for Tbn- 
: | Seud's Leasing of Arab oil to outsiders. Hitherto saudi Avabia® 
“had! syunned foreign entanglanonts. The Prince might have felt - 
oe need for an explanation. ‘The matter. of assimilation could. 
omy’ apply to Jewish Arab relationships. . Did the Prince wish | 
to suggest ‘that mutual assimilation ‘there would finally solve jhe 
“ae: Zionist problem? or aid he wish to make assimilation an | | 
O Anptrimont in uniting the Arabs?” “the latte. weer, 
_ mhené 1s.no need for. absinilation there. Tb could only apply | 
| Ng Jewish and. Arab ‘relations. - at £05, “tt would 4 introduce a ‘new : 
| peinotple: hitherto unstressed in the airtioult Palestine al 
os Lem. . "But how fer are! the Jews willing to assimilate? | The | cee : 


od 


_Brince aia not elaborate. 7 
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Dr. Carl Blegen 

Chief, Nationality Groups Division 
Office of Strategic Services 
Washington, D. C,. 


Year Dr. Blegen: ly 
In accordance with your requeet to Mr. John L, Stewart, Chief 


of our Division, and to myself, I am enclosing herewith ny 
translation of the speeches delivered in Arabic at the verious 


receptions given for Their Highnesses Princes Feisel end Khalid, 


Sincerely yours, 


wah Slawnes 
Afif A, Tannous 
Associate Social Science Analyst 


Enclosuré 


franslation of spseches delivered in Arabic at various 
receptions held in Washington and New York by Arabic 
speaking communities for Their Highnesses Princes Feisal 
and Khalid of Sutoudi Arabia during last week of October 
end first week of November, 1943. 


Resume of poem by Mr. F. Alm Misleh at the home of 
Mr. Amin David, Washington, D.C.: 


Several lines of welcome and happiness at occasion. 
Yew lines describing the character of dmir Felsal. 
Description of the just, solid and progressive rule 
the Sutoudi femily has establiched in Arabie. Appeal 
to King Ibn Sa'foud to continue as guide and center 
of hope for the newly awakened Arab countries. 


Talk given by Amir Feiesal at formal reception at 
Mayflower Hotel in Washington: 


“Tt gives me great happiness to stand before you tonight 
and express to you the deep feelings that have been 
stirred within me by your generosit,, and hospitality, 
end I have no doubt that every true and loyal Arab would 
be accorded the sane reception by you. 


I mist admit that before I came to.the United States I 
néver thought that I should find here ny Arab brothers 
and people in such a condition of success and progress 
in this coutry, which is great in every respect end 
whose way of life is based upon justice and fresdon. 


I wish to assure you that your original Arab nation will 
always be happy to keep in touch with you. She will 
always be proud of you, for you represent the fine Arab 
traits of honor end loyalty. Therefore, if she feels 
sorry to see you separated from her, she feels happy to 
Imow that you are doing her honor by being loyal to the 
United States, your country of adoption. Keep up this 
loyalty of yours to this great country which has genér- 
ously adopted you. You will be the msssengers of good 
will between the United States and the drab countries 
untii the day comes when all of then shall be united 
end duly represented in the capital of this great nation." 


Resume of poem delivered by Mr. Mas'Oud Sameha at formal 
reception at Mayflower Hotel, Washington: 


Several lines of welcome and expression of feeling of 


happiness, end of hope for the Arab World occasioned by 
the visit of the two Anirs. : 


An appeal to Amir Feisal to contime his efforts toward 
Arab unity. 


Several lines depicting the historical development of the 
Arabs = their rice, cultural contributions, and their 
fall, also their present awakening. 


Several lines describing the beauty of the Arabic lengunge 
and its function in building up the Arab culture. 


Word of greeting to the two Amire given ‘a behalf of one 
of the Muslim Arab deputations at the “- + York formal re- 
espt ions 


"We wish to express our cordial greetings to the messengers 
of the Arab World to the United States. It is our hope that 
the mission on which they came to this country will meet with 
full success. We also hope to see a etrengthening of the 
friendly relations between the psople of the United States 
and the Arab people. It is our dearest wish that these, two 
peoples should work tugether towards the realization of their 
common good and their common interests." 


Regume of telk given by Mr. J. Sado at reception held at the 
home of Mr. Hower, Waskingtont =~” 


m2. . Permit me to dwell on three points that your visit 
in this country has suggested; I am sure the Arabic speaking 
elersnts of the United States will support me in what I am 
going to say: 


Firet: Your visit will undoubtedly have considerable influence 
upon the Americen public opinion regarding not only the Arab 
cease but also the position of the Arabic speaking community 

in the United States. We have always offered our love end 
‘loyalty to our country of adoption, but we still retain attach- 
nent to. our original country and wish to 566 it prosperous 
and successful. And I don't see anything wrong in expresying 
guch e feeling, which is only normal and natural. The United 


States, which consists of many nationality groups, even 
encourages such an attachment, in keeping with its genuine 
denoeratic spirit, 


Secend3 Another important result of your visit will be the 
strengthening of friendly and cultural relationship between 
this country of ours and the Arab World, I wish to assure 

you that all Arabic speaking communities in this country look 
with satisfaction and hopefulness to the new move on the part 
of the drab countries toward cooperation and unity. It is our 
hope that this will be hastened through the approaching victory 
ef the United States: and her allies, according to the principles 
ef the Atlantic Charter. 


Third: Permit me to suggest to you the necessity of establish- 
ing in the United States an Arab Bureau, to enlighten the public 
opinion regarding the Arab situation and to serve &s a center of 
cultural cooperation. 4 


fal given by Amir Feisal at formal reception given by Arabic 
speaking community st Waldorf Asteria Hotel in New York: 


“It is beyond my words to express to you the overwhelming feeling 
of happiness I now have and my deep gratitude for the way gon have ‘ 
received me, It is beyond the scope of this occasion to discuss 
the history of drab development. One fundamental fact I need to 
emphasize: years may roll on, events teke place, and circumstances 
chenge, yet the Arabs are still there, May they live long? I am 
preud of the Arabs} 


The glorious past of the Arabs is too well kmowm to be forgotten 
or to be neglected for long. It is going to revive. 


The Arabs have always been known for many fine qualities of 
character, upon which I cannot dwell now. If there is anything 
in which the Arabs of today are lacking it is the matter of 
material and not spiritual strength. But as long as the drab 
spirit remains strong, it will ultimately gain the necessary 
material strength, dnd if you ask me what message I have for 
you, it is this: In the first place, we want you to cooperate 
and be united as a commnity, for unity is the basis of all 
strength, progress end glory. In the second place, we want 
you to amalgamate with your adopted nation, this coutry, of 
which you are now citizens, This may be taken as a symbol of 
& greater amalgamation to come, a union among the various drab 
countries, when stronger ties of friendship and good will, we 
hop®, will be established between the Arab World and the American 
World. May the Arab nation live free and independent § 
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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS THE UNITED STATES 
MEMORANDUM TO THE DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIE SERVICES 


FROM THE FORE? GN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
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Number B=j18 30 November 1943 


ARAB-AMERICANS AND THE CRISIS EN LEBANON 


Avab-Americans, most of whom ave Lebanese in origin, have 
suddenly found themselves confronted with a new political 
issue of first-rate importance to their homeland. The crush 
of events in Lebanon impeiled them at first to tay aside 
most of therr former differences; theie tnitiai reaction 
Showed almost complete unity tn placing the blame upon the 
French. Now they appear to be reverting to their aartier 
divergence of views om the question of Arab federation 
(favored by the Syrian Orthodox, the Mosiems, and the 
Druses) versus Lebanese separatism ithe traditional pro- 
gram of the Maronites?). 


THE political crisis in Lebanon, involving Lebanese aspirations and 
French, British, and American policy in the Near East, has deeniy 
Stirred the Arab-American community. Developments are being watched 
eagerly. {it is clear that Arab-Americans will regard any solution now 
adopted a presage of the kind of peace and long-term settiements to be 
expected. Two main currents of opinion have been noted, both familiar 
in the past; one speaks for a Lebanon (perhaps under French influence) 
to be independent of other Arab states; the other wants Lebanon freed 
to participate in an Arab union. At the moment it appears that the 
balance has swung far to the side of Arab nationalism and unity. 
Arab-Americans estimate their mumber in the United States at 
160,000 to 200,000 and even more, although the Census 1940 reported 
only 107,420 whose principal language in the home in childhood was 
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Arabic. {n examining their political views it is necessary to keep in 
mind that some 75 per cent of this Aral stock came from Lebanon, 15 per 


cent from Syria, only a smal} minority from Palestine and Trans jordan, 
y y J 


and hardly more than a few individuals from iraq, Egypt, North Africa, 


and Arabia. Furthermore it must be noted that approximately 90 per cent 
of Arab-Americans are Christians. The remaining 10 per cent includes 
Moslems and adherents of the mystical Druse sect. Among the Christians 
themselves there are several divisions; the majority (perhaps 55 ser 
cent) are Haronites who through their own Patriarch acknowledge the 
ecclesizstical jurisdiction of the Pope in Rome: a substantial minority 
(perhaps 40 per cent} are Greek Orthodox who recognize the leadership of 
the Patriarch at Antioch; and sects of minor importance account for the 
remainder. 

in the past the Maronite element among Lebanese~Americans has pre- 
dominantly favored separatism, advocating the establishment of a separate, 
independent, Lebanese state. This aspiration has been based chiefly on 
the desire of these Lebanese Christians to safeguard their religious 
liberty, which they feared might be endangered if Lebanon should ever 
be incorporated into an overwhelmingly Moslem Arab union. As their 
support and hope against the threat of Moslem domination, the Maronite 
separatists have tonsistently clung to France and the French mandate. A 
large majority of Lebanese is thus traditionally Francophite, and the 
feeling has been widely represented in the Arab-American community. 

Syrians of the Greek Orthodox faith have been much jess fearful of 
religious persecution at the hands of the Moslems. Opposed on doctrinal 
grounds to the Maronites (who outnumber them} and apparently, in conse- 
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quence, feeling more strongly their bonds of kinship with the Moslem 
Arab world, the Greek Orthodox Syrians have tended to. favor the move- 
ment for Arab unity. Syrian Orthodox in the Untted States have accord— 
ingly, for the most part, reflected a unionist sentiment, generally 
moderate in tone, in their views on Arab affairs. 
The Moslems have regularly taken a much stronger nationalist and 
unionist line, with which the Oruses have usually concurred. These 
two elements form only a small minority in the Arab-American community 
in the United States but they have not failed to make their voices heard. 
The first instinctive reaction to the current Lebanese crisis among 
all Arab-American groups, including the separatists, seems to have heen 
a surge of Arab nationalism which evoked instant sympathy and support for 
the Lebanese Government unseated by French Commissioner Helleu, and un- 
restrained condemnation of the French. So great has been the general 


indignation that even the ever-present fear of Zionism has receded into 


the background, temporarily forgotten. 

The rapidly succeeding developments during the past fortnight, in- 
cluding the release of the arrested members of the Government and their 
reinstatement in office, the arrival in Beirut of General Catroux as 
plenipotentiary of the French Committee of National Liberation, and the 
growing prospect of a solution brought about through Anglo~American 
intervention, thus averting serious bloodshed, have had some effect on 
crystallizing opinion. The initial, almost incoherent, passion has 
somewhat subsided and the first uncertainties have been brushed aside. 
According to a well-informed Arab-American in Washington the entire 
Arab-American community — Maronites, Greek Orthodox, Moslems, and 
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Druses -- is now united in blaming the French for the troubles and in 
demanding complete independence for Lebanon. Beyond this point paths 
diverge: the Maronite Patriarch in a public statement calling for 
independence declared that this did not mean that Lebanon would join an 
Arab union; and leading Maronites in the United States, such as. Sal loum 
As Mokarzel, editor of al-Hoda, have adopted the same attitude. ‘The ; 
Greek Orthodox, the Moslems, and the Druses, on the other hand, have 
been strengthened in their arguments for an Arab union enoracing the Lebanon. 
“in the meantime the Arabic-language press in the United States has 
been filled with reports of the events unrolling in Lebanon and with 
fiery editorial comments. The following brief survey gives some idea of 
such publications aopearing up to 23 November 1943, after General Catroux 


had arrived in Beirut and the Lebanese President had been reinstated. 


Méatiad thax Beene: The views of the Syrian Orthodox groups, who have 


the Syrion Orthodox Strongly condermed the French, are represented in 
as~Sameer, os-Sayeh, and yerant-ul-Ghorb. Greek 
ee 


” a 
Orthodox Arabs from the Lebanon are represented by el-Islaah, 


in a Series of eps iporials written in increasingly violent and almost 
incoherent terms, ns-Sameer (published daily in Brooklyn) denounced the 
French for their action in Lebanon, and called upon Great Britain and the 
United States to intervene, to restore order, and to re-establish consti- 
tutional government in Lebanon. Particularly enraged by the reported use 
of Senegalese soldiers to arrest the President, the. Prime Minister and 
other high functionaries, and to suppress the Lebanese, it exhorted “all 
free Lebanese" in the United States to rise to help their compatriots in 
Lebanon throw out the unwelcome mandatary and win freedom. All Lebanese- 
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Americans were urged to send protests and appeals to the highest authori- 
ties in Washington and London in the hope of obtaining and accelerating 
Anglo-America” intervention. 

Many such telegrams have already been dispatched. On the 17th of 
November a long petition signed by ..: editors of all the Arabic-language 
newspapers in New York, except the it.ays pro-French nl-Hoda, was addressed 
to President Roosevelt, requesting him to intervene and bring the de- 
plorable situation in Lebanon to a peaceful and just conclusion. Recalling 
that the Arabic-lanquage press in Anerica had always upheld the principles 
of democracy before the Arabic worle, which looked to the United States 
for inspiration and guidance in shaping its own destiny, the message 
pointed out that the Lebanese as well as other Arabic-speaking national i- 
ties had demonstrated their loyalty to the United Nations’ cause, had 
given valuable help to the armed forces of democracy, and now orly wished 
in concert with the democratic nations, to be reassured of the independence 
promised them by the terms of the Atlantic Charter. 

Other telegrams, protesting against the shooting down of the people 


of Lebanon by the French and demanding the withdrane! of the latter from 
the country, were sent to President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull over the 
signatures of Archbishop Anthony Bashir, head of the Syrian Orthodox 
a! Rg che ee amma 
Archdiocese of North America, and many of the leading Arab-Americans in 
New roe | 
Ss * 

AS-Snyeh, (New York City semi-weekly} joined in the general chorus of 

criticism leveled at the French mandate. In an eloquent outburst it asked 


(15 November}; How could the French who were now in great need of sympathy 


and help from the Allies in order to free their own country -- how could 
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the French try to subject others to the yoke of slavery? {ff they really 


loved freedom they should not abuse it in other countries. 


yore i-Gharb (semi-weekly, New York City), is usually moderate and 
ARSE 


mild in its attitude, Now it too has become violent. The time had come 
for the French to pack up and depart from Lebanon, it asserted (15 No~ 
vember}; for a quarter of a century France had controlled the country 
through a tyrannical mandate which brought misery and misfortune both to 
Lebanon and Syria. “Long live Lebanon, and down with the French Mandate!” 
In later tissues of Hernot-ui-Gherd (19,22 November) @l-H#oda was severely 
taken to task for asking contradictorily for Lebanese independence but 
under the French mandate. 

The views of the Syrian Orthodox papers are echoed in al-Jsinah, 
Lebanese Greek Orthodox semi-weekly of New York. Vigorously condemning 
French imperialism, it declared (16 November} the French Government had 


proved itself unworthy of the trust of the Lebanese. 


phe prnaee The Syrian Druse attitude also is one of denun- 
ciation of French aggression. Spokesman for this 
element in the United States is al-Bayon, strongly nationalist journal 
published three times a week in Brooklyn. What more did France want of 
Lebanon, it inquired (18 November}; already France had robbed Lebanon of 
its goid and riches and now it was taking freedom itself. There was 
nothing left -- nothing save the determination of the Lebanese to rid 
themselves of the French, the Bayon writer declared, too indignant to be 
able to write altogether coherently. The presence of the French in the 
Lebanon had retarded and even set back Lebanese progress, it added 
later (20 November}. 
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The two laading spokesmen of Lebanese Maronite 
Tne Haronite View 

separatist views have reacted differently to ihe 
crisis in Lebanon. adl-Akhiak, semi-weekiy of New York, has followed the 
lead 6f the majority of Arabic-language newspapers and defended the cause 
of Lebanon against the French. A rather timid, conservative newspaper 
with strong Maronite color, -ARhiak has in the past consistently sup- 


oGrted the Lebanon separatist cause and has expressed friendship toward 


France and its trust in the French mandate. S45) 
ea | 


When the first reports of the crisis in Lebanon arrived, ai-Akhlor 
(12 November) sharply criticized the action of the Lebanese Government, 
regarding it as untimely and ftikelty to prove harmful to the future of the 
country, which was not yet able, the paper believed, to dispense with the 
services of the mandatory power. When more detailed news of events in 
Lebanon reached this country, however, and especially when the anti-French 
Stand of the Maronite Patriarch became known, olf-Abhlap {16 November} re- 
tracted its censure of the Lebanese Government and swung around to the 
view that the French ought to be condemned, 

Somewhat reluctantly it concluded that the Fighting French were no 
longer wanted in Lebanon, and that it had ao desire to see France restored 
under such French leadership. tater (19 November), though holding out 
for the rights of Lebanon as a smal} nation, al-Arkhiak returned to a more 
tolerant attitude with respect to the French, attributing blame for the 
events not to de Gaulle, but to a subordinate, 

The other Lebanese Maronite separatis? pager = the datly ai-fola of 
New York--has been the only Arabic-language paper in the United States to 
espouse the French cause. At first taking a critical attitude toward the 
Froth for their arrest of the President and Prime Minister of Lebanon, 
al: "oda's editor, Mr. Mokarzet, who is also president of the Lebanon League 
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of Progress of New York, on the 13th of November in the name of the or~ 
ganization sent a jong telegram to President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull, 
begging them to use their influence to help stabilize conditions in 
Lebanon on the basis of the Atlantic Charter and to support Lebanon in 
its right to decide its own destiny, free from the fear of threat or co- 
ercion from any source. Cautiously worded, the telegram brought no 
charges against the French, who were not even mentioned in it by name. 
Editorials in al-=Hodn at first followed a similarly cautious line. 
bettie: 
Later, a change of attitude made itself apparent, and al-Hoda suggested 
that it might be better to adopt a policy of watchful waiting, since the 
underly ing causes of the crisis were not fully known, In the meantime, 
al-Hoda asserted, the only stand that could be taken by every true Lebanese 
was to demand the independence of Lebanon, to support ali those striving 


for it, and to oppose those working against it. 

In Subsequent editorials (15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 November) al- 
Hoda's attitude has taken more definite form. {t now holds that the 
Lebanese Government under President Besharah al—Khoury and Prime Minister 
Riad al-Solh has not been loyal to the Lebanese constitution, whereas the 
French have been. Al-Hodn also sees a British hand in the whole affair, 
charging that the British are conspiring with traq and Egypt to engulf 
Lebanon in a sea of Arab unity against its will and through the aid of a 
radical government not interested in the welfare of Lebanon. Furthermore, 


ai-Hodo insists that the Lebanese Government had no right to act independ— 


ently and unilaterally, The paper inquires whether there are any guarantees 


that the British would depart from Lebanon or would Stay in the event the 


Franch were forced to leave. {t is implied that the British are trying te 
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to enhance their own prestige at the expense of the French, 


in its issue of 23 November al-foda clarifies its position stil] 
more definitely; it asserts that the crisis was brought on by Riad al- 
Solh, the Prime Mirister, who was bent on making an agreement with the 
Egyptian Premier for the participation of Lebanon in an Arab federation. 
Al-Hode wants the restoration of the stetus quo, that is, the French 
mandate, until after the war. At that time, it argues, conditions will 
be more conducive to a peaceful and orderly settlement. This is essen- 
tially the French position, for which the Maronite Patriarch also stands. 
The Lebanese desire independence, al-fodm concludes, but not an Arab 
federation. 

Arab-American advocates of Arab unton and federation, who have long 
resented the pro-French and separatist policy of al-Hode, openiy charge 
that the latter has been the mouthpiece of the Fighting French represen 
tative in New York (until recently Raoul Aglion) and takes its “tine” 
directly from him, Indeed it is commonly believed that the French have 
been subsidizing al-Hoda. Anti-French Arab-Americans in New York are in- 
clined to think that the rapidity of events in Lebanon caught ol-Hoda by 
surprise; hence (they say) #l-fodo’s first contradictory reactions and 
its failure to adopt its tine until instructions were received from the 
New York Delegation of the French. Only in this way can the non-separa— 
tist Arab-Americans understand how ol-Hode could accuse the elected, 
President of Lebanon of disloyalty to the Constitution and claim that the 
French in their actions have supported that Constitution. And only in 
such a way can they understand how al-Hoca could go So fa as to support 
the Government of Emile Edde vhom M. Helleu in this crisis installed as 


ne com etmen 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
a eee tena seamaster nar ratuinin emrhntomasincanbonriavriin cae ec ee ere mmm es 


CONFIDENTIAL 


sae eee: ee een ene eens 


30 HOVEMBER 1983, 8 _ RE BER B-i18 
Pres ident of Lebanon and whom all the other Arabic-language newspapers 
in the United States densuce as a “quisling. * 

A less hostits explanation attributes al-Zoda’s policy to real con- 
cern for the future of Lebanon as a separate, independent state. Mokarzel, 
according to this view, fears that if complete independence is granted 
now, the Government under President Khoury and Premier Solh will allow the 
country to be absorbed in an Arab federation in which freedom of religious 


worship will ultimately be lost to the Christian Arabs of Lebanon. 
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cB REPORT J sae 
SUBJECT: Syrians and Lebanons 
PLACE: Detroit, Michigan 


DATEs December 15th, 1943 
bl 


ay talked to PHILIP ALEXANDER in Detroit, who was born in America of 
Syrian parentage, and who is quite active among the Syrians in Detroit. He 
claims there are 45,300 Syrians of Lebanon descent living in Detroit. He 
split the numbers: 35% immigrants and 65% first generation Americans. He 
claims that up until recently they controlled the grocery trade in Detroit. 
Now their occupations are diversified - quite a few are in the tool and die 
industry, creemery business, end other lines. 


As to their religion, the Marighites have the St. Maron's Church, 


' of which FATHER OBDOO is pastor. This, church also has a Roman Catholic school 
| 


attached to it. NOTE: He claims that the Syrian catholic priests up to 50 
years ago were a privileged group, they were allowed to marry for the reason 
because Syriens marry very young and it was very difficult to find a young 
men of 18 years to study for the priesthood who was not married. At present 
their priests are not permitted to be married as are not the other Roman Cathe 
lic priests. He claims that about 50% of all Syrians in Detroit follow the 
Marianite religion. 


The Kelchites have "Our Lady of Redemption" Church of which FATHER 


| RIASHI is pastor. Mr. Alexander claims the Melchites are closer to the Roman 


Catholic Church than the Marianites are because they were always under Rome, 


. and they represent about 15% of the Syrians in Detroit. 


He claims the Druza has a very small group in Detroit and to his 
knowledge they have no religious affiliation in Detroit. 

The Eastern Orthedcx and the Greek Orthodox have the St. George's 
Church with FATHER HOFIZ as pastor. They are under METROPOLITAN M MICHAEL who . 


is called the Metropolitan Archmandrite. He in turn belongs to the Patriarch 


in Antioch. Metropolitan Michael was formerly a priest in Detroit end now 


| Pesides in New York City. ANTHONY SASHARA, a prominent attorney in Detroit, 
is active in this group. OD 


The Moslems at one time had a Mosque in Highland Park, Michigan but 
because their religious rituals caused a greal deal of disturbance in the 


raighborhood, the neighbors took an injunction against them and they are now 
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| 
| quite inactive. As to the territories where the Arabs in Detroit came from, 
Mr. Alexander divided them as follows: 25,000 from Lebanon; 15,000 from 
Syria; 400 to 500 from Palestine; 1,000 from Transjordan; 400 to 500 from 
Arabia; and 100 from Egypt. He claims that the Syrians and Lebanons get 
along very nicely together in Detroit and that there is not much trouble 
between then. 
2} 
Mr. Alexander is also president of the Mid-West Federation rs) 
American Syrien and Léfenon Clubs, the executive offices of which are in | 
enero ceil REISER AO RANE AD 
Indianapolis. He cleims five groups belong to the Mid-West Federation: 
(1) Young Men's Original Syrian Club, Inc. All members of this cTib with 
exception of two are in the Armed Forces. (2) Club Nobke ~ all members of 
this club are in the Armed Forces. (3) Pan-Syrien Girls Club. (4) Damascen 
Brotherhood - consists mostly of people from Damascus and they have their ow 


hall on the east side in Detroit, know as the Damascus Brotherhood Hall. 


(5) Young Men's Progressive Club. According to Alexander the Mid-West Feder- 


ican Syrian and Lebanon Clubs, a Southern Federation, end Far Western Federa- 
tion, and steps are being taken to consolidate all those Federations into one 
national organization. 
NEWSPAPERS s 

One paper is knowm as "Ad Daleel" uihe Guide) of which SHUKI 


RAYESS is editor, 4478 Cass Avenue, Dotrott, ‘and ¢ another is "Ad Saveh" whose 
editor is JOSEPH KAHWAJU. 


If you recall, it is rumored that the League of Arabs in 
America for Defense of Democracy recently organized is using this "Ad Saveh" 
newspaper as its official orgen. I did not have an opportunity to investigate 
thia organization as yet. 
POLITICAL VIEWS: 

Alexender claims the Arabs in Detroit did not take a positive 
stand in the French- Lebanon trouble. He claims the Orthodox group is anti- 
. French; that the Marfeni tes are oro-French. However that many Marisnites would 
rather see a free and inaependant Lebanon, not controlled by France or anybody 


else. He told mo there are now 50,000 Jews in Lebanon who are refugees and 
the Marianites fear the combination of Jews, Orthodox and Moslems who might 


‘| 
! 
| 
ation comprises fourteen states. ‘There is also an Easter Federation of Aner- 
t 
: 
| 
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get control of the country. The Marienites have always controlled Lebanon. 
Alexander cleins there are only a million and a half Arabs in Lebanon. He 
told ue there are quite a few people in Detroit who do not want to be knom 
as Syrians, but only as Lebanons. 

As to Syria, Alexender claims 90% of the Syrians abroad are 
Moslems and that most of the Syrians living in Detroit are Christians and they 
feel anything they night do will not alter the situation in Syria and not in- 
fluence to any great extent the politics in Syria and they will always romain 
a minority, therefore they are not greatly disturbed about what is going on 
in Syria. 

Alexander claims those Syrians do not spend much money \» 
influence public opinion in America, however they do have political discus- 
sions about the future of Syria. He also claims the Syrians in Detroit, 
nentloalari? the younger generation, are well Americanized. It is his clain 
there are about three and a quarter million Arabs in America, and their lar- 


gest colony is in New York, Dayton, Wilkes-Barre, Scranton, Boston and sur- 


rounding towns like Wooster and Quincy. In Ohio, they are centered in Youngs= 
town, Canton, Cincinnati, Toledo, Akron and vicinity. 

Notwithstending that Alexander claims the latest trouble | 
in Lebanon did not have any effect on the Syrians, he personally wrvte a 
letter to the President of the United States which reads as follows: 


"Dear Mr. Presidents 

Permitting time to elapse in order to fore- 
go a resh request and allow the mutual course of events to 
solve the problem of the Republic of Lebanon, caused me to 
hesitate in adding to your present burdens unnecessarily. The 
needless shedding of blood of people who gave their all to the 
Allied cause, prompts me to add our voice to the plea of a nation 
for the right and privilege of independent living. 


When the attack comes from a source who so 
recently were similarly treated, its unjustness becomes more 
glaring (he was referring io France.) It is the hope of the 
writer that you will find it possible to urge the powers respon- 
sible for causing the turbulency to desist in the interests of 
humanity end a solid united front for a worthy Allied cause." 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


To: Mr. Carl W. Blegen 


From: Richazvd V. Lindabury oe Py. 


i S 


Subject: Interview with Dr. Moshe pore Reker 29, 1943 


Dr. Perlmann's name came to me through Columbia channels 
as that of a possible Arabic reader. I was told that he had been 
employed by Zionist organizations to furnish them with summaries 
of the Arabic press, and that he might therefore find it convenient 
to pass copies of these summaries on to us. In his conversation 
with me he did not speak of any connection with Zionists, but he 
appeared to be willing to let us have reports on the papers. 

From his conversation I should judge that he is a well 
informed and rather astute observer of Arab politics. If he is 
as good as his word in furnishing weekly readings, you should 
have valuable material before long. 

Dr. Perlmann regards alcHoda as far the best Arabic 
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sg } 
paper, with AI-Bayan in second place. The alleged dereliction of 
Al-Akhlak from the French camp (of which Faris made a dramatic 
story, you will remember) has not impressed Perlmann. He attaches 
29 


no importance whatever to Al-Akhlak, which he dismissed as a mere 


Cn ee ee 
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"church paper." 
There is no real issue, Dr. Perlmann thinks, between pro- 
French and anti-French Lebanese in America. The distinction seems 


to him meaningless. Until very recent days he believes that most 


Lebanese wanted to see the independence of their homeland established 


[oss —— | 
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but were content to wait until after the war to press the matter, 


confident that their hopes would be realized. He believes that the 
real issue is the pan-Arab movement, and he intimated that the 
anti-French agitation of recent date had been encouraged if not 
prompted by forces interested in an Arab federation. 

In veloping the above thesis, Dr. Perlmann pointed to the . 
results of the recent Lebanese elections. It was recognized, he said, 
that many voters had changed their political opinion at the eleventh 
hour, and it is generally pelieved in Arab circles that the change 
was in harmony with supposed Allied preferences. By tAllied," Dr. 
Perlmann interjected, he meant "British." When I observed that this 


was a line that one might expect Al-Hoda to take, he replied that it 


was not restricted to Al-Hoda. He did not expatiate on his own impli- a 


cation that the pan-Arab movement had British support. 

The normal attitude of the Lebanese to Arab federation 
schemes is hostile, Dr. Perlmann asserted. The Christians, whom he 
estimated at about 55% of the population, fear Moslem domination. 
Although divided among themselves, they may be expected to unite in 
a crisis, as recently they united against a "Mohammedan front" com~ 
posed of Moslems and Druses. The declaration of Prince Faisal posing 
the Mohammedan religion as the foundation of the Arab State will 
confirm their fears and strengthen separatist tendencies. Even the 
Moslems of Lebanon, Dr. Perlmann observed, are little inclined to 
favor the pan-Arab movement, since they now enjoy a certain import- 
ance in a small state,which would be swallowed up in a large feder- 


ation. 
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(Note: Dr. Perlmann's attitude brings the interest- 


ing thought to mind that though the Lebanese minorities may 


have reason to fear a pan-Arab federation, the Zionists may 


have reason to fear it more. R.V.L.) 
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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES 


MEMORANDUM BY THE FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
T 0 THE DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


NuMBER 167 10 January 1944 


THE ARABIC-LANGUAGE PRESS IN THE UNITED STATES 


The Arabic-language newspapers in the United 
States, it is estimated, are read by one-fourth to 
one-half of the Arab-American community. Some of 
them also reach readers in Latin America. Their 
political sentiments are guided by regional and re- 
ligious differences obtaining in the Arab home- 
lands. For purposes of this survey, therefore, Arabic- 
language publications in the United States are di- 
vided into four main categories: Lebanese-Maronite 
(al-Heda, al-Akhlak), Lebanese-Orthodox (al-Is- 
laah), Syrian-Orthodox (Meraat-ul-Gharb, as-Sa- 
meer, as-Sayeh), and Syrian-Druse-Moslem (al- 
Bayan). 


| SOME students of present-day Arab culture assert that the Arabic- 
language press in the United States has had a noticeable impact on 
the Arab homelands, having played an especially important assisting 
role in the creation of modern Arabic literature as it emerged from its 
classical traditions into a contemporary form. However that may be, no 
one can gainsay the influence of the Arabic-language press upon the 
life and development of the Arab-American community in this coun- 
try. Several of the newspapers currently appearing can point to long 
records, almost coeval with that of the migration itself; on the other 
hand, there have been many journals which survived only a short 
time. Few have large circulations; but most are read far more widely 
than their subscription lists might seem to indicate. At present nine 
Arabic-language newspapers deserving of mention are being published 
in this country, seven in New York and two in Detroit; and there are 
also two English-language periodicals for Arab-Americans printed 
in Indianapolis and Boston respectively. 
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According to the Census of 1940 there were in the United 
The Community States 107,420 persons who reported Arabic as the prin- 

cipal language spoken in the home in earliest childhood, 
including 50,740 born in Arab lands. Arab-Americans consider these figures 
far too low, and believe that their community numbers at a minimum 160,000, 
and is more probably in excess of 200,000; and they have evidence in support of 
their views. They often call themselves and are generally known as Syrian- 
Americans, the vast majority (from 80 to 90 per cent) having come originally 
from the province known as Syria, under Turkish sovereignty up to the end of 
the First World War. With reference to the new states more recently established 
in that region under the French Mandate, Syrian-Americans tracing their 
origin to the territory now included in the Republic of Lebanon are estimated 
to outnumber those whose connections are with the Republic of Syria in the 
proportion of 7 to 1. Other Arab-Americans have kin in, or came from Pales- 
tine, Transjordan, Iraq, Egypt, and North Africa, in that order. Very few 
came from Arabia itself. 

In the United States the community is scattered across the country from 
coast to coast, but almost exclusively in urban settlements. Arab-Americans 
are congregated in greatest numbers in the states of New York, Michigan, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and California in that order, and more 
particularly in large cities like New York, Detroit, Boston, and Chicago. They 
have prospered as proprietors of fruit and grocery stores, restaurants, as 
merchants of dry goods, notions, and rugs, and as manufacturers and dealers 
in linens, lace, and lingerie. Recently an increasing number have also been 
entering the professions. 

The newspapers published in New York find their reading public through- 
out the country. The total circulation claimed is 13,000; but if one calculates 
that on the average four readers see each copy — an estimate believed by some 
sources to be very conservative — it would mean that nearly one-half of those 
recorded by the Census as knowing the Arabic language and perhaps more 
than one-fourth of the entire Arab-American community are ultimately 
reached. 

The community is by no means a compact and united group; on the con- 
trary it is cut up by divisions, some of a relatively minor nature based on 
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regional distinctions of crigin, some of much more serious character springing 
from religious differences. Since the latter directly influence the community’s 
views on political questions, an understanding of these religious differences 
must precede any attempt to classify the newspapers on the basis of politics. 

It is estimated that nine-tenths of the Arab-Americansin the United States 
are Christians, the great majority being Maronites who, under their own rite 
and Patriarch, recognize the supreme authority of the Pope in Rome. A sub- 
stantial minority, constituting perhaps 40 per cent of the Christian element 
adheres to the Eastern Orthodox faith, comprising the Syrian Antiochian 
Orthodox Archdiocese of New York and all North America which, under Arch- 
bishop Anthony Bashir whose see is in Brooklyn, acknowledges the ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Antioch. The Melchites, members of a 
Syrian sect which long ago seceded from the Orthodox Church and affiliated 
itself under its own rite and special terms with Rome, are also represented in 
the Arab-American community, but in insignificant numbers. 

Among the non-Christians composing one-tenth of the community, Mos- 
lems, who themselves fall into two different sects, are perhaps three times as 
numerous as the Druses, who have a peculiar cult of their own. Both these 
religious groups, Moslems and Druses, are concentrated mainly in Detroit. 

The Arabic-language press which serves this community fairly well repre- 
sents the various divisions and their characteristic political sentiments. Ac- 
cording to religious, regional, and political criteria, these newspapers must 
be considered in four categories: Lebanese-Maronite, Lebanese-Orthodox, 
Syrian-Orthodox, and Syrian-Druse-Moslem. 

Two newspapers belong to this group, namely al-Hoda 
Lebanese-Maronite: and al-Akhlak, which do not see eye to eye on all ques- 
al-Hoda, al-Akhlak tions, but agree fundamentally in a desire to see Leba- 

non ultimately a free and independent republic safe- 
guarded from absorption in an Arab union. 

Al-Hoda (Guidance), now in its forty-sixth year, is the oldest existing 
Arabic-language newspaper in the United States. With a subscription list of 
some 5,000, it surpasses by a wide margin in this respect all its competitors. 
Published at 55 Washington Street, New York, daily except Sundays and holi- 
days, it is of standard American newspaper size, usually containing six pages, 
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with numerous illustrations and a comic strip. Subscription price is twelve 
dollars per year. Tis publisher and editor, Salloum Mokarzel, who is president 
of the Lebanon League of Progress, is one of the best known members of the 
Arab-American community, and a participant in many controversies. 

l-Hdda offers the widest coverage of news available to readers of Arabic 
in the United States. As a political journal it has regularly employed a some- 
what personal and abusive language in dealing with its opponents, but it has 
also carried numerous articles of considerable literary merit, the influence of 
which has been widely felt in the Lebanese homeland. 

Consistent in its political views, al-Hoda has been the ardent champion 
in the United States of the Lebanese separatist movement; its aim has been 
eventual creation of a sovereign state of Lebanon, free to govern itself and to 
settle its own affairs, subject neither to European Powers nor to an Arab union 
or federation. For the ultimate achievement of this aim al-Hoda has con- 
sistently supported the French Mandate and has maintained a Francophile 
stand, regarding French aid as indispensable to preserve predominantly 
Christian Lebanon from being swallowed in a union of Moslem Arab states. 
The strongly pro-French attitude of the paper has greatly offended Arab- 
American advocates of the Arab nationalist cause who have showered al-Hoda 
with abuse and have of late repeatedly charged its editor with being in the 
pay of the Fighting French. 

Al-Hoda has had a wide distribution in Latin American countries where 
groups of ae origin are strong. 

Al-Akhlak (Character), published in New York at 59 Washington Street 
on Tuesdays Tuesdays and Fridays, was founded in 1916 as a magazine but was later 
changed into a newspaper. J. G. Raphael is the present publisher and editor. 
The paper is similar to al-Hoda in size and usually consists of four pages. Its 
subscription rate is six dollars a year, and its circulation is said to be only 
about 500 copies. 

A liberal newspaper, al-Akhlak advocates essentially the same views re- 
garding Lebanese independence as al-Hoda; it differs with the latter journal 
only on some matters of detail. Al-Akhlak was apparently established to repre- 
sent a dissident faction among Lebanese-American Maronites who were dis- 
satisfied with the leadership of the late Naoum Mokarzel, founder of al-Hoda. 
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In recent months al-Akhlak has been far more critical of the French Mandate 
than has al-Hoda, though somewhat inclined to blame subordinates rather 
than General de Gaulle and other high French officials for the unpleasant 
events in Lebanon. 
Orthodox Christians of Lebanese descent in the United 
Lebanese-Orthodox: States have a single newspaper as their spokesman, 
al-Islaah 4 \ al-Islaah (Reform) of New York, which is now in its 
fifth year. Published and edited by Fozi Braidy, with 
offices at 216 West 18th Street, it appears on Tuesdays and Fridays. It usually 
consists of four standard-size pages; subscription rates are six dollars a year 
and the paper claims a circulation of about 1,000. No less than al-Hoda and 
al-Akhlak, the Orthodox al-Islaah has voiced a desire for Lebanese independ- 
ence. But it has been more severe in its criticism of the French and, unlike 
the two Maronite papers, has been inclined not to fear that the freedom of 
worship of the Lebanese Christians would be endangered through Lebanon’s 
adherence to a predominantly Moslem federation of Arab states. 
The three important newspapers of this group are 
Syrian-Orthodoz: published in the New York area: the Meraat-ul- 
meraat-ul-Gharb, as- | Gharb, as-Sameer, and as-Sayeh. In Detroit two mi- 
sameer, as-Sayeh nor journals, al-Ettehad and as-Sayeh, also express a 
Syrian-Orthodox view. 

Meraat-ul-Gharb, (Mirror of the West) , founded in 1899 by the late Najeepn 
Diab, is the second oldest Arabic-language journal currently being published 
in the United States. Formerly a daily, it now appears three times a week, on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Angelina N. Diab is owner and publisher, 
and the present editor is Fred G. Ghusn, with offices at 80 Washington Street, 
New York. Meraat-ul-Gharb is issued in standard size, usually in eight pages 
with some illustrations. Subscription rates are ten dollars a year and the 
circulation is estimated at 2,000 copies. 

SN Meraat-ul-Gharb was established as an organ for moderate opposition to 
the strictly Lebanese policy of the Maronite al-Hoda. Its own views, originally 
Pan-Syrian, have recently tended to swing toward Pan-Arabism. It has been 
at all times nationalistic, which in the minds of its readers has meant that it 
opposes the Lebanese separatist movement and stands for a wider Arab union. 
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It has won the reputation of being the most liberal newspaper in the United 
States for Syrians and Lebanese, and it is commonly regarded as the leading 
Arabic-language publication of this country in literary standards. The editor 
is considered a fine stylist, the best in his field today. 

In its final judgment concerning the recent events in Lebanon, through 
which the Lebanese sought to throw off the French Mandate,* Meraat-ul- 
Gharb has come out squarely in commendation of the Maronite Patriarch, 
quoting in tull the text of his ringing call for complete independence of Leba- 
non, unfettered by the French Mandate and not bound in an Arab federation. 
In view of the Meraat’s past record, however, it may be doubted that it approved 
without reservation the Patriarch’s plea for a Lebanon outside the Arab feder- 
ation; the editor did not venture to omit that part of the hierarch’s declaration, 
but he refrained from commenting on it. 

As-Sameer (Entertainer) is a daily published at 109 Atlantic Avenue, 
Brooklyn. Established originally as a magazine, it was remodeled as a news- 
paper which is believed to have a current circulation of some 2,500 copies. Its 
format is similar to that of the papers described above; it generally has four 
pages with occasional illustrations. The subscription rate is ten dollars a year. 

Elia D. Madey, who is the publisher and editor of as-Sameer and who is 
regarded as the foremost Syrian poet in America today, is the son-in-law of 
the founder of Meraat-ul-Gharb. Failing to acquire control of that paper, 
Madey transformed his magazine into a newspaper, the policy of which (it is 
reported) was to oppose both Meraat-ul-Gharb and al-Hoda. Madey has been 
characterized as more of a poet than a journalist. His former chief assistant, 
Fred Ghusn, has recently pee 8 pa editor of Meraat-ul-Gharb. 

Toward al-Hoda, as- eer has been especially bitter. As-Sameer was 
once the unofficial spokesman of of the now quiescent semi-fascist Syrian organi- 
zation called the Syrian Nationalist Party, and it has consistently maintained 
a strongly nationalist stand. The recent crisis in Lebanon roused the editor to 
sarcastic and acrid invective against France with a particularly furious show 
of resentment because Senegalese troops were used in suppressing the Leban- 
ese people. As-Sameer is known for its vigorous race prejudice which has 


* See FN Number B-118 of 30 November 1943. 
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received expression in some of Madey’s poems. Before the recent controversy 
flared up in Lebanon, as-Sameer ardently advocated that the United States 
take over the Mandate in Syria and Lebanon. 

: AA As-Sayeh_ (Traveler), now in its thirty-first year, is a semi-weekly paper 
published every Monday and Thursday at 303 Fifth Avenue, New York. A 
tabloid with 12 pages, some cartoons and pictures, it charges its subscribers 
six dollars a year and claims a circulation of about 1,000. A. A. Haddad is the 
founder and publisher and the present editor-in-chief is N. A. Haddad. As- 
_ Sayeh has consistently sponsored the movement for Arab unity, insisting on 
the inclusion of Lebanon in any Arab federation that might be formed. The 
recent troubles in Lebanon gave it a fresh occasion to present its arguments on 
this question. The paper has obtained in some circles a high reputation for 
literary merit, and it was at one time the official organ of the Pen League, 
founded by the late G. K. Gibran. 

Also representing the Syrian Orthodox view and advocating Arab national- 
ism are two newspapers published in Detroit, which enjoy little more than local 
circulation anc: influence. In the East neither one is regarded as of high literary 
or journalistic standing. 

Al-Ettehad (Union) is edited by Joseph E. Youakim, 132 E. Larned Street, 
Detroit, and issued weekly on Thursdays. It is a small tabloid of four pages 
and has a subscription rate of five dollars a year. It claims to have been estab- 
lished 10 June 1911, but since the current issues are labeled as belonging to 
Volume 15, publication evidently has not been continuous. Its circulation is 
in the neighborhood of 700 copies. 

As-Sabah (translated on the masthead as Morning Tribune) is a “Leban- 
ese-Syrian weekly,” published and edited by Joseph S. Kahwajy, at 533 Orleans 
Street, Detroit. Its format is that of an outsize tabloid of eight pages; the sub- 
scription rate is five dollars a year and the circulation is said to be less than 
1,000 copies. 

Arab-Americans of the Druse sect are represented 
Syrian-Druse-Moslem: by a single paper, al-Bayan, which serves also as 
al-Bayan the voice of the Syrian-American Moslems in this 
country. Al-Bayan (Expositor) , published on Tues- 
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 107 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, is a news- 
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paper of standard format, consisting usually of four pages. The subscription 
rate is eight dollars a year and the circulation is estimated at 1,000 copies. The 
proprietor and managing editor is Ameen David of Washington, D.C., whose 
brother, Said David, is business manager. Al-Bayan was founded in 1910 by — 
the late Suleiman Baddour, a Druse leader in this country; it became the 
organ of the Moslems as well as the Druses. Certain Moslems tried to oust Bad- 
dour, and, failing that, to publish a Faeae paper of their own; but the 
venture was not a success. 

3.1 Al-Bayan is the most ardent ener publication in the United States, 
and in the past it has tended to be Pan-Islamic. Before the war it was believed 
to be under the influence of a Moslem leader, Emin Shakib Arslan, said to be 
a fascist-minded Axis sympathizer. Because of its extremist views al-Bayan 
opposed the Arab National League or damned it with faint praise, although it 
should logically have been the organ of the League, which worked ardently 
for Arab unity until it disbanded in May 1941. Strongly anti-British in the 
early phases of the war, the paper has swung around considerably in the other 
direction; and following the settlement of the recent disorders in Lebanon 
al-Bayan now finds substantial community of interests between Arabs and the 
British. Like Meraat-ul-Gharb, al-Bayan published the full text of the Maron- 
ite Patriarch’s appeal for unrestricted Lebanese independence, not omitting 
the final stipulation against Lebanon’s inclusion in an Arab federation. 

The Arabic-language press of the United States frequently 
nssential Unity indulges in noisy controversy. Hostilities between papers 
of the Press of opposing views, however, have been inspired largely by 

the clashing rivalries and personalities of the publishers 
and editors and by a desire to increase circulation through sensational journal- 
ism. The only really fundamental divergence of views has centered about the 
question of Arab union or federation. Most Maronite Christians and some 
Orthodox have resolutely opposed any and all plans providing for the inclusion 
of Lebanon in such a union through fear that the Christian element, becoming 
a small minority in a large federated Moslem complex, might be engulfed and 
lose its religious freedom. From this issue springs the passionate strife which 
has filled the columns of al-Hoda, championing the cause of Lebanese indepen- 
dence, on the one hand, and of as-Sameer and the other supporters of Arab 
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federation on the other, with abusive, not to say scurrilous, attacks and 
counter-attacks. 

On almost all other questions the Arabic-language press has exhibited 
essential agreement of thought. All papers without exception have taken a 
stand for the ultimate liberation of the Arab states, their emancipation from 
mandates and from domination by foreign powers, their right to self-determi- 
nation and their own sovereignty. All have fought with greater or less intensity 
the Zionist project for the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. All 
have desired closer relations between the United States and the Arab world 
and have sought to stimulate greater interest and understanding on the part 
of Americans in helping to solve some of the problems of the Middle East. 

The Arabic newspapers of New York have a good many 
Connections with readers in Latin America; but the movement is not all in 
Latin America one direction. Arabic publications from South and Central 

America also reach New York, and are frequently quoted 
or summarized in the corresponding North American press. 

At least one daily and four weeklies are published by the Arabic-speaking 
groups in Argentina, all at Buenos Aires; a weekly has been issued for a dozen 
years in Santiago, Chile; two weeklies have been appearing in Mexico City, one 
founded in 1936 and the other but a short time ago; and a new weekly has 
recently been founded in Havana, Cuba. The latter, Sautuchark, (Voice of the 
East) as well as al-Islaah (Reform) of Santiago, Chile, are fanatical supporters 
of the exiled Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husayni. Voicing the most 
extreme Arab nationalist aspirations, they have savagely assailed the separatist 
stand of Mokarzel and the New York al-Hoda. Both these nationalist papers 
have exhibited an openly pro-Axis bias. Another strong but less openly pro- 
Nazi paper is al-Istiklal (Independence) of Buenos Aires. 

All the Arabic-language publications of Buenos Aires signed a telegram 
_ recently sent to Nahas Pasha, Prime Minister of Egypt, thanking the Egyptian 
Government for its stand in favor of Lebanese independence from the French 
Mandate. 
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e spoke to the first Syrian settler of Cleveland, who said she came 
here about 1890. According to her there are about four or five thousand 
Syrians and Lebanons in Cleveland, engaged mainly in commerce. The Melchites 
have a church here and so do the Orthodox. 

According to my informant, the majority of immigrants came to Ameri- 
ca because of economic necessity. That the first settler in Ohio came to 
Toledo about 60 years ago. My informant herself is a graduate of the Americ 
College in Beirut. She stated most of the settler in Ohio in the beginning 


peddled religious articles and costume jewelry. She claims the largest colon 


of Syrians is in New York, then Detroit, Cleveland, and Toledo. In Cleveland 


they are engaged in grocery, linens, and the liquor business. 

As to their political outlook, the Marianites, Orthodox, and Mel- 
chites are united in Cleveland. This is not true in other cities. The major 
ity of the Lebanons and Marianites are Catholics and are under the jurisdic~ 
tion of the Bishop in this diocese and belong to the Vatican. 

She further stated there are about 250 families who belong to the 
Melchites and about 150 to the Orthodox group; that the Druz and the Protes- 
tants have a very small grour in Cleveland. That the Melchites politically 
were With the French because the Patriarch AREDA from Bikarcy was for the 
French. Being the Syrians religiously follow their Patriarch, all of them 
voted for the French. However lately the Patriarch changed his mind, and 
therefore they also are for an indepeuwent Syria. 

My informant claims there are very few people from Palestine and 
therefore that question is not discussed among pea leveland. That the 
two most read newspapers in Cleveland are eee Sens by the 
Orthodox (in New York), and the Alt sched by Fozi Braidy in 
New York. That Braidy is a recent immigrant to America and that his father 
was a judge in Lebanon. That his family over there is one of the outstanding 


Lebanon families and that he might be influenced in his writings by what his 


family is saying and doing over there. He is from Zahlieh in Lebanon. 
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In discussing the division between Lebanon and Syria, uy informant 


stated Lebanon is a state of Syria, and the Marianite paper etarted the ques- 
tion of a division between Syria and Lebanon; that the newspaper "Al-Hodath" 
replied, and the trouble started. That " wented to ignore Syria 
and call the whole state "Lebanon" but Aver since France fell, they have. 
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changed their minds and are now for An independent syria. 
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THB SYRIANS OF OKLAHOMA AND TEXAS 


~ v.: © While in Wellington, Texas, I met and talked with Ge ! 


7 Syrian drygoods merchant of that Panhandle town. He told m that he was s born 


in Oklahoma where his father was a leader of “som 10,000 Syrians of that state." 
‘When I expressed my surprise and doubt that there could be so many Syrians in 
Oklahoma, Shadid replied: "Oh yes, I don't exaggerate. Every small town in 
Oklahoma has one or more Syrian merchants. Larger cities have larger colonies." 

He related that it all started with just a few Syrians ‘coming‘there in 
the early 1890s. They made a wonderful living peddling goods from farm to a 
and they wrote back home about it, so other relatives and friends sailed to 
America, too. Later they spread to Texas _gn@wether Southwestern states, but 
most of them are concentrated in Oklahoma. (The Persian peddler in the musical 
comedy Oklahoma’ was apparently changed by the author from a Syrian into a Per- 
sian in order not to offend the Syrians of that state.) Having done well as 
peddlers, but tiring of their itinerant life » they settled in towns in due course 
of time, establishing or buying stores. This rei was an earlier trans- 
ition made by Jews who, é decade or two before the Syrians, had come into Texas 
as farm-to-farm peddlers but soon settled in towns as permanent merchants. 

For Arab Bederation. Shadid told me that most Syrians in the Southwest 
are Orthodox Chri stians, although a very few are Moslems. Of much interest was 
his statement that all of these "10,000 Syrians" consider themselves Arabs and 
are for an Arab federation in the Near East and North Africa. I asked: "Even 
those who are Christians?" 

He replied: "I told you that a majority of us are Christians." 

I persisted: "But in the Near East and North Africa the great majority of 


Arabs are Moslems. Do you realize that such a federation would be an exclusive 


loss. 


[earner 


Moslem affair. Where would your Christian Arabs come in? 

He was calm; “We aren't afraid. We are for an Arab federation but 
with proper safeguards for minorities, either Christian or Jewish. And we will 
get such guarantees for minorities." 

I asked Shadid what organizations are there smong the Syrians of Okla- 
homa. “Any political formations?" . 

‘Herdly, was his response, "they are mostly culturel. But naturally, 
even cultural organizations have political eanings this way or that. 

Admire Russia. Shadid also told me that the Syrians of the Southwest 
admire Russia as an Orthodox Christian nation which has in the past defended 
fellow Christians from the Turks and other Moslems. 

“But Russians are Communists now, and not at all Christians," I seer 
to which he re joined: | 

"Ah, but they are changing, don't you think?. We think so. They have 
reopened churehes and are giving freedom to priests ones more." 

“Are you an Orthodox Christian?" I asked. 

"No, I am an Episcopalian now," he said, then addea: "ln smaller towns, 
| where there are only a few Syrians, we tend to go to one or another of the 
Protestant churches. This is especially true of those of us who, like myself, 
were born in this country. But that doesn't male any difference in our feeling 
for Russia. The Russians are protectors of Syrians as their fellow Orthodox | 


Christians," 


Leader in Oklahoma City. I inquired as to the present leadership of the 


Southwest Syrians. Shadid mentioned the Rev. George Massad of Oklahoma City as 
undoubtedly the foremost leader of his group. Shddid urged me to get in touch 
with the pastor if ever I find myself in that city. ‘He knows all about our 


people in this country." 


I pass this information on to you in hopes that it may be of use in your 


Study of American. Syrians. 
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TO: Mr Malcolm W Davi 
FROM: Henry H Balos \WD x , | 
SUBJECT: Lebanese leader in Qe es ae 
B 


Rt. Rev. Chor-Bishop hen el-Douail : 
457 Shawmut Avenue, B Stem ot . 


He is officially the representative in the ™ S 6f the Maronite 
Patriarch, a monsignior of the Church, and pastor of our Lady of the 
Cedars R C Church in Boston. In 1919 he was secretary to the Patriarch, 
who headed the Lebanese Delegation to the Peace Conferefge, and played 
an important part in the winning of Lebanese litiss antigen Gee 

Msgr Douaihy has been in America since 1920, and is now a citi- | 
zen. He is about 60, a charming and gently impressive person of classic t 
French culture, keenly aware of Near Hast developments. Apparently he 
takes no active part in politics, but he seems to be familiar with the 
movements and eross-currents of his native area. q 

It is his considered opinion that Lebanon will not permit itself | 
to be joined to Syria, despite strong pressure by the Syrian nationalists 
Lebanon is neither Arab nor Moslem, and can have no part in any type of | 
Pan-Arabism. Since the XIIIth century Lebanon has felt kinship with 
France. He himself is descended from a French crusader, as his name 
attests. To abandon France fora British orientation is unthinkable. 

Woy British, I inquired? The various plans for regional and 
general federation in the Near East and Middle East are British-inspired [im 
for British edvanrades While federation can be a good thing, to be good 
it must be soundly based. But internal conditions in the various coun- 


tries are so widely divergent that a functional federation is not 
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possible. Thus only Lebanon is in any real sense democratic. All the 
other countries are ruled by small cliques or by absolute monarchs. 
Only Lebanon has general literacy. The other countries are illiterate j 
to a shocking degree. And only Lebanon is dominantly Christian, with all § 
that that implies. Federation is not yet in view. q 
I pointed out that on the economic level, as well as the polit-~ q 
ical, a strong case could be adduced for joint action among Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq, Trans-Jordan, and Egypt, not to mention other countries 
of the region. But he did not think so. Practical difficulties, he 
insisted, would quickly prove insuperable. 
I raised the military question-- how can small nations, by 
themselves, maintain their integrity in a rapacious world? He put his 
faith in France, in the French fleet, and in world opinion. 
The Syrian nationalists, he said, are dangerously violent 
people. They are largely Mohammedan, though there is nothing Pen-Islemic fam 
about their movement. It is a kind of megalomanic game played by vigor- [i 
‘ous and unprincipvled men. Lebanon has no desire to play this game. | 
The Palestine question, Msgr Douaihy felt, is of slight concern 
to the Lebanese. Personally he sees no harm in letting the Jews take 7 
over. I remarked that the Arabs too had a strong case, in some respects . 
stronger than tmt of the Zionists, and that there were indications 
that they might take things into their own hands and react violenvly. ce 
To the contrary, he thought the Palestinian Arabs were perfectly willing fi 


to welcome all the Jews who cared to come. It was the nationalist dema- 


gogues who were expertly inventing and developing artificial opposition. [i 


And unfortunately the nationalists were to be reckoned with. 
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Similarly the Arabian pipeline was of no great interest. 
Lebanon already had her oil port at Tripoli, and it was hardly likely 

to be affected. 

His attitude toward the French National Committee was altogethe: 
favorable. General Catroux was a statesman who deeply understood the 
complex problems of Lebanon and the Near East. General De Gaulle was 
-gurrounded by good men, and could be trusted. 

Toward the Soviets his attitude was an expressive shrug of 
‘the shoulders. There are no Communists in Lebanon, he said, and the 


country was not likely to have much contact with the USSR. 


Msgr Douaihy is on fairly close terms with Cardinal O*Connell. © 


Several years ago Lebanon bestowed on His Eminenee the Award of Merit.. | 
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From: Henry H Balos (Ute 
Subject: yrian leadershin 
Attachment: Photostat of ¢T' ian National Party-- Its Principles 
reehwe “(political credo and Party Oath) 
7 “<p 2 3 
Resell he course of a large number of conversations with Syrians 


of all classes, the following four names were mentioned most frequently 


as politically important: 1) Dr Fakhri Maluf; 2) Mr Faris S Malouf; 3) 


Mr Michel Abourjaily; and 4) Rev Shibly D Malouf. I nave talked several [Ml 


times with all of them. | 
q 


I. MR FARIS 6, MALOUF, 75 Tremont °t, Boston. Today at last he 


unbuttoned. He is a successful lawyer, and for many years*he has been 


ge a, 
the best-known Syrian figure in New England, segtel BY Mirtucntiel in 


local and state politics. On 16 Febru fe ade an impressive appear- 
ance before the House Foreign rei pts Gouittee to oppose the lifting 


of restrictions on Jewish aim Brat‘on to Palestine. 


He told me today after several previous evasions that Dr Fakhri [im 


Maluf is the sole U S representative of the Syrian Nationalist Party, or ba 


more specifically, of its leader, now an exile in Argentina; that he 

(Mr Malouf) has been solicited for membership in the Party, and that he 

has refused it as incompatible with U S citizenship; that Dr Maluf is a4 
registered foreign agent under F AR A; that to his knowledge no promi- 

nent Syrians have accepted membership and probably very few others; that 
Dr Maluf was fairly diligent but not really aggressive in soliciting 


Party membership, to his knowledge; and that, as his friend, he was in 


OSS , 
REPU MTT ALT. 
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& position to say with considerable assurance that Dr Maluf had had no 
recent contact with the central figure in Argentina. 
His own objection to membership was that, legalisms aside, 
it would mean putting himself under the binding orders or an absolutist 
organization, in pure Nazi style. Even granted that the aims of the 
organization were good, the unlimited power of the leader, the unthink- 
ing obedience demanded, and the possibly doubtful methods which might 
be required, all made membership for him impossible. He had reached his 
decision only after the most careful thought, aware that his joining 
would mean several hundred other members too. 
At this point I asked for details of the Party's program and 
organization. Mr Malouf took from his pocket a dog-eared yellow folder, 
and after some hesitation handed it to me. I persuaded him to let me 


take it back to the office to copy. He insisted on getting it back by 


the following morning. "I really shouldn't let it out of my possession," a 


he said, but he would not explain himself. The attached photostats are 
twice the size of the original. 

In Mr Malouf's opinion the young man has large potentialities. 
At the moment he suffers under some personal handicaps which he may out- 
grow. He is too deeply religious, and too immersed in academic philos- 
ophy, to be a really good leader. His understanding is wholly theoret- 
ical. He has no contact with grass roots opinion. He has in fact shown 
no talent for dealing with more than one person at a time, and him he 
overwhelms with charm and brilliance. He is 4 prodigious worker, a 


scintillating mind, but he lacks the touch of earth, the feeling for 
practicality, which a mass leader must have. Nevertheless, said Mr 
Malouf, it would not surprise him if Dr Maluf emerged eventually as 
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head of his nation. Everyone who has met him, said Mr Malouf, feels 
the same way. 


jul 
Ir. DR FAKHRI MALUF, 24 DeWolf St, Cambridge 38, Mass. He has 


been in this country since about 1938 or '39. He seems to be in his 
late twenties, a little below average height, with a tendency toward 
plumpness. Daily he commutes to Worcester, where he teaches physics 
and mathematics at Holy Cross College. He has just received his doctor- 
ate from Harvard. A devout Roman Catholic, he gives his Tuesday even- 
ings to free lectures on philosophy for informal groups of Catholics 
meeting in St Benedict's Hall, 23 Arrow St, Cambridge, maintained by 
St Paul's R C Church as an adult education center. One of his particu- 
lar friends is Fr Leonard Feeney of Weston College, the well-known 
Jesuit author. As to his personality, I agree with the opinion of Mr 
Malouf (vide supra). In conversation he is at once animated and vague. 
He is allusive rather than incisive, except on basic questions. He does 
not refer to himself at the Nationalist leader and representative here, 
but says that because he has come so recently from Syria many Syrians 
look to him for their opinions on homeland politics. | 

TIT. MR MICHEL ABOURJAILY, 216 Harrison Av, Boston. A citizen 
end long-time resident, ne. Cane @ one-man printing shop in a Syrian 
district. On several occasions I have observed that he does little 
work in his shop. He says that he earns part of his living soliciting 
advertising for foreign-language papers and radio programs. He is a 
typical "political"-- intelligent, obsessed, somewhat cynical, a little 
erratic. I have the impression that he is a Party member. 


IV. REV SHIBLY D MALOUF, Church of All Nations, 85 Shawmut 


| Mr Malcolm W Davis HHB-34 
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Av, Boston. The church ia a part of the case work department of the 
Morgan Memorial, a civilian rehabilitation charity organization. He 
also is intelligent and articulate, and active politically among 
lower-class Syrians. From the nuances of his comments on Dr Maluf it 
appears that he does not quite accept the infallible leadership of the 
young man, though he voiced no specific difference of opinion, in fact 


denying that any existed. 


The Syrians of Boston, then, fall into two groups: the 
Nationalist Party, consisting of Dr Maluf and his secret membership, 
if any; and the generality of Syrians who shy away from such a secret 
society. There is no ideological gulf between them at present. 


A summary of political opinion will follow shortly. 
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THE REFORM PRINCIPLES 


1. Separation of church from state. 


2. Prohibition of clergy- froin teererenwe in all 
political and judicial matters of national concern. 


3. Removal of all barriers between the different _ 
sects. 


4. The abolishment of feudalism, the organization 
of national economy on the basis of production, | the 


security of the rights of labor, and the protection of ..-: 


the interests of the nation and of the staté. 


9. The creaticn of a strong army: which will have 
an effective role in defending the country and: . 
termining national destiny. 7 oo 


THE AIM 
>-1. The aim of the Syrian National Party is the: 
ereation of a Syrian national revival which will rea- 
lize its principles and revivify the’ nation, and the 
establishment of a movemenit; which will lead to the © 
complete independence of the Syrian nation, to the ~ 
affirmation of its sovereignty, the: ‘protection of its in- 
terests ance the raising of its standard of living; and — 
the endeavor for the formation of an Arab front. 


QUESTIONS FOR THE APPLICANT 


1. Do you believe in’ these principles funy and 
resolutely? 
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neither | by speaking, nor writing, nor 


cote 


* -dpawing, nor any other means, that I promfise to per- 


‘fanny, m all ‘that may be” re pired | of me (in ‘So far as it 
ades "not conflict’ with the a “of the Un fed States), 
‘that I shall be alwaysWaillig@ht in deffinding the 


ce 


| _ causesof the party and if supporting the be of its 


"* Leader, tliat Tyshall alwai’s be ready to. 


; py a 
Ww ithin my means :to any. Spiow amember Wh ep 


“need of it, and ° that i 


duties with promptness and exactitude: I. ‘ swear | : ; 
(or affirm). ss a 
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THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


1, ‘Syria is for the Syrians ang the Syrians are a 
complete nation. : 


the. Syrian cause is a national cause which 
stands by itself independent of any other cause. 


3: fine, Syrian cause is the cause of the Syrian na- 
f 9 : “and, ‘its country. 


~ 


oY P the Syvian gation ‘is ‘the ‘unity of Syrian people 
whiek. was developed through a long history dating 
back to the prehistoric. mee 


fy The Syrian country is that. geographic forma- 

, on ta which ‘the. Syrian nation | was formed. The 
natant geographic barriers render Syria a country 
distinctly ‘separate and independent’ from any other 
. country. Tt ‘extends from the Taurus range in the 
‘north to the suéz canal in the south including the 
Sinai Peninsula ‘and the gulf of Akaba, and from the 
Syrian sea in: the west to the Syrian desert in the 
east tintil its junction with the Tigris.. 


6. The eyrian nation is one social entity. 


des The Syrian national movement seeks inspiration 
from the talents. and genius of the Syiran nation and 
from its: national and ‘pdlitical history... 


‘ 


S. Syria’ 8 interests are above all interests. 
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a ee Boston, Mass 
TO: Mr Malcolm W Davis = oo DATE: 17 March 1944 


FROM: Henry H Balos (\yto2 op 2 
SUBJECT: Syrian opinion in Bostomy 


These opinions are summarized from conversations with the 
four local leaders mentioned in HHB-54 and with a number of other re- 
presentative Syrians of varying levels. 

DEFINITION OF SYRIAN TERRITORY: All agree that Syria properiy 
includes the area from Turkey down to the Al-Arish of Egypt, and from 
the Mediterranean to and including the Syrian Desert. Thus Lebanon, 
Trans-Jordan, and Palestine are integral parts of Syria. Throughout 
this area the stock is Semitic, the languages are close cognates, and 
the cultural levels are rapidly equalizing. As to the religious complex- 
ity, centuries of placid history prove that no difficulties need be 
anticipated. Though Syria is largely Moslem, contemporary Moslem educa- 
tion is at a high level, differing in no wis« froi Christian except of 
course in religious matters. Tue western world must learn that voday's 
Syrian is a far cry from the ciod who lived under the Ottoman Empire. 


He is well able to govern himself, and he is determined to do so. 


THE NATIONALIST DROGRAM: This is most fully described in the 
photostat attached to HHB-34, though in unsatisfactorily broad terms. 
No infermant had been able to give me, offhand, the complete program. 
Dr Maluf was vague and spoke in general terms. He told me that he had 


no list of specific aims. 


LEBANON: The Maronite half of the population at home, I was 


Mr Malcolm W Davis 
Henry H Balos , 17 March 1944 


told, is generally separatist, but a large proportion is only super- 


ficially so. The clergy and the” wealthy classes are stubbornly separ- 
atist and pro-French, but by no means all. Thus the present Prime 
Minister, who formerly had been a consistent separatist, is now defin- 
itely preparing the way to lead Lebanon back into a united Syria. A 
number of other important Lebanese are for unity, particularly the 
younger people. Dr Maluf said that he spoke with authority in this 
matter because he himself is a Lebanese, as also is Mr Abourjaily. 
There are no separatists among the non-Maronite half of the population. 
Moslems, Jews, Greek Orthodox, Syrian Orthodox, and Melkite communions 
are all solidly for unity. When the issue comes to a head, Lebanon will 


certainly join with the rest of Syria. 


PALESTINE: Anti-Zionist feeling, it is alleged, is not at all 
anti-Jewish. It is purely political. All Arabs deeply resent the un- 
scrupulous tactics of Zionism. The specific complaint is that the Jews 
of Europe and America want to buy the sovereignty of Palestine and dis- 
possess the Arad nation. Unable to do this, they exert pressure through 
their home governments, in which they are well represented. In addition 
they threaten, and indeed have already started to use, armed force. 
Violent Arab reaction would have broken out long ago had it not been for 
the British White Paper of 1939. There can be no doubt but that blood 
will flow if Tewish immigration is resumed. 

There can be no thought of compromise on so fundamental an 
issue. The car not even be discussion until the Zionists cease asking 
the intervention of outside powers ard deal directly with the srebs. 


The Zionist charge that the Arabs are pro-Axis is a lie. With 
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the exception of the Grand Mufti, a very few lesser leaders, and some 


scattered individuals, the Arabs are overwhelmingly pro-Allied, especial- ime 


ly since America entered the war. 
| It is important to remember that Moslems throughout the world 


are anti-Zionist. India's eighty million Moslems can not be ignored. 


Biche Rade 
ARAB FEDERATION: Syrian Nationalists 1 look forward to a loose, 


consultative federation, something like our original Union, encompassing _ 
Egypt, Syria (including Lebanon, Trans-Jordan, and Palestine), Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, end Yemen. Ibn Saud may prove recalcitrant, especially 

if Britain should permit him to occupy southern Palestine up to Jeru- 
salem. The Netionalists believe this is quite possitle, but they prefer 
to believe that he would see greater advantage in letting Palestine 
remain with Syria, and entering the Federation with the expectation 

of playing a leading role. On the other hand the british, having placed 
Tbn Saud on his throne, may decide to remove him. They alone have the 
power. The oii pipeline should force a decision in the near future. 

It is interesting that comment on Arab federation was not at 
all uniform. Dr Maluf spoke only in the broadest terms, as if he had 
not looked so far ahead in detail. Other informants seemed to reflect 
gossip rather than a political program. A recurrent idea in this cate- 
gory was that federation will come eventually, but is premature now. 
The current talk has been instigated by Britain to offset Russian influ- | 
ence in the Near Hast. Britain hopes thus to squeeze France out and 
prevent America from entering. 


The concensus is that some kind of federation will come after 
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necessary internal changes have been achieved in Syria, Saudi Arabia, 
and Yemen. These changes may come with unexpected suddenness. 

I asked whether the coordinated protests to Congress on the 
White Paper issue might be taken as an indication of federated action 


in the making. The uniform response was that it indicated only the 


absolute opposition of all Arabs to a Jewish Commonwealth. 


PAN-ISLAMISM: All agreed that a Jehad was possible, though 
pan-Islamism has been superseded politically by pan-Arabisn. This has 
the great advantage of being free of political complications ba. i on 
religion. Nevertheless pan-Islamic feeling lurks in the background. 


The Syrian Nationalists are unalterably opposed to any religious polar- 


' dgation. Their own movement cuts across religious lines, and is pledged 


te the separation of Church and State. A large majority of Nationalist 
membership is Moslem. But these Moslems drink and smoke, are monogamous, 
have unveiled their women, and have given them full social equality. 
The non-Nationalist Moslems are invariably orthodox in their religion. 
Considerable headway is being made in modernizing them, though progress 


is much faster among the younger men. 


OID: All Syrians are pleased at the prospect# of the American 


pipeline in Saudi Arabia. Some are pleased because the money to be spent & 


will immediately benefit the entire region; other because they scent 

a political situation out of which Nationalism may gain some advantage. 
tT am unable to find a clear line among the Syrians in Boston. The lead- 
ers have apparently not yet had time to establish one. Dr Maluf was of 


the opinion that the chief Nationalist value of the pipeline would be 
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the need for the U § to have a unified, strong, and friendly Syria 
to ‘safeguard the pipeline. Eventually there would be other advantages, 
because the pipeline would make it worth while to drill for oil in the 
Syrian Desert. It would be politically impossible to send U § troops 


to police the American interests, especially as they would be commercial fm 


and not Governmental. Hence he looks forward with further assurance to 
full power for Syria, including political recognition and military 


alliance. 


ATTITUDE TOWARD FRENCH NALTTONAL COMMITTEE: The French are so 
cordially hated that no possible development is likely to change the 
attitude. 


ATTITUDE TOWARD THE USSK: No official stand is taken, and 
personal reactions are as varied as the individuals, ranging from 
receptiveness to simple indifference. I heard no hostile comments. All 
agreed that Communism was not an issue in Syria, where the Party is 
very small and with no following at all among the Moslems, the decisive 
grou. The reaction to the Soviet autonomy policy is that it is a very 
Clever move but without Syrian significance-- Syria could never fall 
into that orbit. Syria needs no protective Power, the Nationelists say. 
Between Russian and British tensicns they are safe enough. 

I mentioned a rumor that the French National Committee and the 
USSR had last summer agreed to Soviet construction of an international 
airport in Lebanon. All Syrian leaders I talked with denied having 
heard this before, bru admitted that it might well be possible. (I 


heard this rumor from a highly political Armenian soldier, met in the 
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shop of Mr AbourjailyY. He added that to counter the Soviet-French 
agreement, the British had quietly energized the Syrian Nationalists, 


thus leading directly to the Lebanese upheaval at the end of 1943.) 


ATTITUDE TOWARD BRITAIN: I reveived the impression that anti- 


British feeling was quite as strong as anti-French, but that it was 


deemed somehow inexpedient to express it. All British moves are presumed ' [im 


to be imperialistic, and therefore are automatically opposed. 


ATTITUDE TOWARD U S: Friendliness and hopefulness, but with 


fear either that we may turn imperialist ourselves or that we may lend 


° 


ourselves to British imperialisn. 


@ 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 
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i The most interesting leader of Iowa's Syrians was met by me late last week 
in Sioux City. He is the Very Rev. Michael M. tanney, archpriest and pastor of 
eS TS 
the St. Thomas Orthodox Church in that towmm. He told me the following: 

There are 135 Syrian families in Sioux City, or approximately 600 persons 
altogether. Of these, 60 families belong to the Orthodox faith, 45 families are 
Roman Catholic, and the rest are pruse Moslems and Protestants. The Orthodox be- 
long to Father Yanney's St. Thomas parish; the Catholics have no separate Syrian 
church of their own, but attend Sioux City's general Catholic churches; while the 
Moslems have no mosque or other place of worship to go to. Of the Protestant Sy- 
riens, some are Methodists and Baptists, although the Episcopal Church displays 
the warmest interest in them or their Orthodox brethren (because of the traditional 
endeavour on the part of Episcopal leaders to form closer ties with the Orthodox 
Church). Father Yanney remarked to me that those Syrians become Protestants who 
either live in smaller Iowa towns where there are no Orthodox churches or are 
married to native American women, who thus bring their Syrian husbands into their 
American Protestant congregations. | 

Father Yanney estimated to me that about 98 per cent of all the Syrians in 
Sioux City (and, for that matter, wherever they can be found in the state of Iowa) 
hail from Lebanon. They would rather not call themselves Arabs, although they say 
they know they are of Arab origin. ‘Would Americans call themselves British even 


if historically most of the oldline natives here are of British stock?" he askede 


The priest informed ino that the Syrians in Sioux City are for what is commonly - 


know as the Pan-Arab Federation, to be established in the Near East and North Africa, 


but he pointed out that it would be an error to think that they want one govern- 


sent for all Arab lands. He felt that the word "Federation" was a misnomer. "No, 


he declared, “each Arab country should be independent and have a government strictly 
its own, but all of them should be together in an alliance, rather than in a federa~ 
tion, working against a common foe whenever the need arises." 

He freely hinted that the jaws are their common foe, and that Palestine 
should not be given to the Jews. "The White Letter should not be scrapped," he 
said -- meaning of course the White Paper. "The Jews ought not agitate so much 
against the British on this problem of Palestine during this wartime. There is 
too much Jewish agitation. The main job is to win the war, not to quarrel about 
boundaries, immigration rights, and the like. Palestine is a big problem, but 
not for today." 

Father Yanney felt that Americans must not intervene in this Avab-Jowi she 
British squabble. "It's none of our American business," he repeated several times, 
"and President Roosevelt will not intervene in spite of all the Jewish efforts to 
get him to intervene in their behalf." 

I asked him whether the Syrians in Iowa were for President Roosevelt in 
. domestic politics -~ would they vote for the fourth term? Since a leading Repub- 
liecan of Sioux City was present at this conversation, Father Yanrey tried to be 
a bit evasive. He said: “Our people here are fifty-fifty. Some are Democrats, 
others Republican." At this, the Republican gentleman present voiced his dis- 
pleasure that any Syrians in that Iowa town could be for Roosevelt at all. Father 
Yanney answered him by praising President Roosevelt's conduct of this war. He 


spoke somewhat cautiously, yet without yielding any ground. 


Later that day I spoke to still another native, a Republican whose brother 
is en outs¢anding CIO leader and a Democratic politician in southwestern Iowa, 


He declared to me, after I had quoted Father Yanney to him: "Don't let that Syrian 


priest fool you. All the Syrians in this part of Iowa are Democrats. I jolly 
Well know this from my Democratic brother, who works with them. Father Yanney 
says 'fifty-fifty' with a tongue to his cheek. Maybe he personally isn't much 
of a Democrat but he knows where his bread and butter comes from -~ it cones 


from his Syrian parishionmrs who are all Democrats." 


This Republican brother of the CI0O-Democratic politician then told me 


this story: 
Although some of the Syrians in that town (as elsewhere in America) are 

storekeepers, others of them work in the great and pebececous packing-houses 

of Sioux City (which city of some 80 or 90 thousand is right on the borders of 
three states -~ Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska -- and so draws much cattle and 
pigs from the fertile prairies of all three). In 1932 some enterprising young | 
Syrians of Sioux City organized the Syrian-American League, whose leaders went 
cheering for Roosevelt's eandtaaey in that year's @tections not only into Syrian 
homes and stores but also into the homes of humble folk of other foreign origins. 
In no time at all, the League had a solid block of votes among practically all | 
groups of immigrant workers in the packing-house district. Having tasted victory 


in the 19352 elections, the League stayed in its political business in subsequent 


years as well. It stayed Democratic, of course. In the middld 1950s it joined 


hands with the ClO. Tommy Bushara was mentioned to me as the chief organizer and 


a 


guiding genius of the Syrien-American League in Sioux City. At present (I am told) 
he holds a phlitical job in Des Moines "as a reward for his work," but the League 
is supposedly still in existence in Sioux City and other téwns. "The Syrians are 


terrific workers," my informant summed up. "They can put over a candidate once 


they set their minds to it." 
I was also advised that Fort Dodge is another city woere I might find such 


energetic Syrian-Americans. Two such gentlemen were mentioned -- 2 Mr. Daniel 
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end a Mr. Own. I met both gentlemen when I reached Fort Dodge a day later, but 
both disclaimed any knowledge of the League's present-day activities in that mux 
town. Mre Daniel said: "Our young men used to be very busy in such things, but 
they are all in the army now," 

All varee -- Father Yanney, Mr. Daniel, and Mr. Own =~ eitpressed to me their 
admiration for Russia and her war effort, in part basing this warm regerd on the 
"new geal” recently granted by Stalin to the Russian Orthodox Church. They know, 
or had heard of, Metropolitan Benjamin of the pro-Sergius and pro-Stalin faction 
prx among the Russians of Amrica. However, some of Father Yanney's information 
on Metropolitan Benjamin was erroneous. For instance, he gravely asserted - me 
that "Metropolitan Bengemin has gone to Russia to see the Patriarch and Stalin." 

There is a small Russian group of packing-house workers in Sioux City, the 
eiaane of a much bigger community, most of whose tm mbers returned to Russia soon 
after the revolution <= "to build Soviet packing-houses," as one oldtimer in Sioux 
City explained to me. The Russians of Sioux City have an Orthodox parich of their 
own, and through Father Yanney I made a appointment with the Russian priest, but 
he Zinally sent word that he could not keep it because of a mass he had to celebrate 


in some sort of an emergency. 


(See my Report No. 159, "The Syrians of Oklahoma and Texas," for March 1, 1944.) 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
: 4 an se fre, 


5 v 


with Salloum Mokarzel 


FoR F.N.8. Carl W. Blegen ony Tens \; 


oate 18 March 1944 INITIATIVE Mr. Blegen [J ey TecepHone 


pace 55 Washington St., New York [KE] Face To Face 


SUMMARY 


2 { ) Mr. Mokarzel is editor of Al-Hoda of New York, the oldest 


* aeubiesiaeuade newspaper in the United States, established in 1897. 
Al-Hoda is also regarded as the best paper in its field so far as news 
coverage is concerned, and it has a claimed circulation of nearly 
5,000 -- almost as great as that of all the rival journals combined. 

Mokarzel is a Maronite Christian. He came from Lebanon at an early 
age, is an American citizen, and speaks English admirably though with 
a slight accent. For many years he was associated with his late 
brother in the publication of Al~Hoda. 

Mokarzel evidently has a very wide knowledge of Arab and 
Syrian history. He gave some background information on Arab-Americans, 
largely confirming what we have from other sources. He estimated 
that 85 per cent of Arab-Americans came from Lebanon ahd that almost 
all were Christians. Moslems and Druses, he~-thought, amounted to *~ 


only some 15,000 in a total Arab-American community of 150 to 200 


thousand in the United States. 


In Lebanon itself, with a population slightly in excess of 


1,000,000, Christians constituted, he said, about 60 per cent.of the 
totnln Formerly the proportion was even higher, amounting to 80 per 
cent before World War I, but after that war the eastern boundary of 
Lebanon was modified through the inclusion of additional territory in 
which Moslems predominated. At the present time, accordingly, the 
Christians make up about 60 per cent and the Moslems and Druses about 
40 per cent of the population. 
| Among the Christians in Lebanon the Maronites have a sub- 
stantial majority, roughly in the proportion of 5 to 2, as compared 
with the adherents of the Orthodox Faith. Approximately those same 
proportions are represented among the Arab-American Christians. 
Lebanese Maronites maintain that they are the direct 
descendants of the early Christians who occupied this coastal region 
ini a period antedating the Arab invasion. Formerly they spoke a form 
of Aramaic, and in some out-of-the-way villages in Lebanon to this 
day an Aramaic dialect is spoken. Aramaic is also used.in the Church 
ritual, but the ordinary spoken language of the people is now Arabic. 
The Lebanese Maronites nevertheless feel themsélves different from 
the other Arabic-speaking peoples and prefer to think of themselves 
as a separate nationality. They regard themselves as being a cut 
above the Arabs in education, enlightenment, and in their attainments, 


having reached a distinctly higher cultural level. 


Lebanese Christians remember the religious persecutions 
of the past in which their ancestors suffered at the hands of 
fanatical Moslems; and they are fearful that they may be persecuted 
again if they come once more under the domination of a fanatical 
Mohammedan majority. Consequently, they desire complete independence 
for Lebanon where with the existing Christian majority they can 
preserve their freedom; and they are vigorously opposed to the idea 
of joining an Arab federation or even of uniting with neighboring 
Syria. 

| The statement made by Prince Faisal in passing through 

Egypt on his way home from America when he declared that in accordance 
with the views of his father, King Ibn Saud, any Arab federation must 
be based directly on the Koran, was a godsend to the ardent Lebanese 
separatists. It gave them a convincing argument to use in winning 
ever those Christians who might have been tempted by the idea of 
union. The statement had a profound effect in the United States, and 
support for the Arab federation in the Arab-American community was 
almost completely knocked out. 

For a century or more, Mr. Mokarzel continued, the French 
have protected the Lebanese Christians. It was France which gave 
the decisive help in bringing about the establishment of an autonomous 
Lebanon under Turkish suzerainty in the 1860s. All Maronites, 
therefore, feel grateful to the French and they believe they can rely 


on French protection against Moslem aggression. That feeling explains 
i 


the cautious stand of the Maronites during the recent crisis in Lebanon 
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when they opposed the extreme demands of the fanatical nationalists 


who were largely Moslems favoring an Arab federation. 

The Maronites were somewhat suspicious of Great Britain, 

Mr, Mokarzel continued, fearing that the British policy of encouraging 
Arab federation was at bottom inspired by a desire to safeguard and 
promote British imperial interests. 

Mr. Mokarzel stated that the Lebanese are particularly 
friendly to the United States as a country to which they owe much 
in the way of education, as well as the rise in their standards of 
living, and in their general culture. He ventured confidentially to 
express the conviction that 90 per cent of the people of Lebanon 
would welcome with enthusiasm some form of American mandate over their 
country after the war, continued until they were in a position to 
rule themselves independently, free from foreign intervention. 

With reference to Zionism, Mr. Mokarzel said the Lebanese 
were almost unanimous in sympathizing with the Arabs and they were 
strongly opposed to the project for the establishment of a Jewish 
state in Palestine. 

The question of oil from Arabia was of relatively littis 


concern to the Lebanese, Mr. Mokarzel said. They already had the 


terminus of one pipeline at Tripoli and they needed no more; and they 


saw little benefit likely to accrue to themselves through the building 
of a second pipeline. The whole matter was one of large-scale inter- 
national polities. Arab-Americans were taking a watchful attitude, 


following the news reports with interest, but refraining for the 
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most part from comment for or against the scheme. On the whole they 
wanted American participation in exploiting Arabian oil, since they were 
sure they could count on American fairness in business dealings, 


and more particularly because they thought American participation 


might result in inducing the American psople to take a more active 


Interest in Arab problems. 
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Msgr Domed Tey and a minor Syrian had told ne that the meeting’ wae 
to be held. Apparently the Nationalists had invited key people of all 
factions to meet at the Syrian Ladies Benevolent Association headquarters 
and siunesewe I had no other information and several Syrians I spoke with 
had not heard of the meeting. 

When I arrived at 3:10 pm about 12 people were in the back parlor, 

wo of whom knew Me» Instantly one, Mr. Abourjaily, jumped up ‘and came 
outside. He asked who had told me of the meeting. I said that I had 
heard there would be a lecture on Syria, and of course I was intergsted. 
He pressed me for my informant's name, which unfortunately I could not 
remember. 

He assured me the meeting would be wholly in Arabic, and that it 
concerned only plans for the amalgamation of charitable activities. At 
3330, when the meeting was beginning, he excused himself. We agreed to 
meet the following day. About 25 people were in the meeting room, including 
Mr. Faris S. Malouf. There were a number of old-—country-—type women also, 
perhaps six. I did not see Dr. Fakhri Maluf. | 

Mr. Abourjaily did not keep his Monday appointment. Going to his 
printing shop later, I learned from a neighboring tailor that he had not 


been in that day. 
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THE ARABIC~SPEAKING COMMUNTSIES IN LATIN AMERICA 


SUMMARY 


The Arabic-speaking people in Latin America are mainly 
from Syria, Lebenon, and Palestine. Todey they and their -de- 
scendants number between three hundred and four hundred~ 
thousand, the iarvest concentrations being in Argentina, Brazil, 
Cuba, Mexico end Chile. the Arabicespeaking groups assimulate 
easily into the Lutin American population but tend to miintain 
a close community structure in the larger urban centers. For 
the most part they are uninterested in local or world politics, - 
The Christians and Jews tend to be pro-Allied, The Muslims are 
more often pro-Axis because of their opposition to Zionism and 
their Pan-Arabic or greater Syrian beliefs, which lead them to 
take an anti-French and anti-British stand. Active aritation 
for these two causes, however, is carriad on only by a small 


- 


minority. i 
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THe COMMUNITLSS THROUGEOUT LATIN AvaRICA 


A. The Immicration 


The Arabic-speaking communities in Latin America are 


largely composed of immizrants and descendants of imnaigrants fron 
Syria, Lebanon, and Palestine--the old Turkish vilayet of Syria. 
Relatively few members stem from other Arabic countries such as 
Irag and Egypt. Thus, the relatively reliable Chilean census of 
1930 lists, Sut of 6,707 foreigners from Arabic-speaking areas, 
1,345 Syrians and Lebanese, and 3,156 Palestinians as against 42 
Egyptians, @ iforoccans, and 2 Algerians. (The 1,634 Arabs and 526 
Turks seberees are probably almost entirely Syrians, Lebanese, and 
Palestinians.) The Vengzuelan census of 1936, out of 2,307 
foreigners and naturalized citizens from Arabic-speaking areas, 
reports 1,256 Syrians, 492 Lebanese, and 230 Palestinians as 
against 54 igyptians, 21 Voruceans, 6 Algerians, and 2 Tunisians. 
(Again, the 199 Arabs and 47 Turks listed are probably largely 
Syrians, Lebanese, and Palestinians. ) 

The immigration of Arabic-speaking peoples to Latin America 
in comparatively large numbers began during the last subceee of the 
nineteenth century and, except for the interruption of “orld “ar I, 
continued until the outbreak of the present war The causes of 
emigration from Syria, Lebanon and Palestine have been essentially 
economic rather than religious or political The zrowth of populae- 


tion created pressure upon the limited resources of these countries 
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which wus not relieved through any adequate development of economic 
opportunities. At the sdme tine the spread of some knowledge of 
the ‘lestern countries by tourists to the Holy Land and foreign 
missions, in addition to the development of relutively inexpensive 
and confortable mecns of transportation, mude emigration a com- 
paratively simple and attractive solution to the economic problem. 
The flight of Christians from ‘juslim persecution, especially during 
the period of the Ottomen Empire, has been a minor saisecet emipra- 
tion. Similarly, political migration has been confined to the 
coming of a small number of refugees fleeing after disputes with 
the French Mandate euthorities in Syrie and Lebanon in the period 
after World sar I. 

Since the First “orld War an increasingly important factor 
in slowing down immigration from the countries of Arabic speech 
has been the enactment of restrictions by many Latin American 
countries. Mexico and Colombia, for vxample, have enacted legia- 


lation restricting the entry of people from those countries; 


Bolivia hus recently gone to the length of forbidding its consuls 


to issue visas to Semites for immizration oven for travel in the 
1 . 
country-~a measure undoubtedly aimed at Syro-Lebanese as well as 


Jows. 


iL Syro-Lebanese is used throuzhout this report as a comnosite 
term for Syrians, Lebanese, and Palestinians 
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The immipration hes been largely Christian and has included 
only small numbers of ‘fuslims and Jews. In contrast to the United 
States, which has attracted relatively more members of Protestant 
sects and Greek Orthodox from Arabic countries, Latin America has 
attracted Uniates and Roman Catholics, especially Maronites (Cath- 
olics of Syrian rite organized in a special church under papal 
scpceaaes <3 Although trustworthy figures on the number and 
religion of the immigrants are almost completely lacking, the 


present-day composition of the Syro-Lebanese communities makes it 


clear that Maronites comprised majority of the immigrants coming 


to Latin Americe. 


2, Maronites are Uniates rather than Roman Catholics, but be- | 
cause of their easy assimilation into the Roman Catholic parochial 
system, are usually classed as Roman Catholics in Latin American 
statistics. Hence, they are so treated in this study. 
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3. Numbers 

The attached chart surmarizes the available information 
on the number of Arabic-speaking people in Latin America, broken 
down wherever possible by area of orizsin and religion. The grend 
total of 310,000 is a conservative estimate and should be regarded 
as a minimum figure. There are probably no fewer than 300,000 
Arabic-speaking people in Latin America and perhaps as many as 
400,000. If all people of full and partial Arabic descent were 
included, these figures might well be more than doubled The main 
baneaneretioas are in Argentina and Brazil, with important . -ough 


distinctly smeller settlements in Cuba, Mexico. and Chile Relative 


to the population of the country, the Dominican Republic and 1 Sal- 


vador have large Arabic-speaking settlements. 
| The figures of the chart are not completely comparable since, 
for some countries, they cover only immirrants retaining foreign 
citizenship; for Venezuela, they include all immigrants, whether 
foreign or naturalized citizens; ari for other countries, they 
attempt to include all first generation people of Arabic origin and 
those of the second generation who are still members of the Arabic- 
speaking communities. At best the chart is a rough approximation 
or reasoned guess. 

. Some of the uncertainties involved in any computution of the 


numbers of Arabic-speaking people in Latin America and affecting 
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the reliability of the figures in the present tabulation, are az 


follows: 


1. Latin American census figures are generally not entirely 


trustworthy. 

2 “the classification of Arabic-speaking peoples varies from 
country to country; e g¢ , to most Latin Americans all people of 
Levantine origin are Turks (Turcos) and some census statistics use 
no other classification. In countries such as Arrentina, sizabie 
numbers of Jews from the Greek islands and the Dodecanese are in- 
cluded under the term. 

5. Census figures tend to list only Arabic-speaking people 
who have retained their foreign citizenship. They seldom report 
those who have been naturalized, and never attempt to report the 
countries of origin of the parents of citizens born in the country. 

4 Since Arabic-speaking immigrants have intermarried freely 
With native !atin Americans, there are relatively lurze numbers of 
people of partly Syro-Lebanese origin in varying stages of assimi- 
lation and thus of detachment from tle Arabic-speaking communities. 

5S The estimates for individusl countries used in the chart, 
while undoubtedly more reliable than census figures, are based 
on very limited field observation. ‘he, do, however, attempt to 


include the second ;eneration. 
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6 For the countries not listed individually, neither 
census statistics nor remotely reliable field estimates exist for a 
later date than 1910; hence estimates for these countries, possibly 
even more arbitrary than others, were based upon the estimates 
made in 1910. 
C. &eonemic and Social Status 
“ost of the Arabic-speaking immizrants prior to “orld 
var I were penniless and engaged in petty trade more often as 
pedlars than as shopkeevers. They became especially important as 


the petty traders of frontier and sparsely populated areas such as 


the Amazon valley and northern Arzentina As they accumilated 


capitul, they soon branched out into many forms of vetty commerce 
and tended to Lecome retail traders with fixed stores in villeges 
and cities. ‘with further uccumulation of capital, a prosperous 
minority has branched out into textile manufacturing and other 


industries, bankin: 


See 


building, transportation, and, to a limited 
extent, the ruising of export crops such a6 coffees on larce estates. 
Cooperation amons the Syro-Lebanese throuch credit unions end 
Similar institutions has given them the advantage over other com- 
petitors of comparatively ample credit facilities and has enabled 
them, in turn, to advance credit to further their sales. Asa 
group, they are characterized by industry, fruzality. shrewdness, 


and en emphasis upon education. 
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Today the Arabic-speaking sroups subsist larrely by retail 
trade, but a well-to-do minority is branching ovt increasingly into | 
Wholesale trade, publishing, banking, industry, transportation, and 
the professions. The proups also include some manual laborers, 
avtveway. industria’ workers, and farmers. In general immigrants 
Since “orld “ar I have been able to avail themselves of help from 
their relatives and compatriots already in Latin America. Many were 
thus able to open fixed retail stores without passing through the 
preliminary stage of peddling. A considerable number has also gone 
to work in the factories and stores of earlier comers. 


With the exception of Jews and Muslims, who tend more to stand 


out as distinct elements, Arabic-speaking immigrants have mixed 


readily with the general Latin American populations, aided by the 
fact that most of them as Maronites are readily acceptaole to Roman 
Catholic communities. Although Levantine skill and sharpness in 
trading has generated a good deal of resentment among Latin Americans 
and has led to restrictions upon immivration, native resentment has 
seldom become bitter enouzn to cause uctive discrimination or pro- 
vent families achieving wealth from attaining a commensurate social 
standing in the Latin American community. In Cuba, for example, 
prominent citizens of Arabic-speaking origin include Dr. Juan B. 


Khouri, professor of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of 
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abana; Dr. Natalio Chediak, a well-known Lawyer 3 Ferid Saba and 
Bishara Costandi, newspapermen and waneye of the Taquechel and 
Chediak laboratories; Habib Estefana, a writer and lecturer} 

Julién Salup Juelle, a businessman nad co-owner of the Cuban radio 
station ,O'Shea; and José Chaman, a member of the Cuban House of 


Representatives. In Argentina, Leandro Alem, the founder of the 


Radical Party, was of Heronite origin; and his nephew, Hipdlito 


de Irigoyen, twice president of the country, was of pertly Marcnite - 

ancestry. Gabriel Turbay, the celebrated Colombian statesman, 
ema 

former Minister of Foreign Relations, and now Ambassador to the 

United States, is of Lebanese birth. 

A notable exception to the easy assimilation of Arabic- 
speaking communities is found in Hl Salvador, where the conmunity 
is separated from the population and seldom internarries., In 
sharp distinction to the case in other countries the second fene- 
ration clings to the community and does not becone assimilated. 
Friction between the Salvadoran population and the Syro-Lebonese 
‘has resulted in the formation cf strong racial prejudices on ths 
part of the former, and has led the Salvadoran government to pass 
legislation raertetine the occupations in which Syro-Lebanese 
residents may engage. | 


As the industry and better organization of the Arabic-speaking 


groups gain them increasing economic advantage over their Letin 
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American neighbors, the tendency toward formation of racial pre ju- 
dice, already noticeable in the passare of restrictions on immi- 
gration, may find expression in social discrimination and perhaps 
in discriminatory legislation against resident Turcos in other 
countries than El Salvador. 
D. Community Organization 

The Arabic-speaking groups wre divided by religion ints 
five distinct groups: Roman Catholics (mainly Maronites), Greek 
Orthodox, liuslims, Jews, and Druzes There is an insignificant 
number of Protestants. The Roman Catholics and Greek Orthodox are 
by far the most numerous. Like the Christians, the ifuslims are 
split into a number of sects, reflecting the religious divisions 
of Islam in the Middle Kast, but these divisions are relatively 
unimportant because of the pressure of the Christian medium in 


which the Muslins live in Latin America. The Arabic-speaking Jews 


are, of course, distinct from the general Latin American population 


but mix readily with other Sephardic (‘editerranean) Jews, of whom 
there are considerable numbers in Latin America. 

These religious groups tend to form separate communities 
althouch there is some cooperation between groups, especially be- 
tween the Roman Catholics aad Greek Orthodox, and the ifuslims and 
Druzes. The non-NMaronite communities, especially in the larger 


urban centers usually form tightly-lknit units with small clubs and 
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local religious institutions satisfying their social needs. In 
rural areas, the Maronites tend to merge with the Latin American 
community whereas in urban areas, they establish separate community 
institutions which, however, do not serve to distinguish them as 
sharply from the rest of the population as the organizations of 
the other religious groups. Syro-Lebanese communities of any size 
are apt to have en active press,(See Appendix II. ) 

Syro-Lebanese communities, whatever their religious alliegisnce, 


are characterized by their emphasis upon mutual aid and -uaritable 


societies. They normully have, in comparison with the general 


Latin American population, an ample provision of credit unions, 
chambers of commerce, etc. for mutual business assistance and of 
charitable institutions to care for the sick, orphans. aged, and 
other community churvses. Some of the comaunities maintain schools 
of their own. i‘iomen's aid societies. generally attached to the 
local Syro-Lebaunese church, synafoguce, or mosque, are active and. 
powerful instruments in enforcing the general obligation felt 
within the community to care for its own needy and to have its 
members contribute generously to charity. Generous sifts to 
churities and other worthy causes are one of the surest methods 
of gaining socivl prestige within the community. 

It is the charitable societies and financial organizations 


that form the institutional structure of the Lyro-Lebanese come 
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munity. here there is a sepsrate religious center, as is especially 
trues among the Greek Orthodox, Muslims, and Jews,but less so among 
the Maronites, the charitable societies are linked with the distinctive 


religious institution and form a strong institutional framework which 


helps to continue the community into the second and third generation. 


There is almost never a formal community organization as such, but 
the officers and principal figures of the religious, charitable, 
social, and financial institutions are usually regarded as the 
leaders and spokesmen of the community. In zeneral, community 
organization remains a local affair, cooperation between communi- 
ties of different religions or localities within the same country 
being informal and sporadic. 

A special factor among the Meronites is the existence in some 
Latin American countries of branches of the Maronite missionary 
order of Lebanon. The Naronits Fathers operate churches and schools 
preserving the distinctive character of the Maronites among the 
Roman Catholic population. They wield a powerful influence upon 
their congregations, and are a relatively potent force in keeping . 
the second and third ceneraticns faithful to the community. 

B&B. Political Activities 

In general, Arabic-speaking imnivrants are not interested 
in politics and seldom take part in the political discussions of 


the Latin American countries. “iost of them simply desire to earn 
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® living and rear their children as citizens of the new country 
without becoming entangled in controversial political issues. An 
important exception are the wealthy members of the community, who 
have little choice but to meddle in politics to defend or advance 
their economic interests. 

Second and third generation Syro-Lebanese, as thoroughly 
assimilated members of the Latin American nations, often enter 
into polities as a career, and some of them have become leading 
figures in their countries, The names of Gabriel Turbay in 
Colombia and Leandro Alem and Hipélito de Irigoyen in Arventina 
have already been mentioned. | 

As a whole, the Arabic-speaking communities have only a 
lukewarm interest in world politics and the affairs of the homeland 
in the Middle East, their concern with the lands of their birth 
being largely sentimental memories without a desire to return. As 
far as the communities can be said to huve a general point of view 


in the present war, it is pro-Allied. The Lebanese, in particular, 


have a long tradition of goodwill toward the French althouzh the 


struggie for their allegiance between the Fighting French and Vichy 
representatives (now won by the Fighting French) and the recent 
difficulties between the governments of Syria and Lebanon and ths 
French authorities have somewhat shaken this, The Maronite Fathers 


have been a potent source of pro-French propaganda. 
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fo the extent that there ere Syrian Nationalist and Pan-Arab 
movements, there have also been orceAxis sentiment and agitation 
in the Syro=Lebanese communities, ‘the enti-Zionist, ermrbieFrench, 
enti+~Eritish position of Arab and Syrian nationalism ieads alnost 
jinveriably to sympathy for the Axis. The Muslims have been the 
slement most affected by these movements but a emall minority smong 
the Gikatian communities, including sense msn of considerable wealth 
and influencs, has also espoused the Greater Syria and to a leaser 
extent PaneArab causes, Sincs these groups nave the greatest 
interest in continuing the use of Arabic, they tend proportionete to 
their numbers to control a large pert of the Arabic-lanpuage press 
and exert considerable influence over the Arabic comnunity or sens. 
The principal point sf agreement in political discussions is oppe- 
sition to Zionism and Allied control of the Middle Bast. In 
Argentina, where pro~Axis movements can operate without incurring 
governnent displeasure, the principal sroups in the co-munities 
are the Syrian Popular (Qavmi) Party of Antun Saadeh (See Appen- 
dix I), which has a branch in Brazil; the Pan-Jslamic movement of 


Saifuddin Rabhal; and the Pen-Arab Movement supported by Abdul 


Latif Bl-dJachin. In other Latin American countries, such openly 


pro-Axis movements have been forced to adopt various disguises 


or disband altogether, 
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TI, NOTES ON THR ARABIC@-SPEAKING CO:MVOWITIES IN INDIVIDUAL LATIN 

AMBRICAN COUNTRIES 

Ac argentina 

The Arabic-speaking comuunities in Argentina are among 

the oldest, most numerous, and best organized in Letin America, 
Their estimated 90,000 members aie largely concentrated in the 
capital city of Buenos ires, the aurroundin;: province of Buenos 
fires, the great inlarmi port of Rosario, and the surrounding pro- 
vince of Santa Fé, and in the northern and northeastern provinces 
of Tucumfin, Salta, and uant..ago del Estero. 

In the northeast, 3yro-Lebanese have become particularly 
important as merchants, bunkers, landowners, and as lumber barons, 
During the Castillo administration, when legislative bodies still 
functioned, Syro-Lebanese financial interests controlled a powerful 


section of votes in the provincial legislature of Salta, kmown 


publicly as the SyroeLebanese bloc, ‘the emergence of the Syro- 


Lebanese as one of the dominant economic groups in the northeast 
has led in recent years, to the growth of widespread prejudice against 
them, to discussion of the "Syrian Problem", anda proposals for 
government actior against them. Host of the Arabic-speaking, pecple 
in frgentina, however, are smail businesamen, shopkeepers, ertisans, 
and Laborers. 

The Arabic-language press in Argentina is the largest and 
most active in Latin America. Virtually every group of any size 


within the community publishes a separate organ. The press is 


described in Appendix II. 


As has already beon mentioned, the chief pro-Axis groups 
operating in Argentina are the Syrian Popular (Qewmi) Party of 
Antun Saadeh (Seo Appendix I} which hue its headquarters in Buenos 
Aires, whero the movement's organ Azzahbaha is published, and 
branches in Cérdobe and Tucumfn; the Pan-Islamio movement of 
Saifuddin Rahhal with its orzen Natur el-Islam; and the Pan-Arab 
movemsat supported by Abdul Latif El-Jachin in the newspaper La 
Bendera Arabe. Both the Pan-Arab and the Pan-Islamic movements 
are in correspondence with Shekib Arslan, an Arab nationalist now 
Living im Geneva, who is one of the leaders of Pan-Arabism and for 
some time has been in Nazi pay. In Argentina, these movements 
mostly affect the Muslims, 

Aside from these movements there are a number of free- 
lance Axis sympathizers emong the population whose desire for 
the freedom of their homelands leads them to wich for an Axis 
victory but who are not prepured to risk their businesses and 
standings in Argentina to further it. The Lebanese Patriotic 
Union and, to some extent, the Maronite Missionary Order have 
chown guarded prosAxis sympathies. 

fhe Maronites who constitute the most important religious 
group in the Arabic-speaking communities of Argentina, have a 
_ religious organization partially separate from the Roman Catholic 
Giocesan structure, though subject to episcopal supervision, 


through the Maronite Fathers, They are a woll-established 
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religious order in fuenos Aires under the supervision of Father 
, : ; 
Juan Habib, whose chief assistants are Miguel R. Indery, Pablo 


flourt, and Brother José Kuraiche,. ‘The premises of the order at 


Calle Paraguay 628-834 include, among other things, the convent 


buildings, a school “Colegio San Marén," and e printing plant. 

The printing plant has brought the Maronite Fathers under suspicion 
of being pro-Axis since, in addition to publishing their own’ organ 
El {"isionero end a review foxy clroulation in Brazil (Los Sirios), 
they accept commissions to print papers and literature without 
troubling themselves about the axis connections of some of their 
customers or the pro-Axis propaganda in the product. 

The premises of the Neronite Order at Calle Paraguay 934 are 
also headquarters for the Lebanese Patridtic Union, through which 
the Naronite Fathers exereiss.a considerable control over Lebanese 
effairs. Rachid 4. Rustom, owner of La Unién Libanesa, end Rafael 
Lahoud, owner of Ad-Difah, are in constant contact with the order. 

Be Bross) 

Brazil has the most numerous Avabioneioaline settle~- 
ment of any Latin American country, on catimated 135,000, Their 
principal concentrations are in So Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, 
wnero some members have become wealthy bankers, industrialists, 
end landowmers, and have won scoiel adesptanoa amon:; t4¢6 Brazilian 
upper-class. In rural areas, particularly of the interior, Syro- 
Lebanese are economically important ae traders on credit. They 
are eleo prominent in the raising of coffee and cotton on plantae 


tions in the state of SHo Paulo. The communities are usually on 
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cordial terms with brazilian authorities. 
SyroeLebanese religious organization in Brazil consists 

of the ‘laronite Fathers, Greek Orthodox Church, and some Melkite 

‘ Catholic priests. The Jewa use Sephardic religious facilities 
while the Muslims have ‘no organized cult. The Naronite Missionary 
Congregation, which is a branch of the order in Lebanon, has heade 
quarters in Rio de Janeiro at Rua Conde de Bomfim 638, Its superior, 
Reverend Father Elias Gorayeb, has lived in South america for more 


than forty years and was formerly head of the Maronite School in 


“Buenos Aires, Hoe is assisted by the Very Reverend Father Jean 


Saad’, Titular Archbishop of Cyprus and visitor of the ilaronite 


ifissions, who also represents the Yaronite Patriarch; The Maronite 
Fathors maintain schools in So faulo und Rio de Janeiro but their 
activities are restricted by a lack of Maronite priests, 

The Greek orthodox church hes as its spiritual head in Brazil, 
the Archimandrite Issaias Abbud, who lives in SG&0 Paulo. In Rio, 
the Greek Orthodox Church at Rua Gomes Freire 101, whose lay presi 
dent ae Riskalla Hagens ministers not only to Greek Orthodox, 
Lebanese, and Syrians, but also to Greeks, Russians, and Rumuanians, 

Prior to 1939 the Arabic-speaking communities had an active 
press and & considerable number of community organizations. The 
Lebanese alono had organized throughout the country about fifteen 
reanion centers, the most important being the Society of the Cedar 
at Rio under the honorary presidency of the Ambassador of France, 


and the Phoenician Club directed by Aki E1 Jorr, who is teday 
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president of the Comité pro-France Combattante et Liban. In 
1939 the Srisiiisa:povermmat decreed a series of nationaliza- 
tion measures aimed « hastening the assimilation of foreign 


communities. In consequence, many of the Syro-Lebanese clubs and 


societies were forced to disband or reorganize as Brazilian 


orpanizations. Of the Lebanese societie:, there exist today only 


the Cooperative Society of Lebanese Missionuries, the Maronite 
Welfare Society, Club Nacional at Rio, the Club Fluminese at 
Niteroi, and a large Lebanese club (under a Brazilian name) in Sio 
Paulo. 

| The large Arabic press, numbering almost 20 newspapers and 
reviews in Rio de Janeiro and S&o Paulo was hard hit by the 
nationalization measures 1959, witich forbade tiwcatos of pub- 
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ia foreign languases. Most of the periodicals elceed 
down, only two of them, ‘Al Raad and Al ‘atan, being able to 
continue publication on condition that they appear in Portu-uese. 
The Brazilian government has also moved to prevent the importa- 
tion of Arabic organs printed in Argentina, which had been used 
to £111 the gap left by the disappearance of the Arabicelanguare 
press. 

The Brazilian government has permitted a number of Syro- 
Lebanese radio pro:rams to continue. Two Syrian prorranms "The 
Arab Voice,” broadease tn Rio and S&o Paulo have Pan~Arab tendencies 
and are suspected of being pro~Axia. "The Voice of Lebanon" (Radio 
Wayrink Veiga), directed by Tams Georges Bastany and Miguel Chaloub, 


under the control of the Maronite Fathers, favors the United Nations, 
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In general the Syrian and Lebanese communities are proe 
Allied. The Lebanese, under the leadership of the Maronite 
Fathers, are strongly pro-French and have long had good rela- 
tions with the French authorities in Brazil, Most of the 
Christian Syrians are also pro-French and pro-Allied. A minority 
among the Christian Syrians and many of the Muslims, as adherents 
‘of the Panearab and Greater Syria movements, are proeAkis, The 
Syrian Société arabe in Rio, which hss been closed down, was 
openly PaneArab, Antun Saadeh has been able to recruit some 
influential agents in Brazil, including Riskalla Haddad the 
wealthy and prominent Lebanese president of the Greek Orthodox 
Church at Rio. The Saadeh group has organized the Union Lyrienne, 
which poses as spokesman of a united Syro-Lebanese community. 

Co Chile | 

The Arabic-speaking settlement in Chile is comparatively 
small, an estimated 15,000, who are unusual because of the high 
degree of illiteracy among them. Only 25% are able to Beau uF 
write Arabic, and 50% ure said to be totally illiterate, The 
princi pal center of concentration is Santiago, the capital, and to 

a lesser extent, Chillaén. 

A certain amount of pro=Axis activity has come to light in 
the Centro Unién Palestino in Chillaén, which has been used by a 
number of German firms for obtaining American merchandise, The 
Centro maintained social and commercial relations with members of 


tr local German ciub after the latter had been shut down. A 
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certain Schain, resident in Chile, is leader of the pro-Axis Arab 
Youth Movement in Latin America, 

De Guba 

Cuba has a sizable Arabic-speuking settlement estimated 

at 50,000. The principal concentrations are ‘ Habana, the capital 
of the republic, and around Holguin, an ioe taut market center in 
Oricnte Province. Most of the Syro-Lebanese are petty merchants 
or shopkeepers, but a number have achieved prominence in the pro- 
fessions or have amassed considerable wealth, ‘“lany are workers in 
the tobacco plantations of Pinar del Rio Province. In Oriente 
Province there are sone almost exclusively Syrian colonies of 
coffee growers, each family having a tract of land which it cultie 
vates independently. There are also a number of sugar cane growers, 

“ost of the Syro-Lebanese are Cuban citizens and have been 


well assimilated, particularly the second and third generation 


people. In the process of assimilation, the Greek Orthodox tend 


to become Roman Catholics. 

The communities maintain a number of small clubs, of which 
the wealthiest and most important is the Club Sirio-Libano- 
Palestino at Paseo de Marti 258, Prado, Habana. These clubs are 
recreational and social rather than polivical in their purpose. 

The leading Arabic newspaper is La ‘oz de Oriente or 
Seutuchark, published in Arabic and Spanish, which calls itself 


the “organ of the Syro-l.ebanese=Palestinian community." I+ haa 
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the reputation of being pro-/xis and its editor, Antonio Ser,sano, 
has been accused of being a Falangist. Farid Saba, who is firmly 
pro-democratic, edits a paper called la Unién, which opposed the 
French mandate over Syrie but was otherwise favorable to the Allies. 
As sivemiene: the Muslims and some of the Christians are pro- 
Axise They have no organization, however, and are careful about 
disclosing their political sympathies in view of Cuban allignment 
with the United Nations. The Lebanese and other Christians and the 
Jews are almost entirely on-the side of the United Nations, For 
@ time, a strongly pro-United Nations organizetion, the Comité 


Libano-Francés con el] General de Guulle, raised large sums of 
PR 8 eT AA HT ETE L IT EEE TEER R GIO ANB eS GI RECs NERD tO 


money for transmission to the Fighting French. Its president, 


Narcelo Salup Juelle (or Huelle), although publicly thought 
enthusiastically pro-democratic, is rumored to have diverted much 
of the money to the Germans or Lebanese in their employ. 
Bo The Dominican Republic 

ost of the estimated 4,050 Syro-Lebanese in the 
_ Dominican Republic live in the capitel, Ciudad Trujillo. Many 
of the funilies have prospered; a few, such as the Dumit family 
in Santiage de los Caballeros, and the Azar und Jorge families in 
Ciudad Trujillo, have amassed substantial fortunes, President 
Trujillo has done the UyroeLebanese numerous favors and has 
friendly personal relations with many of the members of the comnunic 
ties. His niece married into the Azar family, Trujillo's favor 
has not helped the communities win the esteem of the Dominican 


population. 
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The Syro-Lebanese ere usually pro-French and pro-Allied 


whenever they have any position in the war, In March 1943, 


Grousset, delegate of the Fighting French National Comittee 

for the Caribbean area, came to the Dominican Republic to make a 
special effort to enlist the support cf the Arabic-speaking groups, 
In a number of conferences at local fyro-Lebanese centers, he 
succeeded in winning support for th» Fighting French, but soon 

ran into covert opposition from Prasident Trujillo, expressed in 

a satirical article in the magaz‘ne Gosmépolita. This fright- 
ened off the Syro-Lebanese, who were toc dependent on Trujilio's 
good will to take an independeat stand. 

In the spring of 1942 te British Legation uncovered some 
evidence of Nazi sympathies emong a few Paletwinians, who had been 
promised lucrative jobs in Palestine after a German v‘.ctory. 
Berlier, in 1935, a Leben’se newspaperman named Kassem Bimihani 
cams to the republic for further Pan-Arab nationalism. Despite 
French prote wees he we not molested since he had been astute 

enough to write fule ss eulogies of President Trujillo. His 
efforts have had liscle result. 

P. Mexico 

The priicipal centers of concentration of the estimated 
20,000 Syrians, -ebaness, and Palestinians in Mexioo are Mexico 
City; Mérida, ‘icat4n; and the Laguna region. They are largely 
trader: and trad to specialize in the sale of textiles. In the 


Leguns. regict, the Syro-Lebanese competed with the Chinese for 
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control of petty trade until the Chinese were either massacred or 
expelled by the local Moxicans. 

In recent years Syro-Lebanese economic success has led to 
some resentment and discrimination on the part of the Mexican 
population, The Mexican government has formally restricted 
the entry of immigrants from Syria, Lebanon, and Palestine, but 
does not sanction any discrimination against the people already 
in the countryo 

The Syro-Lebanese have assimilated easily into the Mexican 
population; most of them have taken up Mexican citizenship, ‘The 
wealthy in the communities are accepted into upperclass Mexican 


society. Prominent Syro-Lebanese include Aboum Rad, a wealthy 


banker; Mizuel &. Abed, a prosperous textile dealer; und Alfredo 


Kawage Ramia, an energetic end successful business man, editor of 
the influential weekly, Hoy, and a close friend of President 
Avila Camacho, Former President Callcs is reported to be of 


SyroeLebangse origine 
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PPENDIX I 


Antun Saadeh and his Syrian Pooular (Cami) Party 

Antun Saadeh is one of the most unusual political figures to 
appear in the Syrc-Lebanese communities of Argentina. He wag born 
in Syria in 190), and was educated these and in Bragil, where his 
father was a journalist. while studying sociology in Brazil, he 
became interested in Syrian problems and organizcd the Syrian 
Patriotic League, @ nationalist youth movement. 

In 1930, hte returned to Syria, whe:. on 16 Novezber 1932 he 


founded a “nb movenent, which seon became known us the Syrian 


Nationalist « Popular Party and clai:sed to be independent of other 


wnovenents in Arabic countries. The Party's aim was the economic and 
social liberation of Syria and Lebanon and their political union. 
Some informed sources state that the party was svonsored by the Ger-~ 
nan Foreign Office, possibly through the capable and unscrupulous 
dionlomat von Hentig. 

"Saadeh appears to have received subsidies from Axis agents during 
his activities in the Levant, but two facts contributed to the weaken- 
ing of his influence: the Muslins vere not interested in separating 
Syria and Lebanon from the total Arab orobleii; and the Lebanese, 
notably the Maronite Fathers, opposed the incorporation ef Lebanon 
into a Greater Syria. 

Seadeh was jailed on three occasions for short pericds of time. 


While in prison, he wrote his best-known book, "The Evolution of the 
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Nations," which while not specifical.y political, expounds the 


broad outlines of his theory. His political position may be described 
as totalitarian, with emphasis on the creation and unification of 
a Greater Syrie. 

In 1938, efter he :ed already fled from Syria to Germany, 
Saudeh was sentenced in absentia to twenty years in prison and twenty 
more in exile. From Germeny, he went to Italy and finally to Brazil, 
where he was enthusiastically received at SHo Paulo. He was soon are 


rested and deported by the Brazilian authorities and has since re- 


' 
‘ 


mained in Argentina. 
For some time after his arrival in Buenos Aires, Seadeh was 
ignored by the Syro-Lebanese population, but at last succeeded in 
gaining the support of Husny Abdulmalik, editor of the pro-United 
Wations newspaper, As-Salam. Saadeh's assurances to Abdulmelik, 
that he had no connections with foreign agents appear to have had 
less influence than Abdulmalik’s friendship with Saadeh’s father. 
In any case, because of the connection with Abdulmalik, Saadeh ob- 
tained a following among the Syro-Lehbanese, lectured to the Syroe 
Lebanese Club Honor y Patria, and was written up in the Diario 
Siriolibanés, Abdulmalik meanwhile investigated Saadeh carefully, 
discovered his relations with the German embassy, and in March 1940 
made ad dramatio public break with Saadehs denouncing him in the 
Syro~Lebanese papers. The open enmity of his former eesteutor 
stripped Saadeh of the majority of his following, Only a small 


group stayed with him, 
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Saadeh still maintains the fiction of his leadership, bub he 
is no longer taken seriously by the Syra-Lebanese in Buenos Aires, 
who are in any case apathetic about world politics. He has mide 
periodic trips to Tucuinin, Cordoba, and other provinciai capitals, 
attempting to strengthen his movenent, put the opposition of Ab- 


dulwalik has counted heavily against him. He h:s had great dif~ 


ficulty in finding a print shop that is willing to publish his paper, 


Azzaubaha. 

Saadeh is nominelly a Christian. He is a man of considerable 
personal sagnetiss, well-educated, and handsowe. His address until 
the end of March 1943 was Calle Honte 1495, Buenos Aires. In the 
last days of March, he .oved to Calle Bahia Blenea 2959 in the sub- 
urb of Villa Devoto. Since arriving in Argentina, he has «arried 
Julieta Elmir, sister of the influential businessan Jorge Eluir. 
His only visible means of support are the slight income from his 
newspapor and contributions fro: followers. 

Saadeh's Syrian Nationalist Yoveaent sceks to interest the 
Syro-Lebanese communitics in Latin America, regardless of relig¢ious 
affiliation, in promoting the independence and union in a single 
state of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Transjordan. It advocates 
a totalitarian political organization, and exacts from its werbers 
an oath of unconditional obedience to Saadeh as Zaim or Fuhrer. 

The ovement has been able to gain a smali following in Ar- 


gentina and Brazil. In Argentina its reubers consist of a number 


of genuine believers in Greater Syria, many of them laborers; people 
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lured by promises of political proferment in the New Order to be 
established; and women attracted by his rather magnetic personality. 
His chief lieutenant and leader of the movement in Tucum4n is Yubran 
Massuh, who also figures as nominal director of Agzaubaha. Massuh 
has assisted El Pampero in obtaining newsprint and, as a result, 

has been placed upon the United States Proclaimed List. The leader 


of the movement in Cérdoba is Abdon Sahade, head of the business 


house ,Abdon Sahade and Sons, whe is also known for his assistance 


to interned sailors from the Graf von Spee. 

In Brazil, Saadeh has recruited a nunber of influential agents 
in Rio de Janeiro and So Paulo, including Riskalla Haddad, Lebanese © 
president of the Greek Orthodox church in Rua Gomes Freire; Georges 
Saba, Greek Orthodox cloth merchant and ox-president of the Société 
Ababe; Tufiq Habib, a Greek Orthodox importer of jewels; Nagib 
Kaled Cheik, a Muslim cloth dealer; and Elias Chame, a Greek Ortho- 
dox wholesaler, The Saadeh following his creantied the Union Syrienne, 
a thinly disguised pro-Axis organization, which poses as the spokes- 
man of the Syro-Lebanese in Brazil and stresses the unity of the 


various groups. 
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APPENDIX 17 


The Arabic Language Press _in Latin America 
Notes The following list is complete only for Argentina, Brazil, 


and Cuba. It includes all types of vericdicals. Unless othor- 
wise stated, the periodicals are published in Arabic and the lan= 
guage of the country. | 
A. Argentina 
1. Buenos Aires (Federal District) 
@. The Syro-Lebanese Commercial Press 
(1) El Diario Siriolibanés (Syro-Lebanese 
Daily). -- This is by far the cost important newspaper in the Syro= 
Lebanese community, and the only daily. It was founded by Moisés 
J. Azize, a Syro-Lebanese leader, in1928 and now claims a circulation 
of 15=-18,000. About one-third of its ten to sixteen pages are in 
Spanishs the rest are in Arabic. Offices and plant of the paper 


are at Calle Reconcuista 1038-1040. 


Since June, 1941, the Diario has heen favorable to the United 


. Nations, It was formerly scrupulously neutral, publishing German 

and English releases side by side. The Arabic text, however, is 

not always entirely as completely pro-Allied as the Spanish material. 
Moisés J. Azize is reported to be governed more by his estimate 

of the war’s probable outcome than by his political principles, be- 

ing secretly. sympathetic to the Axis. Before his paper changed policy, 


he wrote a column for it under the nom-de-plume of Kathir Algalaba 


(ousybody) which ridiculed the United lations and praised the Axis. 


The Disrio is now nominally in the hands of Azize's brother lisa. 


(2) Assclem--La Paz (Peace). -» This paper ia 


relatively small, but it is the oldest Arabic publication in Buenos 
Aires and well thouzht of by the Syro-Lebanose sducated uppereclasa. 
Tt was founded in 190% by Vadi Scheamun, who is still its owner, and 
appears three times a week, It claims a circulation of 10,000, part 
of which gees te neighboring countries, Its eight pages contain morse 
Arabic then Spenish material, Offices and plant of the newspaper are 
at Calle Paraguay 487, 

Assalem"s articles, which are relatively well<written, display 
greater detachment and objectivity than those of ite competitors. 
They are proe-Allied, but pursue a policy of moderation. Schamun 
and his editor-in-chief, Busny Abdulmelik, favor the United Nations, — 
but Schamun's brother Cauilo, the newspaper's adwinistrator, has pro~ 
Nasi tendencies and is said to be indirsctly under the influence of 
Antun Saadeh. 

b- The Muslin Preas 


(1) bs Bandera frabe-~A1-Alam Al-Arabi (Zho Ayab 
Bannor). -- This publication which calls itself tthe of ficial oy an 
of the Arab youth in America,” is one of the most militantly anti- 
Allied newspapers in Arrentina, Its editor is Abdul Latif Kl-Jachin, 
‘the Argontine lieutenant of one Suisin, in Ghile, who is reputed 


to be the leader of the so-calied Arab Youth Movement in South 


America, The paper advocates Pan-Arabisn, 
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La Bandera Arabe, which appears every Jednesday, claims a 
circulation of 44,000 although postal employees state that 1,200 
is a more accurate estimate. Almost all ite news is printed in 
Arabic, but a few Spanish articles are included. The offices of 
the paper are at Calle Campaiia 621. | 

The paper is known to receive financial aid from the Gernans. 
Tits policy is nevertheless more anti-democratic than pro-Nazi, 
attacking Great Britain and President Roosevelt for supporting 
Palestinian Jews against the Arabs. ‘The paper 18 supposedly con- 
trolled by a group of prominent Muslims in Buenos Aires under Adned 
Abboud, but its policy is actually directed from Europe by the Emir 
Shakib Arslan. El-Jachin is believed to receive Nazi subsidies throu:h 
an intermediary naned Fleischer. 

(2) Natur eleisiam~~Al-fitrah AinIelamiah. 

ealled Alfutra (Islanic .satchman).--Natur el-Islam is, with La 
Bandera Arabs, the only completely Muslin newspaper now published 
in Buenos Aires. It ie not only anti-democratic but actively pro~ 
Nazi. Its editor, Saifuddin Rahhal, has long been known as an agitator, 
and has received subsidies from Bernhard von folfergdorff of the Press 


Department of the German Embassy. 


Natur el-Islam is published twice weekly on the premises of the 


blacklisted Rustem Brothers at Calle Reconquista 1010. The a: jority 
of its news is in Arabic and comes from Trans-Ocean and sinilar 
sources. Rahhal constantly attsoke Britain and occasionally the 


United Statee. He is in constant touch with Emir Shokib Arslan in 
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(3) Al Istiklal (Independence). -- This paper 
is less vehomently Pan-Arab than La Bandera frabe, and Natur el-iIsilam. 
Its editor, until his death in January 1943, was the mir Emin Arslan, 
brother of the iimir Shakib Arslan. It is published twice a month 
at Calle Weipii 375, and is entirely in Arabic. 

Al Istiklal's policy was anti-Allied and anti-British but 
pro-French until the death of amin Arslan. It has now become unti- 
French as well. 

(4) Le Unién Ardbige (Arabic Union).-- This is 
a small, unimportant magezine which is violently Arab Nationalist 
and accordingly equally violently anti-Allied. Suoposedly a monthly, 
it anpears whenever finances and material permit. Frrinted almost 
wholly in Arabic, it is written and published by José Slydd at Calle 
Valdenesro 3452. The magazine was founded in 1940 

c. Syro-Lebanese Nationalist Press (Non-luslim) 

(1) Azzaubehe--61 Ciclén (The “ihirlwind). -- This 
is the official organ of Antun Saadeh, founded by him in 1940. It 
is written and directed by Suadeh although the nominal director and 
owner is Saudeh's lieutenant, Yubran Massuh. Its format is thet of 
a literary magazine, with several pages in Spanish and the rest in 
Bbrabic. ‘There are occasional Brazilian srticles in Portuguese. The 
review appears twice 9 month and has a circulation of about 2,500 


copies. Its contents are devoted to Saadeh's cause as well as to 


totalitarian propaganda. The offices are ut Calle Bahfa Blanca 2959, 
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and the printshop at Calle Reconquista 862, 

(2) Azzaman (Time). -» This paper, until its 
demise in January 1943, wes edited by Yauad Neder, & mouthpiece of 
Antun Seadeh, who reflected Saadeh’s opiniones, fhe owners of 
Azgeman, the Samra brothers, have done printing for 41 Pamporo. 
Nader still works on a partetime basis for the Diario Siriolbanés. 

(3) La Union Libanesae-Alelttihad Ale-Lubneni 
(The Lebanese Union). <- This magazine, although relatively small 
and unimportant is turned out in one of the most prolific Arabic- 
language print-shops in Argentina, “La Comercial" of Rustom Brothers 
at Calle Reconquista 1010. It is an eight-page weekly with most of 
the text in Arabic, It claims @ circulation of 5,000, but 1,000 
is probably more accurate, The founder, proprietor, and director. 
is Rachid Assad Rustom, who with his two brothers makes up the 
firm “Rustom Hermanos." The brothers are Lebanese, and advocate the 
independence of Lebanon from Syria as well as from all foreign man= 
dates. 

Various informants report that La Unién Libaneca is not particularly 
pro-Axis, although it uses the graphic services of Trans-OQcean un= 
officially, and the news services of Correo Periodistico Sudamericano, 
It is said to be deeply influenced by the Maronite Fathers, Rustom 
has also occasionally printed such violently anti-democratic Arebic 
papers as Natur el-Jslam and La Bandera Arabe, and portions of Ll 
Pampero. The print-shop has consequently been put on the British 


and United States Proclaimed Lists, although La Unién Libanesa waa 
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not specifically included. 

(4) Ad-Difah (Defense), =~ This sixtcen-page semi- 
monthly founded in June 1942, is directed by Rafael Lahoud and 
Antonio Saab. -It is printed half in Arabic and half in Spanish. 

The Spanish text is extremely p.o~Allied, showing especial friend- 
liness tovard the United States. A recent number was dedicated to 
the United States in gratitude cr American recognition of thu inm . 
dependence of Syria and Lebanon. The Arabic text is favorable to 
Soviet Russia. ‘he two texts are not always in agreement; the 
United States Office of Censorship at Balboa declares the Arabic 
section noutral with respect to the war. Ad-Difah is on the black~ 
list of thc British Embassy and the Inter-Allied Propaganda Office 
in paande Aires, apparently because of the reputation of the paper's 
owner, Rafaei Lahoud. | 

Ad=Difah Suede on a systematic campaign of denunciation of 
Moisés J. Azize, the Diario Siriolibanés, and Antun Saadeh. 

d. The Maronite Press 

(1) El iisionero (The Missionary). -~ This paper 
is the organ of ihe Maronite Fathers, and as such hee a proit dowd 
of influence anong the Syro-Lebanese. It is a four-page semi-ticekly, 
with one page in Spanish and three in Arabic. The contents are 
chiefly of a religious n-ture but vhatever political material there 
is, expreases & denocratic and pro~Allied point of view. The papar 
is published in the printshop of the Maronite Pathers. 


(2) Los Sirios (Syrians).-~ This is a Braz-lian 
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Arabic review published by tho Maronite Fathers in Argentina be- 
cause of the Brazilian government's orohibition of the publishing 
of foreign-lenguage periodicals. The editor, Chicralla (or Chucri) 
“1 dorr of Rio de Janeiro, formerly published a magazine in Rio. 

He furnishes the material for Los Sirios and the list of people to 
Whom it is to be sent. The review has been pronounced politically 
harmiess by translators. 


e. ‘“iscellaneous 


{1) Ahla Usahla-- Bienvenida (elcome). -- This 


-social, humorous, a-d musical review is published in Arabic and Spanish 
about ten times a year. Its director is Gatriel Trabulci; its of- 
fices are at Calle Keconquiste 730. 

(2) Al Ahita-- La Vida (Life).-- This is a monthly 
published mostly in Arabic. Its director is Jor;se Assas; ita offices 
are at Calle Paraguay 487, the address of Assalam. 

(3) Chaje (2). -- The Argentine publishing 
directory lists a newspaper of this nume with offices at Gorriti 5121. 

(4) La Situacién (The State of Affairs). -- Published 
twice-monthly, this is the orcan of the Syro-Lebanese Chamber of Commerce. 
Its offices are at Calle Reconquista 210. 

| 2. The Frovinces 
a, Kevista de la Sociedad Unién Sirio-Libanesa. -- 
Santa Fé. province of Santa Fé. 
b. 4&1 Eca de Oriente (The Echo of the Mast). -- Tucunaén, 


province of Tucumén. Founded in 1917, this eif>t-page newspaper appears 
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in Arabic and Spanish. Its director is Nacib Baaclim. The offices 
of the paper are at Calle Muiiecas 298-300, 


B. Brasil 


(The following list includes all Arabic-language periodicals 


issued in Brazil at the time of the decree against publication in 
foreign languages. Only the two periodicals starred have soatinnsd 
publication in Portuguese. ) 
| 1, Rio de Janeiro (Federal District) 
ie A Verdade (Truth ) 
b. Al Riondat (?) 
c. Confederagio Libanesa (Lebanese Confederation) 
d. A Liberfade (Freedom) 
So Paulo 
®, Al Alker (?) 
b, Liga Andaluza de Letras Arabes (Andalusian League 
of Arabic letters) 
‘sfinge (The Sphinx) 
Fata Lubnan (Lebanese Youth) 
0 Oriente (The ast) 
O Kspelho do Mundo (The “orld Mirror) 
*Al Ruad-~ O Reporter (sic) (Thunder) 
Didrio Sirio (Syriun Daily) 
Os Liborais (The Liberals) 
k. Al “iatan-- A Pétria (The Fatherland). -- This 
periodical receives occusional subsidies from the British and I'ranch 


embassies 
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1. A Liga (The League ) 
m. AssikraeeA Reminiscéncia (Remembrance) 
'C. Chile 


1. 1 Mundo frabe (Tie Arab World). “a sunase: A 


va 


© monthdy which began publication in 1935, went out of existence 


and reappeared in May 1938, It describes itself as the "organ of 
: the Arabic-speuking communities." ) 
| 2, Al-Islah--La Reforma (The Reform). -= Santiago. 
Published by Jorge Sabaj Zurob, this periodical is pro-Axis in its 
“content. Ite offices are at Bellavista 263. 
D. Cubs 

1. La Vou de Orionte--Sautuchark (The Voice of tie Bust). ~- 
Habana. Edited by Antonio Serrano, this peper has the reputation - 
of being procAxis. Its offices are at Rernoza 110. 

20 La Unién (The Union). += Habana. Published from 1927 
to 1938, this newspaper was revived during the war. Its editor is 
Perid Sabe, who is firmly proeAllied. | 

1, Al Pared (The Unique): -- Mexico Gity. Udited by Nacif 

aan Fadl, this is a weekly devoted to topics of general interest, a 
variety review in the Huropean sense of the tern, 

20. Al Gorbal (The Sieve), -- Mexico City. This periodical 
appears monthly under the editorship of Juan Bichara, 

3, Al Kustas (The Balance), -- Mexico City. This has the 


widest circulation of the Mexican Arabicelanguage periodicals, fdited 
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by Alfredo Slim, it appears weekly. It has some Fighting French 


backing. 

4. Emir (The Prince )--Mexico City. Like Al Fared above, 
this is devoted to topics of general interest. It is issued monthly 
under the editorship of Alfonso N. Aned. 


5, Libano (Lebanon) -~ Mexico City. 
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APPENDIX lil 
Gitizenship and Protection of Syro-Lebanese Emigrants 


Most of the Syro-Lebanese inmigrants have become citizens. of 
their new country and passed completely under its. jurisdiction. In 
the case of those who have not becomes naturalized, the break-up of 


the Ottoman Empire at the end of World ‘iar I produced a good deal 


of confusion about citizenship. As long as the Ottoman Empire 


lasted, the immigrants were considered to be Turkish subjects and 
under the protection of Turkish consular officials. The Maronites 
usually avoided contact with the Turkish consulates and preferred, 

in each center, to group themselves around one of their own number 
who-acted'as their official representative in dealings with Latin 
Americen authorities, In serious difficulties they often approached 
the local French representative, -who iterrcasd on the basis of 

the traditionally good relations between the Lebanese dnd the Frerich: 

In 1923 after the awarding of the mandate over Syria and 

iebenon to France and over Palestine to Great Britain, the Syro- 


yehanges , residents in Latin America were Fis ‘the opportunity to 


t ‘ 
dgplare: those phpioe, rividee eee i Those Ne ie od te opt for 


the citizenship of ons of the mehdated comtries rémairied Harielen 
citizens, In view of the fact that many of the Syro-Lebanese gave 
up Turkish citizenship, Turkey cénsidered it useless to maintain 
all of its consulates and closed down many of them, confiding the 


protection of ita citizens to other countries, In Brazil, the 


= \ i ae 
A 
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protecting power for Turkish citizens became Spain. About 40% 
of the syro-Lebanese in Brazil retaining foreign citizenship 
are still Turkish citizens. 

The protection of the Syrians and Lebanese was automatically 
a concern of French consulates until the expulsion of High | 
Commissioner Dentz, which was followed by the proclamation of the 
independence of Syria and Lebanon by the Fighting French. As a 
result of veveoments concluded between the republics of Syria 
and Lebanon, on the one hand, and the Fighting French, on the other, 
the latter are churged with representing the interests of the two 
new states in those countries where they have not considered it 
necessary to set up their own representation, The Fighting French 
have therefore continued to protect the interests of Syrian and 


Lebanese nationals in Latin America. 
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MIDDLE EASTERN PROBLEMS Fr 
IN THE ARAB~AMERICAN MIRRO® HE app ig ig44 & & 
pe Ae 205 SF 
Arab~Amerlcans are heartily in favor of 5 Sey Secs ee | 
ject for American exploitation of Arabian"orre 
Their unity on the subject equais and is reijated << ~ 
to their opposition to Zionist agitation for the 
‘estab/sishment of a Jewish commonweaith in Pates- 
tine. On inter-Arab religious and political 
problems, however, underlying disagreements and 
confiicts continue. 


DURING the first quarter of 1944 the principle subjects of discussion 
in the Arab-American press were the "threat" of Zionism and the 
spectacular project for the building of a pipeline across Arabia with 
the financial backing of the United States Government. On the latter, 
all of the papers in March were beginning to comment with enthusiasm. 
Franco-Lebanese relations had receded into the background, while 
Lebanese independence, Arab federation, and other political problems 
were only occas /ona! ly discussed. 

Widely scattered and not highly organized or given to attending 
meetings, the Arab-American community voices its opinion through a smal} 
but lively press. Comprising nine papers ~ two dail'ies, two publ ished 
three times a week, three semi-weeklies, and two weeklies -~ the Arab- 
language oress has a total circulation probably not exceeding 15,000. 


Largest and most important of the papers is the daily al-Hoda of New York: 
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Lebanese-Naronite and separatist, it has in the past been accused of 
being subsidized by the French. The smaller al-AbhlaP of New York 
prints a more moderate and Jess pro-French version of the same views, 
while the semi-weekl y nl-Istanh.of New York speaks for the Orthodox 
Christians of Syrian descent. Largest of the papers representing the 
non-separatist Syrian minority of Arab-Americans are the nationalistic 
Brooklyn daily as-Sameer and the liberal and Pan-Arab Mernat~-ul-Gharb 
published three times a week in New York City. A Syrian-Druse paper 
which serves also as the voice of Syrian-American Moslems is al-Bayan 
formerly of Brooklyn but now issued three times a week in Washington, 
D. C., the most Pan-Arab publication in the United States. Since all 
the papers are kept and passed on from hand to hand it is estimated 
that they reach ultimately some 50,000 readers, or aoproximately one- 


third of the Arab-American community. 


Lebanese separatists, Syrian nationalists, Arab federa- 
Opposition 
to Zionism tionists, Catholic, Orthodox, Druse, and Moslems, pro- 
Unanimous visionally submerging their other differences, have 


remained joined in opposition to Zionism. 


The most abundant fuel for this unanimous opposition was provided 


by the public hearings on the resolution introduced in the House by 
Representatives James A. Wright of Pennsylvania and Ranul f Compton of 
Connecticut urging that the United States take approoriate measures to 
bring about the onening of Palestine to Jewish immigration, leading 


ultimately to the reconstitution of Palestine as a Jewish commonweal th. ° 


* See “American Zionists and the Paiestine Resolution," FN Number B-165 
of 9 March 1944. 
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The principal witnesses for the Arab Side were Professor Philip K. Hi ti 
of Princeton, and Mr. Faris S. _Malouf, Boston lawyer. an Arab-American 
Papers applauded the stand of these two witnesses. | Aaah (24 Febru- 
ary) lashed out against supporters of the resolution whom it accused of 
trying to play havoc with other people‘s rights. The United States _ 
entered the war to safeguard right against aggression, ns-Soyeh asserted. 
Why then, did these Representatives ignore all principles of justice 
and try to dispose of other people’s homelands? Did they not realize 
that by supporting Zionism they were stabbing democracy in the back? 
Americans of Arab origin insist that their anti-Zionist feeling is 

political and not anti-Jewish. The Arabs, it is asserted, sympathize 

_ deeply with the Jewish victims of persecution and are ready to give 
Shelter to their full quota of refugees in Palestine. But the Zionists, 
they declare, are taking advantage of a humanitarian problem which has 
evoked the commiseration of the whole world, and are trying under its 
cover to force through a ruthless political scheme whereby a Jewish home 
would be transformed into an independent national state built up entirely 
at the expense of Arab interests and violating one of the cardinal prin- 


ciples proclaimed by the United Nations. 


The protests addressed to the President and 
the Departinent of State by ail of the Arab 


Aftermath of the 
Congressionai Hearings 
States except Saudi Arabia against the Wright- 


Compton and the Senatorial Wagner-Taft resolutions were widely publ i- 
cized and approved in the Arab-American newspapers; while Senator Wagner‘s 


reply to a message from members of the !raqi Parliament drew rather 


caustic editorial comment. The Senator was quoted as stating that "the 
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American Congress has for the last hundred years been able to make its 


own decisions ee Bibl outside interference.“ Senator Wagner and his 


friends, as<So de remarked (3 March), were the offenders in the matter | 
of " ut ide ae Galena rence: "yet they insisted on being the plaintiffs. 

He gi Visor, usually mild and conservative in tone, devoted some 
bitter phrases to what it called Senator Wagner’s ignorance and 
Stubbornness, and especially to his assertion that he entertained nothing 
but the deepest friendship for al] the Arabs. Continuing the attack, 
as~Snmeer charged, as had al 1 Ietanh previously, that many of the Senators 
and Representatives supporting the resolutions, Democrats and Republicans 
alike, were doing so purely for potitical reasons, being eager to win the 
Jewish vote in the coming elections. | 
| ‘The statement of General Marshali to the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, which was followed by the shelving of the Palestine resolutions 
in the Senate and the House, was greeted with deep relief by the Arab~ 
American press and community. it was felt that a great victory had been 
' won; but all were troubled by the fear that the problem had not yet been 
definitively settled and that the struggle would have to be resumed. 

The statement given by President Roosevelt to Rabbis Abba Hillel 
Silver and Stephen S. Wise and made public before the National Conference 
on Palestine, in meshington 9 March, did nothirg to allay these fears. 

As -Sameer and ah-Hoan, however, interoreted the President’s remarks to 
mean that a final settlement would be deferred until the end of the war; 
deferment, they thought, would aid the Arab cause. 

During the period of the Committee hearings, several journals had 


urged their readers to shower their representatives in Congress with 
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letters of protest, and some papers printed model letters to be cut out, 
copied or adanted. A great many such letters were actually sent to 
Wash ington. 

A constant theme in almost al! the paoers has emphasized the need 
for vigilance and united action. “Unwatched property," said aé- amyon, 
quoting Arab folklore, "leads to theft." Asserting that the Zionists 
were admirably organized, and under efficient leadership were intensi~ 
fying their propaganda, os-Sameer has repeatedly urged Arab-Americans 
to organize in defense of Arab rights. Other papers have supported 
the idea and perhaps as a result of this campaign there has been or~ 
ganized in New York, according to as~Sayeh, a branch of the Arab Ameri~ 
can League for the Defense of Democracy. The parent organization was 
founded in Flint, Michigan, in the soring of 1943 as_the League of 
American Arab Committees for Dene racy: with the express purpose of 
fighting political Zionism.* jt has apparently not been too energetic 
in seeking adherents, since its first affiliate seems to be the branch 
now formed in New York: but the parent society has recently appointed a 
special committee of outstanding members to work for the defense of 
Palestine againu. Zionist aims. 

Criticism of Throughout the discussion reference has of course 
British Policy frequently been made to Great Britain. The British 
Government is said to have been beguiled by the 


Zionists into the’ blunder of issuing the Balfour Declaratien in 1917; 


now the Zionists are trying to involve the United States in the same 


* See FN Number B-48 of 7 June 1943. 
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error. On the other hand, the White Paper which the Arabs originally 
rejected, is now regarded with some measure of approval. Palestine is 
no longer merely a British problem, os-Snmeer asserted 2 March; it has 
become an international question in which Russia’s new interest in the 
Middle East will play a decisive role. 

Al~Roda (26 February) in what was apparently meant as a veiled 
reference to Great Britain, spoke of a mysterious hand behind the Scenes. 
That it was there is proved, the paper said, by the contradictory 
measures taken in connection with the two Middie Castern crises. On the 
one hand pressure was applied for an immediate settlement of the Lebanese 
question: but on the other hand, delay was urged in dealing with the 
Palestinian problem. Such action, al~goria concluded, could only have 
been taken by a great Power. Nahas Pasha, Prime Minister of Egypt, was 
quote by the same vaper as favoring the delay; and he was credited with 
having brought around all the othe, Arab states except Saudi Arabia to 
agree with his view. 

Exploitation Although announcement of plans for the pene eret ion 
of Arobion oit by the United States of a pipeline to carry oi! from 
Endorsed the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean immediately 


received widespread publicity in the American press 


and evoked a spirited discussion both for and against, it was at first 


treated with remarkable caution by the Arabic-language newspapers in 
this country. The original report, translated from J. H. Carmical’s 
article in the New Yor Pimas (28 January}, was published without 
editorial comment in oi-#oda on 28 January and in rs Someer of 


_ Brooklyn the next day. After the appearance uf Secretary Ickes’ 
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statement (5 February) and especially after the vigorous bolstering of 


the project by President Roosevelt in a press conference (11 February) 


‘some Arab-American editors felt themselves treading on safe ground and 
ventured to express opinions. 

Al-Bayon of Brooklyn already on 40 February welcomed the idea that 
the United States Government should participate in the development of 
oil deposits in the Middle East. Connecting the agreement with the 
recent visit of the two Saudi--Arabian princes in Washington, * al-Bayan 
termed it a brilliant achievement of King Ibn Saud “who had the fore-- 
sight and the power to confer with Americans and entrust the task to 
them." America, ni~Bnyen continued; was a power very desirable to have 
in the Middle East, for America had no secret or open designs on any~ 
body’s land, and her sense of fair play was proverbial. American de- 
velopment of the Arabian oil deposits, the oaper concluded, would be of 
the greatest benefit to the entire Middle East as well as to America. 

Herent-ul-Gharb of New York on 16 February came out strongly in 
favor of American participation in the exploitation of Arabian oil. 
President Roosevelt's arguments for the need of a reserve source of of] 
in the Middle East were warmly seconded. The paper severely criticized 
those Senators, Congressmen, and others who had voiced opposition to 
the project. They were the same people, the paper declared, who had been 
isolationists before Pear] Harbor and whose motto had always been and 
would continue to be “to hell with the world, we are interested in profits." 
Fortunately, Heraat-ul~Ghorb added, they constituted only a smali minority 


in America, 


* See FN Number 157 of 30 October 1943, 
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As~-Sameer of Brooklyn (20 March) took a similar position, charging 
that isolationists were trying to clip the wings of the American eagle 
("the sky is for eagles and not for starlings"), and adding that if we 
had beaten Japan to the Far Eastern sources of rubber and oi], Japan 
would not have been able to attack us. 

Al~Hodn, the Lebanese separatist daily, has given more space and 
thovght to the problem of Arabian oil than any of the other papers. 
in its news columns it has summarized the discussions in the leading 
American journals, and it has presented its own views in a Series of 
editorials. The United States was determined, al~dodn stated (3 March), 
to become a leading power in the air after the war, and must therefore be 
vitally interested in the Arabian oi1 deposits which are among the 
largest of their kind in the world. The paper drew attention to the im- 
portance of economic factors in the formulation of foreign policies. 
This new interest in Arabian oi] explained recent American political 
activity in the Middie East. Economically it would be of vast benefit 
to al! Arab lands. 

On the political side, al-forn asserted, American interest In 
Arabian oii would be very damaging to the Zionist program for establishing 
a Jewish state in Palestine. The United States and Great Britain have 
seen the necessity for conciliating the Arabs and winning their friend 
ship, and they would therefore work for a settlement in Palestine doing 
justice to Arab rights. The United States, moreover, would be in the 
Middle East to stay, not as an imperialist power, it was hoped, but with 
a pol icy of live and let live in accordance with the terms of the Atlan-- 


tic Charter. 
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The attitude of al-Hoda, essentially shared by the Syrian Ortho~ 
dox papers Heroat-ul~Gharb and ns-Someer and by the Druse-Moslem ol~ 
Boyan, may safely be taken as reflecting the feeling of the Arab- 
American Consmin tty as a whole. Conversations with Americans of Arab 
origin have indicated that almost all are ardently honing that the 
agreement will be speedily ratified and put into execution. Great 
Britain is rarely mentioned, although the special interest of the 
British in the exploitation of Middle Eastern oi] is recognized. it 
seemed to be commonly assumed that the United States and Britain could 
and would settle to mutual satisfaction such conflicting matters as 
might arise. | | | 


Differences Although the animosities aroused at the time of the 
over Lebanon Franco-Lebanese crisis have largely subsided, el~#oda, 

| representing the Lebanese-Maronites, at intervals still 
raises its voice in defense of the French and in regret that the French 
mandate over Lebanon was cast off with so great haste. Pan-Arab papers 
such as the Druse-Moslem rl-Bnyan seize the opportunity whenever offered 
to criticize French harshness and injustice towards Se eae a or to 
fulminate against French imperialism. The separates nb=Geber § Detroit, 
on the other hand, published a story 27 January chargifig-ttat British 
agents fomented the Lebanese disorders, expending much gold in bribing a 
smal] minority of malcontents to make trouble while the great majority of 
the Lebanese were content with the French mandate. As~Sameer, for its 
part, accused General de Gaulle and the French Committee of National . 
Liberation of bad faith and insolence in sending a High Commissioner to 


Lebanon without oreviously having consulted the Lebanese Government 
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concerning the appointment, as diplomatic custom demanded. The paper 


approved the refusal of the Lebanese Government to meet the French 
Cormissioner on his arrival. 
The contest between the Lebanese separatists and the advocates of 

‘Arab federation has continued whenever occasion presented itself. 

Standing for the cause of absolute independence for Lebanon, ol-#ona 
was pleased to publish (11 February) the categorical statenent of the 

Lebanese president Bechara al Khoury, that Lebanon will never yield its 

Sovereignty by joining a Greater Syria nor will it be part of any Arab 
federation. The same paper a few days later welcomed the supplementary 

announcement of the Lebanese Prime Minister Riad Solh, formerly known 


as a Pan-Arab enthusiast, that he, too, now favored independence. 


A Peleration = = declaration attributed to Prince Faisal of Saudi 
| Loses, Support Arabia during his passage through Egypt homeward- 
a bound from America has gravely weakened the cause 

of Arab federation among Arab-Americans. The Prince was quoted as . 
Say ing that in the view of his father, King Abdul-Aziz (Ibn Saud), any 
Arab federation must be based on the Koran. This stipulation that the 
federation must be officially Moslem has alarmed Christian Arabs and 
disturbed liberal Mohammédans. Supporters of the movement for federation 
have had most of the support knocked out from under their case; while the 
separatists have unexpectedly been provided with a powerful, fresh 


argument to win adherents. 
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Several of the papers have recently devoted some 


Arabs of 
Korth Africa attention to the Arabs of North Africa and to their 


movement for the creation of an independent Arab state 
comprising Tunis, Algeria, and Morocco. Heront~ui-Gherb, reporting 
that a committee had been formed in Cairo to further such a project, 
expatiated on the widespread hatred for the French said to prévail 
among North African Arabs together with a desire for the termination of 
French rule. if a mandate were necessary, the paper concluded, the 
Arabs would prefer to have America assume responsibility for it. Al- 
Bayon, calling the Arabs of. Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco "the for~ 
gotten peoples" asserted that they would continue to suffer the fate 
of enslaved peoples under the yoke of France, unless the United Na~ 
tions through American leadership did something about it. Al-Islnah, 
referring to the same stirrings for independence among the North 
African Arabs, regarded the repressive measures to which the French 
were resorting, aS promising signs of future developments, for they 
were similar to the measures employed by the French imperialists in 
Lebanon, which alienated the good will of the people there and ulti~ 
mately led.to the liberation of Lebanon. Al~Islanh, too, believed 
that although most of the North Africans desired independence, many 
would be favorable to an American or a British mandate. England's 
promise that Libya would not be given back to Italy was of the utmost 
importance to the Arab world which was relying on Great Britain to keep 


that promise. 
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Syrian jintional Though apparently not mentioned in any of the 


party Reported papers, a movement is believed to be under way to 


2, do 
Reviving — revive interest in the Syrian National Party. The 
enn aati A 


leader of the movement in this country is said to 
be Dr. Fakhri Maluf who lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts, but com- 
mutes to Worcester where he teaches physics and mathematics at Holy 
Cross. Dr. Maluf, aman in his late twenties, came to the United 
States in 1°78, and after first studying at the University of Michigan, 
received his doctorate from Harvard. A devout Roman Catholic, Dr. 
Maluf is thought to be too deeply religious and too immersed in 
academic philosophy to be a realiy effective leader. Nevertheless, 
some of his compatriots think that His brilliance and charm are such 
that he may ultimately emerge as ruler of his people. 
i _Dr. Maluf was registered in 1942 under the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act as representative in the United States of the Syrian 
National Party. Subsequentiy in June 1943, he requested that his per- 
sonal registration be withdrawn and a new one substituted in the name 
of the organization itself. Maluf has been regarded as spokesman for 
the Syrian nationalist leader, Antun Sa‘adah, row living in exile in. 
Argentina, although his friends say that Maluf has had no recent con- 
tact with Satadah. It is known that no prominent Syrian-Americans in 
Boston and probably very few others have actually joined his organiza~ 
tion: and the party is believed to have only a handful of members in 
the United States. At a closed meeting held 19 March in Boston, no 


more than 25 persons were present. 
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The principles and aims of the Syrian National Party have been 
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set forth together with the text of the members‘ cath, in a small pam~ 
phlet printed in English, a copy of which has come into the possession 
of this Branch. The statement of principles begins with the assertion 
‘ that Syria is for the Syrians and the Syrians are a complete nation. 
Syria is defined as extending from the Taurus Range in the north to 
the Suez Canal in the south, including the Sinai peninsula and the 
Gulf of Akaba; and from the Syrian Sea in the west to the Syrian 
‘desert up to its junction with the Tigris in the east. 
| Separation of church and state, removal of all barriers between 
~. the different sects, abolition of feudalism, security of the rights of 


- labor, and the creation of a strong army to defend the country, are 


among the principles proclaimed. The aim of the party, the pamphlet 
‘continues, is to create a Syrian national revival to realize these 
principles and to work for the formation of an Arab front. In a series 
of questions, prospective members are asked if they believe in these 
principles; are prepared to apply, spread, and defend them; and are 
willing to accept the discipline of the party and preserve its secrets 
within the limits of their responsibilities as citizens of the United 
“States. — 
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ARABS AID AXIS IN ARGENTINA. . « « « «BY TOM NELSON 


MONTEVIDEO (ONA)--ONE OF THE MOST INDEFATIGABLE AND EFFECTIVE AXIS 
AGENTS IN LATIN AMERICA 1S A HANDSOME, STOCKY, DARKISH, FORTYISH ARAB 
NAMED ANTOUN SAADI. | | 

ANTOUN 1$ FUEHRER OF A STORM-TROOP ORGANIZATION OF ARAB NATIONAL- 
ISTS REACHING INTO EVERY IATIN AMERICAN STATE AND HAVING CONTACTS EVEN 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

WHILE HIS STORM-TROOP ARABS NUMBER AT MOST 20,000 AND CONSEQUENTLY 
DO NOT CONSTITUTE AN IMPORTANT MILITARY FACTOR, THEY ARE CONCEDED BY 
INFORMED OBSERVERS TO BE AN EXCELLENT ESP LONAGE ORGANIZATION FOR THE 
AXI§ IN THIS HEMRSPHERE. | 
ONE OF THEIR VIRTUES, EXTREMELY HELPFUL AT A TIME WHEN AXIS ESPION@ 
AGE OPERATES UNDER DIFFICULTIES, 1S THAT LITTLE ATTENTION IS PAID TO 
THEM BY THE AUTHORITIES. | 

AND NOT THE LEAST USEFUL DUTY THEY PERFORM FOR THE AXIS IS THE | 
FUNNELING OF PRO-AXIS PROPAGANDA TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. THIS 1S DONE THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF A RAB NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN 

- LATIN AMERICAN, PARTICULARLY ARGENTINA, WHICH ARE SMUGGLED TO ARAB@ 
SPEAKING COUNTRIES TO PROVE THAT ALL THE ARABS IN AMERICA ARE FASCISTS 
AND PROAXIS. 

ANTOUN'S PERSONAL ORGAN, THE BI-MONTHLY AZ2AUBAHA (THE CYCLONE) 
PUBLISHES WITHOUT INTERFERENCE IN ARGENTINA WHILE LEFTIST AND LIBERAL 
ARAB PAPERS, OF WHICH THERE WERE A NUMBER, HAVE BEEN SUPPRESSED BY THE 
ARGENTINE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP. , 

BUT ANTOUN'S ACTIVITIES, DANGEROUS AS THEY MAY BE TO THE ALLIED 
CAUSE, DO NOT GENUINELY REFLECT THE FEELINGS OF THE MAJORITY OF THE 
ARABS IN LATIN AMERICA, OF WHOM THERE ARE CLOSE TO 900,000. 

. OF THIS NUMBER SOME 400,000 LIVE IN ARGENTINA, AN EQUAL NUMBER IN 
BRAZIL, 10,000 EACH IN PARAGUAY AND URUGUAY, 20,000 IN CHILE, 15,000 IN 
COLOMBIA, 8,000 IN BOLIVIA AND 15 OR 20,000 IN THE REST OF SOUTH 
AMERICA. | 

THE PRESENCE OF 400,000 ARABS IN ARGENTINA IS LITTLE NOTICED, AS - 
THEY USUALLY ASSIMILATE EASILY. THERE ARE, FOR EXAMPLE, VERY FEW ARAB : 
SCHOOLS IN ARGENTINA SO THAT THE ARAB CHILDREN GROW UP AND STUDY WITH 
OTHER ARGENTINE CHILDREN AND LITTLE DIFFERENCE 1S NOTICEABLE. | 

IN BUENOS AIRES, THERE ARE SOME STREETS POPULATED MOSTLY WITH ARABS, 
AND SOME BUSINESS QUARTERS SHOW AN ARAB MAJORITY, BUT THE LARGEST 

_ GROUPS OF THE ARAB IMMIGRATION. WENT 10 THE NORTHERN PROVINCES OF 
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ARGENTINA WHERE CLIMATIC CONDITIONS ARE MORE FAVORABLE TO THEM. IN 
THESE PROVINCES THEY OFTEN REPRESENT MINORITIES OF 15 PER CENT OR 
GREATER. WHILE THE FIRST IMMIGRANTS WERE MOSTLY CONNECTED WITH TEXTILE 
MANUFACTURE AND IMPORT, TODAY THEY ARE REPRESENTED IN ALL SOCIAL CLASSES 
AND ALL OCCUPATIONS. 

THIRTY PER CENT OF THE ARAB IMMIGRANTS ARE FROM SYRIA AND 50 PER 
CENT FROM LEBANON, BUT THERE ARE ALSO PALESTINE ARABS, AND ARABS FROM 
SAUDI ARABIA AND EGYPT, ABOUT TWO*THIRDS ARE CHRISTIANS AND ONE. THIRD 
MOSLEMS. THEY BELONG TO 20 OR MORE CHRISTIAN AND MOSLEM SECTS. 


IN ARGENTINA THE ARABS ARE ORGANIZED INTO SOME 200 POLITICAL, SOCI | 


SOCIAL, SPORTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS. THEY HAVE TWO DAILIES, 11 
WEEKLY OR BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS , EIGHT MAGAZINES. POLITICALLY, THEY 
ARE DIVIDED IN A GREAT NUMBER OF FACTIONS, SO THAT IT 1S HARD EVEN FOR 
AN ARAB TO UNDERSTAND ARABIAN POLITICS IN ARGENTINA, THE INTERNATIONAL 
TENDENCIES OF WHICH ARE EXTREMELY CONFUSED. EVEN ON THE JEWISH ISSUE 
THEY ARE NOT UNITED. THERE IS A VIOLENTLY ANTI~JEWISH NEWSPAPER, THE 
MNATUR=ISLAM," WHOSE EDITORS WANT ALL JEWS SENT TO THE SAHARA, AND A 
PRO~JEWISH PAPER "ASSALAM" (PEACE), WHICH 1S OPPOSED TO THE BRITISH 
WHITE PAPER ON PALESTINE. | 
" ALTHOUGH PROBABLY 60 PER CENT OF THE ARGENTINE ARABS STAND ON THE 

SIDE OF THE UNITED NATIONS, EITHER SYMPATHIZING WITH THEM OR ACTIVELY 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE W AR EFFORT, IT HAS PROVED IMPOSSIBLE TO UNITE THEM. | 
DIFFERENCES ON SEEMINGLY MINOR QUESTIONS HAVE PROVED A MAJOR OBSTACLE. 

ONE OF THE LATEST EFFORTS TO UNITE ALL ARGENTINE ARABS, AS A MATTER 
OF. FACT ALL AMERICAN ARABS, WAS MADE BY ANTOUN SAADI, WHO FOR MORE THAN 
TEN YEARS SOUGHT RECOGNITION AS THE FUEHRER OF ALL SYRIO-LEBANESE 
ARABS, — 

AFTER HAVING STUDIES FASCIST METHODS OF ORGANIZATION AND PROPAGANDA 
IN GERMANY AND ITALY, HAVING BECOME A FRIEND OF HITLER AND MUSSOLINI 
AND HAVING BEEN TAUGHT HOW TO BECOME THE FUEHRER OF HIS OWN PEOPLE, 
ANTOUN RETURNED IN THE EARLY THIRTIZS TO SYRIA. HE WAS WELL PROVIDED 
WITH MONEY BY WEALTHY SYRIAN NATIONALISTS AND OTHER SOURCES, AND SO 
ORGANIZED HIS SYRIAN NATIONALIST PARTY. BEING A TRAINED ORGANIZER, A 
GOOD PROPAGANDIST AND AN EXCELLENT AND CONVINCING SPEAKER, HE SUCCEEDED 
IN FORMING A NATIONALIST MOVEMENT WHICH, WITH ITS YOUTH AND STUDENT 
MOVEMENTS , AND MILITARY FORMATIONS ORGANIZED LIKE HITLER'S STORM 
TROOPERS AND MUSSOLINI'S BLACKSHIRTS, CREATED A LOT OF TROUBIE FOR THE 
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FRENCH AUTHORITIES. FINALLY, NOT LONG BEFORE THE WAR, THE FRENCH WERE 
SO ANNOYED THAT THEY SUPPRESSED ANTOUN'S PARTY AND HIS OTHER SEMI-LEGAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. SOME OF THE MINOR LEADERS WENT TO JAIL, BUT ANTOUN AND 

LF A DOZEN OF THE PRINCIPAL LEADERS WENT TO BERLIN. LATER ON, THE 
GERMANS DECIDED TO EXPORT ANTOUN 70 SC‘ITH AMERICA. 

TOGETHER WITH A COUPLE OF FRIENDS HE FIRST WENT TO BRAZIL, WHERE HE 
STARTED A FASCIST NEWSPAPER, "THE NEW SYRIA" AND ORGANIZED A COUPLE OF 
“THOUSAND "SYRIO-BRAZILIANS" IN HIS "SYRIAN NATIONALIST PARTY." WHEN 
THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT BECAME WAR CONSCIOUS, DISSOLVED FASCIST ORGANI- 
SATIONS AND CLOSED DOWN THE AXIS PRESS, ANTOUN AND A FEW OF HIS LEADERS 
FOUND A NEW ASYLUM IN ARGENTINA, WHERE THE "NEUTRALIST" GOVERNMENT GAVE: 
HIM FULL FREEDOM TO ORGANIZE THE HEADQUARTERS OF HIS PARTY. 

THE PARTY 1$ ORGANIZED ALONG THE LINES OF THE GERMAN N.S.D.A.P., 

_ WITH ABSOLUTE DISCIPLINE AND OBEDIENCE TO THE FUEHRER , WITH A MILITARY 
“ORGANIZATION TO PROTECT THE MEETINGS AND ACT AS A BODYGUARD FOR THE 

~ GUEHRER ,AAND Wi TH ALL THE USUAL MYSTIC TRAPPINGS OF FASCIST ORGANIZA~ 
“TIONS. 
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wiTH Saljoum Mokarzel_. 
re 
FOR F.N.8. Carl W. Blegen wy abs 
DATE 12 May 1944 INITIATIVE Mr. Blegen BY TELEPHONE 
place Sheikh Restaurant FACE TO FACE 
Washington St., New York. 
SUMMARY 
‘Mr. Mokarzel spent some time in general comments on 
the Arab background with particular reference to the Arab-American 
community. Touching on political questions, he remarked that he 
believed the question of militant Zionism was now shelved for the 
time being. Arab-Americans regardless of religion and politics, 
he said. were all united in their opposition to the establishment 
of an independent Jewish state in Palestine. The decision of the 
Congressional Committees to postpone indefinitely further consid- 
eration of the Senate and House measures was, however, a great 
relief to the Arab-American community. . 

According to Mr. iokaened the problem of Arab fed- 
eration had likewise become pretty much a dead issue at the moment. 
It had been killed among Arab-Americans principally pacsise of the 
remarks made by Prince Faisal in Cairo, to the effect that his 
father, King Ibn Saud, held that the Koran must be the basis of 


any such federation. Arab-Americans are still somewhat worried, 


. 
ag 
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however, by the idea of an Arab federation. fat is to say, he 


specified, the Maronites among them are still somewhat disturbed; 


and their alarm has recently been heightened by the proposal for 
joint customs and joint expenditure of customs receipts by the 
governments of Lebanon and Syria. Such a proposal seemed to the 
Maronites in this country to form an entering wedge for a broader 
federation in the future. , 

Maronite. Americans, said Mr. Mokarzel, were stiil 
concerned about the~ independence of Lebanon, free from any ties 
with Syria and the other Arab states. In any such union they knew 
they would be swallowed up as a small Christian minority in a 
great Moslem majority, and then might risk losing their freedom of 
religion. They believe that the Moslems are still fanatically and 
violently anti-Christian. As a safeguard for their Christianity 
they clung to the French, who had protected them often from 
medieval times to our own day, and especially in the disturbances 
of 1860. That is why the Maronite Americans were reluctant to see 
the ties of their homeland with France broken so abruptly and be- 
fore guarantees from other powerful quarters had been secured. 
They were also worried because they observed that some of the lead- 
ers in the recent movement for independence from France were men 
who all their lives had worked for Arab federation, such, for 
example, as Riad al-Solh. This fact made them suspicious that there 


might be ulterior motives in that campaign to sever tne ties with 


France. The Maronites in America were are concerned in watching: 
the growth of British influence and power in Syria and Lebanon. 
That whole region, they felt, had now become a British sphere 

of influence and they feared that the British had helped the 
Lebanese get rid of the French in order that they might take over 
themselves. The British had now become strongly pro-Arab in their 
views on account of their policy of exploiting the oil deposits | 
in Arab lands; and they would therefore now do everything they 
could to please the Arabs. There was consequently some danger 

that they might use their influence to push Lebanon into an Arab 
federation. 

Irrespective of their religion and state Arabs were 
friendly to America, Mr. Mokarzel continued, and they would. welcome 
an American mandate in the Near East and a more active American 
interest in that region. Without exception the Arabs hoped that 
America would emerge from her isolationism of the past and take 


a real concern in the problems of Arab lands. 


cd 
Speaking about his paper, Al-Hoda, which seems to be 


very prosperous, Mr. Mokarzel told me that it possesses two lino- 
types, completely equipped for handling the Arabic script. The 
paper owned its own building and its own press and it had not 
suffered in any way from a shortage of paper. Al-Hoda made no use 
of the Associated Press or United Press or of any of the news 
services, Mr. Mokarzel remarked. It had a correspondent or two in 


Lebanon, but nothing of any consequence comes through now. The 


oss 

COFIBERTIAY 
paper aimed to give a general, »bjective news coverage, Mr. Mokarzel 
asserted, taking its news largely from the metropolitan newspapers of 
New York, and sometimes giving a credit line to the New York Times, 
for example, or some other paper. An effort was constantly made to 
use good judgment in selecting and translating the articles and to 
present fairly a.1 sides of the problems or questions reported; and 
the presentation of the news was in no way colored. The responsible 
views of the editor were eet forth only in the editorials. Al-Hoda 
carries relatively little advertising, most of the advertising being 
of long term character. | 


‘Cownenting on other Arabic language newspapers in 


the United States, Mr. Mokarzel spoke with approval of Ad-Daleel 


of Detroit, which he said was making considerable progress. As-Sabah 
of Detroit, of which he did not think so highly, was owned, he said, 
by a family formerly Maronite, but he did not know what their re- 
ligious connection now was. Mr. Mokarzel was not familiar with | 
Al-Ettehad of Detroit and said he had never seen a’ copy of it. He — 
referred to Al-Hayat, a Moslem magazine published monthly in Detroit. 
This was one of the few publications in the United States representing 
Moslem views. 3 itl. rf _ 
Referring to ArchbishopaBashir, Mr. Mokarzel said’ he 
was a well educated and able man, but opportunistic like most church 


leaders. He had under him in his diocese some forty or more 


churches. The Archbishop himself was Lebanese, but like all 


Orthodox was friendly to the project for an Arab federation. The 
basic reason for the Orthodox sympathy with the idea of an Arab 
federation, according to Mr. Mokarzel, is that the Vrthodox are 
inclined to identify Lebanese independence with the Maronites 


-and Rome, and they are bitterly hostile to Rome; hence they 


: sghortsightedly take the view along with their Archbishop that they 


| are opposing the Roman Catholics in supporting Arab federation. 
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DEAR PROFESSOR POOLE: 
1 AM ENCLOSING COPY OF LETTER RECEIVED FROM OUR 


MEXICAN CORRESPONDENT, 


SINCERELY YOURS, 


( f JACOB LANDAU 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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MEXICO, JUNE 6, 1944 | 


oe! MR. ‘A008. LANDAU” 
-: OVERSEAS NEWS AGENCY | 
104 PARK AVENUE 
New: YORK ( city. 


& DEAR MR. LANDAU: 


CONTENUING My. RESEARCHES INTO THE FOREIGN COLONIES AND THEIR- PRESS, HEREWITH A 
REPORT ON THE -LEBANESEs © 
sch. 1) THERE ARE 25,000 LEBANESE (NOT SIR LO-LEBANESE) iN. MEXICO, A, COLONLY: ony 
SUNFERLOR TO THOSE iN BRAZIL (70,000), ARGENTINA (40,000) AND THE U.S. - ‘(apdur 425, 000: 
. iT 1S THOUGHT). THEY “ARE ‘TERREFFCALLY WEALTHY, WITH. HIGH CONNECTIONS SY. MARRIAGES 
ae MrGuEL ABED, A SoMTRACT OH 1S A CLOSE FRIEND OF MAXIMO AVILA CAMACHO. 


| By BY FAR THE MAUORITY ARE PROMALLIED, BUT HAVE NOT MADE UP “THEIR: ‘QURRREL 
. WITH THE DE GAULLISTS EXCEPT FORMALLY, THE LEADING INFLUENCES ARE CULTURABLY PRO= | ° 
“TF RENCH, | POLITICALLY PRO=BRITISH AND SOCIALLY (VERY. QFTEN BY MARRIAGE.) PRO@AMER TEGAN,’ 
AMERICAN {INFLUENCE 1S STRONG AMONG THE PROFESSIONALS oF THE UNIVERSITY oF BETRUTS: 
. ‘Most ARE ROMAN CATHOLICS. 


mht 3) FoR SOME REASON, THE ALLIED AGENCIES HERE, T 1s COMPLAINED,. ‘HAVE BEEN 
“EXTREMELY: COLD TO THE LEBANESE COLONY. THE “ALLIED INFORMATION OFFICE REFUSED THEIR. . 
* ATID, THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR RECEIVED A. DELEGATION IN MARCH 1942, BUT NOTHING 
“MUCH CAME OF: IT. . 


Pe ay THERE. ARE TWO WEEKLIES IN ‘ARABIC, ALAFARAED (Gems) AND: ‘AL-KusTAS (rie, 
“ BALANCE); A MONTHLY [N SPANISH, EMIR; ANOTHER IRREGULAR ROTOGRAVURE ON A’ BIGGER 
SOALE, LIGANON. HOWEVER, LIBANON 1S NOT MUGH LIKED AS IT 1S DEVOTED ALMOST. ENe 
TIRELY To ELE SLORLET GAT EON: BY ‘ABED AND EMRE MENOS - THESE PAPERS ‘ARE. PROWALLIED, 


THERE 1S AN: ARAGIO=LANGUAGE MONTHLY CALLED AL=GURBAL (Steve) EDITED AND PUBLESHED 
BY. A PALESTINIAN ARAB OF PANARABIC TENDENCIES. . iT HAS NOT OPENLY ATTACKED THE: 
ALLIES SINCE 19426. Ss 


. THERE. tS ALSO TEMPESTAD,. A ‘MONTHLY IN SPANISH, - CALLED "A REVUE OF: THE FREE SYRIANS,® 

- FOUNDED IN MARCH 1940 BY TUFIC YOMA AND FUAD. ‘SIMON, . iT tS A 34=PaBEe TABLOID ‘SLZE, : 

+ RATHER WELL GOT: UP. {IT IS-AN ORGAN OF THE SYRIAN NATIONALIST. PARTY, WHOSE CHIEF, 

~ “ANTUN. SAADEH; | WAS: EXPELLED FROM SYRIA, WENT TO BRAZIL, AND’WAS THEREFROM DEPORTED 
TO TUCUMAN, ARGENTINA, ITS EMBLEM 1S FOUR CRESCENTS DISPOSED IN A PATTERN Uabe 
LOOKS REMARKABLY LiKE A SWASTIKA, . a 


| 8) IN ARGENTINA. THERE IS A FAIRLY PRO=ALLIED PAPER AD@DEFAH’ EN “SPANISH ‘AND 
A DAILY DIARLO SIRIO“LIBANES, RUN BY A CERTAIN MOISES AZIZE, GLOSE TO SAADE. 
— AD=DIFAH ACCUSED .AZIZE IN 1942 OF CLOSE CONNECTIONS WITH PRO=NAZI ‘ORGANIZATIONS, 
OTHER LEBANESE -PAPERS IN SOUTH AMERICA WILL BE MENTIONED IN A SUPPOEMENTARY MEMORANDUM: 


6) SO FAR. AS perlor ‘S CONCERNED, THERE SEEM TO BE sia ce CURRENTS: 


A, THE “PROWALLIED, BUT NOT ENTHUSIASTIC. ABOUT DE. ‘eau; 
6B. BIG BUSINESS, READY TO COOPERATE WITH ANYONE» ANO ONLY RECENTLY 
- SCONVEATED® TO. THE ALLIES; © 
Ce THE SYRIAN NATIONALISTS, WHO LooK REMARKABLY LIKE A BRANGH OF THE ~.. 
. FLFTH COLUMN; 
D, THE PANARABIANS, 


fy Oot WERE 1 ee 1 . 
3 spe ehten | EON “ac Vesaree, SYRIANS, ute 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


of Nester n Barere, many of the Arebie-language newspapers in . 
: sountry, though not in doubt about the suscesstul. cate , 
: aoe ef the enterprises, sounded a rater sober, religious 


nates Aeiiada, Ledanese-tarcnite daily of Rew Xort, qreete a 


ing DeDay at long last, said (7 dune) Lt waited the vegi aning | 
OF the and «~ the ond of a8 ara OF Garknesrs beszotien was 
now about to reap whet it had sowne i: this moment £4 wae | 
only’ proper for the Rations now fighting for the sake af 
denoorany wo those nations which wtLiL placed their ‘gust: ia 
Gea -- te turn to Bim in prayer for the ultimate vigtory of 
pight over wrongs These who kindled the flene of thse wat | 


the came general attitude, The cay af reokoning had now come, ae 
4¢ wonerked (7 dune), and although the western shores of 
Burese Bad deen atrongiy fortified by the Geruans, cur armls ™ 
“would suegeos in bringing the oneny to his imess, excl . 
the beginning of the end, fe could only Lift our voices to 
God in prayer for our ehiidren "he were now battling the 

eneay, ‘Though the road night be Leng and herd, we knew that 


thodex daily of Brocklyn, ian ae ae 


be the fate of Bitler, He bad : 


Sith bie fdamnable* peak, At. this 
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Date: Buge 


Apes Group in New York City for the Estab-# aim 

“Aisdment of an Arat Bureau of Information Rte 

On Thursday, June 15, @ group of Arabs in New York City, 

mostly from Palestine, met to discuss the establishnent 

o2 an Arab bureau of information. The primary purpose 

of the organization is to combat Zionist propoganda in 

the United States. The need for such an organization 

has long been felt. But there were several difficulties 

whieh the community could not surmount, and still cannot 
overcome completely. 


In the first place the bulk of the community is Lebanese 
who are not as concerned with the problem of Palestine 

as are the rest of the Arabs. These Lebanese associate 
the Palestine case with the Arab federation to which they 
generally cool. This attitude has changed considerably 
especially after the united stand which the Arab countries 
took during the Lebanese crisis last year. Furthermore 
the emergence of Professor Philip K. Hitti, himself mm 

a Lebanese, as the mouth piece of the Arab opposition to 
Zionism has aroused considerable interest among the Lee 
banese in the Palestine case. Above all, Lebanese as well 
as Syrian abroad have been more and more Arab in their 
aspirations than ever before. The Lebanese community 
could not but echo the aspirations of their fellow Leba- 
nese abroad. 


The second difficulty melted away with the removal of the 
German threat from the Near East. At that time Arabs did 
not wish to embarrass the Allies and were also apprehensive 
lest any anti-Zionist activity might be regarded as pro- 
Nazi. Now this danger has been lifted. 


A third difficulty which still exist is the fear of the 
Arab merchant from "kickbacks" on the part of the Zionisss, 
These merchants have to deal with Jewish merchants who 

did not hesitate to boycott any Arab merchant who gave 
active support to the Arab case, 


On the positive side, Arabs have received encouragement 
from abroad. They 91so received appeals that they or- 
ganize and that help, financial help would be forthcoming. 
It is universally felt that anything which the Arabs here 
should do should be done before the peace conference, 


With these in mind the Arabs met. The meeting was expla- 


oss , 
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ratory. The meeting was attended by fifteen members of 
‘the community, mostly Palestinians and belonging to the 
younger generation which feels that the old guards have 
outlived their utility. 


The group decide to call another meeting before which 
the results of the first meeting could be submitted for 
approval and action. These results were: 1. An organiza- 
tion should be established; 2. Its headquarters should 
New York; 3. It should have two secretarhes - a Moslem 
and a Christian; 4. A general meeting to which the repre- 
sentatives of Arab communities in the interior should be 
invited. 


The fifteen present pledged a sum of about 8,000 dollars 
to start with. The quota was set for 25,000 for the first 
year. 


Before the second meeting was convened some elder mombers 
of the commipity, suspicious of the younger men and con- 
trolling as they do the finances of the commnity, decided 
to put off the meeting until the whole community is sounded 
on the question. The younger group was ready to go ahead 
with a Palestinian group; the older members wanted the 
group to represent the Syrians and the Lebanese as well. 
The older members too wanted to know who is to be the 
choice of the group for heading the office. Much they 
gaid depended on the person. 


Consequently four members: three Palestinians andf/ one 
Syrian met for a lunchmamm one day, and surveyed the field 

for a personality around which the group could operate. It 
was again decided that the office should have at least one 
Moslem and one Christian. The Moslems are very sensitive. 
They are a minority here, and less educated than the Christian. 
But when it comes to contributions, the Moslems of New York, 
Wakhington, and Detroit would shoulder most of the load. 


It was finally decided to call the general meeting in 
the near future and to submit the names of four or five 
candidates for the job. Among those mentioned was Dr. 
Khalil Toteah of the Friends School, Palestine. 


The other points decided wage that a committee or a board 
of trustees be selected to supervize the office, and that 
Dr, Philip K. Hitti be invited with “aris Malouf to be as 
honorary chairman and vice~-chaiman respectively. Neither 
of the gentlemen has any inkling of the decision as yete 


jOUNFID 
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The younger group who is behind the whole matter has 
assurances that aid would come from the Near Zast as 
soon as the office is under way. The appeal of the 
Palestine Arab Party, cabled to al-Hoda, and other 
personal letters which I have seen myself, both suggest | 
that the Hast is looking to the Arabs of America for action, 
The community here is almost unanimous in its desire to 
make a start, The only obstacle is finding the person 
whom ali factions respect and trust. That person has 
not yet been found. Nothing could be done until he is 
found. That is why considerable thought is being given 
to the importation of an outsider from the East. That 
is why Toteah's name has been high on tho bmihn list. 


The next meeting is expected very goon. I shall report 
on it as soon as it is held. 


I have not given the names of the person who have been 
responsible for the meeting not because they are not known; 
but because the source of my information has requested that 
for the time being their identity be withheld. They are 

with but two exceptions Palestinians. The other two are 
an Iraqi and a Syrian. 


Nabih Amin Faris 
76 Loci! shidetohs 
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ARAB-AMERICANS LAY PLANS TO COMBAT Z1 (fftPOMBGR" cs ca 


From a confidential but reltable report & 


this Branch, it is jiearned that a group & 


Americans have met to plan the estab! ishigaaeae 
an organization to combat Zionist propagaxe==en™ 
the United States. 


ance to Arab unity 


Tradit:ionai Lebanese resist— 
‘Is reported weakening, and 


there are signs at hand that financiat aid for 


the new undertaking will be forthcoming from the 


Near East. 


ON Thursday, 15 June, a group of Arab~Americans in New York City, mostly 
of Roneatini ae grigin, met to discuss the establishment of an Arab Bua 
reau_of Information, with the primary purpose of combatting Zionist 
propaganda in the United States. The need for such an organization has 
long been felt, and has often been proclaimed in the Arabic-language | 
press. But there were three difficuities which the community could not 
Surmount and which still have not been altogether overcome. 

in the first place the great majority of the Arab-American communi ty 
is of Lebanese extraction, and the Lebanese have tended to associate the 
Palestine question with the project for Arab federation which they as 
nationalists shunned. Recently this attitude has apparently been chang- 
ing, especialiy after the united stand of the Arab countries during the 
Lebanese crisis last autumn. The emergence of Professor Philip K. Wid, 


himself a Lebanese, as the mouthpiece of Arab-American opposi tion to 
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Zionism, may aiso in itseif have tended to arouse interest among the 
Lebanese~Americans in the Palestine problem. * 

The second difficulty has meited away with the removal of the 
German threat to the Near East. When that threat was acute, early in 
the war, Arabs and Arab-Americans did not wish to do anything that 
might embarrass the Ailies: and they were also apprehensive lest anti- 
Zionist activity might be regarded as pro-Nazi. Now this danger has 
been eliminated. . 

The third difficulty (which stil] exists) is the Arab-American 
merchants’ fear of Zionist retaliation. Jewish merchants, it is charged, 
have not hesitated in the past to boycott any Arab-American merchant 
who gave active support to the Arab cause. 

. On the positive side Arab-Americans have received encouragement 
from abroad. They have been exhorted repeatedly to organize, and they 
have been promised that financial heip will be forthcoming. Action has 
been regarded as urgent since it is widely felt that anything the Arab- 
Americans could do should be done before the peace conference. 

It was with these considerations in mind that fifteen members of 
the Arab-American community of New York assembled for the exploratory 
meeting of 15 June. Thirteen could trace their origin back to Palestine, 


one to Syria, and one to !raq; but all belonged to the younger generation 


* As reported in FN Number B-185 of 14 April 1944, Professor Hitti 
‘testified for the opposition at the public hearings on the Wright- 
Compton resotution ‘later defeated! which urged the United States 
to take steps to bring about the opening of Palestine to Jewish im- 

migration. See also "Arab-Americans and the Crisis in Lebanon," 
FN Number 8-118 of 30 November (943. 
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which Ss fac lined to feel that the old guard has outlived its useful- 
NESS. . | 

The group reached a decision on four points: 1) an organization 
should. be established: 2) its headquarters should be in New York; 3) it. 
should have two secretaries, a Moslem and a Christian; 4) a general 


meeting should be convened to which the representatives of all the Arab- 


sons present pledged a sum of about $8,000 out of.a quota of $25,000 set 


American communities in the couritry should be invited. The fifteen per- C 
\ 

\ 

j 


for the first year. 


Signs of Before a second meeting of the committee could be held some 
Opposition older members of the Arab-American community in New York, 

requested that the second meeting should be put off until 
the whole community could be sounded on the question. The older leaders 
wanted the group to represent Syrian- and Lebanese-Americans as well as 
the Palestinians, and they wanted to know who was to be the choice of the 
group as head of the Bureau. 

In consequence of this opposition, and because the financia! support 
of the older leaders was considered essential, four members of the original 
committee, three Palestinian- and one Syrian-American, met to survey the 
field for a personality around which the group could operate. They decided 
to call a general meeting in the near future and to submit to it the names 
of four or five candidates for the position. Among those mentioned was 
Dr. Khalil Totah of the Friends School, Palestine. 

. it was agreed further that a committee or a board of trustees ko 
selected to supervise the office, and that Professor Hitti and Faris S. 


vA) ouf, a Boston lawyer, be invited to serve as honorary chairmen and vice~chai man 
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respectively. Neither has yet been informed of the decision. 

The younger group is said to have had assurances that financial 
aid will come from the Near East as soon as, the office is opened fo 
work. A cabled appeal of the Palestine Arab Party, published in ai~Hoda 

P ease tert 

27 May, and personal letters which have oeen received by various mem-~ 
bers of the Arab-American comunity, together suggest that the Arabs 
of the Near East are looking to their kinsmen in America for action. 


The community here is almost unanimous in its desire to make a start. 
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Reader: Faris < 
Date: July 3, 1944, “oh 


gne 29, the second pregaratory meeting for the ~~7¥F TS 
Mblishment of an Arab Bureau of Tnformation was 
The subject was again discussed, 
agreeing that such an office should be started. Some 
of those meeting again expressed a desire to select first 
the person around whom such an office could be organized. 
It was felt that the selection of the director is all in- 
portant. The different candidates were discussed. Failing 
to agree on any one person, it was finally decided to pro- 
ceed with the election of a temporary committee to raise 
the necessary funds, after which another general meeting 
would be held for the seleetion of the direetor. The date 
of the meeting was set for Thursday, July 13. The newly 
elected committee consists of the following: 


Ali Mahadeen, leading Moslem, president of the 
Seo pT ne Young Mens Moslem Association, 
ehairmar 


Isa al-Batih, Christian from Ramallah, Palestine, 
o eee treasurer 


Hamdan Ghannam, Moslem merchant from al-Tur, 
outside Jerusalem, Palestine, 
member 


HE. J. Audi, Christian merchant, member 


This committee is a compromise. There was a desire te 
divoree the organization from the "old guard"; but at 

the same time the old guard has the money, without which 
no such organization could exist. Likewise the merchant 
group is well represented in order to insure the active 
Support of the New York merchants, Palestinians and other- 
wise. Furthermore, the committee is strongly Palestinian, 
though not exclusively so. In terms of religious affilia- 
tion it is equelly divided among the Moslems and the Greek 
Orthodox, Noteworthy, there are no Maronites on the con- 
mittee. The temper of the committee is enthusiastic, 
They feel confident that they can rtart with a budget of 
at least $25,000.00, provided the personality around whom 
the office would be organized is satisfactory. 

(My next report mim on this subject would be after the 

next meeting, unless something new develops. ] B bf > 
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Bae JUL 17 1944 Be 
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The American League for the Defenee of Palestine 
* RO TROT ere COTTE OO IT OTE ERITH LTT ES CORERTE HEN, 


An American League for the Defence of Palestine has 
just been formed in Boston, Mass. The preparatory meeting 
was held at the home of Faris Malouf, attorney, who appeared . 
with Philip K. Hitti before the Foreign House Affairs Committee. 
The meeting decided to form the League and proceeded to elect 
officers. The following were elected: 


Hasan Mahfuz, president 

Ilyaz Yazbak, vice-president 

The Rev. Shibli Malouf, Secretary 

Mis Nabihah Madari, assistant secretary 
Siman Rihbani, treasurer 


Besides this committee another, a standing committee’; was 
also elected: 


Dr. Ilyas Sawabini 
Satd Faris 

Abd Ali 

Abdallah Omar 
Faris Malouf 
Nabihah Madari 
Adib Jabbour 
Mohammed Omar 
Nesib Barbar 


The League is primarily for the defence of Palestine against 
Zionism. It has decided to form similar organizations in 
every place where there is an Arab community. Palestine is 
not only a holy land but also an Arab land, This is their 
Slogan. , 


{Boston is the first city where the Arab community has re« 
organized on behalf of Paiestine. I believe others woula< 
follow. ] 


~ Publication: Al_- Hoda, New York 
vate of Issue: July 10, 1944, 


The Syrian Natioualist Party Again iiotive in the United 
ates ierica 


Describing himself as the "Executive General of the 
Syrian Nationalist Party in the United States of America", 
Dr. Fakhri Maluf of Cambridge, Mass., writes to al-Hoda 

ong letter, first published in English in the New Haven 
Journal-Courier as a reply to Tom Nelson's article on the 
Arabs of Argentina and their help to the Axis. The letter 
was sent to al-Hoda because it had published in translation 
Nelson's article (see my report of 6/4/44 on "Anton Sa'tadah 
the Lebanese"). In the letter, Dr. Maluf defends the Syrian 
Nationalist Party and its leader Anton Satadah. He denies 
that the Party is patterend after Nazi models and that it 
has any connexion with the Nagis,. 

Sebel 

Al-Hoda devotes the editorial of the day for the 
letter. Al-Hoda recalls an editorial which appeared on 
its pages on October 8, 1941, sequel to a visit made by 
Maluf and Raji Daher, the two representatives of the Syrian 
Nationalist Party in the United States, introduced by Fuad 
Mufarrij, another Party worker. Al-Hoda cibes the organi- 
zation and rules of the Party, the position of the leader, 
Satadah, and the activities of the members to show that they 
were and are Nazi inspired. Al-Hoda also cites that the 
exiled and otherwise sentenced members of the Party were 
pardoned and received a general amnesty from the Vichy 
officials after the fall of France, This amnesty was, 
according to igformation received by al-Hoda, inspired by 
the Germans, 


{Evidence is abumdant that the Nationalist Syrian Party 
is Axis inspired. Likewise, evidence seems to be abundant 
that the group is again active in the United States, though 
without success. Thse,same letter that appeared in al-Hoda 

. was first sent to as- abeh. But as-Sayeh refused to publish 
it’, replying to the sender, Maluf, that as a paper, As-Sayeh 
does not approve of the Nationalist Syrian Party and consi- 
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ders its activity harmful to the cause of the United States 
as well as to the cause of the Arabs. 


In reply to this, as-Sayeh received a ae dated 
Boston, July 11, 1944, written by M. S. Abourjaily, in which 
the MEEK write, Abourjaily, speaking for the Nationalist 
Syrian Party, threatens as-Sayeh that if "I [Abourjailyj do 
not receive a reply by the 18th of July", and if the reply 
is not published by as-Sayeh before the 2lst of July, a cam-~ 
paign would be launched against as~Sayeh on the local Arabic 
radio in Boston. Abourjaily, 1 might add, conducts an Arabic 
commercial radio programme on one of the local Boston station. 


| I have personally seen Abourjailyts letter to As-Sayeh. 
If anything is blackmail, this is one. [t is to be regretted 
that the "Party" and the Party men are using Nazi tactics in 
their attempts to frighten the Arabic Press. I have al- 
ready suggested to as-Sayeh to place the letter in the hands 
of the Post Office Department or in the hand of the F.B.I. 

In the meantime I suggest that this movement is detrimental 
to the best interests of the United States and those of the 
Arabs as well. Maluf signs himself as the Executive General 
of the Party in the United States, and Abourjaily is one of 
his henchmen. I believe there is a law against the use 

of the United States mail for blackmail. But the case goes 
beyond the legal aspects of a blackmail case. Here is a 
Nazi inspired*®, and perhaps Nazi supported group, using the 
freedom of the United States to poison the minds of loyal 
citizens and to bulldoze and intimidate the opposition by 
blackmail. 


The only bright thing about the whole affaib is the 
fact that the Party does not Yommand any support among 
the Arab community here. It has a few fanatics attached | 
to it, and that is all. 


Abourjaily has often boasted.of some political 
"protection" which he enjoys in Boston, This protection, 
he believes has saved him from the F, B. I. when he was 
investigated sometime ago. What that protection is I do 
not know. It is supposed to have something to do with 
the Curley machine of Boston. ] 
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yw indie Ts. was, also published in at Arabie transition in : , ee 
of New York on 29 May 1944. . oe eae 
On 10 July 19445 AdrHods, gave space, te. a 1 ong letter 


ts ee : of "rebuttal (ahieh had A previously appeared ‘in Buglish in: the 


, im whigh Br. Fokbri Welaf of. 


a ae autrhge, Massschhsetie, describing himself ai the Executive 


General of the Syriin Nationalist Party in the United. states . 
Of America, defended the Syrian Nationalist Party ‘and ite 9 ~~ 
Leader. Anton Batadah, ang denied that the Party was patterned oe 
_ after Nazi models and that 1¢ hed any connection vith the = 
; fasis. 


| Oo ats Hein editorial A-Hoda, 10 July ’ resadiing the. 

; olrcunstances of the organisation and the rules of the Party os | 
the position of its leader Sa'adah and the activities of its 9-2 
menbers, insisted that they wore and are Waei-inepized, bes 
Aji-Heda, further called attention to the fact that the uenbers . 
of the Party who had ‘heen exiled frou Syria and Lebanon or. a 
otherwise sentenesd, were pardoned and granted a general emesty 


| te © ae oda, the aunesty was inspired by the Germans. 
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c 4 on the ground that that paper disapproved of the ‘Syrian : 
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radio progran on a local Boston Station). 

| Abourjedly! Fs Letter to As-§ Sayeh was: seen oye er] Arab | 
: ssierdean who is a friend of this Branch. He ‘characterized it : 
as out-and-out blackmail and as evidence that the Syrian : 
Nationalist Party. and its Party men. were using ‘Nazi tactics ia | 
an attempt to frighten the Arabic-langusge press in this 
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Syrians - Lebanons : . 
72 46- 
Detroit, Michigan : e JUL 20 1944 


th te. “A 
July deth, 1944 ‘ > gs ™ : 
‘ * : 


| For some time now I thought I would try to find out about the Syrian- 
Lebanon colony in Detroit. Tf nave already written to you heretofore on this 
subject. However this time I decided to contact the publishers of some of the 
newspapers. | 
For your information the following four newspapers are published in 
Detroit: 


(1) "Ad-Daleel" (The Guide) - Biitor: Shuki Rayess (a Lebanon newspaper 
with about 2,000 circulation. 


(2) "AdeSabeh" (Morning Tribune) - Bditor: Jopanh. Kehwaju (a Lebanon 
newspaper and organ of the League of Arabs of America for 
Defense of Democracy) circulation about 600. 

(3) "Al-Ettehad" (Union) ~ Editors Joseph E. Youakim (a Lebanon paper). 


(4) "Al-Hayat" (Tho Life) - Rev. Iman Hussein Karoub of Highland Park, 
Wichigan (an Arabic paper). 


I interviewed SHUKI RAYESS, editor of the "Ad-Daleel" (The Guide) first. 
This is the newest newspaper emong the Syrians-Lebanons, being in existence only 
two years. Mr. Rayess seemed to be quite an intelligent man. He studied at the 
American University of Blerut and was a pupil of Archbishop Anthony Bashir who 
is the head of the Syrian Orthodox Church in North America. He is also a 
graduate of the University of Michigan, resided for some time in Toledo, moved 
to Detroit and then begen publishing this newspaper. 

I asked Hr. Rayess how large the Syrian-Lebanon population is and he 
answered there are about 5,900 in Detroit and Wayne County. He multiplied each 
family by five which makes it between 25,000 and 30,000. To prove his conten- 
tion, he presented me with a copy of the Syrian-Lebanon directory of Michigan, 
which he published in 1942, copy of which I am sending you under separate 
cover, and I am sure it contains information which will be valuable to you on re 
this subject. tht) a 

As to religion, he divided them as follows: anites uae a 
Mohamuedans 8,000 - Orthodox 6,000 - ‘Catholic 5 009/ - and about 30 families ef - 
Druz. 

We then discussed the problems which are confronting the Syrians and 
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the Lebanons. First of all he told me that the Arabs would like to unite 
(1) the Lebenons (2) Syrians (3) Palestine (4) Oran (which they call "Gebel 
Druga" (Mountain of Druz) and (5) Alawain (which is situated in the Southern 
Mediterranean and the capital of which is Latakia). 

Rr. Rayess claims those who live in Detroit are mostly from Lebanon; 
that the majority of them don't want to be known as Syrians; that they would 
like to see Lebanon an independent republic, but some of the old-timers claing 
Lebanen is not ripe for independence and would like to see the French mandate 
continued. 

As to the Palestinian question, he stated many of them are against the 
Zionists. Theat his paper "Ad-Daleel" (Guide) does not take part in the dig- 
cugsion on this subject, however personally he believes that tho immigration 
into Palestine by the Jews was very good - that they advanced Palestine 1,000 
years. That Palestine is now one of the brightest spots in the Arabic world 
end credit for its development should be given to the Jews. 3 

He claims that in private conversation with Archbishop Anthony Bashir, 
the Archbishop told him he is very much in favor of Jews settling in Palestine 
end that he would like to invite the Jews to Lebanon to help develop the country, 
however he would not make this statement pubjic because there is some opposition. 

Mr. Rayegs claims that the "Ad-Sabah" (Morning Tribune) and the "Al- 
Ettehad" (Union) last week had editorials raising hell with the Republican Party 
for the insertion of the Polish question into the Republican program. That his 
paper was the only one which stayed neutral. That he would like to cone out in 
his paper in favor of the Zionist movenent, but is afraid he might lose some 
subscriptions. Being thet his paper is a new one, he will have to wait for 
sone time before he is strong enough. 

Hr. Rayess in discussing the Moglems, stated there are between 4,000 
and 5,000 in greater Detroit and most of them reside in Highland Park; that they 
don't have much in common with the other Syrians and Lebanons. Host of them 
are from Syrix, a few from Tur’ very few from Lebanon; that most of them lock 
to Mr. Hamady of Flint who is a Drus, for leadership. He is a merchant and has 
a large chain of groceries in Flint. 

Sometime ago I was asked to find out if there is in existence a "League 


, 
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of Arabs for Defense of Democracy" in Detroit. Mr. Rayess told me there is 
such an organization with a branch in Detroit and that the oe organ for 
said organization is the "Al-Hayat" (The Life); that the siiice jae TMAH 
HUSSEIN KAROUB, and the president of the Detroit branch is SAMRA NIGLB of 
Detroit. He used to be a salt salesman, but now has a grocery store in Flint. 
fhe purpose of this organization is against the Jews in Palestine and to unite 
the Arabic countries; that the name of the organization in Arabic is "Al-Jania 
Al-A4rabiah". He claims also that GEORGE H. -BASHARA, prominent attorney in 
Detroit is behind this League. _ 

lr. Rayess stated: "I don't mind the Jewish immigration to Palestine. 
I would like to see them come to Syria and Lebanon. If doors could be opened 
in Syria and Lebanon to Jews, they would advance the development of the country 
immensely. However I cannot write about this in my paper because the people 
here in Detroit are not ready for it and don't seem to understand the situation." 

He clains those from Syria in Detroit are mostly Christians, but the 
preminent religion in Syria is Mohammedan, and therefore the Syrians in Detroit 
do not exercise eny influence over those living in Syria. 

When I asked him what is the main subject discussed in the Syrian- 
Lebanon papers, his enswer was “The question of the Jews in Palestine and the 
Uniting of ds Arabic world". 

hes pind fe a - JOSEPH. tor of the "Ad-Sabah" (Morning Tribune(: 
went to see Mr. Kahwaju, editor of the Morning Tribune. He 


received me quite coldly in the beginning, however later warmed up end tried to 
be helpful. He told me there are 60,000 Satis te Lebenon in Detroit and 
Wayne County; that 90% are Lebanons end 10,000 Nochammedans 90% of whom live in 
Dearborn and 10% in Highland Park. I am inclined to believe Mr. Rayess’ state~- 
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ment that there are only 30,000. I believe he substantiates it by his 
directory. 

Mr. Kahwaju told me that a lot of people call the Lebanons "Syrians" 
but the Lebanons don't want to be known as "Syrians" but as "Lebanons", That 
the people of Lebanon and the people in Detroit ere 100% against unity with the 
Arabs. "If we are to cheose anybody, we will choose the French". 

Speaking about Palestine, he gtated that Palestine was always a part 
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Syria regardless of the present etatus. He then told me that the Lebanons 
cannot get along with the Arabs because the Arabs base their government on the 
Koran bible, and the majority of them are Moslems and the rest Christians. 

He claims the Mohammedans whether they are from Syria or from Lebanon 
want to be know as Arabs, so do the Orthodox, but the Lebanons don't want to 
have anything to do with the Arabs. 

Speaking about Palestine he stated he would like to see a strong Jewish 
Palestine; that Lebanon then would be safe for centuries from Arab penetration. 
He told me that the slogen of his paper is "Lebanon for Lebanons” and that he 
will fight as long as he can to see that no union is made with Syria or with 
the Arabic world. 

Mr. Kahwaju accused the Orthodox and the Mohemmedans of being by nature 
Arabians. He ridiculed the claim of the ee ihat Lebanons are Arabs, claiming 
that the Lebanons are decendants of the QE. 

He further claimed that the last census showed there are about 13% 
illiterates in Lebanon end that the Arab world is 75% illiterate. He accused 
the "Ad Daleel" (The Guide) of writing against Palestine (SL ~ The Guide accused 
him of writing against Palestine). Being I can't read Arabic I will have fe to 
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leave it to ie to find out which is Selling the truth). He also claims he would 
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like to see a . large Jewih population in Lebanon to help develop the country. 
He further stated that REV. IMAN HUSSEIN KAROUB from the magazine "Ale 

Hayat" (The Life) called him a few days ago and asked him to join with him in 

sending a delegation to Washington to protest against Jewish clains on Palestine. 


He told me also there is an Arabic orgenization knom as the "PROGRESSIVE AMERICAN oe 
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HASHTMITE SOCIETY" in Dearborn, Michigen, which is a political club to which Host 


of the Moslems from Lebanon belong and the purpose of this organization is to 
try to unite the Arabs end fight against a Jewish Palestine; that the leader 
of this organization is Rev. Karoub, 

He cencluded our conversation stating the Lebanons want en independent 
republic but they want protection for their independence. However they would 
not like to be slaves to any nation which protects them. That the French for 
their protection demanded slavery and therefore there was 4 revolt against then, 
notwithstanding that the French were the true friends of the Lebanons for 
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centuries. 


CONCLUSIONS _ 


It seemed to me that the Lebanons in Detroit don't want to be knom 
as Arabs; that they are not in favor of witing with Syria and they are not 
against Palestine immigration. That some of the Moslems who are in the 
ninority in Detroit, do quite a bit of agitating against the Jews in Pales-~ 
tine and are for e united Arabic world. That most of them belong to the 
League of Arabs for Defense of Demueracy, of which Rev. Karoub, editor of 
the monthly magazine "Life" (also sheik of the Moslems) is the leader. 
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sNTRODUCTION 


The attituds of the Arabic press in the United States towards 
the Aliies in general hae been very favourable sinoe the last 
feneral report was made. With the exception of Al:Hoda, the attitude 
towards Great Britain, in particular, has improved, and many writers 
who were formerly anti-British have, in recent months, repeatedly 
written pro-British articles. This change of heart is due mainly to 
the attitude and policy of the British Government in regard to the 
two main problems which are uppermost in the minds of the Arabs, 1.0. 
the Zionist question and the pro-Arab movement. The friendly policy 
of the British Government toward the Arabs on these two issues has 
regeined their friendship, sot only in the United States, but all 
over the world. . 


Al Hoda's taoit unfriendliness which was not evident in edito- 
rials But In the faot that the paper published certain articles 
from Americar newspapers whish were not very complimentary to the 
British, is due mainly to the misunderstanding between the British 
Government and the Frenah Committee of National Liberation regarding 
the independence of Syria and Lebanon. Britain's aupport for these 
two countries in their demand for indeperdence was acclaimed by ali 
the Arabic newspapers except Al Hoda, which adopted an unfriendly 

Pig attitude on sccount of ite pro-French Inclinations. Al Hode supported 

and is still supporting the French in Syria and Lebenon. 


va 


AL AKHIAK Bi-Weekly 
USO Washington St., 
New York, N.Y. Publisher & Editor: Jacob Raphael 


Clrculation: 500 
Thia paper oaterg to the Maronitea and a few others. 


Pro-Amor loan, pro--British, pro-French and pro-Separat iat. 


AL BAYAN Tri-Weekly 
Washington, D.C. 


Publisher: Ameen Fayed (Druge) 
Business Manager: Saeed Fayed (Druze) 


Editors: Massoud Sameha (Christian, Poet) 
and Abdulleh Barry (Moslem) 


Clreulaticn: about 1,500 


“slamiao orgen., Subscribers are mostly Mohammedan. 
4nti-lrench. as decidedly anti-Britiseh but now 1s 
openly pro-British, pro-Ally on account of a favourable 
Britigh policy. The newspaper hes bought a new building 
in Washington, D.C. and is improving considerably. 
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AD DALEEL Weakly a ie 
4278 Gass Avenue a tee 
Detroit, Migh.. Publisher and Editer: Shaukd Rayega 


Clreulation: & , 000 


The editor 4s en ambitious youn: men who started this 
- Newspaper about a year &go and hag bean getting many 
we adneraerta. Polioy is pro-American, pro-Beitish and prose 
' Nationalist, 2 


AL ETTAHAD Weekly 
ag rnad Street 
Detroit, ich. Publisher and Sditor: Joseph Yoachim 


Circulation: 5060 


Pro-american. Pro-British. Cireulation has dropped 
Sonewhas , bosalbly on account of the poor health of the 
} editor. 


a 


AL HAYAT Monthiy magazine 
ottage Grove 
Detroit, Mich. Publisher and Editors Sheik Nugsein Karoub 


Ciroulation: 1,000 
Islamic magazine. Pro-Amerisan, bro-British, pro-Arab 
and Islam unity. 


Al. HODA Daily 
aenington St., 
New York, N.Y. Publlehe, and Editor: Salloum Mokargel 


Circulation: About 3,500 
Thig ie the Oldest and jargest Arabia newspaper in the 


Amerioag. Pro-Amerioan, pro-United Nationa, decidedly 
7 pro-frengh and Pro-Separatiat. 


AL ISLAAH Bi-Weekly 
Weg Bth Street 


} New York, N.Y. Editor & Publisher: ¥og4 Bralidy 


Clreouletion; 1,200 


Pro-Ally. Pro-Sbritish, Anti-Frengh, Pro-Nationalias. 
Thigz nevzpaper had stopped cirnulation but wee started 
again more than a yoar ago. The Editor 1s the 8onof a 
Well-known leader in Zaehle, Lebanon, 

\ 


AL NISR 
antia Ave., vaily 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


This paver, which war decidedly Hvoosritish wae dige 
Gontinuos last vear on the desth of i%s pudlisher and 
editor, Najesb Badran. 
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AS SABAAH Weekly 
eans St., 


r 
Detroit, Mich. Publisher and Editor: Joseph Kahwajy 
Circulation: 1,000 


Decidedly pro-French. Pro-Lebancn independence under 
French supervision. Pro-Ameriocan,. Pro-British when 


f interests of British and French do not conflict. Mostly 
1A Maronite subscribore. 


AS SAKEER Daily 

ida Vivingston Sst., 

Brooklyn, N.Y. Editor and Publisher: Elia D. Madey (famous 
Arab poet) 


Circulation: About 3,000 


Mostly Greek Orthodex and Mohammedan subscribers. This 
paper, which recently bought a new building, is doing well. 
Liberal, Pro-Ally. Pro-American. Nationalist. Pro-Arab 
Federation. Anti-French. It has ceased to be anti-British, 
showing @ change of heart since Pearl Harbor on account & 
Britain's attitude towards the Arab Federation and the 
Zionist question. 


AS SAYER Bi-Weekly 
Avenue 
New York, N.Y. Publisher and Editor: Madrah Haddad 


Owners Abdul Maseeh Haddad 

Circulation: 1,000 
Pro-American. Nationalist. Anti-French. Was formerly 
pro-British. Theéwner of the paper, Abdul Maseeh, who 


formerly appeared az the Editor, is now in the service 
of the U.S. Government. 


FEDERATION HERALD No longer in existence 
Bostc on Hae se 


‘MERAAT UL GHARB Tri-Weekly 
Washington st., 
New York, N.Y. Publisher: Angelina Diab 


Edit or: Fareed Ghoen 

Circulation: About 2,500 
Pro-Ally. Pro-British. Arab nationalist. Anti-french. 
ProrArab Federation. Ant1-Zionist. This newspaper has 


promised its readers that it will be published deily 
beginning in September 1944. 


als 
iHdTanapolia, Ind. No longer in existence. 


From: Nabih Amin Faris 


Date: 8/1/44. faa 


A new Arab qugrterly, in English, is out this last 
month, It is THE WORLD... The editor is Dr. George 
Kheirallah. The quarterly is supposed to be sponsored by 
American citizens of Arab descent to cement Arab American 
friendship. It is published by The Arab American Press, 
The address of the quarterly is: 1182 Broadway, New York 
City, N. Y. 


[The quarterly is supposed to aim at cementing 
Arab American friendship. It is however a one man effort 
to make a living off a few Arab enthusiasts. The main sup- 
port of the quarterly comes from a certain Hamdan Ghannam 
of 95 Madison Avenue, New York City. Kheirallak, who is 
a convert to Islam, because he came to believe that one 
eannot be an Arab patriot without being a Moslem, has 
exploited the Moslem theme in his quarterly. In order to 
insure undivided support he had been able to convince a 
few wealthy Moslems that such & magazine would make an 
Arab Bureau in New York superfluous. While the stated 
purpose of the magazine is to cement Arab American friend- 
ship, its real reason is to combat Zionist propoganda in 
the United States and to put forth the Arab point of view. 
The idea might have received a greater support if Kheiral- 
lah was not associated with it. He is not trusted by any 
Arabic-speaking person, not even the man who financed him. 


The magazine has 101 pages, devoted mostly to Arab 
political problem, Egypt*s King and his friendship to Bri- 
tain (obviously an attempt to counter Zionist propoganda 
that Farug is pro-[talian and Axis partisan), Iraq's son- 
tribution to the war effort (motivated by the same impulse), 
and Palestine. 


It is extremely doubtful that a second number would 
be issued. The general feeling however is that such a 
magazine is necessary, and the hope is expressed that for 
once Khekrallah would surprize everybody and stick to the 
project. | 
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FOR F.N.B. Carl W. Blegen ay 


poate 4 October 1944 INITIATIVE “Mir. Higaeen-- corse Y TELEPHONE 


prace 55 Washington Street, New York - [XK] FAce To FACE 


SUMMARY 
Mr. Mokarzel said that all Arab-Americans were not only 
| greatly pleased but elated with the United States! recognition of 
Lebanese and Syrian independence and the appointment of a minister 
to those countries. They had three main reasons for their satis- 
faction: ; 
1) The recognition stabilized the situation and insured 
the independence of Lebanon and Syria; 2) it strengthened the bonds 
connecting Lebanon and Syria with the United States and it gave 
those two small countries the right to appeal for help to the United 
_ States if and when necessary; 3) it tended to promote unity among. 
Arab-Americans in this country. . 
Lebanese separatists, Mr. Mokarzel continued, were happy 
because they felt that the real independence of Lebanon was now 
assured against British aims. Arab federationists on the other hand, 


were pleased because they thought the French Mandate had now been 


definitely excluded, that the possiddlity was still open of entering 


an Arab federation at a later time. 


_ Speaking of the recent Lebanese-American convention held as 


in New York, Mokarzel said it had been called deliberately for the 
ninth and tenth of September in order to influence the discussions 
in the conference on Arab federation to be held in Egypt starting 
25 September. Mokarzel said that twenty-five Lebanese societies 
sent delegates and twenty-five others were represented by proxy. The 
convention, he stated, sent cables to the President, the Prime 
Minister and the President of the Chamber of Lebanon, saying that 
Lebanese~Americans, while not attempting to dictate or impose their 
will on the home country, urged the authorities there to exercise the 
greatest care in protecting the independence of Lebanon. | 
The most important result of the convention, Mr. Mokarzel 
declared, was the establishment of a permanent national organization, 
the "Lebanese National Committee", of which Mr. Mokarzel is the 
chairman, George A. Betros of Poughkeepsie, New York, is the sec- 


retary, and Joseph Morin of Newark, New Jersey, is the treasurer. 
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Number B-25 1 26 September 1944 


: LEBANESE-ANERICAN OPPOSITION | 
TO ARAB FEDERATION 


A Lebanese~American conference in New Yor bab 2S 
initiated a campaign to oppose Lebanese pceis 
cipation in an Arab federation. Oisagreement 
has developed between the two Lebanese-Maronite 
papers al-/iodaeand ai-Akhlak, vith the latter 
attacking resoiutions which it says were passed 
by tne New York conference. 


1 TO DISCUSS the stand Lebanese~Americans should take toward recent events 
1 in Lebanon, delegates from thirty-five Lebanese societies of ten different 
gies met 9-10 September at the headquarters in New York of the Lebanon 


tage of Progress, which is also the office of the Lebanese—Maronite 


Called jointiy ty_Salloum Nokarzel, editor o* the stronaly Separatist 
nl-forn end president of the Lebanon League, and Alexander G. Antoun, 
secretary of the League, the meeting was apnarently timed to anticipate a 
conference on Arab federation convoked by the Prime Minister of Eaypt and 
to be held in Alexandria the latter part of September. Accardina to one 
Arab-American observer, tne active participation of the Lebanese Prime 
Minister, Prad al-Suhl, tn the pians for the Alexandria conference, had 
produced fears among the separatist and ‘'aronite~Christian Lebanese in the 


tInited States that Lebanon might be brought into an Arab federation. On the 


iC Oe «PEN PF PAL 


NUMBER B-251 a 26 SEPTEMBER 1988 


nn manent night ene RN ES tne “peti earaNe 


agenda of the Alexandria conference 1s said to be a scheme calling for the 
union of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Transjordan, and for an Arab League 


with Syria and {raq as the nucleus. I[ncluded among the proposals to be con- 


sidered is a guarantee of freedom of worship for the Naronite-Christian 


Lebanese. 


Two versions of the conference‘s decisions have been publ ished 
Al-Hodn's . ; Sof 
a in the Arabic-language press. According to the daily al~fodn _ 
(12-16 September) whose editor was presiding officer, a standing 
comnittee was formed to represent all Lebanese societies in the United States, . 
with Salloum Vokarzel as chairman. The committee was instructed to promote the 
general] welfare of the Lebanese communities in the United States; to make 
every possible effort to safeguard the independence of Lebanon; and to oppose 
the entry of Lebanon into any political federation, and specifically, into an 
Arab federation. The conference also cabled the President and the Prime 
Minister of Lebanon, urging them to safeguard Lebanon's independence and 


integrity. ‘ 


An altogether different account was given (12 September) in the 
41-APhInk me 


Differs Lebanese-Maronite semi-weekly al-Akhlak, which, while it had no 


official correspondent present at the meetings, claimed to have 
received its information from a trustworthy source. According to al-APhlak 
the conference condemned the President and the Prime t'inister of Lebanon as 
traitors; provided for the dispatch of a delegate to “ashington to protest 
against jraq’s and Syria's desians against Lebanon; demanded that the United 
States Government deliver to Lebanon a share in Lend-Lease; and elected a 
representative of the Lebanese-Americans in the United States to attend the 


peace conference as their spokesman. 
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In its editorial comment ol-Arhlak arquéd that if the Lebanese wished 
to join an Arab federation it was their own business. Lebanon's share in . 
Lend-Lease the paper considered the concern of the Lebanese Government 
and not of the conference in Mew York. The appointment of a Lebanese 
American representative to the peace conference was “ludicrous.” Al-APhiaP 
was particularly indignant at the eondewat ion of the President and the 
Prime Vinister of Lebanon. 

Serving the same Lebanese-American Maronite communities, al-APhink is 
a weak competitor of the much more widely read ai-fodn and has consistently 
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it has been suggested, may therefore be somewrr’ colored by journalistic 


rivalry and the desire to score against the more prosperous ol-fode. Never~ 
theiess, an Arab-American remarked to this brancn, 9L was nol uniikety tat 
the 'sub jects dealt with in the al-4Phink version were actually discussed at 


the conference in New York. 


Mokarzel was undoubtedly the movina spirit behind the con- 
Mokorzel the 


; ference. His persistent opposition to Lebanese participna- 
Centrol Figure pp Lebar 0 p 


tfon in an Arab federation, he has told this Rranch, stemmed 
primarily from his feeling that if predominantiy Christian Lebanon were 
swallowed uo in a great Arab union controiled by Moslems, religious freedom 
would be endangered and the Lebanese Cnr: stians mignt be subjected to harsn 
nersecution, 

Nokarzel’s ooponents ascribe h’s antagonism to Arab federation to another 
motive. They charge that pe is whoily coumitted to the support and maintenance 
of French interests and power in the Mear East, and that he sees tn an Arab 


federation, whicn 45 thouant to lave Britis approval, a serous tnreat to such 
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French influence as may stil] survive. His critics, taerefore, look upon 


Mokarzel as one who has betrayed the Arab cause in favor of France. 
V 


Mokarzel, however, explains his devotion to the French on the ground thac 


for a century and more France has stood as tne unfailing protector of 
Christianity in Lebanon, 

The charge is also leveled at Vokarzel that he organized the Lebanese- 
American conference in New York at this particular time with the deliberate 


purpose of wrecking ali chances of success for the conference of Arab leaders. 
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Language: Arabic Reader: 
Fublication: As-Sayeh, New York 
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2 
Date of Issue: Aug./7, 1944. 


A Banquet in Honour of Egypt's Minister of Health ——ss—~CS~S 


Dr. Fuad al-Akl, a Brooklyn and New York physician, 
born in Egypt of Lebanese parentage, gave a banquet in honour 
of Abd-al-Wahid al-Wakil, Egyptian Minister of Health, now in 
the United States at the invitation of the government to in- 
spect and study rural health conditions in the United States 
of America, 


As usual speeches were matie by almost everyone present. 
Practically all the speeches were tainted with politics of 
the Near East, particularly Zionism and pan-A4Arabism . 


{More important than the speeches were the private 
conversations with al-Wakil. He is the brother-in-law of 
Nahhas Pasha and most important man in the Wafd at the pre- 
sent time. He is quoted to have said that Egyptians are 
fed up with the British, more than ever before. At the time 
of El-Alamain, he said, the British were polite and courteous. 
Now, however, they are as arrogant as ever. He is also quoted 
to have said that American policy in the Near East and Egypt 
follows in the main Britain's. As such, it is difficult for 
Egyptians to distinguish between what is British and what is 

American. | 
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|. The following current news is circulated at once by reason of its timeliness. In conjunction with other and 
later intelligence the material may be used again in the longer-range studies of this Branch. 

(] Press Item | {} Account of Oral Interview Confidential Report 


. Ramber Ne65 ll October 1944 


UNITED STATES RECOGNITION OF SYRIA AND LEBANON 

RECEIVES UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OF ARAB-ANMERICAN PRESS 
UNITED STATES recognition of the independence of Syria and. Lebanon, 
with the appointment of George Wadsworth as Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary, met with enthusiastic approval in the Arab-American press. 
In spite of political and religious differences, all papers wel- 
comed the event as a long step ‘toward post-war security for the 
Near East, some papers seeing in it removal of another barrier to 
eventual Lebanese and Syrian participation in an Arab federation, 
others See of independence for the two nations. 

As-Sayeh of New York paused in its rejoicing (21 Septenber) 
to call attention to Palestine, fan integral part of the Arab 
world," which still remained under _the “threat of Zionism." — 

Adcainter k (19 September), al-Hoda (20 September), | Keren 


ul-G <Gharh (20 September), aes (21 September), and AlsI3iaeh 
(22 September), expressed their gratitude to America. The three 
last-named papers went on directly or by implication to denounce 
the “reactionary al-Hoda, vassal of the French," for its recent 


sponsorship in New York of a Lebanese convention oppesed to Arab 
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federation, *and some critics charged the paper with being luke- 
warm to the recognition, 

Salloum lokarzel, editor of ai-Hoda, however, told this 
Branch that ail Arab-Americans were elated with the step taken 
by the American Government, Three principal reasons accounted 
for their satisfaction, he said: 1) Recognition stabilized the 
Situation and guaranteed the independence of Lebanon and Sy7rlas 
2) it strengthened the bonds connecting Syria and Lebanon with 
the United States and gave those small countries the right to 
| appeal for help to America if and when necessary; 3) £t tended 
to promote unity among Arabe/mericans,. . 

iro Mokarzel explained that Lebanese separatists were de- 
lighted because they felt that independence of Lebanon from 
British influence was now assured, while on the other hand 


Arab federationists were pleased because they saw the definite 


exclusion of any future French Mandate, leaving open the possi-e 
bility that the two countries could enter an Arab federation 


latero 


c 


¥ Soe "Lebanese-American Opposition to Arab Federation," FN 
Number B-251 of 26 September 1944, 
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Buenos Aires, argentiyfa, June", 1944" 
Central Information 6ffice 
(C.I.0.) Report A 


No. ae ~s ee 


ra 


Subject: Transmitting a, Memorandum Rerarding Syrio- 
Lebanese Activities in Argentina During 
the Period of May, 1943, to June, 1944. Ais 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL fos Pap 
cums | : fr 6- AF] 
The Honorable * y NOV 14 1944 


The Secretary of 


Washington. : LIBRARY 


Sir: ie 
{ ; ; e 
.I have tke honor to refer " the Stbassy's despatch 
no. 10087 of May 10, 1943, with which there was enclosed 
.@ meworandum prepared by Mr. W. Wendell Blancké of the 
Central Information Office, entitled "Memorandum on 
Syrio-Lebanese Activities in Argentina". There is 
submitted herewith a further report on the same subject, 
dealing with developments during the past year within 
the various Arabic~language groups in Argentina whose 
activities are considered hostile to the United States. 


Respectfully yours, 


For the Ambassadorg, 47 - 


; if / M ff 
yar . j f As ‘ , J 
ig ala ARMAS 
Hugh Millard 
First Seféretarv of Embassy 


bnclosures: 


“1. Memorandum 

'2. Copy of "El Libro Blanco del 

. Libano", by Rafael Lahoud, 

- 3. Copy of "La Verdad sobre la 
Cuestién de Palestina", by 
Rafael Lahoud. 

4. Photostat of Manuscript 
entitled "Zionist Aspirations", 
by Salim Constantino. 

5. Translation of same. 
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Enclosure No. 1 to despatch 
No.i3iti dated June--' , 1944 
from American Embassy at 
Buenos Aires. 


PERIOD OF MAY, 1 1943, _TO_JUN JUNE, 19 ~1944 


The present memorandum nes been divided into two 
principal sections, entitled "Moslem Groups" and 
Christian Groups". In it, special attention has been 
given to those small Arabic- -language -nuclei whose. 
activities contrary to the interests of the United 
States’ have been considered of sufficient importance 
to warrant investigation by the Embassy. However, it 
should be borne in mind that these groups are relatively 
small, and that the large majority of the considerable 
Syrio-Lebanese community in Argentina is considered 
pro-Allied, if somewhat apevreuse regarding world 
issues. 


Apparently by*inclination as well as for religious 
reasons, the Moslem and Christian groups do not mix. 
Nevertheless, there is a common ground bass running 
through all’ their anti-United States propaganda - the 
question of the Zionist Movement and its aspirations 
in Palestine, which aspirations the United States is 
accused of encouraging. Although this quarrel undoubtedly 
had its origins among the Arabs themselves, there are 
sufficient indications that in Argentina, ag elsewhere, 
German propagandists have spared little effort to’ oP 
its flame Siig: 


Antin SAADER, well known as the "aim", or leader, 
of the Syrian Nationalist Party, has been classed as a 
Christian because he was raised in the Christian faith. 


MOSLEM GROUPS 


There are three principal Moslem groups in Buenos 
Aires, all of them hostile to the United States and 
Great Britain, and in favor of Germany in varying 
degrees. The y are: or Alianza Arabe, with headquarters 
at Calle Homero 472; the ogie dad de Beneficencia 
Solidaridad,Isl ica, at Calle Orén 447; and the so- 
Called Asociacion Pan- Islamista, now broken up into the 
Asoéiaci Islamica de Previsién and the Asociacién de | 
Jovenes Musulmanos, both located at Calle Venezuela 026, 

These groups are not inimical to one another, att 
it is the hope of certain leaders in each organization 
that they may some day be united into a homogeneous whole. 
At present they often act jointly in matters of common 
jaterest. One of the chief reasons for continued separa- 
tion is that each was formed in a different section of 
the city, and they do not respond to any central unifying 
influence such as the “Club Honor y Patria” of the 
Christian Syrio-Lebanese. 


La Alianza Arabe 


La Alianza Arabe 


Under the more complete title of Sociedad de Bene- 
ficencia La Alianza Arabe, this group Functions at Calle 
fiomero 472. Lt was founded on January 4, 1931, with the 
object of “unifying the Arab immigrants to this country, 
cooperating in all national activities tending to serve 
their interests, upholding the moral and cultural level 
of our people, propagating the teaching of the Koran, 
et cetera. Membership is open to Arabs and their 
descendents, and no objection is interposed to those 
who haveetaken out Argentine citizenship as long as the 
subject professes the Moslem religion and is able to 
adduce antecedents of rectitude and moral fiber. 
"Cooperating members", non-Arab or non-Moslem, may 
enjoy equal rights with regular members excepting the 
p.ter to vote. The Society maintains such beneficent 
advantages as free consulting lawyers and doctors, and 
provides for the burial of its members o . 


Tre locale at Calle Homero’ 472 is a large one. 
The president is Ali Hadji BANYEK, the rich head of two 
enterprises, a factory for making automatic scales and 
a business in the importation of tea, coffee and yerba 
mate. The former is located at Calle Juan B. Alberdi 
3401, the latter at Calle Dolores 226, both in the , 
Federal Capital. Although Banyek is the influential 
leader of the society, he is in turn obedient ‘to the 
directives of the notorious Moslem agitator Abdul Latif 
EL ,JECHEN 1/, kmown to‘have been in the pay of the 
German Embassy two years ago. kl Jechen was then,' and 
still is, the editor’of the rabidly pro-Nazi newspaper 
La Bandera Arabe (Al-Alam-Al-Arabi), and was under the 
orders of the Assistant Press Attaché of the Germans, 
Bernhard VON WOLFERSDORFF. La Bandera Arabe vies with 
Natur-Islam for’ the position of No. 1 hater of the Anglo- 
Saxons. Much of its concern lately has been to stir up 
internal revolt in India. Subhas Chandra BOSE is lauded 
as the leader of Indian renascence, and it is stated 
that now is the time for the Indians to rise up and 
join hands with the Japanese, to expel the British and 
Americans from India. 


In a recent interview with Banyek, an informant of 
the Embassy received the following statement: 


“Por five years I have led the Arabic 
Alliance group at Calle Homero. Our organ is 
La Bandera Arabe. Soon we shall succeed in 
unifying all the Syrio-Lebanese Moslem groups 
and there will be one bloc, composed of those 
of Orén, of Veriezuela 2/ and ours of Homero. 
Tat whll give us a total of 6,000 active members. 


“Our 
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4," Also transliterated as EL JECHIN and ELJECHEN. 
B/. See following sections. 


"Our object is to make the United States 
detested in Latin America, and to leave them 
few friends. We already obtained certain 
success in the time of President Irigoyen 

in creating currents of opinion against the 
United States, and we shall continue to do so, 
because the United States is the supporter 
of the Jews." 


In connection with Banyek's expressed hope that his 
organization might soon form an alliance with the other 
two leading Moslem organizations, it 1s reported that the 
Solidaridad Islémica group at Calle Ordn 447 purchased - 
some time ago a property t Calle BogotA 3449, where it 
is expected that both these groups, and possibly the 
third, will eventually unite. Although the property 
is in need of considerable repairs, it is worth 
50,000 pesos as it stands. 


The headquarters of the Alianza Arabe are under 
the management of one Abdul KERIM, whose wife is a 
Christian. There is a large room decorated with 
portraits of Moslems purportedly assassinated by the 
British in Syria, and many copies of La Bandera Arabe, 
- Vade mecum of the members. The treasurer 18 a hundred 
percent Moslem Nazi named Julio AGUADA, the owner of a 
grocery store at Calle Zelada 4900. Aguada's wife told 
an informant of the Embassy that meetings take place 
every other Sunday, from five to eight p.m. 


‘The same informant attended a social meeting at 
the home of Alf Almad HIYAZI, ex-president of the organi- 
zation at Calle Caxaraville 4843. There were interminable 
discussions regarding the relative merits and faults of 
the Germans and the anglo-Saxons, the speakers growing 
more excited as the theme was developed. Among those 
present was a certain Said HABIB also know as Pedro, 
who is a clever pro-Nazi agitator and a clandestine . 
agent for the form of gambling known as the "quiniela". 
Habib is an intimate friend of Hiyazi, who is believed 
to have afforded him protection against the police. 


Sociedad de Beneficencia Solidaridad Islémica 


The beneficent society "Islamic Solidarity" was 
established approximately nineteen years ago, am has its 
present locale at Calle Oran 447, in the outlying Buenos’ 
Aires district of Floresta. In this place, about 500 
Syrian Moslem fanatics gather, under the pretext of 
beneficent and cultural aims, to vent their hatrea against 
the United Bations, especially against the United States. 
German heroism and the sterling qualities of the Teutonic 
race are exalted by means of specious arguments culled 
from the Argentine nationalist press. Neighbors state 
that when a meeting is in Progress, it can be heard for 
blocks arpgund. The organization is led y four or five 
individuals, three of whom are Nazre HARB, of Calle 


f 


Concordia 


Concordia 515, Rada MUCABED, of Calle Concordia 617,. and 
Asadala TIVA, adcress unverified. he first two addresses 
are close to the Society's premises. 


“Next door to Calle Orén 447 is another locale of the 
same group, at Calle Oran 453. Rather pompously named 
Club Social y Cultural de la Juventud Arabe, it claims 
fot come reason to be independent of its neighbor, but 
in reality the two are twin facets of the same organiza- 
tion. The former is more a political society, while the 
latter devotes itself to social life, the organization of 
entertainments, et cetera. The leader of this youthful 
auxiliary is Nasib MUCABED, son of Rada Mucabed. as stated 
above, in the section devoted to the Alianza Arabe, the 
Solidaridad Isl4mica group has purchased a property at 
Calle Bogoté 5449, where the two groups at Orfn 447 and 
453 expect shortly to unite, even though the Alianza Araba 
may delay some time in the projected fusion. 


A contact of the smbassy's informant has become & | 
member of Solidaridad Islamica, and has stated the follow- 
ing to be the principal tenets of the group: 


1. We identify ourselves with the present Argentine » § 
régime. ; 


©, We shall uphold and defend the Germans by every 
mans in our power. 
| " q 


The Germens will recompense us by according the 
complete independence of unified Syria, from the 
Turkish frontier to that of kgypt. 


Even though the Germans should be defeated, they 
will remain sufficiently. strong after che war to 
protect us against the North Americans. The 

English themselves will end by depending on 

unified Germany for support when the war is over. l/ 


Qur hatred for the United States is based on. its 
support of the immigration of European Jews to 
Palestine. Even the English are not so strongly 
in favor of such immigration at present. 1/ 


There is 
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This recurrent theme of “even the English" is believed 
interesting, in that it is 90 Similar to present 
Argentine nationalist propaganda. There too, the 
campaign against the United States often assumes 

the form of holding up Britaiu as comparatively a 
lesser evil. 


~ 


There is at present a movement on foot, sponsored. 
‘by Solidaridad Isiamica, to build in Buenos Aires a 
mosque for the use of all Mohammedans. Apparently the 
project is meeting with some success, and it has been 
decided by the three Moslem societies to sell certain 
of their properties to raise funds. A committee has 
been named to tour the interior provinces on a money- 
raising campaign, and has already visited several. 
The, committee is composed of M. Hassan DAJ, Khaled 
ADIB and Abdelcarim (Miguel) ALLAMs. Contributions 
are to be addressed to: Husain MADE and Hasan HAIDAR, 
at Calle Or4n 447. While it now seems possible that the 
project may be realized, the observation can hardly be 
avoided that practically all such projects of the Arab 
commpnity in the past have fallen through because the 
funds collected were diverted largely into the pockets 
of the collectors. 


Asociacién Pan-Islamista 


This group gravitates around the fanatical Arab- 
language weekly, Natur-Islam (Al-Fttreh Al-Islamiah), 
Gealt with exhaustively in the memorandum enclosed with 
the Embassy's despatch no. 10087,of May 10, 1943. As 
mentioned therein, Saifuddin Rahhal joihed with the 
brothers Ahmad, Muhammad, and Safd MURAD to edit the 
pro-German Bandera Otomana during the past war. "Ahmad 
and Muhammad died end Safa Murad returned to Syria some 
years ago, since which time Rahhal has edited Natur- 

. Zslam and has acted as a leader of the Asociacién 
Pan-Islamista, formed principally by his efforts. 

During the past year Rahkal has become largely discredi’sd, 
and the editorship of Natur-Islam has been taken over by 
his former assistant, Mohamad Mahmood RaMaDAN. However, 
Rahhal is still counted among the paper's contributors, 

and is a member of the so-called “Permanent bxecutive 
Committee of the first Pan-Arabic Congress in America" 

(see below). 


Owing largely to disagreements between the older 
and younger members of the society, the original Asociacié6n 
Pan-Islamista has been broken up into two parts, the 
Asociacién Isldémica de Previsign (Islamic Welfare Association) 
and the AsociaciOén de Jévenes Musulmanos (‘Young Moslems! 
Association). Both groups, however, are united in their 
hostility to the United Nations and, above all, to the 
colonization projects of the Zionist Jews in Palestine. 
Many of the Association's members are said to be lukewarm 
on the political questions involved, but eager to take 
advantage of the business contacts offered by membership 
in the Association. Many members are accustomed to meet 
with germanophile Argentines in the cellar of the Café 
Tortoni, on the Avenida de Mayo. 


The locale of the organization is at Calle Venezuela 
826, an address fronted by the dry~goods business on one 
of the members, Alf M. SALHH. Ssifuddin Rahhal has been 
replated as‘ leader by a young scholar named Casim M. 
ABDALA Neman (or Kasem Abdullah). Another important 
individual among the younger group is Ibrahim HALLAR 


son of one of the original mainstays of Rahhal, | ’. 


Venonzuela 
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Venezuela 826 also figures as the address of the 
"pérmanent Executive Committee of the First Pan-Arabic 
Congress in America". In spite of the pomposity of the 
title, this organization is rather insignificant, and 
4s said to obey the directives of ‘the pro-German 
propagandist, the Emir Chekib ARSLAN (now velieved to be 
in Geneva). The "Congress" was at one time presided over 
by the cousin of Chekib Arslan, the Emir Emin ARSLAN, 
now deceased, with the Arabic poet Rachid KHURY of Sao 
Paulo as vice president and Casim Abdala as secretary. 


During the month of March, 1944, the "Congress" 
sent out a circular’ letter to most of the countries of 
the western hemisphere to appeal for funds and support 

‘against the Zionist Movement, and to prevent the latter 
from making Palestine a Jewish-controlled state. The 
letter was signed by Casim Abdala, and the contribu- 
tions were to be sent to Alf HALLAR. It was announced 
that in April, 1944, the first pan-Arabic Congress would 
be held. in Buenos Aires, and would be attended by | 
representatives of the two million Arabs in America. 
However, to date the "Congress" ias.not been held, nor 
does it seem probable that 15 will be held in the near 
future. On June 1, an informant of the Embassy was told 
by a committee member that it had been postponed for 
the time being, but that the project had not been given 
UDe : 


Tm the March 24 issue of Natur-Islam, a lengthy 
editorial was devoted to the matter of the "Congress" 
and the Zionist problem. After pointing out that the 
Arabs had retaken Palestine from the Byzantine Greeks 
in the time of Omar Ibn-al-Jott&b, and that the Jewish 
claims after thirteen hundred years were just as logical 
as if the Araucanian Indians should reclaim the Province 
of Buenos Aires because their ancestors had roamed there, 
the editorial went on to reprint a letter to the Argentine 
Minister 68 Foreign Affairs, in which the following was 
stated: j ; 

Having been informed through the press that Mosaic 
Jews had celebrated, on June 11-12, the "First South 
American Congress of the New Zionist Organization" in 
various American capitals, the organization wished to go 
on record to the effect that: 1) The problem of Palestine 
was a strictly Arab problem, and as such the Arab people 
were competent to settle it; 2) Military conquest gave 
no right to annul the independence of occupied nations; 
3) Self determination was a right recognized by the 
democratic conscience, and the Arabs repudiated all 
foreign tutelage over their affairs; 4) The Arabs had 
never recognized the projected constitution of a Jewish 
Home in Palestine, much less a Jewish State, and also 
refused to recognize the Zionist problem; 5) Immigration 
was a weapon of conquest, which even if limited, would 


finally 


finally put the Arabs in a minority in their own land. 
Great Britain recognized this when it put a limit to Jewish 
immigrat#on as of April first, as set forth in the "white 

6) The creation in Palestine of a Jewish Army of 
Defense, representing the international Jews of many nations, 
would be an affront to Arab sovereignty and an ever-~present 
menace to Arab security. Such an army would be ever ready 
to put its own interests before that of the country in any 
. question which might arise. 


As a solution, the "Pan-Arabic Congress" suggested the 
, following; | 


(1) To consider Palestine—as en indivisible part of 
the Arabic nation. 


(2) To declare the Zionist problem as non-existent, 
insofar as Palestine was being considered a 
partial or total Jewish state. 


(3) To ask for absolute independence for Palestine 
and Transjordania, with a national constitutional 
government. . 


To continue considering Jews who were natives of 
Palestine as co-=nationals with equal duties and 
rights as Mohammedans and Christians born there. 
All foreigners, whether Hebrew or of any other 
creed, were to be treated as guests, as in any 
Civilized nation. 


To include Free Palestine in the Arabic Union, 
which Union was to be the aim of the Pan Arabic 
Congress, to be held soon in Cairo under the 
auspices of the Egyptian Government. 


On the premises of the Asociacién Pan-Islamista at 
Calle Venezuela 826, classes are given to inculcate in 
Syrian youth the traditional beliefs of their fathers. 

The younger group, known as the Asociacién de Jévenes 
Musulanos, has in reality accomplished little more than 

to bring about the disintegration of the elder organization, 
although one of its principal postulates is the unification 
of all Mohammedan nuclei. The principal figures in the 
young men's association are Casim Abéala, Ibrahim Hallar, 
and Khaled Agib. Adib, an ex-secretary of the Christian 
prophet Antiin SAADEH, is now a foremost enemy of the latter, 
Ibrahim Hallar was quoted in the Nazi-nationalist daily 
Hl Federal, in an article entitled, "The Arabs repudiate 

he Jews", 


Most of the elder members of the Association are 
financially well off, engaged in the dry-goods business, 
and have ample leisure to mature their political intrigues 
and to give free rein to their religious fanaticism, 


Principal - 
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Principal among them 

H. Ali Hallar . Venezuela 885, Buenos Aires 
Ali Saleh M.- . Venezuela 826, Buenos Aires: 
Mustafa Murad , Peri 358, Buenos Aires 
Hamed Murad . « « > Reconquista 675, Buenos Aires 
Saifuddin Rahhal. . Reconquista 1010, Buenos Aires 
Masoud y Hassan . - Reconquista 775, Buenos Aires 
Saleh C.Abe@saleh. . Reconquista 730, Buenos Aires 


It is also said that the Lebanese Christian soldier of for- 
tune Rafael LAHOUD, has been in contact with the group at 
Venezuela 826... 


Pro-Axis Moslems in General. 
The following is a list furnished by the fmbassy's 
informant of leading Moslem supporters of the anti-United 
Nations campaign, without distinction as regards the three 
groups mentioned in the immediately preceding sections: 


H. Ali Hallar ‘ 
Ali M. Saleh ‘ 
Mustefa Murad ; 
Hamad Mured ° 
Masoud y Hsssan . ° 
Saleh C. #4 .08saleh : 
Alberto jala Mohmuea 
Mahmud . sra y Hno. 
Mustafa Tarbuch « . 
Amin Davd s_i«w 


. Venezuela 885, Buenos Aires 
. Venezuela 826, Buenos Aires 
. Peri 358, Buenos Aires 
. Reconquista 657, Buenos Aires 
. Reconquista 775, Buenos Aires 
. Reconquista 730, Buenos Aires. 
. Caracas 960, Buenos Aires 
. Av. Pavén 402, ( Lemnfs) 
. Charcas 4634, Buenos Aires” 
» Canning 557, Buenos Aires 
Asom Tarbuch kh. ° 
Jalid, Erut ° ° 
‘José Adid ° ‘ 
Hasan Hadid. . ° 


. S. Blas 5158, Buenos Aires 
-Abdelali Kssab . 


Reconquista 
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Buenos Aires 
Mendoza 7 
Mendoza 
Mendoza 
Mendoza 
Cérdoba 
Cérdoba 
Tucuman 
Tucuman 


Mahmud Ganim . 
-Jabsa Hnose-. © 
Husain Sucarie. 
Muhammad Gan4m. 
José Sarmi. . « 
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The following are Moslem business houses which have given 
financial support to the nationalist cause: 


Hallar.Hnos. & Cia. (José and Ibrahim). . . 

: Venezuela 883, Buenos Aires 
Reconquista 657, Buenos Aires 
Reconquista 775, Buenos Aires 
Caracas 960, Buenos Aires 
eo 8 © 0 8 Mendoza 

° Mendoza 
° Mendoza 


Murad & Claw « « © « « 
Masoud & Hassan. « « » 
Alberto Abdala Mahmud 
José Adid e e ® % e 
- Hasan Hadid. ee « e 
Mahmud Ganim . ‘ 
Muhammad Gan&m 
Jabsa Hnos. . 


Tucuman 
Cérdoba 
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"Al Istiklal" 


"Al Istiklal" and the followers of the deceased Emir Emin 
| Arslan. 


In the Embassy's memorandum enclosed with despatch 
no. 10087 of May 10, 1943, it was stated that owing to,the 
recent death of the Emir Emin Arslan, his newspaper Al Istiklal 
(Independence) had been carried on by a small group éalling 
itself the "Drusa Association", TYis group, representing 
the Druze in Argentina, are very pro-Nazi and have brought 
the paper definitely into thé Tola- or ths Moslem press. 
It 1s now edited'by Saleh C. ABOSALEH, and although the 
address of the administration is given as Calle Maipt 735, 
it is printed at Calle Reconquista 730. Abosaleh is said 
"to be almost illiterate, the real editor being a certain 
Yad Uvar UVAR, a Syrian engaged in the dry-goods trade on 
Calle Reconquista Connected with UVAR are the brothers 
Alex and Hussein ALSAIEG, of Calle Juncal 905, reported by 
an informant of the Embassy as German agents. Abosaleh, 
also, is said to be in the pay of the enemy, and is a member — 
of the Asociacién Pan-Islamista. mS ; 


. Since his death, the Emir min Arslan has been made a 
hero by the Syrio-Lebanese community, and on July 17, 1943, . 
a public funeral was held in his name. Arabs of all stripes 
were invited, the committee of homage being made up of. pro- 
Nazi Mosiems and pro-Allied Christians indiscriminately. 


CHRISTIAN GROUPS . 


Two predominant Christian groups in Syrio-Lebanese 
politics, as discussed in the Embassy's previous memorandum. 
on the subject, are those Lebanese connected with the 
Maronite religious order and the Syrio-Lebanese, mostly 
Syrians, who still follow Anttin SAADEH. It will be observed 
below that there has been a schism within the ranks of the 
former. As for Saadeh's followers, they have gradually 
lost importance and may now be considered a non-entity. 
Notwithstanding his waning prestige, however, Saadeh 

| continues to publish his organ Azzaubaha, and to correspond 
with supporters in other South American countries, notably- 
Mexico and Brazil. 


Regarding the large majority of the Syrio-Lebanese 
in Argentina, not identified with either of the above- 
mentioned groups, the present report has little to add to 
that which was set fc-th in the previous memorandum. The: 
"Club Honor y Patria" and its leader, Moises J. AZIZE, 
are, in the main pro-Allied as regards the war and uninter- 
ested in the political situation of their homeland, except 
in a purely theoretical way. 


The director’ of Azize's Diario Siriolibanés, Emilio, 


or Amin, CONSTANTINO, continues to be extremely friendly to 
the* Allied cause and is @illing to execute any reasonable 


Suggestion as to how to combat the Moslem-Fascists, 
Constantino has stated that Ambassador Armour's endorsement 


of the special 


=10= 


of the special issue of the Diario Siriolibanés, on January 
12, did much good among the better Class Syrio~Lebanese, both 
Moslem and Christian. Moreover, the assignment of Mr. George 
WADSWORTH as special diplomatic agent and Consul General in 
Beirut and Damascus was looked on with great favor by Syrio- 
Lebanese in Buenos Aires. 


The Lebanese, through the organ Voz Libanesa, demand 
the integral independence of the Lebanon, at the expense of 
Syria. However, it is the opinion of Mr. Constantino that 
the United States will obtain greater sympathy among the 

better class of both Moslems ana Christians if it does not 


separate the cause of the Lebanese from that of the Syrians. 


The Lebanese Patriotic Association and the "Voz Libanesa" 


_.. The Asogiacién Patriética Libanesa is an old and .- 
established Arabic group in Argentina, and was dealt with 
at some length in the Embassy's former memorandum on the 
subject, referred to above. During the course of its history, 
the Association, has always been considered under. the direct 
influence of the Maronite Fathers, the Lebanese Christian 
religious order located at Calle Paraguay 9854. In January, 
1943, there appeared the first issue of a bi-monthly, tabloid- 
size newspapersin Spanish and Arabic, named Voz Libanesa. 

This paper was published at the Maronites! printing establish- 
ment at the address of Paraguay 834, which also housed the 
Association at that time. However, during the following 
March there appeared a schism within the ranks of the 
Association, and the majority of the members seceded to 
re-form their group under the same name of Asociacién 
Patriética Libanesa, moving to an address at Calle San 
Wartin 011-917. The premises were sublet from a Syrian 
tailor. The secessionists took the publication Voz Libanesa 
with them, and the subsequent April issue made its appearance 
under the new address. ~ 


The reason for the break, according to an informant, 
was that a gnoup of younger members, including certain lay 
brothers of the Maronite Order itself, wished to free them- 
selves from the directives of the Maronite Fathers. The 
peparation was effected discreetly and no reasons were given 
out to the public. In a confidential interview with the . 
Leaders of the new group, José Miguel KAYRUZ and Elfas RICHA, 
the Embassy's informant, who is a Turk well versed in Arabic 
affairs, learned the following: The secessionists, who 
continue to bear the name of the Association, wished to _, 
break with French politica? and financial influence and™ 
effect a closer rapprochement with the Anglo-Saxon powers. 
Some of the members also wanted to incline the group 
specifically towards the United States, not only in Argentina 
but also all over Latin America, by means of the numerous 
Syrio-Lebanese,; colonies thoughout. the continent. 


The Maronite Fathers, it was said, were scandalized 
by the insubordination of the lay brothers and of the 


Association 


Association, stating that it was insanity to abandon the 
aegis’of Catholic France to place themselves under the 
domination of the Anglo-Saxon nations. The Fathers did not 
announce their displeasure publicly, but the informant 
stated that it was made quite evident in the Arabic text 
of the Order's organ, El Misionero. The Maronite Order is 
reported to have oriented its policy along the lines of the 
Yerench Colonialists", based on the hops of a satisfactory 
recolonization arrangement between France and Germany after 
‘the cessation of hostilities. For this reason, the Order 
‘has taken up an attitude of veiled hostility towards the 
United States, as it fears that the latter would favor the 
- formation of a federal republic with Damascus as capital, 
to include all the small Syrian states artificially created 
after the last war. It is on this basis that German propa~ 
gandists have based their maneuvers to agitate the Lebanese 
elemerits in Argentina and to create an atmosphere of hostility 
towards. the United States. 


Notwithstanding thé assertigns of the secessionist 
leaders regarding their friendship for North America and the 
eause of the United Nations, an Argentine nationalist broad- 
side.attacking the United States and the newspaper La Prensa . 
was discovered being distributed on the premises of the new _ 
association, at San Martin 911. Moreover, the presence on 
the staff of the Voz Libanesa by Mr. Rafael LAHOUD is not 
reassuring to the mmbassy, which has had several rather 
chastening experiences with him in the past. Although Lahoud 
has repeatedly attempted to convince the Embassy of his: 
friendship for the United Nations, he’ is known to have — 
received aid from both sides during the early, years of the 
war, and to be ethically unreliable. Lahoud's, hatred for 
the leader of the Syrio-Lebanese commumity, Moises J. Agzize,. 
is reflected regularly in the pages of Voz Livanesa. . 
Although he is: at present identified with the new group at 
San Martin 911, he is said to be supported sub rosa by the 
French who incline towards a future understanding with = 
Germany, and by the Maronite Fathers. a nS 


Rafael Lahoud lives with a woman at Calle 25 de Mayo 611, 
lst floor, apartment 3, in a boarding house run by a German 
woman. He comes from an excellent Lebanese family, and is 
now in his early thirties. Married in Beirut, he abandoned 
his wife when he was sent by the Government of the Lebdnese 
Republic on a mission to Argentina, of which the nature is 
not known. When he was recalled to the Lebanon, he refused 
to go, under vague pretexts, and remained in this country 
in the service of the Germans, at the beginning of the 
present war. Although he is now attempting to make contacts 
with Allied representatives, his writings still encourage 
the Moslems in their hostility to the United States, accusing # 
the latter of upholding the Zionist Jews against the Moslem 
and Christian Syrio-Lebanese. Copies of two of Lahoud's 7 
pooks, "The Pruth about the Palestine Situation” and "The 

White Paper of the Lebanon" are enclosed with the present 
memorandum (Enclosures 2 and 3). : 
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There is also enclosed (No. 4) tic text of an article 
by Salim CONSTANTINO, brother of the pro-Allied umilio 
Constantino. *® Salim is his brother's enemy, and lives at 
Calle Urnguay 328, 4th floor, apartment 8, where he runs a 
boarding house. A close associate of Rafael Lahoud, he is 
the author of a year book on the Arab community in Argentina, 
a work of little importance. The enclosed manuscript was 
made temporarily available to the Embassy by a contact, 
and attacks Zionist aspirations in Palestina. Constantino 
attempted to sell it to several large Buenos Aires dailies, 
without success. 


The Spanish texts of Voz Libanesa are pro-Allied, 
and the Embassy's informant states that the Arabic is not 
hostile. There is little doubt that the organization as a 
whole is not pro-Nszi, although the intricacies of Arab 
politics make a blanket classification inadvisable. The 
following is a list of the constituted authorities of the 

Asociacién Patriética Libanesa, elected at the time of its 
withdrawal from the influence of the Maronite Order: 


President . 2. « . « 6 « Mr. José Miguel Kairiiz 
lst Vice President... ~Mr. Miguel Mayun’ 
énd Vice President. . . Mr. Joseph Farhat 
. oMr. BElfas Richa 
Mr. Richard El Khoury 
~Dr. José Sejean | 
-Mr. Tafic. Yabbur 
-Mr. Tufic FPadul 
«Mr. Pedro A. Faisal 
eMr. Naim Hava . 
Mr. Emilio Abdallah’ 
Members . . + » -Messrs: Habib Khairallah, 
Juan Maluf, Miguel Abési, 
Angel Tubfa, Hlfas Bus- 
leiman, Ramén Alam and 
| José Salum. ' 
Substitutes. . eMessrs; Said. Jozani, 
Gabriel Curi, Abdu J. 
Bueri, José Gasibe, 
Antonio Nazer and, 
Aiub Diab. 


General Secretary .. ° 
Asst. General Secretary . 
Recording Secretary .. . 
Asst. Recording Secretary 


Treasurer « 6 « © « © « 
Asst. Treasurer . e« « e 
Auditor . .« « « « «© e« e 
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Antin °Saadeh 


The subject of Antin Saadeh was treated exhaustively 
in the Embassy's former memorandum, enclosed with despatch 
no. 10087, of May 10, 1943. At the time of its writing, 
it was pointed out that the influence of Saadeh was already 
waning in Argentina, and that the "Zaim"™ of the Syrian 
Nationalist Party was finding it increasingly difficult to 
obtain funds for the support of his movement. During the 
past year this situation has become even more serious, with 
the result that Saadeh's activities have been confined 
largely to that same small group of faithful supporters, 
half believers and half rogues, who .were mentioned in the 


‘previous 


previous memorandum. This clique is apparently still able 
to unearth an occasional gullible contributor, notably in 
the province of Tucum4én, but there are indications through 
various censorship intercepts that Saadeh is aQepending in 

an increasing degree on the support of followers outside 
Argentina. Chief among these groups is the Syrian National- 
ist Party in Mexico. 


A censorship intercept of February 6, 1944, confirmed 
the Hmbassy's information that Saadeh is at present residing 
in the city of Tucumén, at Calle Maipi 453. This‘is the 
address of Saadeh's chief lieutenant, Yubran MASS - in 
the same letter, Saadeh declared his desire to make a trip 
to Mexico, and possibly ~o the United States, within the 
next six months. The ¢ unication in question was ad- 
dressed to one Assef ABUMRAD, Apartado 7638, Mexico D.F. 

Te constant recurrence of this address in correspondence 
to and from Saadeh indicates that it is the principal center 
of the Syrian Nationalist Party in that country. From time 
to time Saadeh has‘acknowledged receipt of contributions 
from the faithful in Mexico, notably a remittance of 
$100.00 U.S. Cy.,/to help Saadeh to buy a new press for 

his monthly, Azzaubaha. It will be recalled that for the 
past two years, practically all such collections have been 
made under the pretext of buying this press, a project ' 
which appears to be no nearer realization than it was at 
the outset. 


During the middle months of 1943, the printing of 
Azgzaubaha was transferred from the address at o/0% Recon- 


quista 662 to a, printing establishment at Calle/Pozes 468, 
where the notoriously Nazi Croatian paper Hrvatski Domobran 
was also put out. However, probably through fear of re- 
prisals on the part of the Allied snbassies, Saadeh once 
more moved/in October to Calle Paraguay 487, where the 
Syrian Assalam is printed. As mentioned in the previous 
memorandum, Assalam is pro-Allied, but the miserable state 
of its finances has caused it on more than one occasion 

to accept contracts for the printing of other publications 
of doubtful sympathies. At present, it is reported that 
Azzaubaha has only a handful of subscribers in Argentina, 
but that a limited number of copies are being sent to other 
countries, especially to Mexico, from which country a 
mailing list was sent to the "Leader" by the Syrian 
Nationalist Headquarters. Moreover, during the first three 
months of 1944, Saadeh's paper published, in a prominent 
position, lists of names and addresses, which upon trans- 
lation were discovered to be his duly constituted corres- 
pondents in various parts of Argentina and the hemisphere. 
While Saadeh!s star has become somewhat eclipsed, it is 
nevertheless believed that this list is of sufficient 
interest to be included in the present memorandum, as 
follows; 


in Argentina 


IN ARGENTINA 


Sr. Mehaman DAU 
Villa Colon 
Caucete--San Juan 


Sr. Jacobo nASTP 
Villa Cuyaya 
% Jujuy 


Sr. Salim skua 
Montevideo 34 
Cordoba 


Sr. Lipe ABUD 
LN. Alem, 270 
' La Barlda ~ Peia. Sgo del Estero 


Sr. Munir v¥p 
Alvear esq. Balcarce 


Jujuy . 
J y, 


Sr. Jorge A. ABRAHAM : 
S. Lorengo ¥ Gral. #ico 
Pergamino 
F.C.C.A. 


a 


Sr. Yubran wASSUH 
Maipti 316 
Tacumén 


IN BRAZIL 
iy 
Sr. William PALIS 
Caixa Postal, 1487 
Saco Paulo ~ 


Sr. Nagib ASSREUY 
"Passa Tempo 
Via Oliveira, Minas 


Sr. Jorge DADDE 
Alfdndega. 332 
Rio de Janeiro 


IN MEXICO 
Sr. Assef ABUMRAD 
Apartado, 7638 
Mexico ~ D.F. 


IN THE UNITED states 
eeneeaaentneeiimnaiasetiamn mnineariastomeneemmnatteeitinns simeedtineteeel 


‘ v 
Dr. Fakhori MALUF 
24 De Wolfe St. 
Cambridge, Mass, 


Regarding 


Regarding the presence on the list of the last named 
individual, Dr. Fakhori MALUF, it was ascertained that he 
ig Saadek's principal associate in the United States and 
that in May, 1943, Saadeh wrote him to discuss his trip 
to the United States, projected at that time. Saadeh!'s 
object was to persuade the United States authorities of the 
sincerity and independence of his movement, which he 
Claimed had been misrepresented and distorted by his 
enemies. Saadeh's intentions and his connection with 
Dr. Maluf have been duly noted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in Washington. 


Saaden's princip-] lieutenants, in Arcentina continue 
to be thoge mentioned in the previgus memorandum, namely, 
Abdéon SAHADE in Cérdoba, Yubran MASSU in Tucuma4n, and 
Yauad NADER in Buenos Aires. It will be recalled that the 
las~t named acted as Saadeh's agent in the pro-Allied 
Diario Siriolibanes until the connection was discovered. 
Agzaubaha has toned down considerably in its anti-Allied 
preaching, attempting to disguise its former pro-Axis 
sentiments under the guise of a purely Syrian nationalism. 
Nevertheless, few opportunities ane missed to make oblique 
observations at the expense of the United States and 
Great Britain. 


ww 


_ Antin Saadeh's pretensions for bringing about the 
renascence of Syria as a nation which should be a model 
state in all the orders of modern civilized life are 
probably best set forth in a speech delivered on the 
occasion of the "Zaim's" birthday, March 1, by his 
lieutenant Yubran Maseuh. An informant states categori- 
cally that the address was written by Saadeh himself, and’ 
it is believed of sufficient interest for the inclusion 
of a synthesis in the present memorandum, as follows: 


"Saadeh, Mahomet and Christ 
"Certain professional exploiters of religion 

claim that our national resurgentce is contrary to | 
religion. This can only be attributed to a failure 
to understand us.. We dirnifv and elevate the moral 
level of religion. Let those who are relixzious 
cling to their beliefs, but those who traffic in 
religion for the benefit of personal ambition must 
be eliminated. Our movement, for the first time in 
history, succeeds in joining Christ and Mahomet. 
These two figures clasp each other's hands in an 
effort to rescue a great nation from abysmal humili- 
ation and misery. It is not our, aim to unite two 
diverse creeds, but rather to superimpose our unity 
over the two. We respect the sheik (sic) while he 
remains in hfs mosque, and the priest while he 
teaches the faithful to do good. But the sheik or 
the priestinterfering with our national existence 
and sowing intrigue and confusion has ho place in 
our scheme of things. If we combat such individuals, 
it is because they are the enemies of our national 
resurgence and a dead weight against the march of 
our progress. 


Like 


"Like Mahomet himself we destroy such interfer-. 

- nce and proscribe its false authority. With the 
insight of Christ, we expel the money-changers from 
the temple of our activities - Nationalist Syrial 

. Our only ideal is to raise the moral level of our 
country and to return to it its lost dignity, 

«Sacrificing, if needa be, life itself. Be sure that 
in all our meetings Mahomet and Christ are present -. 
Mahomet to impart greatness, valor, dignity, integrity 
and self-confidence; Christ“to teach us to pardon, 
and to teach love, modesty and Sacrifice. 


"Let our enemies understand that it is useless 
to stand in our way, that the nationalist will not 
be deterred even though he be crucified, that he 
will not falter in the confidence of his faith, 
Unity between sons of our Mother Country is an 
incontrovertible fact, and’ there is no human force 
capable of arresting it. Saadeh has united the 
personalities of Ghrist and Maromet, for an ideal 
which we are confident will bring about the rebirth 
of our nation, yes, and further the cause of humanity. 
Our cause is the cause of all Arab peoples. Shout 
with me, !Long live Mahomet!" 'Long live Christi! , 
‘Long live Saddentt * 
. a ‘* 
In a more practival vein, Saadeh wrote an editorial 
AZzaubaha, on November 8, 1943, which is also revealing 
‘as to his policies. Its purpose was to comment on the 
results of the Moscow Conference with respect to their 
possible effects on the Syrian nationalist cause. In. it, 
the author stated that ths many problems con,’ronting the 
Syrian people had been foreseen by Susdeh at. the outset of 
the conflict, and that the solution then proposed was still 
valid, namely, the preservation of an absolute neutrality. 
This neutral attitude n ever, preclude future 
Support of one or the o , if and when it 
should be demonstrate j at that side would 
{ e and the integrity 
serritories. statement of the 
Moscow Conference that there must be established, as soon 
as possible, a general international organization based 
on the principles of sovereign equality for all peace- 
loving states and the union of all these to maintain 
international peace and security. However, he enjoined 
his readers to meditate profoundly on these matters, 
and to take into aeccunt the following considerations; 


1. Are we Prepared, even in a sriajl way, to join 
in any such international system? 
2. Do we know positively what are the foremost 
interests of our country? 
. 3 Do we know positiveiy what destiny is best for 
us? 
. 4 Do we know what fate Other powers reserve for 
us? All countries bounding Syria, as well as a 
certain others, are ambitious to get hola ef our 
land because of its Strategic value, 1ts riches and 
the beauty of its soil. And, if we know these 
things, have we solved our own intemal problems 
and domestic quarrels to such a point that we can 


present 


#176 


a 


present to the world the legitimate claims of a 
people securely unified by its ideals and interests? 


Have we managed to decide what political, social 
and agricultural problems will be presented by our 
delegates in the case of their attending such an 
international conference? Unfortunately, we must 
recognize that we have not. 


Saadeh went on to state that the Syrian Nationalist Party 
had fought in the country end abroad for a period of years for 
an answer to the above problems, and had at least succeeded in 
Creating a feeling of repudiation of the feudal régime which 
still humiliated the country. However, there were still many 
enemies who pretended to guide Syria's destinies but who were 
in reality only interested in conserving their power and 
influence. These individuals, working through sectarian 


hates, were the real enemies of the "Zaim" and of Syria. 


Mneclosure No. 5 to Despatch 
No. '-.:.dated June", 1944, 
from American Embassy at 
Buenos Aires. 


(Pranslation) 


ZIONIST ASPIRATIONS 


"Communiqué of the Permanent Office of the 
Neo-Zionist Congress in South America." 


Under the above subtitle, the so-called Permanent Office 
of Zionism recently published its point of view in certain 
organs of the press. This entity has just held a congress 
in the Republic of Uruguay, with the sonfessed intention of 
discussing ideas regarding the proposed Jewish national home 
in Palestine. 


Among other considerations, it was declared in the mani- 
festo"under reference that "the resolutions mede do not put 
forward prestensions of political or territorial conquest nor 
do they attempt to foster ambitions of individuals or of a 
Class, since Zionism - they say - stands for the reestablish- 
ment of a Jewish nation based on the postulates of the rights 
of peoples without conquest nor the spilling of blood." 


But the Zionists forget, or pretend to forget, the spilled 
blood of thousands of innocent workers, Jews as well as Arabs, 
since the promise of Lord Balfour. This was especially true 
between 1934 and 1939. 


It is also manifested in this same document that "as 
regards the declaration of the British Prime Minister (at 
that time Lord Arthur James Balfour) and the manifestations 
of Great Britain and other nations, these can be formulated 
as backing the establishment of a Jewish Home in Palestine 
in the certainty--as they say--that such an aspiration did 
not in the least run contrary to the interests of the natural 
rights of any people or nation in the lana". 


If what:the Zionists say is true, why then were there 
produced the protest and massacres mentioned above? . .« e 

The manifesto continues to the effect that "the work 
carried out by the Jews in Palestine and their progress there 
did not justify the complaints lodged by the Arabs and, less 
still, of hundreds of Arab immigrants who were able to. come 
to the soil of Palestine. 


This part of the manifesto is insolent. In effect, 
according to the Zionists, the Jews arriving from all parts 
of the world are masters of the house, and the real masters 
of the house . .-*e intruders. Before saying my say, I wish 
to make clear the following; At the end of August of last 
year, Zionism had a Congress in North America. At that 
Congress, the Jewish Workers' representatives tenaciously 

' opposed Zionist pretentions towards a National Jewish Home 


in Palestine 


in Palestine. Furthermore: The society known as ane 
American Unity" in Philadelphia published in The Times, on 


the Slst of August. a manifesto Opposing the Zionists and 


, 


the resolutions made in the recently closed Congress, in 
more or less the following words: "The Jews have not been 
the only people persecuted by Nazism and Fascism, but also 
many other anti-Nazi Christians, wherefore we hops that the 
Allies will try to remedy this pressing situation and 
exchange those inhabitants as soon as possible. As regards 
the Jews--says the manifesto--they should be content with 
the equality of rights and duties given them. We are 
energetically opposed--they state-- to the formation of a 
Jewish National Home in Palestine, because that is absurd, 
We are opposed to all sectarian propaganda and to all those 
who say that the Jews have no country, since this doctrine 
is contrary to the interests of the Jews themselves." 


The manifesto continues; "If it: were not for this 
absurd idea of the National Jewish Home, we are certain that 
many thousands of Jews could have gone to Palestine from 
Nazi Germany without opposition. 
| "Palestine--it is said+-is the cradle of the Israelites 
as well as of the Christians; the Mohammedans also have 
there the remains of the great Caliph Omar Ibn el Jottar 
« « ehow, then, can we claim an exclusivity of this land 
for the Israelites? . .. The correct procecure would be to 
respect the government of the people of Palestine and that 
this latter, in tum, should respect its citizens equally, 

,n0 matter what their religion, the same as happens in the 
United States, which is our. country and where our religion 
is the Jewish." 


This categorical declaration of a responsible institu- 
tion such as “Hebraic American Unity" should be enough for 
‘the Zionists; nevertheless, before finishing these lines I 
wish to single out certain asseverations of the manifesto and 
refute them one by one: It is said at the outset that "this 
resolution does not pretend to territorial conquest", and 
later it refers to the natives of the country as immigrants, 
go that the Zionists not only wish territorial conquest, 
but also non-recognition of the rights of the inhabitants, 
whom it calls ®immigrants?®, 


When the Jews have been presecuted in:-various countries 
and their rights unrecognized, many university men an& workers 
have formed tribunals amd raised their voices to protest 
against this persecution. Good then, Palestine has its 
inhabitants which belong by confession to different religions, 
namely: Jews, Mohammedans and Christians, They are the 
inhabitants, wherefore any attempt €o dislodge the Mohamme- 
dans and Christians would be the equivalent of taking away 
their inherent rights. If what was done with the Jews in 
Several European countries was qualified by the Zionists as 
barbarism, then what should we call the Same thing when the 
Jews wish to do it to others? Palestine is the Mecca of 
the Christians because Jesus was born there. Theres would be 
Certain right in their claiming this land because their 


credo. 


& 
credo rose from there, and yet they do not claim it. Well 
and good. Since the Zionists say in their manifesto that | 
"they wish the establishment of a Jewish homeland based on 
the rights of peoples without conquest nor spilling of 
blood, et cetera" why, then, do they not lay claim'to the 
homeland of Abraham, the father of all the Jews? of course, 
Abraham wis a native of Ur of .the Chaldees, near the 
Persian Gulf ; later he moved to Aram in Caanan, near Armenia 
(Genesis XI- 28-31). Why do they not try to establish their 
country there as this would be most PALUREE? logical and 
reasonable? 


The Lebanon, which protested oppertunely against the 
Jewish National Home in Palestine in 1942, when more than 
400 Jews were not permitted to disembark from a ship--~ 
that Lebanon made a noble and generous gesture and called 
them together, giving them houses and lands‘and friendship. 
Let the Zionists consider that exemplary attitude and do 
likewise. Without going any further than this hospitable 
and most noble Argentina, we can see here many honorable 
Jews who live happily and respected by all in comfort, 
possessing, moreover, a homeland. In that, too, the 
Zionists might find a salutary example. They would not 
be lacking in a homeland either. 


I wish to say something more: In these moments of 
sorrow so critical for humanity, the Zionists should not 
be. making their claims, now with Churchill, again with 
Roosevelt,--the holding of congresses, the publishing of 
manifestos, et cetera. They should consider the trouble 
of the world and cease complaining and interrupting the | 
task of men who hold the enormous responsibility of their 
positions and their historical influence over the life 
and death of many people. The Zionists should wait until 
the times and circumstances offer the solution for their 
problems aad aspirations. 
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is Gmeliness. In conjunction with other and 


again 


Number N-102 —_—e_e_) 16 November 1944 


(jue CALL FOR AN ARAS@-AMERICAN CONFERLNCE 
i 
\\ 


‘|e A GENERAL conference of Arab-Americans has been called to meet in 
2 ‘New York 25-26 November. A circular letter, dated 1 November and 
sent out over the signatures of Professor Philty. .. Hitti of 
Princeton, Ali Mahadeen president of the Young Menis Moslem 
i. ssociation, E. J. Audi, formerly secretary of the (disbanded ) 
Arab National League, Bese Bateh and Kaid Barakat of New. York, 


en ORNS On 


and Faris S. Malouf, a lawyer of Boston, has specified the 
So) eo 
following as subjects for discussion: 


Ways and means to cement American relations with 
the Arab East. 


Consideration of the problems, including Zionism, 
now facing the Arab-speaking Cees 

¥. AIG 
Establishment in this country of e,Bureau of 
) mation with the object of promoting t 
welfare and interests of Arabs and Arab-Amer icans 
and making them better and more favorably known 
in Canada and the United States, 


4. Any other pertinent matter that may be brought 
up at the conforence, 
; Sr A 
The meeting was announced by Meraat-ul-Gharb 30 October, and met 


. ‘i Sidit 
with the cordial editorial approval of As-Sayeh 2 November. 


TEE GneE EOD 


SONPIDENTIAL Hey. Ina. BA-2d lan2r 


Rumber N-102 - 2 2 16 November 1944 


While ths principal purpose of the conference is probably 


to rally the Arab-American community to the defonse of Palestine 
against Zionist propaganda, the sponsors are men of high 
standing in the commnity who desire to establish closer bonds 
between the United States and the Arab world. They have there- 
fore laid particular emphasis on the Information Bureau. 

A similar movement, but with a narrower aim, was recently 


com tO 


started in Boston as the "American Council tor the Defense 
of Arab Palestine." Since its noving spirit was Faris S. Malcuf, 
one of the sponsors of the coming conference, no hostility shculd 
be looked for from that direction. But an Arab American tee told 
this Branch that opposition to the new movement is developing 

in Flint, Michizan, where Najib abu Samra has organized an 


ener ermenmmonnanerre sc cccenencnteniaertee tt 


"Arab Institute of America for Arab Affairs." | 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


NEWS WOTES 


The following custent news is circulated at once by reason of its timeliness. In conjimction with other and 
later intelligence the material may be used again in the longer-range studies of this Branch. 


{Press ttem (} Accom of Oral interview Contidential Report 


‘Number N-130 ' 18 December 1944 


FOLLOWING a report released in Washington by the OWI that the 
Goverment of Lebanon had asked the Lebanese and their friends in 
America to celebrate Lebanon's independence day on 22 Novenber, 
the Lebanon Leagus of Progress of New York arranged a banquet for 
that date at the St. George Hotel, Brooklyn. Invitations were 
sent out to leaders of the Arab-American community as well as te 
the Lebanese. delegates who had recently arrived in this country 
for the Aviation Conference in Chicago and the Business Conference 
at Rye, New Yorl. 

No complete account of what transpired at the banquet is 
available. One of the guests, however, has informed this Branch 
that the British Consul General in New York spoke in Arable, 
expressing his wishes for the success of the Lebanese in their 
independence, which has been recognized by Great Britain. The 
French, Consul General also is reported to have made a speech in 
French and iinglish, emphasizing his desire that Franco-Lebanese 
friendship should continue. The French Consul General, it is 


GONFIDENTIAL 


12 December 1944 


said, made no mention whatever of Lebanese independence, which 
was tho raison dtotre of the eslebraticn, This onission was 


noted and interpreted as an indication of Freneh intentions 


toward Lebanon, 


COVFIDENTIALS 


FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


WITH | | His Conversation 
De ' f With Mr. Chamoun, : 
f Lebanese Delegate aa 
Kr , | to the Civil Aviation | 
FOR F.N.8. Bjarne Braatoy anaes mueel Conference, Chicago §f 


pate 22 December 1944 INITIATIVE Major Aiken [J] sy TererHone 


pLace Iunch - Washington, D. C. [x] Face To Face 


SUMMARY = 

1. Major Aiken is now in the office of the Chief of Liaison 
in the Office of War Information, Washington, D. C. He is an™ 
historian by training, and was a professor at Lehigh University 
“when the war broke out. I made his acquaintance in 1942 when he 
was on the Washington Intelligence Panel of the Overseas Branch of 
the OWI, specializing on the Middle Bast. He remained in this po- 
sition until he returned from a three months' tour of the Middle 
East early this year. 

2. Mr. Chamoun, he said, was an intelligent Arab of the 
Greek Orthodox faith, forty-seven years of age, Minister-Designate 
of Lebanon to London, polite in his terminology, but outspoken about 
his impressions at the Conference and of American and United Nations 
policies in general. | 

Mr. Chamoun had met a number of Senators and Congressmen and 
felt that very little could be hoped of American democracy if the 
gentiemen he had met were true exponents of the capacity and under- 


standing of the American people. 


. The effects of the Stettinius statement on European affairs 
on 6 December were disastrous in the view of Mr. Chamoun. The 
peoples in his part of the world inferred nothing more was to be 
hoped from the United States; ultimately they would be forced to 
make their arrangoments with the Soviet Union. He had discussed 


in detail the pressure that was being exercised upon Lebanon by 


the French with the apparent connivance of the British which was 


not acceptable to the Lebanese, unless in the series of bilateral 
pacts of which the pact with France would be first, a corresponding 
- pact could be concluded with the United States. 

Mr. Chamoun was cmpletely Geesiuistic about the outicok for 
the smaller nations, even in his obligatory references to the 
Atlantic Charter. 

Note: The views expressed by Mr. Chamoun correspond to the 
views reported in our press readings from the Arabic-language press. 
Our reader, Mr. Faris, refers to the delegates from the Middle 
East to the Civil Aviation Conference in Chicago and to the Business- 
men's Conference at Rye as sources for these views. In the cir- 
cumstances & News Note compiling these views would seem to be 


indicated. 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 
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ee GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES 
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SHCTOR OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


Number 8-297 2 January (945 


ARAB--AMERICANS 
DISTURBED BY AMERICAN “ISOLATION ISM™ 


A marked pessimism with respect to the fortunes 
of the Near East has been expressed in the Arab- 
American cemmunity lately. Arab ideals of na- 
tional independence, ft ts felt, will be ignored 
by Allied Powers seeking their own political 
aggrancizement. One Lebanese official reports 
that Arab faith in the United States was shaken 
by the Stettinius hands-off statement, and 
prophesies that the Arab states wil! be forced 
ultimately to make an accommodation with the USSR. 


SOME forty delegates and advisers from Egypt, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon, 
attending the International Civi) Aviation Conference at Chicago and the 
International Businessmen’s Conference at Rye, New York, took advantage 
of the opportunity to make contacts with Arab-Americans. At receptions 
in different cities and in private conversation, the Arab visitors gave 
outspoken voice to their fears that the interests of the smal! states 

of the Near East would be sacrificed to the interests of the Great . 


Powers -- a prediction already common in the Arab-American press. 


One of the outstanding vis: tors was Kam | 
Lebanese Offtciar Foresees 


Chamoun, former Minister of Internal Affairs, 
Accommodation with Russia 


now Minister-designate of Lebanon to Great 


Britain and a spectai envoy to the Civil Aviation Conference. Ina taik 


CONFEDENTEAL 
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with a friend of this Branch Mr. Chamoun was pessimistic about the outlook 
for the smal? nations. The effect of Secretary Stettinius’ statement on 
European affairs 6 December, he said, would be serious. The peoples of the 
' Near East had inferred that nothing more was to be hoped for from the United 
States: ultimately they would be forced to make their arrangements with 

the Soviet Union. Mr. Chamoun referred to the pressure being exercised 
upon Lebanon by the French, with the apparent assent of the British; a 
bilateral pact as desired by the French, he said, was not acceptable to the 


Lebanese unless it should be only the first in a series of such pacts and 


a corresponding agreement should be concluded with the United States. 


Mr. Chamoun, an Arab-American told this Branch, has had 


Effect upon 
hegaiaan considerable effect in “enlightening” his compatriots in 


the Community 
this country. Such enlightenment was greatly needed, he 


asserted, for the Arab~American community was still accustomed to think in 
terms of a generation or two ago. It had had no idea of the radical social 

and political changes that had recently been taking place in the Near East, 
the breaking down of sectional ism, and the gradual disappearance of religious 
and sectarian differences. Living in the United States, where they had been 
caught up in idealistic conceptions of the rights of small nations to sel f- 
determination and freedom as presented in the Atlantic Charter, many Arab- 
Americans had held out for the sovereign independence of their lands of origin. 
It was true, he conceded, that all Arab-Americans regarded "aggressive 
Zionism” as a common danger against which they were ready to unite; but in 
other respects, many had thought, each Arab state might go its own separate way. 
To those holding such views the more reai istic atti tude of the visiting dele- 


gates came as a cold shower, the Arab-American spokesman declared. 
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Current press itens revea) that Arab-Americans, 


Separatist al-Hoda ; 
Hodiftes. its. Stend anxtous over Signs of strife among the Great Powers. 


fear that the fot of the Arab states may be no 
happier than that of Greece, italy, or Poland. Even oi-fosa, jong a 


champion of Lebanese separatism, has now softened its tone. Jn reporting 
(45 December) a cable from the Lebanese community in Rio de Janeiro 
announcing that the Lebanese of Brazil were in full agreement with their 
New York compatriots in opposing Arab federation, the paper did not, as 
customarily, stress the separatist theme. 

in an earlier issue (1 December) al-Zoda spoke of the Near East. as 
a stage set for a very serious drama on which the curtain had just 97+ up. 
Prior to the defeat of Italy and the isclation of Germany, the paper ob- 
served, events had been chiefly military. Now that Germany's grip on 
some countries had been broken the political aspects of international re- 
Yations had come to the fore. In the ensuing political struggle the two 
main contenders for power were Great Britain and the Soviet Union. Moscow 
had already intervened in }r%, Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and else- 
where. Great Britain, aiarmed by the raptd spread of Russian infiuence, 
had hastened to intervene in Italy and Greece. in the face of this struggie 
for power the United States not only kept aloof but ventured to criticize 
the British policy of intervention. Experts, al-Hedo continued, saw the 
contest as one between capitalism and communism. 


This struggle was not confined to Furope, but had 
Kea, éast States | 


1 spread to the Near East; and the recall from 
Caileé "Powns”: already Opie 


Syria and Lebanon of the "British High Commissioner to 


the Near East,” General Sir Edward Spears =~ at the specific request of 
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Genera) de Gaulle, it was said -~ should be interpreted jn this light. 
Altogether the situation was disconcerting, the paper concluded; the small 


srotee ofthe Near East seemed like mere pawns in the game of power politics. 


As~Saneer (11 December), as-Sayeh (14 December), and_ al-Isloch (45 De- 
cember}, laid the blame for the recent trouble in Italy and civil war in 
Greece squarely on Great Britain. Along with al-Hoda (9 December) and 
others, these papers expressed fear that the disunity now apparent among 
the principal United Nations might sow the seeds of a third world war. Al? 
voiced a fervent hope that the great leaders might be guided somehow to 


remedy the situation before it was too late. 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


cS 1088 ENG | 
“Rev. K. A. Bishara § JAN 22 1945 
aaa 


SUB ECT 


Arab Affairs 


R. V. Lindabury 
Jan. 17, 1945 INITIATIVE . | 8Y TELEPHONE 


EEEGE 201 Clinton Street, Brooklyn [x] FACE TO FACE 


SUMMARY 


(A word of warning should be prefixed to any account 
of the sayings of Dr. Bishara. The zeal of his Presbyte- 
riarnism is such that he is often astonishingly intemperate 
in his attacks on certain other faiths, notably the Catholic 
and the Moslem. In these attacks reason seems to play a 
negligible part, and his credibility suffers correspondingly. 
It is unnecessary to infer, however, that the man is insin- 
cere. He showed me a furious letter which he contributed 
recently to the Protestant Voice, complaining about the dip- 
lomatic standing of Myron Taylor at Rome; undoubtedly it 
expressed his firmest convictions. The problem of world 
peace can be solved easily, he told me, but in only one 
ways by making the wholoeworld Christian. To Dr. Bishara, 
as once to Oliver Cromwell, Christian means something 
very close to Presbyterian, or at widest, Protestant.) 


Dr. Bishara told me that he felt it his duty to 
inform the United States Government of certain suspicions 
that he had recently formed. Since the persons involved 
are all friends or acquaintances of his, and have no idea 
that he is in contact with government representatives, he 
urged strictest secrecy in the handling of his material. 
His suspicions cluster, for the most part, around the new 
magazine, The Arab World, and the Orthodox Brooklyn news-~ 
paper, As-Sameer, though they do not exclude the Moslem 


paper, Al-Bayan. 


The Arab World, said Dr. Bishara, edited by Dr. 
George Kheirallah of Brooklyn and published at 1182 Broadway, 
New York, is operated indirectly by Germans. He reminded 
me that the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem is still in Berlin, 
along with Prince Shekeeb Arslan, a particularly pernicious 
Druse convert to Mohammedanism. What could be more likely 
than that these two, who have been engaged in broadcasting 
to Arabs over the German radio (previously over the Bari 
radio) should have representatives at work in this country? 
Such representatives might well be raising an anti-Jewish 
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issue on the pretext of opposing Zionism, whereas their true 
purpose would be to instil anti-Christian and anti-American 
ideas into the consciousness of Arab~Americans. This 
purpose Dr. Bishara finds exhibited in The 4rab World, 

and concludes that the paper is in German hands. 


Dr, Bishara proceeded with an account of George 
Kheirallah's father, Ibrahim, whom he characterized suc- 
cinctly as "the Archdevil of Christianity". He was born 
in Lebanon and brought up as a Christian, graduating from 
the American university at Beirut. In the course of a 
wicked, profligate life, illumined at one time by simul- 
taneous possession of nine wives, he came to the United 
States and became successively Mohammedan and Bahaist. 
Apprehended as a moomshiner on one occasion, he received 
a six-month jail sentence, which he may or may not have 
served. Upon his return to Beirut about ten years ago, 
his niece told Dr. Bishara with apparent satisfaction 
that the divine displeasure overtook him. The hot water 
in which he was bathing became miraculously scalding as 
his steamer approached port, and he died before he could 
spread the contagion of his ideas through the Near East. 


George Kheirallah, the inheritor of this renown, 
also has a confused religious record. Educated as a 
Christian, like his father, he now calls himseif a Moham- 
medan, and in fact named his first son "Ali", Dr. Bisrara 
is sure that he is penniless, and regards with grave sus- 
picion the absence of any name other than Kheirallah's 
on the masthead of The Arab Worid, for the magazine is 
expensively printed and must have important financial 
backing. Dr. Bishara called attention at this point to 
the close intimacy between Kheirallah and the sons of 
Ibn Saud, "the polygamist and murderer", on the occasion 
of their visit to America. Kheirallah even acted as 
toastmaster at the great banquet in their honor. 


Clearly, said Dr. Bishara, The Arab World should 
be stopped. It is first and foremost for the Mohammedan 
cause, which is to say the suppression of Christianity. 
In view of Mohammedanism's historic use of the sword 
to put down its enemies, it is obvious that it finds 
Hitler's methods congenial and can use Hitler for its 
own purposes. It is our duty to defend Christianity 
before it is too late. 


The case against As-Sameer is not so damning, 
in Dr. Bishara's mind. He suggested that Editor Elia 
Madey, "an old friend", be considered "under suspicion" 
only. The grounds for suspicion lie in his present traffic 
with the Mohammedans, but this is to be ascribed, according 
to Dr. Bishara, to Madey's inordinate love of money.Another 


23% SECRET 


person who should be watched, said Dr. Bishara, is Habib _ 

Ibrahim Katibah, editor of the English page of As-Sameer. — 
~Katibah Game to the United States to purue graduate studies 

after a preliminary Christian education abroad. In an 

evil hour he chose Harvard, "the hotbed of atheism in 

America", as the seat of his labors, received an M.A. degree, 

and is now lost to Christianity. 


fhe immediate occasion of Dr. Bishara's misgivings 
about As-Sameer was a confidential conversation that he had 
had with a young parishioner of his who had worked for the 
paper. This young man, who remained nameless, had been 
deeply disturbed by a conference that had recently taken 
place in Madey's editorial office. He told Dr. Bishara 
thet in the course of the conference, attended by Madey and 
Katibah among others, he became convinced that there was 
a German influence at work there, and that he could no 
longer conscientiously associate himself with the paper. 
His expression was that he could see "a German finger". 


(I questioned Dr. Bishara closely about this charge, 
but could elicit no definite statements that would substan- 
tiate it. It is possible that the young man had no definite 
evidence to offer. Dr. Bishara undoubtedly regarded his 
testimony with respect, and seemed to believe that the 
present editorial policy of the paper bore it out, if any 
proof was needed. Inasmuch as Dr. Bishara's patriotism 
and sincerity are beyond question, and the concern of his 
informant appears to have impressive dimensions, I suggest 
that a vigilant attitude toward As-Sameer would not be out 
of place. Dr. Bishara's tendency to identify all Mohan- 
medans with the powers of darkness, however, rather dimi- 
nishes the force of his arguments. - RVL) 


Moving away from the circle of suspicious charac- 
ters, Dr. Bishara next had a good deal to say about Editor 
Mokarzel and Dr. Hitti. Mokarzel, he observed, was at least 
7000 % American on his own showing, but actually his alle- 
giances should be listed in the following order: 1) France; 
2) De Gaulle (as against Vichy); and 3) the money he was 
receiving from "the French". When I asked for proof of 
the alleged financial connection, he admitted that he had 
none; but he insisted that none was needed since the fact 
was common knowledge. Mokarzel and his brother before him 
had been taking French pay for the last twenty-five years, 
or in other words, for the duration of the French mandate. 
Tue Mokarzels’? espousal of the French cause had provoked 
Dr. Bishara to fight them from the pulpit; he had even 
challenged Saloum to a public debate on the question of 
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whether French domination was the best possible order for 
the Lebanon. The chailenge was declined. 


Dr. Hitti, according to Dr. Bishara, is best 
described as.a fox. Born a Maronite, educated by British 
and American teachers, he graduated from the University of 
Beirut, but who knows now whether he is to be called a 
Catholic or a ho) beige Dr. Bishara believes that Hitti 
was responsiblé’his call to America, and feels a measure 
of gratitude on that account, but he regards it as astonish- 
ing that in the twenty-five years of his pastorate he has 
seen Hitti attending services no more than twice. When 
I remarked on the reputation that Hitti enjoys in America 
as a scholar, Dr. Hkkx Bishara scoffed at the public igno- 
rance. Hitti, he said, had hoped to be appointed to a 
professorship at Beirut, but was told that @ professor 
must command considerably more learning than he had yet 
acquired. An instructorship was the appropriate post, 
but Hitti had other schemes in view. Having secured 
employment as a solicitor of funds for the University of 
Beirut, he travelled all over the world, noting carefully 
the sources from which the largest yields were derived. 
When he had looked the whole field over, he settled himself 
in Princeton. The man is, in brief, without principles. 
"He would sell his grandmother for a dollar", Dr. Bishara 
added, by way of amplification. 


Dr. Bishara's particular objections to Dr. Hitti's 
scholarship may be well or ill founded, but they are beyond 
the competence of this reporter to judge. He especially 
condemned Hitti's alleged assertions that the original 
inhabitants of the Syrian littoral were Phoenicians, and 
that the Great Schism of the Churches in the Eleventh 
Century was a separation of East from West rather than 
the converse. Both assertions were made, Dr. Bishara 
said, to please Al-—Hoda; the interpretetion of the Schism, 
for example, obviously catered to Catholic prejudices. 

In the Hitti-Binstein press debate he thought that Einstein 
had had far the better of the argument. In general, said 
Dr. Bishara, Hitti espouses the Arab cause against all 
Christians except the Pope, simply because such a course 
will bring him popularity and influence. When I asked ; 
what Dr. Bishara thought of the other Arab authorities at 
Princeton, he mentioned only Faris, calling him a sound 
scholar and a modest man, lacking due recognition because 
Hitti appropriated all the available glory. 


Dr. Bishara had a rather interesting point of 
view on the Zionist question, He gave it as his opinion 
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that 85% of the Jews were not Zionists, and that most of 
the remainder werdMongolians, chiefly from territories 
annexed by the Russian Empire. He professed to see an 
enormous difference between these Mongolians and "the 
children of Abraham" from the Mediterranean Basin, with 
whom he evidently feels a strong affinity. Disturbed by 
Al-Bayan's attacks on the Jews, he advised the editor 
“to gubstirtute the word Zionist for Jew throughout his 
diatribes. Eventually he hopes that the Zionist agita- 
tion will die of inanition, provided the Arabs do not 
feed it with violence. He considers himself in some 
depree responsible for the visit of the Arab delegation 
to Washington, for he had urged Arab sympathizers to 
stop writing inflammatory prose, and to present their 
case to the proper authorities instead, if they felt that 
they had something to say. 


Dr. Bisgara is now engaged in promoting the 
candidacy of Elias Trabulse for the post of Lebanese 
Minister to the United States. Trabulse is pastor of 
a Presbyterian church at Beirut, and a graduate of the 
University of Beirut. Dr. Bishara has tried to bring him 
to public attention through the medium of the Arab-American 
press. Thus far Ai-Hoda, Al-Akhlak, and Al-—Islah have 
been cooperative, but As-Sameer has ignored Dr. Bishara's 
communications. 
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PROFESSOR DEWITT C, POOLE 
Orrice of STRATEGIC SERVICES 
310 SixTH STREET, NoWo 
WASHINGTON, 9.C. 
DEAR PROFESSOR POOLE? 
HEREWITH TWO ADDITIONAL SHORT MEMORANDA ON THE FOREIGN 


LANGUAGE GROUPS iN LATIN AMERICA. 
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ARAB POLITICAL PARTIES IN SOUTH AMERICA 

THE SYRIAN NATIONAL PARTY FOUNDED BY AZ@ZAAEEM ANTON SAADL, THE SO@ 
CALLED SYRIAN FUEHRER, [IT PUBLESHES AZ@ZAWBAAA (THE TEMPEST) A WEEKLY, EDETED 
BY THE LEADER ANO Hts QEEUTENANT, JEERAN MASSOUH, THE BUREAU 1S NOW IN BUENOS 
AIRES, ARGENTINA, ORIGINALLY FROM BRAZIL, THE LEADER ORGANIZED IN LEGANON, 
SUR#A, AND SENT LIEUTENANTS YO ALL OTHER COUNTRIES. HE FLED FROM SYRIA ON 
1938, WAS GUEST OF HITLER IN BERLIN FOR OVER A MONTH, WENT BACK To BRAZIVAND 
LATER HAD TO FLEE TO ARGENTINA, 

AL ISTIQLAL (THE INDEPENDENCE) wiTH A PAPER OF THE SAME NAME EN 
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA, §S A MOSL¥M ORUZ PARTY LED BY EMER A. ARSLAN, GROTHER 
OF SH. ARSLAN THE ARAB SPEAKER OF THE LATE ARAG PROGRAM IN BAR DURING 
MUSSOLINI¢S TIME, 

ASH@SHABIBA@LeISLAMIYA (THE MoSLEm YouTH, A RELIG IOUS=POL IT sCOs 
AMONG THE LEADERS IS THE EDITOR@PUBLISHER OF THE ARAB LA BANDERA*ARABE, A PRO@ 


AXIS SEMI-WEEKLY IN CHILE, 


AL=ISLAAH PUBLISHED AND EDITED BY ELevAMAL WITH AN Aras ISLAMIC 


LEAGUE, PRO#AX!S BEFORE U.S. ENTERED THE WAR, AND STEéLL AGAINST ENGLAND AND 


RUSSEA, 

THE LEAGUE FOR THE DEFENSE oF PALESTINE © A COMMITTEE EXISTING iN 
EVERY CAPETAL OF THE LATIN REPUBLICS, THE LEAGUE. 1S A FORMATEON OF THE LATE 
SOUTH AMERICAN ARAB FEDERATION, WHICH MAY STILL EXIST AND WHO HAD HELD A CONO 
FERENCE IN ARGENTINA LAST YEAR TO PROTEST AGAI INST THE IMMIGRATION OF JEWS TO 
PALEST 8NE, 

IN 1938 THE FEDERATION SENT OR, MIGUEL DE COSMA TO THE NEAR EAST TO 
PROPOSE AN ALL@ARAS FEDERATION FOR INDEPENDENCE SUPPORTED BY ALL THE ARAG 


FEDERATION LEAGUES IN NORTH AND SouTH AMERICA, 


Buenos Aires uJANUARY 1945 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE GROUPS IN ARGENTINA 


THE SYRO#LEBANESEs APPROXIWATELY HALF A MILLION SYRO@LEBANESE 
LIVE IN ARGENTINA (ONLY 50,000 In BUENOS ASRES) SPREAD ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. 
ABOUT HALF OF THESE, OR THE OLDER GENERATION, ARE THE REAL (MMIGRANTS WHO 
CAME TO ARGENTINA MOSTLY TOWARDS THE END OF THE LAST CENTURY, THEY HAVE CoNe 
SERVED ALL THEIR NATIONAL TRADITIONS, WHILE THEER SONS ARE GREATLY ASSIMILATED, 
MOST SYRO@=LESANESE ARE MERCHANTS, SOME ARE INDUSTRIAL WORKERS AND SOME (Ne 
TELLECTUALS, APART FROM A STRONGLY NATIONALISTIC GROUP OF ANTI@ALLIED TENDENOY, 
- THERE 00 NOT EXSST WELL DEFINED POLETICAL GROUPS AMONG THIS COMMUNITY, WHICH IS 
MAINLY INTERESTED IN THE QUESTIONS RLEATING TO THEIR OWN NATIONAL LIFE, 

THIS COMMUNETY HAS ELEVEN PUBLICAGBONS, THE MOST SMPORTANT ONES ARE? 
ASSALAM (TRIeWEEKLY) FOUNDED 43 YEARS AGO = CIRCULATION 3,000; PRO@ALLIED, 
EL DIARIO SIRIO#LIBANES (DAILY) FOUNDED 15 YEARS AGO & CURCULAT EON 5,000, 


UNION LIGANESA (WEEKLY) CIRCULATION, 2,000; PROMALLIED, 


BANDERA ARABE (ARAB FLAG), AND NATUR ISLAM ARE THE PUBLICATEONS OF THE 
NATECNALESTS. EACH HAS A CIRCULATION OF ABOUT 1,500, 


THERE EXISTS A GREAT NUMBER OF SIREO@LEBANESE CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


THIS COMMUNITY IS AN EMPORTANT AND GENERALLY RESPECTED cGRouP, SOME 


OF ITS MEMBERS HAVE MADE BIG FORTUNES, 


6) My. te. te . 
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SUMMARY 


Nabih Amin Faris has accepted an appointment under the 


State Department and is about to leave for Lebanon. Before depart- 


| Farhet 
‘ing he wished to introduce Mr., Ziyadeh who is to take over the 


reading of the Arabie-language papers on the first of February. 

‘Zigadeh is a young man, born in Jerusalem, educated in 
“the Quaker school at Ramalah, the American University at Beirut, and 
in England. He handles English easily with only a slight foreign 
accent. He came to this country some years ago and has recently been 
teaching in the School of Arabie and Islamic Studies at Princeton, 
where his appointment will come to an end the first of March. He 
plans eventually to return to Palestine. 

Ziyadeh seemed to us intelligent, alert, and understand- 
ing, and we have high hopes that he will be a success. We explained 
to him that our particular interest lay in political news and com- 
ments. He said he would try to send us summaries eaeh Monday or 
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Tuesday covering the Arabic press of the preceding week. We asked 


him to inelude brief quotations in literal translation whenever 
they seemed to be warranted. Mr. Faris will instruct Ziyadeh in 
his system of making reports. | 

Ziyadeh offered to provide soon a brief appraisal of the 
editorial policies of the different Arabic-language papers in this 
country. Both he and Mr. Feris agreed to send us xies some further 
material on the Arab Bureau of tatormation which was being set up 
in this country. The local organizers have encoutered some 
diffieulties especially in raising the funds that were deemed 
necessary. Some of the trouble was caused by the announcement of 
the Arab States that they proposed to set up an official bureau of 
information in the United States with substantial funds at its 
disposal. This report made Arab-Americans somewhat loath to give 
their own money for an Arab-American bureau which might not be 


needed in competition with the official bureau. 


Mr. Lindabury 
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Number N-225 


T 
PROJECTED : HOSQUE IN WASHINGTON 


THE Arab-American community has recently shown tendency to submerge 
differences, at least when confronting great issues like Zionism 
and PaneArab Federation. A new development which may not be devoid 
of political implication is the formation of "the Beeline ton Mosque 
| Foundation, ‘Inc. 5" which aims to sponsor the building of a “yeally 


Splendid mosque" in the capital. An advertisement appealing for 


contributions was published in the Arabic~-language newspapers over 


the signatures of the Egyptian Ambassador and the Ministers of 


Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan. 


Sih 


Ai -Bayan of Washington (27 February) said it had often advocated 


In an editorial endorsing the undertaking, the Druse-Moslem 


the erection of @ mosque in Washington, and not merely for reli-~ 

gious purposes. The Moslem community of this country was a self-- 

respecting community. Such an institution would be a medium of | 

understanding among the Eastern peoples here and ould express to 

others the glory of Eastern civilization. ee 2 
The Christian Maronite (Catholic~affiliated) Al-Hoda of New 

4 ——————— 
York gave enthusiastic support to the project. There was already 


a Moslem mosque in Detroit, the paper said 1 March, but it was of 


local character like any small community church. The building 


of a fine mosque in Washington would convey in a semt-official 
way something of the spirit of the East to the West. 


.). 
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SUMMARY 


Mr. Chaurize is an American citizen, of an extraction which 
he finds difficult to define by a single word. He would call himself 

an Arab, were that name not usually restricted to Mohammedans. As a 
Christian from the Mesopotamian region, he might be called an Assyrian, 
if that name were not usually reserved for Nestorians and Jacobites. 
Actually he is a Roman Vatholic priest, by his own account, and a member 
of the Chaldean Church. The Chaldean Church, composed originally of 
Nestorians of Cyprus: who renounced the doctrines of Nestorius and ack- 
knowledged the supremacy of the Roman Pontiff, received.ifs: name from 
Pope Eugenius IV, in 1445 at the Council of Floresgey “\Mhvés fairly 
large communities of these Chaldeans now exisé Wik th ted States: 

in Chicago, San Francisco, and Jacksonyi#le, Bids The present head 
of the Chaldean Church in Iraq, .who agarded as supreme head of the 
Chaldean Church in Ee ee gh Ry “HOLiness (literally His Beatitude) 
Emmanuel Joseph II. Thomas, $ arch of Babylon. Emmanuel Joseph II. 
was elected to office in %900, in accordance with Chaldean practice. On 
that occasion, Mr. Chaurize observed with some amusement, the Patriarch 
was designated by the Pope Delegate to the Nestorians, with the obvious 
mission of gaining converts to the Catholic faith in Iraq. 


Mr. Chaurize's experiences with the Chaldean Church of Iraq 
seem to have been somewhat unfortunate. According to his story, he 
returned to Iraq to assume pastoral duties after spending some twenty 
years of his life in France. While in Western Europe he had imbibed 
democratic ideas which made many of the ceremonious, authoritarian 
observances of the East repugnant to him, and one gathers that he became 
persona non grata to the Hierarchy at Bagdad. In 1931 he was sent with 
the title of Patriarchal Curate on a mission to the Assyrian settlements 
in the Valley of the Khabour (in Eastern Syria). Ostensibly he was to 
report back to the Patriarch upon the religious state of the Assyrians, a 
but he believes that the purpose of the Patriarch was to get him out of ra 
Iraq. The Khabour settlements were subject at this time to the authority § 
of Alphonse Chaurize's cousin, Monsignor Philippe Chaurize, who had been o 
entrusted with the task of conducting his charges from Iraq and establish- & 
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ing them in their Syrian home. The choice of a Roman Catholic to 

guide the Nestorian Assyrians into this new Promised Land had met 

with little enthusiasm from Mar Shimun, head of the Nestorian Church, 
Mr. Chaurize observed, but after all he had strong French backing, 

he was aceeptable to British, Iraqi, and of course Vatican.. authorities, 
and he could deliver to the Assyrians the haven that they desired. 

_ With his gevsin's assistance Alphonse Chaurize secured the information 
for a comprehensive report, returned to Bagdad in 1932 - and was refused 
an audience with the Patriarch. His own explanation of this curious 
sequence is that the Iragi Government, recognizing his potential value 
to the State, saw through the schemes of the Patriarch and demanded 

his recall from Syria. Be that as it may, he was thenceforth unable 

to secure a pastorate in Iraq, but accepted an appointment as professor 
of French and International Law at the University of Bagdad. Faced 
with the hostility of the Patriarch on the one hand, however, and under 
the constant dread of anti-Christian demonstrations from the Arabs on 
the other, he lived in hourly readiness for flight, and finally came 

to the United States upon a rapid decision in 1937. 


The extraordinary volubility of Mr. Chavrize made it dif- 
ficult to guide his d’scourse into coherent sequences. By direct 
questioning I succeeded in securing the following disconnected scraps 
of information: 


1.} The majority of Assyrians in 4merica came over after 
1918, but a very sonsiderable number had arrived during the twenty or 
thirty preceding years. The prime motive for the earlier emigration 
was always religious persecution at the hands of or with the con- 
nivance of the Turks. It had been observed by the Turkish nationalists 
that the Assyrians, the Kurds, and the Yezidi were three germs endanger- 
ing the health of the body politic, and they had been only too prone 
to encourage internecine warfare between the three groups. After 1918 
the chie:, danger threatening Assyrians came of course from the Moham— 
medans cf Iraq. 


2.) The Assyrian associations in the United States may be 
regarded as nationawide organizations. Local societies, in other words, 
share common purposes with those of identical name in other comnunities. 
Although this broad network might seem to suggest potential political 
strength in the Assyrian community, actually the existing clefts make 
any general cooperation unlikely, if not impossible. thus, Mr. Chaurize 
spoke with warmth of the refusal of Nestorians and Jacobites to salute 
each other on the street, and the inability of Chaldeans to maintain 
friendly relations with either. In fact, the only group that possesses 
the slightest political importance is the Nestoriah. It is the Nestorian 


who want redress S oF grievances, and for leadership they will look to 
eect fun. Inasmuch as neither Jacobites nor Chaldeans are 


er Mar Shimun their leader, no concerted movement 


ae pose : s1de 
_. seems at all Likely. One particular incident, according to Mr. Chaurize, 


proved fatal to Nestorian Chald@an relations: when the British were 
holding Mar Shimun virtually a prisoner at Bagdad in 1933, Nestorians 
pleaded in vain with the Patriarch of the Chaldean Church to intercede 
with the British on their behalf. When the massacre on the Tigris fol- 
lowed, the Nestorians considered the Chaldeans traitors to the Assyrian 
cause, and have never forgiven them. 


3.) Recent distribution of Nestorians, Jacobites, and 
Chaldeans in the Near East has been as follows: until World War I. ae 
the Nestorians chiefly inhabited the mountainous country at the junction (aay 
of what is now Irag, Turkey, and Iran; the Jacobites had formed large 
settlements toward the West, principally in Syria; the Chaldeans had 
for the most part remained in the lower basin of the Tigris and Euphrates im 


4.) The Patriarch of the Jacobite Church, like the Patriarch 
of the Chaldean, holds an elective office; the Patriarchate of the 
Nestorians, on the other hand, is an hereditory office. The Jacobite 
Patriarch, Mar Ephrem Barsum, has his present residence at Homs, in 
Syria. After presenting the case of the Assyrians at the Peace Con- 
ference at Paris in 1920, while he still held the rank of bishop, he 
appears to have lost interest in the Assyrian cause and to have become 
as much of a Syrian as the Syrians, according to Mr. Chaurize. Some 
ten years ago he paid a brief visit to the United States. 


5.). The Patriarch of the Nestorians, Mar Shimun XXIII, has 
been in the United States for about 4 year. What his post-war plans 
of residence may be Mr. Chaurize did not pretend to know. With some 
hesitation he said that there had been some talk of Canada as a pos~ 
sible homeland for the Assyrians, and it might be that Mar Shimun was 
not unfavorable to the idea. In answer to my surprised query, he said 
that the Canadian climate was not much more rigorous than that of the 
mountains of Kurdistan. 


6.) Another homeland, suggested for the Assyrians by the 
League of Nations in Western Syria, was dismissed as wholly impractical 
by Mr. Chaurize. The Assyrians, he said, had regarded the proposal as 
a scheme to exploit their labor for the purpose of reclaiming un-~ 
productive land, and they felt no assurance that they would later be 
permitted to enjoy the fruits of their toil. (He knew nothing about 
a plan, once under serious consideration, to establish the Assyrians 
on Brazilian territory.- RVL) 


7.) The French mandate over Syria, said Mr. Chaurize, was 
popular with the Assyrians, who saw in France a4 powerful "protectrice? 
against the Mohammedan peril. He added that he considered this a 
mistaken view, for he was inclined to interpret the interest of both 
France and England in the Middle East as wholly venal. . 


8.) Mr. Chaurize was convinced that Russian prestige wa; 
high among the Assyrians, chiefly because the Assyrians are a traditi- 


onally brave and warlike people, able to appreciate bravery and 
military success in others. The Russians, he said, have understood 
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this quality in the Assyrians, and have capitalized on it by permit- 
ting them to fight with the Russian armies, and acknowledging the 
value of their services. Assyrians generally believe, he added, that 
Mershal Timoshenko comes of Assyrian stock. 


9. Great Britain, according to Mr. Chaurize, is blamed 
by the Assyrians for fair words and false promises which have never 
been fulfilled. Perhaps his remarks should be accepted with reserva- 
tions, since he assured me disarmingly that there was no one who could 
hate the British more than he did. However, he was very positive in 
his statement that the Assyrians throughout World War I. were con- 
vinced that they had been promised a British reward for their services 
to the Allied cause, and when the time of reckoning came, they felt 
themselves grievously deluded, (Mr. Chaurize's emotional presentation 
of the grievance could not be reduced to reasonable terms without eae 
presentation of the British side of the argument, and this seemed scarcely Bim 
a proper task for the interviewer to assume.~ RVL cae 


10.) The policy of the Iragi Government, Mr. Chaurize said, 
has been to encourage division among the Assyrians and thus reduce 
their power to menace the State. The Iraqi are uncomfortably aware 
of the fighting quality of Assyrians, and the panic of 1933 was the 
natural expression of their underlying fear. It was in an attempt to 
separate the Chaldeans from the Jacobites and Nestorians that the 
Government of Iraq gave the head of the Chaldean Church a seat in the 
‘National Senate. (I was unable to learn from Mr. Chaurize precisely 
how senators achieve office in Iraq, and should be wary in accepting 
this view of His Holiness's political advancement.- RVL) King Feisal, 
on the other hand, perhaps because he was not an Iraqi himself, was 
inclined to befriend the Assyrians. Mr. Chaurize intimated that Feisal 
had some idea of using the Assyrians to keep the Iraqi in check - as 
a form of"insurancet, in fact. It was a great misfortune for the As- 
syrians that in the crisis of 1933 Feisal was lying ill in Geneva, while 
the reins of government were in the hands of his eldest son, Razzi. 
The order to fire on the Assyrians was issued by Razzi, and was not 
countermanded until the sick King was able to reach Bagdad by plane, too 
late to avert the impending catastrophe. 


) 11.) As an example of the feeling against Assyrians in Iraq 
in the dangerous days of 1933, Mr. Chaurize told a grim story of the 
streets of Mosul. One day he was walking with Yunus Bahri, whom he 
described as a well-known announcer on the Berlin radio in after years. 
At the time they were friends, thoug> of course he added that Bahri's 
later pro-Nazi proclivities had set a gulf between them. Outside a 
grocery store they came upon an Assyrian examining a Bile of melons, 
one of which he was holding in his hand. Without a moment's hesitation 
Yunus Bahri struck him dead. When Chaurize remonstrated, Bahri merely 
said: "I thought it was a bomb", an’ explanation s0 ridiculous that it 
seemed to Chaurize to add insult to the murder. The streets were 
crowded, countless passers-by witnessed what had happened, but there 
was no indication that any one was displeased. 
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Comment: It is extremely difficult to evaluate the state- 
ments of this vivacious and highly intelligent man. The engrafting 
of Gallic wit and temperament upon what I take to be Arab shrewed- 
ness has produced an astonishing, rather fascinating article. If 
he had not been brought to our notice by the reliable Nabih Faris, 

I should have been inclined to distrust his accuracy and to scruti- 
nize his prejudices closely. He appears to be in his late fifties. 
le lives in comfortable, but most unpretentious quarters, in a 

flat on the corner of Eighth Avenue and 27th Street. How he makes 

a living I do not know; it is unlikely that he is now in holy orders. 


Certain aspects of this interview may appear somewhat dis- 
quieting: Chaurize'ts acknowledged intimacy with Yunus Bahri, his 
hatred of Britain and his distrust of France. To these impressions 
might be added a pussing remark of his that he was an ardent Iraqi 

Nationalist upon his return from France, and a zenophobe to boot. 
On the other hand he had a good word for Russia, he seemed wholly ; 
sincere in expressing the warmest admiration for his adopted country 
and its democratic modes of thought and behavior, and it is clear 
that he finds authoritarianism uncongenial whether in Church or 
State. If his sympathy with the Assyrians appears inconsistent 
with his professed Iraqi nationalism, it may be that his hatred of 
Britain will explain both. Evidently this man's opinions have not 
hardened in the usual political molds. In consequence dolts would 
probably characterize him as "politically naive".-— RVL 
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The Assyrians CONFIDENTIAL’ 


Who are they? 


1. Those who lived in Assyria and were recognized as Assyrians 
historically. 


2. In the Near East this name is given only to the Nestorians. 


3. In the United States the term included for awhile all those 
| in America whose origin was the Near East, especially 
Turkey, Kurdistan, Persia and Iraq. . 


4. After World War I the name was kept, here in the United 
States, by the Jacobites, the Nestorians, some Armenians, 
and ‘im the American press, amazingly, often by the Syrian 
community. 


However, years and circumstances are bringing a more exact 
identification of the Assyrians in the United States, so that two 
big. groups of Christians now call themselves Assyrians, and are of- 
ficially recognized as such. These two groups are the Nestorians 


and the Jacobites (it is not our duty to demonstrate here that these [% 


two groups, historically and religiously, were and still are op- 
posites). 


How many are there? 
More than 30,000 scattered over all the United States and Canada. 


This figure leaves Mexico and South America out of account. ig 


Where are they? 


New York New York City 
Brooklyn 
Yonkers 
Long Island 
Great Neck 
Suffern 
Albany 


Cc. - Washington 


Pennsylvania Philadelphia 
Indiana Gary 


Michigan Flint 
Detroit 
Highland Park 


liinois Chicago 
Cicero 


California furlock 
| Los Angeles 

San Francisco 
Carmel 
Glendale 
Hollywood 
Burbank 
Oakland 
Fresno 
Hugshore ? 


New Jersey rece a 
: ewar 
(Large community) Summit 
; Elizabeth 

New Brunswick 
Paterson 
Bast Orange 
Weehawken 
Rutherford 
Clifton 
Passaic 
Maplewood 
West New York 
North Bergen 
Woodelif? 
Ridgefield 
Caldwell 
Upper Montelair 
Hackettstown 
Grantwood 


Connecticut New Britain 
a New London 
(Large community) Middletown 
Kensington 
Hartford 


North Carolina Charlotte 


Mississippi Keesled Field 
Columbus 


Kentucky Maysville 


Massachusetts Boston 
Worcester . 
(Large community) Springfield 
Leominster 
Watertown 


_ Bainbridge 
Toledo 
Rhode Island providenos 
Florida Jacksonville 
and in many other states. 


Canada Quebec 
: Toronto 


Their organizations: 
_Assyrian School National Association 


Ladies Guild 
Old Home 


Assyrian Young (Men) Association 
_ Mboys & girls- men & women) _ 


Assyrian Federation 


Assyrian National Association 


Assyrian Ladies Aid Society of West New York 
Good Samaritan Society 


(These organizations have their branches all over the Gities 
where Assyrians live). 


Magazines and Newspaperss 


2) The New Beth-Nahreen 
455 Cedar Lane 
Teaneck, New Jersey 


b) Assyrian Progress = 
Assyrian American Benevolent Association of California (ia 


Fresno, California 


c) <Ashur (?) = Assyria 
Published by Good Samaritan Society 
New Britain, Conn. 


Assyrian Publishing Company 
P.O. Box 964 
New Britain, Conn. 


G) Another publication in Chicago, name unknown. 


(In Chicago they have a very beautiful printing machine 
belonging to Mr. E. Abraham, where they published several 
religious books both in the Syriac language and in English.) 


Their churches: 


In almost all of the above mentioned cities they have a 
church, and in general their churches are under the title of: 


Assyrian Apostolic Ghurch of the Blessed Virgin 
or, St. John of Damascus 
or, St. Ephrem 
| (Many of the Nestorians have Protestant churches, such 


as Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Episcopalian, etc. 
but their liturgical language is still the Syriac.) 


Their personalities: 


His Beatitidd: Mar Shimun XXIII 
- Religious and political Head of the Assyrian Church in 
the World - 
Chicago, Illinois 


Mr. David Jacobs 
' Yonkers, New York 
(4 highly influential member of the community). 


Joseph J. Durna (Lawyer) 
17 Acadeny Street 
Newark, N.J. 
(President of the Assyrian School National Association = 
well informed). | 


Dr. David Perley (Lawyer) 
Paterson, New Jersey 
(A celebrated author in English). 


Dr. Ke S. Khedros (Dentist) 
100 West North Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dr. Sheik Mar Elia (D.C.) 
1322 North Labrea 
Hollywood, California 


Dr. G Lamsa 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


fhe Reverend Sadok (?) de Mar Shimun 
The University of Chicago 
5757 University Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dr. Jom Malik 


Reverend Stephen Dorghalli 
Detroit, Michigan 


Their personalities~- contd. 


Reverend Peter Barsum 
Boston, Mass. ; 


Very Reverend Paul Samuel 

John Shamsey (Lawyer) 

George Khedersha (Lawyer) New Jersey 
‘Dr. Khedersna (MD) 

Dr » Ishak (Druggist) 


Reverend Elias Sugar 
West New York, New Jersey 


Abdul Messih Hannoush 
Detroit, Mich. 


Yaecoob Asfar (Dean of Assyrians in America) 
Brooklyn, N. Y¥- 


Simon Malko 


76 Washington Street 
New York City, N.Y. 


Joseph Rojy (?) 
Newark, N.J. 


| John Foroujy 
| : Brooklyn, N.Y. 


(There are scores and hundreds of Assyrians serving under _ 
the Colors. Many have been promoted in recognition of their 
quality as soldiers. War is in their blood). 


Remarks- 


a) There was a mass meeting on October 27, 1944 (?), at 
8 pom. in the Olivet Institute, Chicago, Illinois. The principal -.. 
speaker was His "Bedtitude Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII, who delivered “*~ 
a long address on the subject United We Stand, Divided We Fall. 
He traced the glorious history of Assyria, and went into the detaiis 
of the work done by him in the League of Nations, but the outbreak 
of World War I (This should probably have been "World War II". RVL) 
shattered the national plan for settlement. He stated also that 
contact with the State Department in Washington has already been made. 


and statements deposited with the governments of other United Nations, oe 


and he has been working hand in hand with the National Federation. 
Also he said that the establishment of a National Fund is a matter 
of prime importance, and called upon all the Assyrians to unite re- 
gardless of denominational differences. "We must present a united 
front for a successful solution of our nation probiem in the East. 
Our failure at the last Peace Conference was largely due to our lack 
of unity of thought and of action." 


b) Speaking about the Peace Conference, I haye to say that the 
first delegates representing the Assyro-Chaldean problem to the 
League of Nations were Said Namik and Rustem Nadjib. They expounded 
the Assyro-Chaldean question in French on the 16th of July 1919. 
After that, the problem was expounded very sharply to the same 
League of Nations by Captain Hormuzd Rassam,' grandson of the late 
famous orientalist, Hormez Rassam. He entitled his work: "Petition 
for and on behalf of the Chaldee-Assyrian Nation to be preserved as 
a National Entity, and for the protection of the Jews, Yezidis, and 
other Racial and Religious Minorities", and he sent it confidentally 
to the League of Nations, Geneva, on the 23rd of September 1931. 


ec) My personal impression is that this "Assyrian" nation 
should not die, for many reasons, and sooner or later we will hear 
about another bloody scene in the Near Rast for the simple reason 
that the Assyrian problem was not and still is not solved in a 
right and fair way. 


(The above report is a reproduction, with occasional paraphrases, 
of notes submitted by Alphonse D. Chaurize at the instance of 
Mr. N. A. Faris.—- RVL) 


ose 
| CONFIDERTIAL 
Onerseas Nefas Agency, Ine. FN B_ , | 


101 Park AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


MUerarY Hitt 3-2897 


f Be-L. 2ICF 
MAR 23 1945 


LIBRARY 


DEAR MR. BRAATOY, 


HEREWITH ADDITIONAL MEMORANDA ON THE 


FORE FGN=LANGUAGE GROUPS IN LATIN AMERICA, 


SINCEREKY YOURS, 


acon 


‘ jlo pa 


Ne SLEPAK 
SECRETARY 


MR. BJARNE BRAATOY, CHIEF 
FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 
Grrice of STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WasHineTon, 0.¢C, 


6 ' FOREIGN. LANGUAGE GROUPS 
ae To SrsiaNLeewwess. 
| THE ARABIAN. SPEAKING PEOPLE ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST mingRiies OF ARGENTINA. UNOFFotaL 
aac sHow' aN IMa}GRAT LON OF MORE THAN 200,000, wien STARTED ABOUT 6G YEARS - ‘ARO6, 


Foon, with THEIR OHI LDREN “AND GRANOCHILOREN, THERE MIGHT BE il To. HALE A WILLOW Tate 


ive ba, ALLY tw THE NORTHERN PROVINCES, LIN THE. SUGAR “tnousrRy som” 20 10.50 m wick wea 


“OF ARAB CAPITAL. ARE IWVESTED. in. Behe AN IMPORTANT NUMBER OF THE, Bis Texte stint be 


ra : 
‘i : “ 
eae he coe a a ae + Wo # se oo 


hme iad SYRIANS on, LEBANESE. 


: “ anso: DR eine, A LAWYER, VERY WELL KNOWN. ENGINEER NASSIF 1s A ‘KNOWN W ARORTEOTS, cng 


HE BUILT THE CENTRO NAVAL. ANOTHER ARAB, ‘ENGINEER Tursay HAS CONSTRUCTED AN ALRPLANE 


eS 3 WAS Geer ACCEPTED BY THE nee ICE ARMY. HE: 48 now A BIG MAN in THE ARGENTINE ‘aR tinssTaY® 


THE - GREAT MAJORITY oF ARAB-SPEAKING 19H GRANTS. CAME FROM SYRIA (Agour 35¢) AND. Lesanon 


peso 55%). THERE ARE A Few PALESTI NEWARABS, AND ARABS ‘FROM ARABIA AND Eever. ce RS ne 


THe MAJORITY OF THE COMMUNITY 1s CORIETIAN: 36 PERCENT ROMAN CATHOLIC. ssstP2hoENT, orryor 


“4 


DORs: 25 PERCENT wwomEnans, 6. PERCENT JEWS, THE JEWS Bo NoT PARTICLPATE iN. THE, Lire OF: TENS 


Sesh comiMuNTY 


a BRAZIL HAS AN-EQUALLY LARGE ARABIAN coLowy, ANO THERE ARE materia, PARApUAE 


bow 


*, 


AND URUGUAY, ‘8,000 a BOLIVIA, 20,000 IN CHILE, 15,000 IN COLOMBIA ano 15 oR 20 ‘THOUSAND: iw 
of? THE REBT oF ‘SOUTH AMERL OAs, “POLITICALLY THESE ‘ARABS ARE DI VIED wT rs SREAT NUMBER oF 
_ Feat rons, ‘80 THAT AT 1s HARD: ‘EVEN FOR AN ARAB To UNDERSTAND. ARABIAN: pefrysrouities Ww 


“ARGENT INA, THe INTERNAT TONAL TencenotEs “OF: water “ARE, EXTREMELY, CONFUSED. | EVEN 7 THEIR, aie 


: Seana THEY ane Nor ONLTEDS THERE. 18 A ViguenrLy, Ayr t-SeEMnTI NEWSPAPER 3 “shy an ‘gt: 


* ay 


“ ‘sip ini Rerum, an aN: “eQUALLY INDEPENDENT YeeanoN. Tuer ‘ARE: aR -SOLLABORAT 0 


- avia aN SPEAKING PEOPLE... iw SOME QUARTERS 1 18. CLAIMED. THAT HE STUDIED Fascist wera iN 


- GERMANY , AND BECAME 6 FRIEND oF WITLER AND usgouint., Anvitow “ netunwen To. SYRIA. WN. ie, 


~ EARLY. meth ES, WELL ‘PROVE DED. we TH “woneY. FROM: SYRIAN NATIONAL IT Se HE ORGANIZED. THE, 


_seraan NATIONALIST PARTY» won HE SUOOEEDED. TO DEVELOP INTO. aN ‘biportawr MOVEMENT, 


_okusine ‘MUCH, ‘TROUBLE. ‘To THE FRENCH. AUTHORITIES. ‘SHORTLY erore ane WAR, THE FRENCH, 


u 


_ guppREsseD THES PARTY. SAADI. LEFT. THE country (waver FOR genuany) (as HE SOEs. wér. us te" a 
“Conger. 1 BUENOS Aires, { GOULD. Nor PEAK To ‘HIM PERSONALLY. BUT HAD: To put His story ToseTus 


* FROM ¢ OTHER Benreees). ONE: BAY, THO. oR THREE, YEARS wee HE APPEARED a Brazs Mes, ToseiieR with. 


ee ; 


oF se fat 


o me THOUSAND *S¥RiOnBRAZILi ANSE IN MIs sviarbouatisr. SvatAW PARTY". - WHEN He BRAZILIAN F 


ad = 


~ eavertr BECAME Wwas-gonigerou,. ot SOLVED Faserst ‘opéant zations AND CLOSED cows oc xis Ee 


st rere awtoun ant ‘é Few oF HIS Leadéns FOUND ASYLUM asain” iN | ARGENTINA, HIS: Foutouens cua 


Theis 
wy: 


ots ‘omy rf’  SyaiAN NATIONALIST. MOST ‘arasiais- 80 Not cs) eve His. ‘Ther Poin 


roe oF shnot's re "necavecin Tu  Droton)y:1 ic) Hts. nee -orriotats or tue 


abt [os 


Y 


i ce mnt “mn Tie t FueHRER,, ats: FOLLOWERS Must TAKE “THe CioeRaL. amass HERE: to c 


rian ‘AND: fons A anne, B0KsHOR, we wins 3 atso. ao TROUBLE wire ‘aeobirin 


a 


"Wo Hag: aovisen Hint 0 LEAVE THE couNTRY: since, wis. PAPERS were nor iN ORDER, “HE THEN ‘MARES 


an ARGENTINE: ai AND, SO ‘SUsozEDEo in REMAINING _HE Stitt PUBLE SHES tae Ovghoy 8 7 


4 

: ie tte 

F wey 
Boos 


TRREQULARLY : 1 f | s Now “MAINLY DEDICATED TO PERSONAL, ATTACKS on, nis eNetnES AND ‘on TH 


“ 1 ‘ RE a page tt 
“tee Anis, a A PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL IST. Tus PAPER 18 PRO-ALLY, REPRESENT ING THE. ‘ABOVE mt NT tO 


& 


; “TENDEHOY FOR INDEPENDENT SYRIAN AND ‘LEBANESE REPUBLICS. ips ete gee fe a 


“s8; 


| "et ‘DIARIO syat0 tr BANES" ALso A DAILY WITH 5,000 CIRCULATION, FOLLOWS He ‘Sait cs rae 


- 


eas 


POLITICAL LINE, 178 CHIEF EO! TOR, ts EMI L10. CONSTANT INO, auso A. PROFESSIONAL, SOURNALI aT 


HER Uivion LIGANesa® iS A WEEKLY wite 4,500 CIRCULATION. Tass PAPER $8 Conognne maimey. 


wit | Lepqnese. ‘QUESTIONS, AND IS STRONGLY NATIONALIST. “178 EDITOR tS wR. RUSTOM, HE: wns Pur 
, - , PRINTED : 
_ ert THe: NORTHAMERICAN BRACK List, SeUAUSe HES PUBLI one COMPANY RRESENXER TAE NAZI PAPER 


ig “age PAMPERO". 


loss an a 
fr “9 .: e se 

|sOWFIDE «HALL 
oe oun ean anne, 1,500 CIRCULATION, WEEKLY, HAS A MAHOMEOAN DIRECTOR, SECHEN. HE IS” 


; ve 4 stainist}e NATIONALIST, AND eves ‘$0 FAR AS To SUPPORT THe GERMANS, ot. ORDER to oppose THE 


“ONE. oF THe: REASONS FOR BHIS oPPosiTI ON 1S THE gaLroun DECLARATION. PROMISING PALES 


ngs : Lee . 
re Let nes 


Sh chet Lie ss FOLLONED | ey ANOTHER 2 HAHOMEDAN, UR RAHAL in, aN NATUR lute 7 is ‘Pup 


TR 


S0NTR ur 70, te, wugo 


sabaess 


< 


a Tae *asootncran SIRIO=LIBANES HONOR ¥ ‘Paraiaty 1,800 wEMBERS.. PRESIDENT ° 
© ity Azize, wis 18. PRESIDENT oF “THE Batico. syaid, LAOANES, UNPDLITIALS 7 


2 THe sASOCIACION PATRIOTICA ‘LiBaNesa®, Aus 1,800. MEMBERS. sng, piesvo 1s os 


ye ae 


Eutas: iowa, ‘omNER OF rr TEXTILE FAGTORY, UNPOLIT ICAL. 


| SEoTsoNS oF THESE assoat ATIONS ARE s 


| feLue HONS ENSE™, To WHICH ‘BELONG ALL PEOPLE OF THE PROVINCE OF Hows | aN N SYRIAG IT 


Jf 


HAS A PURELY SOCIAL GHARACTER, 4 HAVING 1,000 MEMBERS « 178 PRESIDENT 1s MRe BeTHUN, | 


: sous OE JUVENTUD" ABOUT 1,000 MEMBERS, AND 


OSS Form'1598 (Es sh, poses iat 
OFFICE OF STRASE li. | | PRR cn 1 NATIONAL | THOEBG 
: bu mJ 724 a 
MAR 29195 1 BAC 


LIGRARY 


with Habib Kurani SUBJECT 
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a RO Dr. Habib Kurani, a native of Lebanon, graduated from the 
q sae American University of Beirut and was subsequently a member of the 
faculty of that institution. Coming to the United States he became 
an American citizen and was for some time contributing editor of the 
Federation Herald of Boston, organ of the Syrian-Lebanese American 
Federation of the Eastern States. He is now with OWI in Washington, 
but expects to go to Lebanon in some Government service in June. 
Kurani seemed not much perturbed about the present sit- 
uation of the Levant States with reference to the San Francisco Con- 
ference. He thought matters would be straightened out in time so 
~ that Lebanon and Syria would be invited to send delegations. He had 
seen an item in the New York Times this moyning reporting a state- 
ment of a French official that Syria and Lebanon would be invited 


as a result of French insistence. Kurani believed that the French, 
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on second thought, were making the best of the situation; they 
knew that if Lebanon and Syria were excluded from the San Fran- 
cisco Conference France would inevitably be charged with the 
blame for it, and French prestige and standing in the Levant 


States would consequently sink even lower than at present. y 


Kurani doubted the good faith and sincerity of Salloum 


Mokarzel, editor of Al-~Hoda. Kurani thought it very likely that 
Al-Hoda was subsidized by the French. In any case Mokarzel rep- 
resented a reactionary group of Maronite and Melchite Lebanese- 
Americans who were completely out of touch with recent developments | 
and attitudes in the homeland. This group, in Kurani's opinion, 
did not care much whether Lebanon had representatives at San 
Francisco or not. ‘hey were counting on French support and they 
still regarded France as the traditional defender of the Christians 
against the Moslems. 

There was another more liberal and up to date group among 
Lebanese-American Maronites, Kurani declared, that took a strong 
“Mationalist and anti-French stand. In this they agreed with the 
overwhelming majority of the Mosiems and Druses in this country who 
were very vigorously nationalistic along with those of the 
Eastern Orthodox faith. They wanted Lebanon and Syria to be rep- 
resented at San Francisco, and their pride was hurt at the omission 
of those councries from the list of the invited. But the more 


thoughtful among them were not very much alarmed; for Egypt had 


been invited to participate and the Egyptian delegation would, 
in case of need, be ready to speak up for the other Arab states. 
If Lebanon and Syria should not be invited, Kurani re- 
' marked, am. informal delegation of Lebanese and Syrian Americans 


might go to San Francisco. Kurani had heard some talk of such 


a move. Professor Philip Hitti of Princeton had been mentioned 


as a possible representative. 

Kurani said he was very happy to make the acquaintance 
of @ member of the Foreign Nationalities Branch and he assured 
me that he would be delighted to assist us in any way possible 
at any time and would be glad to pass on such information as came 
to him. In particular he said he would look out for any items | 
dealing with the San Francisco Conference. He said that he was 
very busy as all the Arabic-language newspapers published in this 


ecoumtry came across his desk and also many from abroad. 
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: Tannous said that he had been very much surprised on 

‘ peading a report in a local newspaper that a certain Ali Abdullah 

Alireza, enrolled as a student at the University of California, had 

3 Hwan named to represent Saudi Arabia at the coming World Security 

Conference at San Francisco. Tannous said that he had never heard of 

Aliresa, “put at my paguest he had made some inquiries in the Arab- 

American community in Washingtc and also at the Iragi Legation. All 

declared they had never heard of the young man in question. Many were . 

somewhat skeptical of the news item, doubting that the man really 

came from Saudi Arabia. Some thought he was probably a Syrian or an 

Egyptian who may have had connections in Saudi Arabia and had pérhaps 

been appointed simply because he happened to be in the United States. 

Tannous said that if he learned any thing more about Alireza he would 

let me know. | 
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Tannous said that the project for building an Arab 
mosque in Washington was well in hand and he thought unquestionably 
it would be carried out. There are very few Moslem Arab-Ameriecans 
in Washington; and the mosque would be therefore more for show 
purposes than for religion. It could in any case count on the 
support of the Arab diplomatic delegations in Washington. Three 
were already established here, those of Egypt, Iraq and Syria, and 
a fourth would soon be set up with the arrival of the Lebanese 
Minister and his staff. The newly appointed Lebanese Minister 

Mr. Charles Malik, a Harvard graduate who was now on his way from 
Lebanon, was an Orthodox Christian but he would undoubtedly be 
happy to support the project for the mosque. 

Tannous said that Arab-Americans were naturally much 
pleased that Syria and Lebanon had at last been invited to send 
representatives to the San Francisco Conference. There had been 
a feeling of great disuppointment and dissatisfaction at the 
apparent omission of those two states, or at least the long 
delay in inviting them. But Arab-Americans now felt much happier 


over the situation. 


Tannous spoke with erent approval of the recently or- 
20 


ganized Institute for Arab-American Affairs, It was founded in 
~ - prritya ly 

New York largely through the ret : of Professor Philip Hitti 

of Princeton. An organization had been made and a charter ob- 


tained from New York State. In theory the Institute was to be 
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composed of representatives of all the various Arab-American 
organizations in this country, constituting the Assembly. The 
Assembly has not yet had a meeting. Provisionally, the affairs 
of the Institute were being managed by an Executive Committee 

of which Mr. Faris Malouf, a lawyer of Boston, was President and 
Professor Hitti the Executive Director. There. had been some dis- 


cussion as to the purposes to be pursued by the Institute but in 


the constitution as finally adopted, educational and cultural 


aims were paramount and political aims were minimized. Tannous 
said his advice haa been asked during the formative period of the 
organization and he had supported the cultural view as opposed to 
the political. He hoped the new Institute would be a success. | 
Financial support, he said, so far had been largely accorded by a 
wealthy Arab-American real eatate dealer of Washington, Mr. 


Joseph Howar. 
ee 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Office Memorandum «_unrrep staTES GOVERNMENT 


{Vis AIRMAIL ‘cae NZqss-san Francisco 
Mr. Biarne Braatoy ) rd - DETE: 17 April 1945 
i APR 20 1945 


FROM : John Norman ‘ 


SUBJECT: Report of ¢ Aversatiod. With GEBTES™ A. Me Fuleihan in Los 
Angelss on 3 ‘April 1945. emeitene 2 


Report No. 86 i | 
Gee Gee George A, M. Fuleihan, a locally important person among 


garreey, vovenere Americans, was consulted on 3 April in Los Angeles 
‘Mr. A. M. Malouf, director of the Syrian-Lebanon American 
%ion of the Far Western States. Mr. Malouf was visited 


PY Lelhan is a middle aged man with gray hair on his massive 
head, which only a wrinkle separates from his short, stoeky body. 
Besides being executive member of tae California Farm Debt Adjuste 
ment Commission and chairman of the Commission of Los Angeles 
County, Fuleihan is founder and president of the Syrian Civie 
League of Southern California (this league comes into life every 
election time), chairman of the Syrian-Lebanon American War 
Finance Committee since the start of the war, president of the 
Syrian-Lebanon American Seciety, and chairman of the Red Cross 
Drive among the Syrian-Americans. He said that during the 
Sixth War Loan Drive he was chairman for the thirty-three na- 
tionalities of Southern California. 

Fuleihan vegan by praising his people. The Syrian-Lebanese, 

N Ke said, are successYul, law-abiding people in this country. The 


Ny 
f average Syrian-Lebanese, Fuleihan pointed out, was not anti-Jewish 


yy 
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wut anti-Zionist. He himself professed to share this sentiment 
ven though he said that Roosevelt was too pro-Jewish and that 
if the Hews didn't like the climate of Abyssinia, he couldn't 


help it. | 
Fuleihan said that the Syrian-Lebanese in the Les Angel es 


area had no use for France, although they have the greatest respect 
for Freneh civilization. When France was awarded & Syrian man= 
date, he complained, she did not send Frenchmen to rule the coun-~ 
wry; She sent Senegalese soldiers. He went on to say that Franee 
took everything out of Syria in contrast to England, who in her 
colonies put in more than she took out. "We don't hate France, 
but we hate the way she governe’. Syria." He spoke with Blowing 
optinism of the Pan-Arabi73 Federation as representing 70,000,000 
Moslens along with 15,000,000 Christians, “the Holy Lan@ included," 
"The Arabs have always Looked up to the English as great eoloni- ; 
zers. The troubles of the Near Hast have always been the result 
of English, French, and Russian political ambitions.” Fuleihan 
Was very gratified with President Roosevelt's statement that he 
Learned so much in five minutes about Arab affairs in his talk 
with Ion Saud. 

Describing Syrian-Lebanese Arericens in the Les Angeles 
area, Fuleihnan reported that there were only about ten Mohammedan 
families among them. He himself is a Presbyterian. There is an 
extremely large g:uup of Greek Orthodox people among the Syrian- 


Lebanese, and these generally favor Russia -- "even Soviet Russia." 
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There is @ goed deal of inter-marriage between them and Americans, 
There are ‘no Communists among them, and on political issues they 
generally take sides not as Syrian-Lebanese but as Republicans and 
‘Democrats, according to Fulethan. 

Fuleian disclosed thet he had received a letter from the 
Institute for Arabian-American Affaizs indicating that a drive 


fer funds was on. 


Attached is an out-of-date booklet by 4. M. Malouf entitled The 
Syrian People in the United States as a Cornerstone in Anerican 
Life. Malouf offered this book in lien of an interview.. It may 


be of some interest. 


ce: Mr. Edward Haines 
Capt. K. D. MeHendrie 


IN: ja 


fomphler menhonsd above i in Qrabr — pamphlet fi : 
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{ LIBRARY OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
NE Wind cemcnarme FOREIGN NATIONALITIES BRANCH 


The following cu:ssnt news is cizculaicd at ouce by recson of its timeliness. In conjunction with other and 
later intelligence the material may be used again in the longerzange stuclies of this Branch. 


Press item (] Account of Oral Interview CI Confidentia? Report 


Number N-297 26 April 1945 


ARAB-AMERICANS DENY REPORT OF ARAB 

COMPROMISE PROPOSAL FOR PALESTINE 
ON THE basis of information received from Egyptian sources, Arab- 
American journalists have denounced as false the New York Times 
dispatch of 11 March stating that the Foreign Ministers of the 
Arab states, meeting in Cairo in the interests of Arab federation, 
had worked out a compromise solution for the Palestine problem.* 
The compromise, it will be recalled, was said to provide for 
increasing the Jewish population in Palestine to about one million, 
or approximate parity with the Moslem element, thereby putting the 
balance of power between Mohammeds.1s and Jews into the hands of 
the Christian Arab minority which numbers some 150,000. 

fhe report that Arab statesmen had sponsored a proposal so 

at variance with the views hitherto held by the Arab world left 
mony Areb~Americans in a state of bewildered incredulity, 
although the Times's reputation for reliability deterred them 
from rejecting the story immediately and induced them to wait 


See FN Number N-234 of 19 March 1945, "Early Zionist Reactions 
to Arab Compromise Proposal for Palestine." 
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Zoe P| | 
for enlightenment from Cairo. Al-Bayan of Washington 


(15 March), frankly doubted the “truth of the story; and 
a7 re 
Aa Bawses of New York (24 March) hoped it was not true, add= 


“ing: "Surely no Arab minister would think of bringing such 


& monstrous notion into the Arab world." 


y te 
Subsequent news from Egypt led As-Sayeh of New York 


(9 April) to assert that there was "not’a shred of truth” in 
the New York Times story; it quoted the Egyptian press as 
stating that the Arab ministers "had never even dreamed of 
such a solution," and were still just as strongly opposed to 
Zionism as ever. What it could not understand, As~Sayeh 
concluded, was the failure of the New York Times to retrect 
its correspondent's "erroneous report." 

It has been reported to this Branch that Mahmoud Bey 
Abul Fath, owner and editor of the Cairo newspaper Al-Misri, 
who has been sojourning in this country for some time, cabled 
officials in Cairo inquiring about the authenticity of the 
Times report. The answer denied the story categorically, and 
asserted that the Arab Foreign Ministers » far from proposing 
the solution mentioned, had not even considered it. Hahmoud 
Bey thereupon wrote a letter to the Times to set matters right; 
but for some reason (the report goes on) the Times had not 
published the letter. 
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Mr. Bjarne Braatey == S. ya Lae Se 7 May 1945 
Carl W. Blegen ei | | 
“Assyrians” 


| Ansyrian-Aneri.cans estimated to ‘nusber 35 to 

“50. thousand. mainly of wo ‘veligious denominations, — 
maak two-thirds. being Jacobites, one-third Nestorians. 

War Shigun X XELIT, Patriarch of Nestorians, has spent 


past two years in Chicago. There are alsa: ce few 


Chaldeans who are Uniate Assyrians, Latest estimate 
, of: Assyrians 4h Maddie East about. 100,690, halt in 
Tran, 25,008 in. Trad, 20, 000 in  Byrlae Prastivally 


none in Parker. 
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LIBRARY 

ror F.N.8. Miss Frantz, Mr. Blegen | ~ wo 

pate 24 May 1945 INITIATIVE Mr. serene Y ‘(J sy TeErernone 


pLace Sheikh Restaurant, Washington [3] FACE TO FACE 


SUMMARY 
Mr. Kurani has given up his idea of leaving Washington in 
June and said he expected now to stay on in OWI. He said he would be 
happy to help us with information and advice at any time so far as 
possible for him. This meeting was arranged mainly in order to pursue 
q . four acquaintance and to explore possibilities for future exchange of 
ipndiine 
| Kurani said Arab-Americans in Washington were deeply in- 
terested in the recent course of the controversy between the Levant 
States and France and were discussing it widely. They deplored the 
bloodshed reported in the press, but they believed the question now 
was at last coming to a real "showdown." The great majority of 
Arab-Americans sided with Lebanon and Syria against France, Kurani 
said, although there were some Lebanese Maronites who were still 
rather sympathetic with the French. In those two homelands natione 


alist sentiments apparently predominated fairly strongly as shown by 


ny, In- BA 2 ha V 


the elections of 1943 which were on the whole fair and free from 
coercion. 

The Arabic-language newspapers in this coutry had not 
yet got around to commenting much on the recent flare-up of the 
controversy; they were always very slow to react. In general, Kurani 
said, there were no editors of Arabic-language papers in this country 
who were sufficiently educated politically to make any reaily .in- 
telligent and constructive comment on the proceedings of the San 
Francisco Conference or on the larger problems of world politics. 

On one problem all people of Arab stock wherever they were 
were agreed, Kurani stated, and that was in their opposition to 
political Zionism. They had nothing against the Jews as people, 


nothing against recognition of the special interest of the Jews in 


-. Palestine as a religious home and center; but Arabs and Moslems were 


unanimous in their determination to resist YW the establishment of 
a Jewish State in Palestine. 

Kurani spoke with some enthusiasm of a project for building 
a Moslem mosque in Washington. OWI had featured this report in a 
news release to Moslem countries, he saic, and had received great, 
numbers of letters of appreciation from Moslem countries extending all 
the way to India. The mosque was to be of the Sunnite sect. It 
would serve aS a Moslem center in the United States being provided 


with a library, school and other facilities. 
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a. JUN 9 1945 j ; 
I: : rA B- 308 | : 7? June. 1945. pe 

ye |< Aba WEORABy, Regd ' Reader: Ziedeh (3% 
of iraq at ERRSEMSTE Cy rMee! tute a ie 
of Arab American Affairs, ' 


wee . On Saturday evening June 2, 1945, the Institute of Arab 

ittierican Affairs held a banquet at the Waldorf Astoria, New York, 
fn honor of H,R. i. Prince Abdul - Ilah, Regent of. Iraq, The pecs. 

of honor were H,R,H, Prince Abdul- Tlah; Nuri Pasha As-Said; David 


_ Pasha Al-Haidaii; "Ali Jawdat Bey, Iraqi Minister at Washington; 


Lt.Col, Ubayd Abdallah, aide de camo to the Regent; Dr, H.C, Sinderson 
Pasha; “Honorable William Phillips, special assistant to the Secretary 
of State; Brig, Gen, Albert C, Oliver, U.5.A., Military aid; Capt, 
Arthur H, MéCollum, U.S.N.;, Naval aia: George V, Allen, Deputy come 
Director, Office of Near Eastern and ‘African Affairs: Mr, Raymond Ds 
~ Muir, Protocol Division, Dept, of State; Capt, Archibald Roosevelt, | 
" Assistant U.S, Militery "attach® to the American Legation. in Baghdad; 
and Mr, Robert Bannerman » Special agent, Dept. of State. | oe 
About three. hundred people attended the banquet, The -. ee 
datensn was Ali Mahad@en an industrialist of New Jersey and Chair: .: 
an of the executive committee of the. Institute, Faris 8, Malouf, 
“attorney of Boston and President of the Institute was ‘toastmaster, i BS 
The speakers were the Hon, William Phillips, Prof, Philip K, Hitti — 
_. of Princeton, Mr, Abbas Nasser, an Arabic poet of - Connecticut, ‘go e 
~. Iemail- Khabidi, secretary of the Institute and a members ‘of & ‘promi S38 
‘nent. Palestinian family ,- and HE, Ali. Jawdat ‘Bey. . ae 


a The. speech of Mr, Phillips was repor ted in the New York 
Os sunday: tamea June 3 and must have come to your. attention, -It . 
praised Americans of Arab origin for finding no difficulty in owe 
Assimilating themselves in American life, lauded Iraq for being the = .: 
first: Arab state to join the United Natione,: sand stressed cultural — 
and economic relations, both present and future, petWeen; the U.S.A, 

and the Arab World, He also praiséd the League ‘of Arab states and 
stated that the U, S, A, welcomes it for it enables the Arab states _ 

to work. toward worl4 peece, He further stated that the American. 
government and people were deeply depressed about the fighting in 
“the Levant, that the U,S, government covld not ignore such a situation ° 
- 80 she tried to stop the armed conflict and work On renolving: | 
, differences in a peaceful manner, ‘ 


ee . Mr, Phillips speech had a very fine “effect upon ‘those. 
- present, It convinced them that the U.S, government, cannot stand . 
“* ggide while the very principles this war is being fought | for are 
being violated, They were proud to be PACES ORD . 


Mr, Khalidi'e speech was in Arabic,. ‘He praised fea top 
Leading the Arab states towards unity, lauded its stand during. this. 
war id puceing its heEr at ony and resources ae the: srnvoce? of the 


ae - 3H. ack: 


“ 


“Allies: ro caneeauy thanked the Hashimite Beaty (famizy. of. thé 
"Re gents: for..their efforts in behalf of the Arabs, He reninded the. 
Rekent. that..Palestiné is the only Arab country in the Middle East. 

3. WEL eR: hee ° not gained its freedom, and that when the Arab states and. 
“.-sovernmments intervened in the Palestine problem in 1939, Palestine” 
ote. &geumed ithe: haracter of a truest in their: hands, ° He. ‘expressed: ‘his-- 
-Gonfidence dnd that. of the Arabs of Palestine that. the .trust- Will, 
- | Oe be reglected; and stressed.the fact that the’ Palestine prgbien : 
‘ie ho more a Focal: ‘one, but a general Arab problem and, hoped “tha: | 
“Os, Arab’ Atates will strive to: gain for her, her - independence, 


eee Prof, Hitti delved into. hietory’ to.-show the” ‘sontrttbution 
Loe pribtiht Trag, to civilization especially in the’ Matter ‘af: writing, | 
> and: 1ts.-contribution to world culture during the period of” Harun : — 
“ @leRashid, He explained how with the Mongolisn | invasion blackout... 
: @descended:'on it ‘al King Bareey T tri ed to J del it out. of: the Bit 
eg darkness, Lote 


too eo Bbvas Nasser delivered a: posit; BY “unatetebion. without 
* which, ‘the heute ‘love for poetry:-being’ what 1b. igt*. fo Arabre;.. i, 
‘speaking. meeting could really bé Gomplete, He praised the: Hashimite. 
LP see" family ‘and the progress of Iraq, exorted the French. to. be more earet 
on. the, Levant, and asked H,R,H, Prince Abdul - Ila to protect is) 
ook." Palestine if... for no other Yrea'son‘‘than the fact that. His 3 grandfather | 
“Rang Husayn- is buried” ‘there (in the Aksa’ Mosque), >: 
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i - ace Hie Excellency’ Ali Jawdat ‘Bey praised the ‘Arabiox: opeaking 
|. immigrants for their progress and for identifying themselves with’: 
i... Amertean’ life’ and exalted. the Hashimite famtly for their sacrifices 

“on Behalf of their. people especially in trying to. unify them, He: 
stressed the fact that Iraq has been“helping its. neighboring Aran 
states to attain their independence. and will always. atrive to hel: 
them without. exception (meaning Palestine?) t111 their ingevencence, 
vs Be pone? hete mi thin an ordérly world OReant aE OMe es - 


oes ¢ 


oparen | Nationalities Branch | Office of Steateeis Senvicca 
Numbér Me318 | . 14 dune (1945 


DINNER IN HONOR OF PRINCE cauuaiarrcd 
REGENT OF. IRAQ a aan the - . 
institute for Ciceveanapidle Af. 

am Puillips, All vawdat Ber. Philip Ke 
Hitti, Ismail Khalidi, Abbas Nasser 
New York City 
2 June 1945 
About 300 


Praise of Iraq's leadership in the movement for Arab 
independence and appeals for that country's aid in securing | 


freedom for Palestine were voiced at a banquet given for 


H.R.H. Prince AbduleIlah, Regent of Iray who recently came 


to the ats States to pay a visit to President Truman, 
Sponsored by the Institute of ArabeAmerican Affairs, the 
dinner, waeey took place 2 June at the WaldorfeAstoria, was 
attended by ‘about 500, mainly ArabwAmericans, The Prince : 
was accompanied by Nuri Pasha as~eSaid, former Prime Minister 
of Iraq; Daud Pasha aleHaidari, former Iraqi Minister to 
Great Britain; Ali Jawdat Bey, Iraqi Minister in Washington; 
Lieutenant Colonel Ubayd Abdallah, aideede~camp to the | 
Regent; and Dr. H, G. Sinderson Pasha, the Regent's physician, 
Officials of the State i casi and Army officers were 
also present, 
Ali HahAdeens chairman of the executive committee of 
the Institute and president of the Young Men's Moslem 
Association, acted as chairman and Faris S, Malouf of 


Boston, president of the Institute, was toastmaster, 


Mev; William Phillips, Special Assistant to the Secretary 


of SUE NSS was one. of the principe Bpeeters at the banquete | 


His speech, ‘which was ‘fully reported in the New York Tins, 


3 June, : ‘appeared’, to: thakee an impression on ‘Apab-Amerieans: 


present. After somuandine Arab-Americans for So easily . 


assimilating themselves in American life and - ena 


as the gets Arab state to join the dented ‘Nations, ae. 
Phillips stressed the cultural and economic relations 
between the United States ane Mie Arab world and praised 

_ the newly formed Arab beague « as a step enabling the Arab 
BEaSs to ‘work toward world peace. The American Government 
and people, Mr. Phillips said, deplored the fighting going. 
on in the Bevends. the Government could not Senor S such a. 


« ~ 


situation and was therefore trying to Stop. the armed conflict - 


° 


and. work toward reconciling the differences in a peaceful 
| MANNGT « | = . | 
The Iraqi Minister, Ali Jawdat Bey, oGmplanented: Arab= 
Awaploane for their progress and rapid Americanization, and | 
praised the Hashimite house, the royal Omety to which the | 
Aepant belongs, for their sacrifices in behalf of their 
people, especially in i to unify them. He enpnasteed 
that Iraq has been helping its neighboring Arab states to 
attain independence and would continue to do so "in every 


instance," 


Number M-518 14 June 1945 
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Professor Philip K, Hitti of Princeton delivered an 


ear nnnnes ing nets oo 


historical survey, pointing out ancient Iraq's contribution 


ta civilization in the invention of writing, and its contrie 


bution to world culture during the period of Haroun al-Rashid. 
A revival of Iragi culture, he stated, had taken place under 
the late King Faisal I, uncle of the Regent. 

Ismail Khalidi, an ArabeAmerican of Palestinian descent, 
who is secretary of the Institute, spoke in Arabic. He 

| commended Iraq for leading the Arab states toward unity and 

for putting its territories and resources at the disposal 
of the Allies, and expressed gratitude to the Hashimite 
family for all they had done for the Arabs. He reminded 
the Regent that Palestine was the "only Arab country in 
the Middle East" that had not yet gained its freedom, and 
that when the Arab states and governments intervened in the 
Palestine problem in 1939, Palestine assumed the character 
of a trust in their hands, The Arabs of Palestine, he 
continued,. were confident that that trust would not be 
neglected; the problem was no longer merely a local one, 
but a general Arab problem. 

Abbas Nasser, an Arab-American poet, read a poem in 
praise of the pansiy of the guest of honor. The poem 
incidentally exhorted the French to be more careful in the 


Levant and asked Prince Abdul-Ilah to protect Palestine, 


0 ik: oF H.RH, Prince pe 
to Princeton a sate: 


fant er ber Col: 
U8. M Raymond. D, 


“or. the 0: W, T and. the | 
esident. at his’ home , he not 
“Operation, then ingpected . a 3 
wee at the ew iatae ae few ‘per ae were, gente 
to the Prince ‘at. Prof and. most oF. Y emt praised his 
Skok aetitade Fo . . “a pn ave 


” Banighgon was served at the: Printed Ina,” 
- of the favulty. ‘poke on behalf of the’ President. w' 
attend, and characterized Himself. jokingly eas s Prést 
pointed. out that if he were to choo the. four cities 

that evoke*more than Others memories” of. civilizetion-He: 
‘Athelis for its art’ and literature, Rome for its laws: nd B 
| SePuselem for its spiritual meee and eet for. eign 

1 Mefige: Auting thie. ‘Middle Ages. 


a, He pointed out. that Ag one. of the reaso: 
very. aware.of Eslamic @tudies, He went: ‘on to say: 

sf | ios this field us emer that, cinder 3 
studies are held ¢ 

* gollection -6f. ‘Arab. 

sity: Pres was th 

- Army made Prindet. 

2 Ede aT enemas: of the 


: A, z, Ali Jouaat ‘spoke tA Keno: ree Phar, “watts, ‘Sheiftaba 
“He thanked’ the’ University. for. ite hospitality: and praised its. Bi 
diy ‘pptading knowl edge: and. ‘enlightenment. which are the true. biises. ] 

of civilization,..He also pointed. out that the Arab Worla wants to: 
benefit: face: thes alight of snout ese Sire esting: from the U,S.A,. 


ad ‘The’ visit. ‘of the HRA, Prineé. Abaul-I1eh Helps, to dieak 
“peta, in the bare nd as the, Heating arabic and pares centr 
in eae | | 


(fo The aoe was: a moet. one, ° 1 ‘ariea aaepenevcry | "tb: oe 
7 and Aneemetee with the: Prince, ‘byt! only. suceeded in exchanging 
pleasantries with him: as’ he’ wae. rushed. from’oné place’ to. another: : 
and had to. meet so many people, — However, I -talked at: Length with. 
. his aide at table, “He: ‘said Iraqis were determined to see to it “* 
that ‘the independence of Syria and-Lebanon: ia. “peetive ,..and expressed. . 
hie. PDL geaure at the  enthusiasn ene: Arab League. haa: ‘evoked aR. She é 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 


Mr, John Norman 
402 Kohl Building 
406 Montgomery Street 

San Francisco, 4, California 


Dear John; 


At the invitation of our mutual acquaintance 
George A.M. Fuleihan, I attended a dinner at the 
Ambassador Hotel Thursday evening, June 28th, sponsored 
by "The Arabic speaking people of Southern California" 
in. honor of the delegates to the United Natigns *pnference 
from tis five Arabic speaking countries’ 02) Egydt; Iraq, 
Lebanc.., Saudi Arabia and Syriae Whe 

"3 ow yowe! & 


fe het 

Exeept to repor +hatl-ae Winner was held and, 
judging from the. 4 Grands and genernl air of enthusiasn, 
was a great sucgs » there is little else I can pass on 
of interest to your branch. The proceedings were about 
half in English and half in Arabic. The English portion 
of the program consisted of platitudes not worth repeating. 
Some of the more impassioned pronouncements in Arabic evoked 
enthusiastic applause, but since my knowledge of Arabic. is 
limited to two words neither one of which was used by any 
of the speakers, and since I could not understand the pur- 
ported English explanations of my Arabic neighbors, I came 
away empty handed. Two or three politicians, Dr. ven Klein- 
Schmidt and I appeared to be the only: pale faces present -- 
en for Roy Rogers in a cowboy suit! Trigger did not 
attend. 
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Thursday, Jane 28, 1945, 7 P.M: 
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Program 


THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER 


Introduction ............ =... . +A. B. MALOUF 
Master of Ceremonies .... . . . . GEORGE A.M. FULEIHAN 


SPEAKERS 


MR. MICHEL G. ACKARY 
MR. MALICK K. DOUMANI 
MR. JOHN ASSAD EDWARDS 
MR. BADIH H. JOSEPH 
MR. A. M. MALOUF 
H. E. ABDEL HAMID PASHA MAL AW,, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Egypt 
H. E. DR: FADHIL AL-JAMALi, Director General Foreign Affairs, Iraq - 


H. E. CHARLES HABIB MALIK, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the United States 


H.R. H. PRINCE FAISAL IBN ASDUL AZIZ, Prime Minister, Saudi Arabia 
H. E. FARIS AL-KHOURI, Prime Minisier, Syria 


GUEST ARTISTS 


SARAH ANDARY ANDREW McKENNA 

DAVE BONNESAR KANZA OMAR 

SOPHIE BONNESAR _: NINA RAZOOK 

FREDE.ICK HAKIM VERA RADCLIFF 

OLGA KARMA CONSTANTINE SOUSS 

ANNIE MORAD IBRAHIM URBAN 
jOHN WACKEEN 


EGYPTIAN DELEGATION 


Represented by 
H. E. ABDEL HAMID PASHA BADAWI Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Chairman of the Delegation. 
' HL B. IBRAHIM PASHA ABDEL HADI, Minister of Public Health 


. EXPERTS 
TAHA EL SAYED NASR, Assistant Royal Counsellor 
DR. HILMY BAHGHAT BADAWI, Judge Mixed Courts 
DR. MOHAMED AWAD, Professor Faculty of Arts, Fouad I University 
7 TECHNICAL SECRETARIES | 

ALY GUEREDLY HANNA SABA 
ISMAIL CHERINE _ LT. COMMANDER EZZEDINE ATIF 


VISITOR 
MADAME ABDEL HAMID PASHA BADAWI 


TRAQIAN DELEGATION 


Represented by 


H. E. DR. FADHIL AL-JAMALI, Director General Foreign Affairs 
ASSISTANT DELEGATES 
SAYID, ABDUL JABBAR CHALABI, Assistant Director General of Education 
DR. MAJID KHADDURI, Professor at Higher Teacher College, Baghdad 
DR. ABDUL MAJID ABBAS, Professor of International Law, Law College 


SAYID BAHA AWNI, Legal Advisor to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


SECRETARIES 
SAYID THOMAS MANSY, Superintendent Protocol Office, Royal Palace 


LEBANESE DELEGATION 


Represented by 
H. E. CHARLES HABIB MALIK, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the United States. 
MISS ANGELA MANSUR JURDAK, Secretary, Legation in Washington 
D.C. 
MRS. CHARLES HABIB MALIK 


Nations Conference 


SAUDI ARABIAN DELEGATES 


H. R. H. PRINCE FAISAL IBN ABDUL AZIZ, Chairman of the pergauon 
H. E. SHAIKH HAFIZ WAHABA, Ambassador to London 

H. E. SHAIKAH ASAD AL-FAGI, Ambassador to Baghdad 

H. E. SHAIKH IBRAHIM SULAIMAN, Chief vepeeay 

SHAIKH JAMIL DAOUD, Secretary 

SHAIKH ABDUL RAHMAN AL-BASSAM, Sstsiory 

SHAIKH SALEH AL-ABBAD, Assistant to Chief aaa! 

SHAIKH ALI A. ALIREZA, Interpreter os 

SHAISH AHMED ABDUL JABBAR, Assistant 16 ‘Chie! Secretary 


tO" 


SYRIAN seit 
Represented by © 7 
H. E. FARIS AL-KHOURI, Prime Minister, Chairmom .of Delegertion 
H. E. NAZEM AL-KOUDSI, Syricm Minister in Washington 
RAJA F. HOWRANI, Secretary to Prime Minister ©. _ 
MARGARET McCLELLAN, Secretary to Delegation’ ° 


> ¢ 
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Hon. Fletcher Bowron, Mayor 
City of Los Angeles 


Hon. John Anson Ford 


Board of Supervisors, 
County of Los Angeles 


Hon. Eugene W. Biscailuz 
Sheriff, County of Los Angeles 


Joseph F. Reed. ) 
Captain, Los Angeles Police Dept. — 
Andrew Douglas McHendrie, 
Captain, Air Corps, U.S. Army 


Dr. Rufus B. Von Kleinsmid 


President, University of 
Southern California 


Chaplain John Carruthers 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
IN CHARGE OF RECEPTION 


A. B. MALOUF, Chairman 


Dr. A. S. ABDUN-NUR 
Rasheed Abdelnour 
Michel G. Ackary 


Joseph Adamo 
Charles Andrews 


George Beehe _ 
_P. A. BeHannesey 


M. K. Doumani 

P. K. Roumani 

John A. Edwards 
Naseef Ellis 

N. S. Farhood 
Geo. A. M. Puleihan 
Badih H. Joseph 
Suleiman Karam 
Faiz Kayyem 
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Dr. H. B. Khuri 

A. M. Malouf 

B. B. Malout 

B. 1. Malouf 
Charles Malouf 
Marshall Malouf 
Saleem Meena 

F. K. Mittry 

Mrs. Frank Razook 
Salem Saba 
Major H. A. Saidy 
Ellis Sawaya 
Gabriel Sayegh 
Elias Shaheen 
Tom Shaheen 
George M. Schweiri 
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ARABIC-LANGUAGE PRESS. 
DENOUNCES FRENCH POLICIES IN SYRSA AND LEBANON 


United States for support in their defense of Syrian and 
Lebanese independence vis-a-vis. the French. Oniy one 


} 
| 
| Several Arabic~fanguage papers looked hopefully to the 
‘ 


paper, the Lebanese Maronite al~Hoda, could find a vestige 
of justification for de Gaulle and French policy, but this 
paper expressed a fear the: French might withdraw from 
Syria only to cling to Lebanon. Little or no biame was 
attached to the British for their part in the incidents. 


WITH a single exception, the Arabic~language newspapers in the United 
States have laid the blame for the recent bloodshed in Syria and Lebanon 
on the French and have excoriated General de Gaulle, France, and French 
"imperialist" policies. Only the isbanese- Maronite daily al-Hoda of 

New York, known for its traditional Francophite attitude in the past 
(and charged by its enemies with being the recipient of a subsidy from 
the French) has taken a restrained stand and has refrained from complet- 
condemnation of France’s motives and actions. in general the Arabic- 


language press has exculpated Great Britain and has approved the American 
Stand, 
Speaking for Druse and Moslen elements 
Druse-Noslems Indiénant os : : 
al~Bayon, which appears thrice weekly 
in Washington, has carried on a vigorous anti-French campaign. In its 
issue of 14 June it said: 
The French have cut the Jast Jink of their friendship with the 


Syrian and Lebanese peopie.... The world has been shown the 
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true picture of the imperialistic French in al! thei¢ ugliness. 
Expressing indignation at the bombardment of' open, undefended cities like 
Damascus, al-Bayan (14 June) insinuated that the French had used Lend-jease. 
equipment obtained from the United States "to inflict disaster on peaceful, 
unarmed civilians and cities.“ The only effective way to counter French 
action, al Bayan maintained (26 May, 2, 9, 14 June), was to boycott France: 


They ‘the French/ recognize only one type of arms. Let us show 
them ~- we, the united Arabs. Let us boycott the French, their 
culture, thelr goods, and- their persons -- whether they are 
friend or foe. 


ae ae. 
As~Sayeh, Syrian--Orthodox semi-weekly of New 


Syrian-Orthodox. 
View Equaliy 
Condemnatory of France 


York, has been no less forthright than al- 

Bayan in denouncing France. Particularly 
resentful ever the French employment of: 
"Senegalese Negro soldiers to kill and wound civilians in the street,". the. 
paper (24 May) protested against French "aggression and injustice." The 

only way in which the problem of the Levant could be solved, as-Sayeh asserted 
14 June, was through intervention of the Great Powers: 


it will be easy for the Big Powers to come to a solution in the Syrio- 
Lebanese crisis. The question is simple -~ a weak, small nation has met 
injustice at the hands of de Gauifte and his Frenchmen. But the difficulty 

is that the Aliies had just put all their efforts into freeing the world 
from tyrants, Among those freed were the French and their leader, de Gaulle. 
Now they find that the French Government under de Gaulte is putting diffi- 
culties in the way of the establishment of peace and freedom for the world. 


Comparing de Gaulle to Franco, as-Seyeh continued (25 June) its criticism: 
sooto us de Gaulle is another tyrant, and he is one of the Big Five. 
in North Africa and Syria he has shown himself to be worse than Franco. 
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That is why the President of the Republic of Syria Is demanding 
de Gauile's inclusion amony the wer crininais, and is asking that 
he be judged for his killing of tte ponr, unarmed peoples of Algeria 
and Syrta. 


The recent difficulties provided as~Soyeh with an opportunity to pro- 
test an earlier “injustice” inflicted by the French in 1939, when France 
ceded the Sanjak of Alexandretta to Turkey. The paper insisted (21 June) 
that 


/Alexandretta? is an integral part of Syria, containing Antioch, Syria's 
old capital. Yet without the consent of the Syrians, the French pro- 
tectors gave Alexandretta to Turkey, hoping that Turkey would join France 
in the war against Germany. Everyone knows what happened next, and if 
the Syrians are now demand ing theif state back, it ts wei! to remember 
that they never ceased demanding it. 


Answering the French claim that France was responsible to the League of: 
Nations for Syria and Lebanon, as-Sayeh asked how France could explain to the. 
League, if it were still in existence, the cession of part of Syria to Turkey. 
Why did she base her actions on the League and her responsibility to it only 
when the complete independence of Syria and Lebanon were concerned, the paper 
inquired. As-Sayeh concluded: | ) 


_ We must dismiss this poor argument and ask France to give an account 
to the United Nations Organization as to what she did to her wards, 
Syria and Lebanon. We must accuse France of misuse of her trust, for 
she forfeited her right to the mandate by selling a part of Syria to 
Turkey; we must ask justice for Syria and demand her rights. 


Lebanese-Orthodox papers also joined 


Lebanese-Orthorox Single Out. / 


de Gaulle. for Criticism 


in the chorus of criticism. Al-Isiach, — 


semi-weekly of New York, directed jts 
barbs against General de Gaulle. It was time for him to realize his mistakes, 
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the paver said (8 June) and to see how much hatred for France his policy in 
Syria and Lebanon had stirred up. France was unlucky in having him at the. 
head of her government. 


France today needs a man with a clear view into the future -— a broad- 
minded and big-nearted man.... France must make more friends, and 

de Gauile-has made oniy enemies for his country. De Gaulle has offended 
everyone, and committed an act unfriendly to the United States and our 
late great President, Franklin Delano Roosevelt.... 


Arabs afi over the world were angered at this rash and unjust act, and 
as a result, France will lose prestige and influence in the entire Arab 
world. 


Mediation was the only solution, al-Zsiaah asserted (12 June): 


De Gaulie will nave to agree to put the problem to mediation, as 
suggested by Britain and the United States. He has no alternative. 


To pretend that France has cultura! and military interests in Syria and 
‘Lebanon is false. We can truthfully say that other powers also have 
some cultural and military interests in those fands, but no one came 
with the pretense that, therefore, they should occupy the country or be 


given special prestige or privilege there. Sy 
ae : 
The Lebanese-Orthodox Heraat-ul~Gharb of New York 
shapetoptanineert Ne ents A BPE LIE TED S TOAAAA TENE ta | 


H ~ul- 
erent uieere (5 June) compared the French attack on Lebanon and Syria 


Spurs Readers 
to Action to the. Japanese attack on Peari Harbor, for both were. 


delivered while negotiations for reaching an understanding 


were going on. Previously (23 May) the paper had expressed its horror at the 


bloodshed in Beirut, Damascus, and Aleppo, which it blamed on "a base: group of 


French villians," and their "Senegalese dogs"; and it urged Arab-Americans to 
protest to “official quarters" against French aggression. Reporting a mass 


meeting in New York sponsored by the Arabic~language press of America, Meraat- 
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ul-Gharb (8 June) said committees had been formed to cable protests to the 
authorities of the Allied nations and to collect funds to aid families of 
victims of French killings and bombardments in the various cities of Syria; 


The general feeling against the French was shared by the Arab colonies 
in Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Brazi!, Cuba, Santo Domingo, and ail other 
Latin American countries. Aili the Arab newspapers in New York, with the 
exce ption of al~-Hoda, were represented. 


Urging that something be-done to relieve the: suffering of the Lebanese and 
Syrian people, the paper suggested (15 June) that Arab-American women's organi- 
zations take the lead in a drive to collect clothing and other necessities for 
shipment to the: Levant. 


Probably the most bitter and unrestrained of the Arabic- 
As-Sameer 


has b th ly as-Samnee rooklyn. 
| Jeers at, French language papers has been the daily as-Sameer of B ooklyn 


Characterizing de Gaulle as “a little Hitler" the paper 

(29 May, 1 June) inveighed against him and "his Senegalese troops who had no 
regard for the lives of Syrians and Lebanese, nor for those of the: people of 
Algeria.”. What France really wanted, as-Someer declared (28 May) was not merely 
a sphere of influence guaranteeing cultural and commercial interests, but naval 
bases, airdromes, etc., ~- real domination of the Levant states, a thing no free 
nation in the world would uphold. . 

The French fied like rabbits before Hitler, as-Sameer declared (1 June). 
They gave up their capital without a fight and sent their men to work for the 
Nazis; but today they were assuming the character of a lion when Fighting veople 
who were unarmed. De Gaulle had written the blackest chapter in French history, 
the. paper continued, and had committed acts worse than those perpetrated in 


Belgium and Holland by Hitler: and like his prototype he disregarded covenants 
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and agreements, Subsequently (11 June} os-Semzer heaped abuse on the French 


commander in Syria who 

«o.bombed and used big guns on Damascus and Hama, and then returned to 

Paris taying all the blame on England which had prevented him from 

finishing his job of killing the Syrians and destroying their country. 

He is tike that wolf who excused himself for not tearing lambs to pieces 

because the shepherds suddenly smote him with a big stick that smashed 

his canire teeth. 
As-Sameer ‘concluded with an attack on al-Hoda of New York whose editor, it 
asserted, had sold his pen and his tongue to the de Gaullists; and it solemnly 
warned the Syrian and Lebanese delegations at UNCIO to beware of this “jackal 
‘in the form of a man." 

The discussion in the French Consultative Assembly when several political 
leaders criticized the aggressive policy of de Gaulle in the Levant and North 
Africa gave os~-Sameer occasion for further comment (27 June). Pointing out that 
the General had reversed the position he took in 1941 "when he appealed to the 
Syrians and Lebanese to side with the Free French against the Vichyites," the 
paper went on: 


{t is Little wonder that Frenchmen who wish to vindicate the honor and 
veracity of France are as critical of thelr leader's policy in the Levant 

as Englishmen and Americans, not to mention the Syrians, Lebanese, and other 
Arabs..-. The Afab world is determined to see justice done to Syria and 
Lebanon. Their independence, recognized by France herself, should be 
realized at once through withdrawal of French troops from the two countries. 


As~Sameer concluded by emphasizing the action of the Arab League in supporting 


such a demand. 
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A good many Lebanese-Americans of the Maronite faith, 
Lebanese-Haronites 


Split; al~Akhlok 
Opposes French 


many of whom have leaned toward France as a protector 
against the Moslems, are believed <o share in the 
general condemnation of Frances this is especially 
true of the small group represented by the semi~weekly ai-Akhlak of New York 
which (13 June) stated "...our countrymen now know that France, their former 
friend and idol...is but a selfish and greedy tyrant." Earlier (5 June) al- 
ARhlak, laying chief blame on General de Gaulle, wrote: 


We believe de Gaulle is harming the cause of France by pursuing his 
corrupt policies, as is evident by the Levant situation. France needs 
a real diplomat and not a person who understands nothing but force. 


In another article (25 May) the paper summarized the French record in the 


Levant: 
It is painful to recotlect the era of French rule in Syria.../which/ was 
altogether selfish, bent on the interests of France only. France killed 
in the bud all native enterprises, and broke the native back with heavy 
taxes, carrying all the gold to France without anyone bringing her to 
account. And every time France makes a demand she dispatches Senegalese 
soldiers to pierce their jiances into the necks of her “friends” in Syria 
and Lebanon.... One of the good lessons of this war is that people are 
being taught to achieve their desires in the right way, without resorting 
to brute force...,. May France tearn something! 


Quoting an Arab proverb "Feed me, and | am your master," al~APhlak (29 June) 
accused de Gaulle of ingratitude in turning against England, which had given him 


refuge and help after France's fall, and the United States, which had provided 
arms, money, and uniforms to reorganize the French Army. 
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A substantial bedy of Maron! ie however, seem 
still to be following of-Hoda_ia..its more cautious 
attitude of suspending judgment on France and in 


Al~Hode Sees 

No Frultiful Results 

From Attacks on Prench j 
clinging tenaciously to its traditional friendship 


for and reliance. on the French. Al-Hoda has heid to its stand despite concerted 
criticism and name-calling from almost all the other Arabic-language papers jn 
the country. Al-Hoda had presented fully, it asserted (414 June), all available 
news on events in the Levant; it had also acknowledged receipt from its readers 
of protests against French action in Lebanon and Syria. 

_ The editor cf al-Hoda, Salloum Mokarzel, who was attending the conference 
at San Francisco, stated that al} such protests had been transmitted, for its 
guidance, to the Lebanese delegation at the Conference. In an editorial (14 June) 
Mokarzel said he- believed the “extravagant attack" on France in the Arabic papers 
would not yield any fruitful result for the "old country" either in international 
relations or in strengthening the bonds between the elements of its population. 
Al-Hode had taken the same stand, he continued, during a period when some: of the: 
Arabic papers attacked Great Britain for her policy in Palestine. For,. though 
al-Hoda shared most of the opinions and aspirations of Palestinian Arabs, it had 


to follow a course of propriety in speaking of powers with which it was necessary, 


because of world circumstances, to maintain contacts. Attacks and protests, Mokarzel Be 
went on, did not secure rights, but added fuel to the fire and widened the chasm 


between different elements of the people in the Levant countries.’ The question 


of Syria and Lebanon was not a }ocal question, Mokarzel declared; it was only a 
phase of a conflict of spheres of influence. {n following a cauttéus policy of 
restraint, the editorial concluded, al-Hodo was convinced it was serving the best 
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‘interests of the United States as wel? as those of: Lebanon. 
Holding to its traditional Francophile line el-Hoda 23 June said: 


The French are not all fike de Gauile for we have heard the voice of a 
well-known French feader, Edouard Herriot, recentiy tiberated from a 
German concentratfon camp. The voice of Herriot is the voice of the 

true France which Syria and Lebanon foved and respected. Herriot spoke 
for the cause of freedom and independence. His sympathies were for Syria 
and Lebanon. 


A note of alarm, however, appeared in the same 
editorial. Quoting Churchili’s statement that re~ 


lations between Britain, the United States, and Russia 


Concentration 
in Lebanon Feared 


had "improved" and that there was no cause for a misunderstanding with France 
on the Syrian question, al-Hoda commented: 


On the other hand the actual withdrawal of the French from Syria ts 
regarded with suspicion and alarm by the Lebanese, for it seems that 
the French are concentrating on Lebanon with the intention of retaining 
it under the pretext of safeguarding Christian minorities. At present 
anyway most Lebanese consider this a fiimsy pretext. 


White heaping condemnation on the French the Arabic- 
Attitude. Toward va thi h f h 
Great, Britain and anguage papers in this country have for the most 
the United States part tried to exonerate Great Britain end have praised 
the attitude of the United States. 48-~Sameer in 
particular (22, 25 May) asked why France could not follow the good example set 
by America, Britain, and Russia and be on good terms with the two sister re- 
publics “especial ly since the interests of those powers tn the Levant are greater | 
than French interests." The paper has continued almost daily to absolve Britain 


from responsibility which, os-Semeer said, must be borne by the French themselves. 
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Declaring the "action taken by President Truman in the Syrian-Lebanese 

crisis one of the most encouraging signs of the times,"' as-Sameer (21 June) 
characterized Truman’s "backing of the British” as “justified on grounds®of 
high idealism and practical politics.” Recent British concessions in India, 
the paper thought, had given hope that Great Britain’s post-war colonial 
policy might be closer to that of the United States than was the case after 
World War |. But it was on the United States that as-Semeer placed its chief: 
reliance; "Thank God that America has acted with directness and dispatch...to 
restore hope to our house." And this sentiment was echoed in ol-Akhlok 

(27 June): "America will see to it that those nations which believe in the 


principles of the four freedoms get their freedom and complete independence. “ 
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JUL 19 1945 
LIBRARY 


SUBJECT: Syrians 
PLACE: Detroit, Michigan a 
DATE: July 5th, 1945 


PRINCE FAISAL IBN ABDUL AZIZ, son of King Ibn Saud of Saudi-—drabia, 
was honored with a banquet at the Statler Hotel in the evening of July 5th. 
The chairman of the Srrencemen Ue, Somali vice was HENRY S. NAGGaR of the Detroit 
Committee ef Arabic Spesleing fanéiicans. On the reservation committee were 
the follomings4, Gober Bashara, Philip Shammas, and Charles Harris. 

[Bopersonaily went to attend the banquet and found over 1200 people 

J at They sold more tickets than they had accommodations for and several 
hundred had to be turned away. The ticket wes $10.00 per person. I had 
another person also cover the meeting oar me, and therefore I decided not 
to insist upon attending. ok aon 7 8 Cr 

sovoyoer nd ance to observe those present and found 25 to 


30 ameemjeans; among them some attorneys representing different commercial 


— ree © 


detecariesa: The Chrysler Corporation had a considerable number of people 
present from their Export Division. Arabs of various denominations were 
present. Nineteen speeches were delivered. The speech-making started at 
nine p.m. and finished at one-thirty. Palestine was not mentioned, however 
several speakers underscored the idea that the Arabs who are here to greet 
the celebration and the celebrities were from Iraqi, Syria, Lebanan, South 
Arabia and Palestine. Delegations from the middle-west cities were also there. 

It is interesting to give you the viewpoint of an American girl of 
Syrian descent who attended the banquet. She sells eigars at the Hotel 
‘couter. I asked her what she thought of the meeting and she said she was 
not very impressed - that she was given a free ticket and therefore attended. 
That sne does not understand Arabic and wasted her entire evening, and she 
could not see why so many people attended. 


yt 


I then spoke to attorney Philip Alexander, active among the Syrians 


in Detroit. I asked him who attended the meeting and he said he could divided 


them into three groups as follows: (1) Obligated. When I asked him what he 


meant by that word, he answered: "For instance, myself. hen asked I could 
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not refuse because I would be condemned by the Arabic world in Detroit, 
(2) Those who attended for curiosity's sake. (3) Those who have intense 
loyalty to the old world. He claimed that the Arab celebreties came to 
Detroit purely for commercial purposes. 

I asked him then about the recent Syrian uprisings, and he stated 
he speaks as an American and if this country is to take an interest in the 
whole world, it might as well see that it is done on a democratic basis, 
end not allign itself with the plutocrats of the world. That the Syrians 
resented the attitude of the French, feeling they were ohly recently libera- 
ted themselves and now are trying to cause trouble for others. 

In speaking further about the Syrian situation, he stated the 
English and the French are battling for the lifeline in the East, and Mmgland 
does not want France to create a turmoil which might inflame the entire Fast. 
That fugland at present has a calm sea and is afraid of creating a boiling 
pot. 

In talking about the meeting, he personally felt there were too 
many speeches but he liked the speech of the Prince in which he called upon 
the Americans to be loyal to their own country; and did not call for support 
of the Arab world. He did not ask those present to go back to the old 
country but invited them there for a visit. (SL - A Syrian sitting next to 
me remarked "He does not want us around. We might sell the Syrians the 
idea about better standards of living." 

Alexander and I then discussed Palestine, and he stated that the 
Arabs in Detroit are convinced that Palestine will be a Jewish Commonweal th 3 
that the Arab League for Democracy tried to organize a meeting in Betroit 
recently to protest against the Jews but that he personally wes against it, 
because in his opinion you cannot destroy opposition. His reasoning is as 
follows: "When the Jews in Palestine get powerful, if their intention is to 
dominate the Arab world and the near East, they will kill the Arabs and get 
public opinion against them. If on the other hand their intentions are to 
come to settle peacefully, nobody will be hurt. Some of us feel the Jews 
wil 784 along among themselves and if their intentions are bad, they will 


destroy one another." 
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ai8iApaversation with Sidi Mohame 
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He is the biographical material requested by sg Washe 
afin Sidi Mohamad Ali Barada, president of Free Colonies 
Lf gitVerorated. The data was provided by Mr. Barada himself in 
an interview given in Hollywood on 18 July. 
With his swarthy features Barada looks like the Arab he 
is. He is a middle sized, corpulent, balding, wrinkle-less in- 
dividual who does not lock his fifty-one years. As he conversed 
he lolled on a half dozen cushions sipping good Scotch and smok- 
ing from a gufgling water pipe. His quarters were untidily com 
fortable in the Bohemian manner and were located in a place called 
the French Village, directly across the street from the Hollywood 
Bowl at 2542 Highland Avenue. 
Barada was born on 27 October 1893 in Fez, Morocco. He 
studied both at the University of Fez and the nearby University 
of Meknes, after which he spent some time studying in the fol- 
lowing places: the University of Foreign Industries in Paris, 
@ small university in Manchester, England, Columbia University, 
and Stanford University, His major fields of study were English 
and Economics. | 
Barada was very active in Moroccan politics. He published 


a newspaper in Fez, and after eleven months of activity the 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr. Bjarne Brastoy -2 25 duly 1945 


publishing house was burned down by nobody knows whom. His 
political and journaliatic efforts aimed at emphasizing for his | 
beople the fact that Morocco was a protectorate and not a seed 
and that in due time the Moroccans could free themselves by | 
knowledge and wisdom rather than force. "The curse of our country . 
is the strong class distinctions there," the former prince de~ 
Clared. “Our worst enemies are our own rulers," This thought 
was later repeated: "Our own native rulers appointed by France 
have done more harm than the Freneh Government itself." However, 
| Barada explained, "the corrupt methods of the French are almost 
as bad as those of the Nazis." The French authorities expelled 


Barada from Morocco on twenty-four hour notice, and informed hin 


that his living expenses would be provided for as long as he aia of 


not return to his native country. The French paid for a time 
but soon ceased doing so. 

Barada, who first came to the United States twenty-five 
years ago, became an American citizen about ten years later. 
Extremely proud of his citizenship, he has abjured his title of 
Prince. He married and later divorced the Baltimore heiress and 

Vassar graduate, Mary McKormick Pinney. A boy was born of this 
| marriage. (If Barada was heard correctly, he is the uncle of 
the Sultan of Morocco). 

Barada considers himself a businessman -- specifically,a 
dealer in Morocgan goods. He claims to have been connected with 


the following firms: John Wanamaker in New York, May Company in 
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Gleveland and Akron, B.H. Dyes of Hollywood and Los Angeles, and 
the City of Paris in San Francisco. He said that he himself = 
ence "had six retail shops. He has crossed the ocean many times, 
on business and took occasion to meet many Arab leaders in North 
‘Africa. | ot 

ae Barada at present devotes much time to writing short stories = 
for magazines and ghost stories for the movies, He has written | 


“humerous articles and letters to the editors of various newspapers , 


on Arab affairs. He displayed some of these. Not. Long ago he. 


"went to work for the Lockheed Aircraft in what appears to have. 
been a blaze of publicity. (He showed me clippings containing 


_ Pietures of himself as a prince in overalls. -One picture showed. 


him with Maria Montez in the Lockheed Company). He claims to» 


have worked in every department of the huge factory, his object 


a having been the recruitment of local Arabs. for work ‘there, His 


pride of citizenship has manifested itself in such things as 
being an air raid warden, the writing .of numerous letters to 
public officials, and the contributing of money to. the: ‘United 
States Treasury. | : 
For twenty years attempts have been made to elias 
Free Colonies group, but ‘Barada was against them. Just before 
the United Nations Conference opened in San Francisco, he recétved 
communications from this group in Tripoli, Tunis, Algeria, and 
Moroeco asking him to reorganize Free Colonies so that it could 


present its views to the Conference. In April, therefore, the 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


‘My. Bjarne Braatoy - 4 25 July 1945 


( / organization was registered in Sacramento and in Los Angeles | 
. County as an educational, non-commercial, and non-profit ebccization. 
No fees are charged and no contributions solicited or desired, 
The purpose of the organization is an educational one. The 
‘membership in the United States is claimed to be about 200 ,000, 
ne Sane number is also. claimed for Morocco alone. 
The vice president of Free Colonies Incorporated is Monawed 


gwitin, who has spent three and a halt years in the United States 


 Anmy and has returned to civilian life about two weeks prior to 


| this interview. . the secretary is Kaye Heay, who 4s at present 


doing s some mining research in Mexico. The treas turer is Miss 


"Fannie Hyde, who ie described as an- American scholar, Four. members 


of Free Colonies went to San Francisco ineluding Hedy and. ‘Sereda, 


> Phey. stayed there: during the whole period of ‘the Conference. 


Barada, who received a@ pass on the recommendation of Stettinius 
“hime (he showed a letter signed by the former Secretary of 
State to that effect), attended every plenary session. He soa, 
“elaine to have spoken to most of the Conference leaders inel uding 
Molotov, Padilla, General Romulo, and all the Arab delegates. 
"The Arab delegates don't want me to say anything.” 
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All entities in the old country represented. There 
was some disagreement concerning the title for this organ- 
ization. It was thought by some that "Syrian American" was 
enough. Finally it was decided to make the name "Syrian 
Lebanon"--but that includes also the Palestinian--in fact, 
all Arabic-speaking peoples. "American" was inserted to 
indicate that the members of the Federation are American 


citizens. Altogether there are four federations. They have 


the seme name with only slight local differences. Headquarters ¢-@~ 


in Boston. President: George M. Barakat, 60 State Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. He is an attorney and would furnish 


\) further information regarding the Federation. 


Syrian-Lebanese American Federation of the South 
Headquarters not certain--probably Birmingham, Alabema. 
Dr. Khoury may be president of the organization. Since the 
beginning of the war, they have suspended their conventions 
and elections of officers. 
Kidvestern States American-Svrian Federation (Not exact title) 
—* ‘The tern Lebanon" may be omitted from the title. Head- 
quarters, Chicago. The person in charge is Mr. S. J. Sa'd 


whose ‘address is 222 Keystone Avenue, River Forest, q)1inois. 
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Federation of the Far West States 
Centered in Los Angeles. The director is Abraham Ma'aloof. 


Members of these organizations do not interfere in the 
polities of the old country--and they have organized for the 
purpose of expressing themselves socially, culturally and philan- 
thropically. Hach branch has its own separate meetings, 
conventions, etc. Before the war, plans were set afoot for the 
amalgamation of these Federations into one organization, national 
in scope, and they went as far as to draft a constitution for 
the national federation. Members of the four federations were 
about to elect a central board when the war intervened and the 
plens were suspended. There is no real central organization at 


the present time. 


My. nace and publisher of Al-Hoda has stood aloof 

from these Federations. He belongs to the Maronite group. He 
adheres to the belief that Llebanoi should be a separate state. 

He tried to sponsor a movement which he named the"Lebanon Awakening " 
(not exact title). This was successful for a while but it is rather 
quiet now. Recently the leaders of the four Federations tried to 

get Mr. Mokns</ to come into their organization in cooperation with 
them, but he didntt come back completely--he attended a few meetings 


and conventions, but nothing further developed. 
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COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 


TOs: Denipe Cx. 
Wrom: Nebih Amin “4 
Subject: List of Syrio-Lebanese } 


[Supplied by Mernat-ul-Gharb, New York. ] 
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George Makla, 30° Fifth Avenne, Mew 


Beever Street, Mew 


Madison 


Fifth Avenue, New York Bity 


» Terre Feaute, Ind. 
Sam George, 1750 HN. 10th St., Terre Faute, Ind. 


George Nassif, 748 
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6° NontecelbO Poad, Tamaica Plain, Boston, Mass. 
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Shukry ™. Khowry, £76 Commonveclth Ave., Boston, 
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[BEST AVAIL 


Keon Shaksur, 194 Norfolk St. Yorcester, Mass. 


¥ 7201 7. Fort St., Detroit, Mich. 


Abraham Andrews, 

Louis R. Shamie, 9257 Sorrento, Detroit, Mich. 

Albert Sophia, 4708 Trumbull Ave., Detroit, Micn. 

Ameen Malosly, 1432 Bedford Fa. Grand Point, 

Rev. B. T. Haffiz, 601 East Boston, “Tetroit, 

Checri Salloum, 117€ Audubon, Detroit, Mich. 
1500 Hall St. S.B. Grand Rapides, Mich. 
P1E8 Hell st. S.E. Grené api eels. 

ILS KNouT., 569. Sheldon si... © 

J. A. Najem, 1é@ Washineston St. 

Mike Famatiy, 62715 Branch Pd. 

-Ameen Farah, 7e2 Clifford St., 

Frank E. Swyden, 4104 Wabash Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 

Dr. Philip k K. hana Princeton, NJ. 


a ieee TAC atime A mai Qty wpe 
Dr. N. A. Faris, Princetorsy-eeTrer 


S.M. Deen, £49 Delaware Ave., Albany, ™.Y. 
M. Ellis, 159 Washineton St., Binghamton, N.Y. 
ae Grend Pivd.. Binshemben, N.Y. 
305 Niagara Ave., Niagara Talls, Y.Y. 


NT olmden Ave., Clevelend, Ohio 


Albert J. Corey, & Cherry St., Toledo 


Arehbishop Samvel Tavid, 528. BuwdanSs, , 


cuis Darah, 2§ awrence Ave. Toledo, Ohio 
A. H. Jamra, 53970 Bancroft St., Toledc, Ohio 
A. Gannom, 1106 Proadway, Toledc, Ohio 
F. #. Barkett , Wi Ne Robinson, Oklekcoma City, Okla. 


Rev. Ceorge Massa: 1719 WY. Part, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


el 
S. A. Kahl, 926 S.%. Morrison St. Portland, Ore. 
S. #@ Shaheen, 217 Tuse. St. W. Canton, Ohio 
Sam George, 1014 Cherry St. Canton, Ohio 


fh. A. Kadane, 5704 Swiss, Dallas, Texas 


G. E. Kadane, 2811 ~- 9th St., Wichita Falls, Texas 


Dr. S&S. DN. David, 4003 Mt. Vernon, Houston, Texes 
N. Db. Jamail, 322 Fvcerton st., ttouston, Texas 


S. S. Kouri, P.O. Sox 144, Wichits Falls, Texas 
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MICROCOPY RESOLUTION TEST CHART 
NB: 010a 
(ANSI and ISO TEST CHART No. 2) 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC SCIENCES CORPORATION 
770 BASKET ROAD 
P.O. BOX 338 
WEBSTER, NEW YORK 14580 
(716) 265-1600 


